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T\l\  iJMiT. 

^  M()N(i  thow  who  new  fAilrtl  to  reside  at 
/^k       llath  (lunnf(  the  irAMni,  wan  a  crrtniii 
/ — pcfvon,  who,  fmtn  thr  mtwt  nhjti  t  iiii'»fry, 
^  hAtl«  hv  ht%  ittilii^tn,  and  art  at  pUy, 

•ommmI  about  fiArm  th<nivAn<l  |mhii)(1<«  ;  niid  though 
his  charmrtrr  «a%  notonou^,  iii^iiuiAtitl  hiiuM'lfMi  fitr 
into  the  la  Your  of  «hat  \%  r.illcd  the  bext  ct>iii|Miiy, 
that  irrnr  few  private  jiartiw  of  pleaxun*  took  pl/uT? 
in  which  hr  was  not  pnnci{Mdlv  coiKYmifl.  He*  wax 
of  a  f^^^itic  stature,  a  nio<«t  intrepid  countiiiamt* ; 
and  hu  di%po%ition,  natiimlly  overbearing,  hai],  in 
the  course  of  hU  adventures  and  KucceM,  acf|uircd  a 
noat  intolerable  dej^t*  of  insolence  and  vanity.  Hy 
the  ferocity  of  hi^  features  <^d  audacity  of  Jii.s  Ix*- 
haviour,  he  had  oht^inetl  a  reputation  for  the  most 
undauntc<d  courap*,  which  luul  bec*n  confinne<l  hy 
divers  adventures,  in  which  he  ha/i  Imnihled  the 
mott  asuming  heroe?*  of  his  own  fraternity ;  m  that 
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he  now  rHgnc<l  rliii'f  UtTtor  of  the  pUce  with  un- 
c|iii*>tioi)ifl  Authontv. 

With  tliiH  M>ii  of  ftirtunc  was  Pmgrine  one  eve- 
ning fii^^npfl  at  |>Uv,  niul  so  Micccmful,  tluit  he  coiikl 
not  help  infiiniiiii};  hi-H  frietMl  of  hU  goMMl  luclu 
(t<xlfrvv,  ht^arinj^  tin*  (IfsrHption  of  tlie  hiMrr,  imme- 
(liiiti'lv  m'lt^iiMMl  the  |MTMm,  whom  he  \uu\  known 
At  'runhn(i^>;  aiul,  iLWiriii^  Pirkle  tluit  lie  was  A 
>hHqMT  uf  the  fipkt  wAtiT,  rniitioiHxi  hi  til  againut  mny 
fiirthiT  n>niH  \i(m  with  such  a  clangeroui  companion, 
hKo,  hi*  AiliniK-tU  liad  Mdimd  him  to  win  a  miiaII 
»uin,  timt  he  iiii^ht  he  cnoouiBgHl  to  li»«e  a  uiudi 
greater  »um  upon  aome  other  oooMkm. 

Oijr  v«Hjng  gentkniAn  tiraMirrtl  up  thi*  ail  vice; 
and  thiHigh  he  did  not  KTUplc  to  f^ive  the  gjUBfttlb&t 
an  op|M>rtiuiit V  of  retrieving  hi»  Ions  «i)>m  he  nest 
(Iav  deinAndetl  hift  rc%eti^«  Ik*  AliMihitdv  rrfuMxl  to 
pHMtttl  Af\er  he  liad  ivfuiuled  hin  winning.  'Hie 
other,  who  eon«»iih'n-«l  hiiii  il%  a  hitt-hetMlcd  unthiiik- 

^  youth,  '\ounti  to  inflame  hit  pride  to  a 
oootinuAiHV  ot  the  ganic,  hv  treating  \u%  "^kill  with 
■com  and  mn tempt ;  an<l«  Among  other  wiMtk 
•  {>wioni,  ail\  iMtl  hiui  to  go  to  ichool  again,  he* 
Ion*  he  pretended  to  rngnge  with  mastm  of  the  art. 
Our  herot,  incenaetl  At  hii  arr^  .'hcd  with 

it  wnnnth,  that  he  kiH*w  hint.^iil  .<»u1Ik  lently  cpial- 
itiiti  for  playing  with  men  uf  homnir,  who  deal  upon 
the  M|UArp,  and  hoped  he  should  alwAym  deem  It 
infnnKiun  either  to  leAni  or  pmrti'«e  llie  trick*  of  a 
pn>fevM'«l  gnme^ter.  **  Illiwwl  and  thumlrr !  nuwing 
ine,  •lir.''*^  eried  thiii  Artint,  miiking  \u%  voioCi  and 
curling  his  visage  into  a  mont  intimidating  frown. 
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** /«humU  '  1*11  cui  \\%e  thnmt  (if  aiiv  «rtNitMln-l  «i|io 
ImU  thr  |iHWIIHptlOH  t(i  »U|»|Hnr  tlukt  I  (Inii't  tUk 

bonotirmlilv  A*  r*rr  a  noblemiui  in  tin.*  kiii^ilom  :  niKi 
I  imiai  upon  an  ci|)Ujuitiuii  frt>ni  vou,  sir;  or,  bv 
hrll  ajhI  briMUmr !  1  OiaII  r&|irrt  oi\wr  Mirt  of 
«At lUbction.*    1*  («luM*  MimmI  by  tht«  tim<* 

butlrd  «rttllin  huu)  aju»('«^i  without  liCRitJition, 
**  Far  fnmi  *^  xir  iit-iiinn<l  unmiAonAMc,  I 

vill  tnininliAUt.  (  v(jU4in  ni\««'lf  witliout  n-%i-rvcr, 
and  trll  \(Hi,  t)u«t,  u|M»n  t  >tuible  milluirity, 

I  U  !  •  MHi  tu  be  an  iiii|*UiKi«l  1.1.^111  an<i  c^iuiiiion 
(-!>«"»• 

'Hm*  llrrtor  «iu  to  amaif^l  arxl  nmfoumU'd  at  the 
fiwduai  of  thi*  (IrrUmtitiii,  whith  h«*  tluMi^ht  no 
■MUl  on  mrth  would  vmturr  to  make  in  hi«  |in-»etice, 
tKat,  Ibr  MMnr  admit  cm,  ho  ciMild  not  ntxilUvt  him- 
.  but  at  l«*nt^h  «rhi«|H*ml  a  rliaJlcn^i-  in  the  ear 
•  'I  «»iir  hm*,  V  waa  ac^^mliii^ly  am'ptc^l.  Whrn 
ihcy  airi^ctl  m*xt  mominf;  U|Min  the  fir  hi,  the  ^ne- 
•trr,  amnn;;  hi«  <  with  all  its  ti'irons 

advanced  with  a  ftwonl  of  a  nion%tnMi«  lenf^li,  and, 
putting  hini^rlf  in  a  pmtim*,  aloud  in  a  niont 

trrrific  voice,  -  I>rmw,  d — n  ye,  dran  I  will  thiti 
iniUuit  amd  you  to  ymir  fatlH-p^."  'Miv  youth 
not  »lo«  in  cxm;  ^  with  his  desire;  his  wea|>on 
vas  umheathed  in  a  moment,  and  he  lx*^n  the 
attack  with  such  unexpected  spirit  and  addrcjM,  that 
hb  advmark,  having  made  shift  with  great  difficulty 
to  parry  the  6r»t  paaa,  retruated  a  few  paces,  and 
demanded  a  parley,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to 
persuade  the  vuung  man,  that  to  lay  a  man  of  his 
character  under  the  neceasitv  of  chastising  his  inso- 
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lencc,  wa.s  the  inoj»t  ra>h  and  iiicDnsiflernte  niep  that 
hi-  i  tnild  |M>ssiblv  ha\e  takiii ;  but  tlmt  he  \wi\  vtm\- 
{MLviion  u|>on  \m  vutith,  aiul  wan  wilhtig  to  spare  him 
if  he  would  Aum'iultT  hi«  nwoni,  and  proniine  to 
iLsk  {Minion  in  public  for  the  offence  he  luul  f^ivt*n. 
Pickle  w»LH  M>  niurh  exitifiemtetl  at  thin  un(Minillrlitl 
ifrniiiterv,  that,  without  dei^iiiif^  to  luake  Uie  lca»t 
H'plv,  he  Hun^  his  own  liat  in  tlie  propoarr*i  face, 
and  rciiewitl  the  charge  with  niuh  uiuiauiited  a^litv, 
that  the  gamester,  fnidiiig  hiiuM-lf  in  manifest  ha/anl 
of  hb  life,  betook  hiiiiM'lf  to  his  heels  and  fled 
hoinewanLi  with  incntlible  t»|>ee<l,  lieing  clo»*4*ly  pur- 
sued bv  Pen-grine,  who,  having  sheathed  hi«  »«ord, 
pi'lted  him  with  Atones  as  he  ran,  and  (^>ni|M  lled  him 
to  g(s  that  Mune  day,  into  banishment  from  liatii, 
v«hi'n'  he  liad  domineered  no  long. 

Hv  thin  achievenient,  which  was  the  subjtri  of 
a-Htoninlnnent  to  all  the  company,  who  luul  looked 
u|>on  the  fugitive  as  a  person  of  hemic  courage,  mir 
lulvcnturers  reputation  was  retMlmd  fbnnidnlilc  in 
all  itn  circumstances  ;  although  he  then>by  disobliged 
a  good  many  |ieople  of  fa^^hion,  who  had  cxintractt^il 
an  intiuiacy  of  fricntUhip  with  the  exile,  and  wlio 
H'vnted  bin  dingrmce,  as  if  it  luul  Uvn  the  misfortune 
of  a  worthy  man.  'IlicM  generous  patrons,  h(mc\i*r, 
l)ore  a  very  small  proportion  to  those  who  were 
please<l  with  the  event  of  the  duel ;  beraune,  in  the 
course  of  their  n-^idence  at  liath,  they  had  •  r 
)>cen  in.Hulted  or  defraudetl  by  the  challenger.  .Nor 
was  thin  instance  of  our  hen/n  courage  imarreptable 
to  the  Imlics,  few  of  whom  could  now  resist  the  united 
force  of  such  accomplish  men  U.    Indeed,  neither  he 
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Mf  kiB  InriMi  (tiMiln'V  «t>uUl  \uisv  ftMiiiti  iiiiu  h  clilli- 
nilt V  in  I  ^  u|>  ah  A^n-«*<iMr  inMii|Minii>ii  for  lift* ; 
Nit  liturt  «iA.«  |irx*  «        '<!  t(»  Siphv  ;  luid 

Wei'  «'  uf  hi*  nttiuhuii ul  to  Kiiiilv*  i»hi('h 

^:  luui  )r*  hiiiiM-lf  iiii  i        ).  |iov«fwi«xl 

«iuh  A  «t..4.\  i*f  AiiihititMi  lu  rtnii>i  not  Ih*  viti** 
r»ol  «iitb  tlic  cuiH|Ur*t  of  any  female  he  Ix-hciti  nt 
lUth. 

lilt  tUIs  vrrr,  thrrffere,  proinitcuou%  «it)iout 
An\  i>Mu  r  %ir»  thmn  tluit  of  aimwiiu-nt ;  iuhI  though 
hit  I  (Uttrml  hv  the*  iuIxaikxh  of  the  fiiir, 

vhucii  he  h*il  iiA|>ti% Atc^l,  ht*  lU'vi-r  liarlxiuml  one 
thought  of  iirorrrHinir  U'vond  the*  limitu  of  rtJiiitnon 
galUntn',  «imI  cm:  .  Avoidi^l  all  partiinilnr  ex- 
pUiMitiafliw  But,  vImI  ahove  all  other  eiijoviiieiitji 
jrigVfad  him  tlie  moti  agrrmble  CfitertiiiniiK-iit,  wa.<i 
the  wrrrt  hkiory  of  rhafmrteni,  which  he  lc*anH<«l 
from  A  very  CZtmonlinnr^'  |M>r^)n,  with  \»hoiii  he 
bix^amc  acx|uaintt*(l  in  thin  iiuuiikt. 

llctnig  at  the  houiie  of  a  rertAin  laily  on  a  vi»itinf^ 
day,  he  waa  vtrurk  with  t)ie  apixamnce  of  nti  old 
mail,  who  no  sooner  entennl  the  room  than  the 
niUtma  of  the  house  wry  kindly  floired  one  of  the 
witA  preaent  to  roa^t  the  old  puL  'lliis  |R'tit-iiinitre, 
proud  of  the  emplovnii-nt,  went  up  to  the  senior, 
who  had  toni'  *^  •  ixextn-inely  |Ktniliar  and  si^^iificant 
in  his  counti  and  Miluting  hini  with  divers 

fitthionable  oongeea,  accosteti  hint  in  the^;  words: 
**  Your  senrant^  you  old  rascal.  I  hojx;  to  have  the 
honour  of  seeing  you  hang'd.  I  vow  to  Gad !  you 
look  extremely  shocking,  with  these  gummy  eyes, 
Luithom  jaw>,  and  toothle?vs  chaps.     \\'hat !  you 
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sc|uint  at  tlie  laflit'H,  you  ulil  rutU*n  iiuillar?  Vm* 
ves,  we  ufHiiTHtaiul  your  o^Iiu^ ;  hut  you  nuint  con- 
tent vourM-lf  uith  a  co4»kniai(l.  Kink  nu* !  I  mi*  vou 
want  to  Hit.  'nune  withcrM  shanks  of  yourH  tn-nible 
under  their  hunlen  ;  Ixit  you  munt  have  a  litth* 
{»aticnct\  old  Ilirt-o;  indii'd  you  niUAt  I  inti'iid  to 
mortify  you  a  little  longer,  curw;  nie 

The  ct>ni|Mitiy  was  so  tickled  witli  thii  addreH^ 
which  was  deli\ere<l  %»ith  much  ^niare  and  gesticu- 
lation, that  they  hunt  out  intoahnid  fit  of  lau^liter, 
which  thcv  fatlicntl  u|M>n  a  monkt  x  tliat  wa»  cliained 
in  the  nwim  ;  and,  %»hcn  the  jn-al  wiu*  over,  the  wit 
n*newi<d  the  attack  in  thcM*  wonU  :  I  i»up| Mine  you 
are  fool  enough  to  think  this  mirth  waa  occanioned 
hy  I'ml:.  Ay,  there  he  in ;  you  liad  hmi  Mir^ey  him  ; 
lie  in  of  your  own  family,  nw  itch  me.  Hut  the  laugh 
was  at  ycHir  ex|M>nM' ;  and  you  •  'to  tluuik 
Heaven  for  making  you  so  ridiculuuA.  While  lie 
utteml  thcM*  ingenious  ejactilaticms  the  old  gi*n tie- 
man  lifiwttl  altcniatclv  to  him  and  the  monk«*y,  that 
wenuil  to  grin  and  chatter  in  imitation  of  the  lienu, 
and,  with  an  an-h  Milcnniity  of  vi^ige,  pHmouncn^d, 
^  (fciitlcmen,  an  I  liave  not  the  honour  to  understand 
your  compliments  they  will  Ik*  much  l»ctter  bcntowiHl 
on  each  other.**  So  Miying,  he  M*ate<l  hiniM'lf,  aiMl 
hml  the  siitisfnction  to  see  the  laugh  retuni4<d  u|>on 
th  eaggTX*vu>r,  who  mnained  cimfoiuidcd  and  alia-sheil, 
and  in  a  few  minute<«  \vf\  tlie  room,  muttering,  mn 
he  retire«l,  •*Tlie  old  fi  llow  grows  snirnl<Mis.  ntnp  my 
breath  ! 

While  PcregriiH'  u«>i.  :<  :  <  <  1  in  sil«  ih  •  it  tliis  <  \  *  i  .i«  u 
dinary  s<vne,  the  lady  of  the  houM   iM'nx'iving  his 
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■lirpril,  fP^^r  him  to  iiii4lrn»tnii(l,  thnt  tlic*  nticinit 
'iuit  «M  uttrrly  lit-n-fl  (»f  the  M*n<«i*  of  lu-iiriiiff  ; 
thftt  hu  tuuiM*         CiulwiilUdtT  Cmhlm*;  hi<i  dU- 
|-  nii«iU)lhn»|ii(*iiJ ;  niiil  thnt  \iv  was 

iiy  oil  lun^iiiiit  of  ciitcrtAiiiiiU'iit 
tie  «1  b>  hi*  Min^tir  (»l><4*n Atioii<s  niid  tin* 

|il€MMUit  I  en  to  wliit  h  Ih*  wan  Mihjtvt  fnuii  liiit 

infiniiit\  \iir  ditl  our  Imto  vrnit  a  loii^  tiiiu*  for  an 
illu»tmtu»ii  of  thi«  imIiI  cluirm-tiT.  Every  MMitotin* 
be  ft|jukc  «ia«  rt'pU'tc  «ith  ^11;  nor  (li<l  hin  Mitin? 
cmiiigt  in  gmrrml  rt*fl<Ttion«,  hut  a  M  nc^  of  n*niiirkii, 
vhidi  had  h(i*n  nimlr  thnMi^li  the  iiiithiitii  of  a 
■lort  »him*iral  |>ccnihanty  tif  o|iiiitoii. 

Ama^g  thuM;  «ho  %vrr  prx-M-iit  at  this  ai«<*inhly 
was  A  young  oAnrr,  who  hnxin^,  hy  dint  of  intcnait, 
obiatTvod  a  amt  in  the  I^i%»it  IIihim*,  thought  it 
iDcti  '  u|)uii  him  to  t/t)k  of  nfTiurs  of  ntnte;  and 
•m*  W  iriraW  the  itini|Miny  i»ith  an  wmnnt 
of  a  on  »hi«  h  the  Fn-neh  i*ere  huniefl 

in  I  :ng;  aMuring  them,  tliat  he  hud  it  fn>iii 
the  mouth  of  t)ie  niiiu%ter,  to  whom  it  luul  lMi*n 
tnuiaoiitted  hy  one  of  a|^*nt.<»  ahniuil.  In  de?tcant> 
ing  U|)on  the  partiruUrs  of  t)ie  nnnainefit,  he 
olMmt<(U  thnt  they  \uu\  twenty  sh\\»  of  the  hue 
ready  nmnnetl  and  vic-tualle<l  at  Urest^  which  were 
destined  for  Toulon,  where  they  would  he  joined  hy 
as  many  more;  and  from  thcmx*  proceed  to  the 
execution  of  their  .sehenie,  which  he  imjiarted  as  a 
secret  not  fit  to  lie  divulged. 

This  piece  of  intellijjence  being  coiinnunicate<l  to 
all  the  cxtmpany  except  Mr.  Cnihtree,  who  .suft'en-<l 
bv  his  loss  of  hearing,  that  cvnic  was  soon  after 
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aeoOBted  by  a  Inilv,  who,  bv  meAiw  of  an  Ai-tifirinl 
alphafx't,  foriiH-*!  hy  a  cvriAin  rt injunction  And  ciU- 
poNition  of  the  fingers,  Ai»ki*d  if  he  had  heanl  Any 
extmonlinAn-  nt-w*  of  Ute?  rmlwalUder,  with  bin 
usual  conipUi^amx*,  n*pHi*«i,  tluit  he  mipponrd  she 
took  hini  f»»r  a  ctMirirr  or  *pv,  bv  \»  i  •  r  him  rtcmAllv 
with  that  (pic^tion.  then  .atixl  u|M)n  the 

fooliAh  cninoi%ity  of  niAnkiiwl,  whirh,  be  ^id,  muft 
either  pro(x<i<<l  fmm  iilK*i)eMi  or  want  ofickras;  and 
repeatiHi  ahnoRt  %'crlMitim  the  ofRctT^s  information, 
a  va^u*  nrbcniliMi.4  rv|>ort  invi-ntwl  bv  mww  i^iorant 
roxtiiuiK  ^bo  wanted  to  pvc  him<*c*lf  air»  «)f  ini|ior- 
taiier,  aiid  iK'lifM-tl  only  by  thcwe  who  wrn»  utterly 
unan)iiAint(tI  witli  the  iiobtit-*  and  stn-niftb  of  the 
French  nation. 

In  continnatioQ  of  whnt  )ir  liiul  adx  iiuiil,  Im 
endcAvcMiml  to  demonstmte  how  ini|MrvHibU*  it  must 
lie  for  that  people  to  Ht  out  even  t)ic  thinl  |tArt  of 
•tich  A  nAvy,  no  soon  AAcr  the  lomcs  they  had  sus- 
tAinetl  fbiring  the  war;  And  conrmnetl  h\%  pnMif  by 
MMrting«  that  to  bi^n^rtAin  know  lev i^,  the  hArlMMiri 
of  Bivt  And  Toulon  cotdd  not  At  tluit  time  pnMiuoe 
a  MjiiAilmn  of  ei^ht  »hi)H  of  tlu*  Hue. 

'Hte  menilMT,  who  wa«  an  utter  f^tranpT  to  thin 
n)ivuitbn>]>e,  beanng  hi«  own  asnevemtion<i  tn:atnl 
with  such  contempt,  f^Iowed  with  ntnfu^icm  and 
reM'ntment,  aimI,  raiding  his  voice,  began  to  defend 
his  own  veracity,  with  great  eagrmens  and  tn*pida- 
tion,  mingling  with  bi«  argimicntji  many  blustering 
invectives  against  the  inaolcnoe  aim]  ill-mAJUM*n»  of 
his  suppond  ooninKlictor,  who  Mi  with  tin*  niont 
mortifying  com{X]nurc  of  nnnitciMUier,  till  tiie  officcr^s 
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patiaHt  «M  quitr  r\kiAti%t(^l  ;  ajhI  th«  ii,  to  the 
■MUiUbilft  iiKTnur  of  lii*  vrmtion,  \w  waji  iiifuniutl, 
Uuit  III*  aiitii^iiiut  wiu  M>tii*nf,  tlutt  in  nil  pnilmhilit  v, 
Uw  U»t  tniinpsi  would  iiuikc  no  imprwion  U|>on 
llim,  withuut  A  prrrious  mHi%  Atiuo  of  liu  orj^aju. 
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IIK    (  ri.TIVATFJl     AS'     ACQl  AlSTAXt  £    WITH    THE  Uin- 
ANTIIEOPK^    WHO     FAVon.*!     HIM    WITH     A  RHUtT 

1IK>  n  If   OK   IIIH  OWV  MIspiRV. 

PI:I{K(;KINK  ui^  rxtn^mdy  well  pletmd 
^ith  tin*  ocrasioim:  Xl\  which  oci-urn.il 
M  iLs4iii>i})l\«  tluit  he  coiild  Acartv  believe 
it  Acciiii-iitiii.  Ilr  lcx>ke(l  upon  Giiiwal- 
1/uIer  M  the  greatcHt  curionitv  he  luu\  ever  known, 
and  ciiltivnti'd  t)ie  old  inan*ti  Arc|uaintance  with  iiuch 
ittsimmtin^  tuldri'xH,  that  in  lenn  than  a  fortnight  he 
ohtainetl  hi»  oMifidcfioe.  Ai  they  one  day  walked 
into  the  fiehU  UtgethiT,  the  maii-liater  di^'losed  him- 
self in  thesie  wonin :  —  Tliough  the  tenn  of  our 
coin inuiiioit  ion  has  been  but  ahori,  you  must  ha\*e 
lienvivitl,  that  I  treat  jrou  with  uiuxiinnion  inark«  of 
n-pinl  ;  whiih,  I  av%urc  you,  iji  not  owing  to  your 
|M'rM>nal  mxn)nipli«thnu>nt.s  nor  the  pniiiA  you  take 
to  ohlif^e  me  ;  for  the  tin»t  I  overlook,  and  the  last 
I  see  thnnigh.  Hut  tliere  i^  M>niething  in  your  dis- 
ponition  which  indicates  a  nmted  contempt  for  tiic 
world,  nnd  I  understand  vou  have  made  aocne  sue- 

• 

ct-xsful  efforts  in  expoAing  one  part  of  it  to  the 
riilirule  of  the  other.  It  in  u|K)n  thin  aAnurancc  that 
I  offer  you  my  advice  and  ajnii^tance,  in  pninecuting 
other  schemes  of  the  Mime  nature  ;  and  to  convince 
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yoa  that  tuch  loi  nlliJinrr  \%  not  to  U*  njivtcti.  I  will 
now  girr  yiHi  A  tiwri  tXvU'U  of  my  hi^tttirv*  Hliicli 
\it  tMiMi%hcd  AArr  niv  dcttth,  in  fortv-aeven 
\(>liin>r«  of  my  own  compiling. 

**  I  was  liom  alKHit  forty  iiiilt*^  from  thii  platv,  of 
pureati  who,  luiving  a  wry  oltl  fninily  tuimv  to 

^  jwrt,  Vir»to«i'«l  thfir  whtiK*  fortune  on  my  vUlvr 
broUMr;  to  t)u%t  I  inhrritcxl  of  my  fnther  littli*  fl<«e 
t)uin  «  Uf)^  ftluirv  of  rholfr,  to  %»hirh  I  am  iiiii('l)t4-«l 
for  a  grmt  nuuiy  ml«cntim'<»  tlutt  did  not  nUny»  t*nd 
to  tny  MtUfartion.  At  the  m^*  of  ci^htixMi  1  wiui 
•mt  up  to  to«n«  with  a  recximmcmUtion  to  a  ceriiiin 
pc«r»  who  fiMiml  means  to  amUM*  me  with  the  pnniiiNe 
of  a  commii^on  for  mtm  whole  yean  ;  aiid  \  \»  odds 
but  I  should  Itave  made  mv  fortune  hv  mv  iMTHever- 
ancr,  had  not  I  hern  arrf^twl,  and  thn»\»n  into  the 
Maraiialsea  by  my  laodlont  on  «ho^  cntlit  I  luul 
subsiftcd  thrre  years,  aAer  my  futlKT  hail  renoiinceil 
me  as  an  idle  vagalx>nd.  'lliere  I  rL'maini'<l  hix 
nontha,  among  those  prisoiKfrt  who  Imve  no  other 
support  than  cliaiice  rhnrity  ;  aiul  coiitnu-ti-<l  a  very 
valuable  art{uaintanoe,  which  wan  of  gnfit  senice  to 
me  in  the  future  emergencies  of  my  life 

**  I  was  no  sooner  discharged,  in  conset^uence  of  an 
act  of  parliament  for  the  relief  of  in-solvent  dehtoni, 
than  I  went  to  the  houj>e  of  my  creditor,  wlioiii  I 
cudgelled  without  mercy;  and,  that  I  might  leave 
noUiing  undone  of  tho^e  things  which  I  ought  to 
have  done,  my  next  stage  was  to  Westminster  Hall, 
where  I  waited  until  my  patron  came  forth  from  the 
house,  and  saluted  him  with  a  blow  that  laid  him 
8euM.'less  on  the  pavement.    But  mv  retreat  was 
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not  to  fortunate  as  I  coul<l  have  wijihtti.  Tlio  c)mir- 
nicn  and  liu't|uev!t  in  waiting  having  Kiim)iiiifii'<i  and 
dis<iniK"<i  iiie  in  a  trit*e,  I  waa  cuinniitte<l  to  Ncwgnte, 
and  loaded  with  chains  ;  aiul  a  very  sagarioiLH  gentle- 
man, who  was  afterwards  hanged,  having  sat  in  judg- 
ment upon  my  case,  pronounced  me  guilty  of  a 
cfipital  criinis  and  foretold  my  condemnation  at 
the  Old  liailfV.  Hi*  pn>gTH»»tir,  howi'\er,  was  dis- 
ap[)ointed  ;  for  nobotly  apjicanng  to  pn>se<nite  me  at 
the  next  tcmion%  I  was  diju*harp'<I  hy  onlcr  of  tlie 
court.  It  would  \ic  impoMible  for  me  to  n*count,  in 
the  com|)ass  of  one  day's  convursation,  all  the  par- 
tinilar  exploits  of  which  I  bore  oontiderable  share. 
SufFuv  it  to  say,  I  liave  Iwen,  at  diffmnt  times,  pris- 
oner in  all  the  jails  witliin  the  bills  of  mortality.  I 
ha%e  broke  from  evrrr  po^m<^-hcMl^e  on  this  nide 
Temple  Bar.  No  iMiilifT,  in  the  days  of  my  youUi 
and  desperation,  dun»t  execnite  a  wnt  u\x)n  me  with- 
out a  doien  of  followers  ;  and  the  jitstii^  themselves 
tn-nibli"*!  wh«*ii  I  wa.n  bnnight  liefore  tlu  m. 

I  *■  maimc<l  by  a  carman,  with  whom  I 

(juam'Uwl,  Ixx-ause  he  ridicule*!  my  leek  on  St, 
David's  day;  my  skull  was  fractun**!  by  a  butcher's 
cleaver  <»n  the  like  otx-asion.  I  have  been  nm 
thnni^h  the  Uicly  five  times  and  lout  the  tip  of 
mv  left  ear  by  a  pintol  bullet.  In  a  rencontn*  of  this 
kind,  having  left  my  antagonint  for  detul,  I  was  wise 
enough  to  make  mv  retreat  into  France;  and  a  few 
tlavH  after  my  arrival  at  Paris  entering  into  conver- 
sation with  some  offic^T*  on  the  subject  of  fxilitics,  a 
dispute  arotie,  in  which  I  lo^t  my  teni|K'r,  and  •k{M)ke 
HO  irreverently  of  the  grttml  momirq%Uy  that  next 
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iiianiiiig  I  VA«  firtit  to  i\\v  nlL^tiIl^  bv  viHui*  of  a  Irt- 
ire  di  ca*  'Wwrv  1  miiniiicHi  fur  Miiiif  iiuiiit)i)s 

drprim!  of  nil  intrnxnirs*- %Mlh  mticm/iJ  rmitumi; 
A  rirrunutikiKY  for  « liirh  I  wan  not  Mirry,  ah  I  )uui 
the  niofv  titiir  to  proj«x't  <H*hi*iiK*ii  of  ri'vcti^*  n^iiiiitt 
tlx*  tynuit  who  otntim^l  inr,  luul  the  wn'trh  who  hiul 
brtr«ynl  niy  pnvatc*  foiiverwitioii.  Hut  timi,  nt 
Icii^h,  with  thcMT  fniiticM  Miggcstioius  I  w(lh  fain 
to  unbaid  thr  aevrrity  of  my  though t.n  hy  n  c*or- 
wponffaiMi  with  MMiir  iii(hi>tnfHiji  '  who  ]uul 
hiifif;  mx  fluiipim  trith  their  i'  lalMnini. 

1  contkirnxi  t)H*ir  work  wnii  >^.vii  attention,  that 
I  woon  bmunc  lui  lu lept  in  the  niynterA'  of  weaving, 
ajhI  fnniijkhetl  niy«elf  with  an  many  iiM'ful  olmcrva- 
tioii!»  aikI  rr6crtion<«  on  tliat  art,  am  will  coniixific  a 
rrry  runouft  trvati-ie,  whirh  I  intent!  to  l>e(|ijefith  to 
the  KovaI  Soi'iety,  ftir  the  benefit  <if  our  w<x)llen 
nuuui fact ure ;  aimI  thiA  with  a  view  to  [)er{Mtimto 
my  own  luune,  mther  tluui  U'friend  niv  coiiiitrv. 
For,  tliAiik  Heaven  !  I  am  wfajiwl  from  all  at  loch- 
men  U  of  that  kiixl,  and  Uxik  ii{x>n  myself  as  one  verv 
little  ol)liptJ  to  anv  ?*ocietv  w luib«oever.  Although 
I  preaided  w  ith  abNolute  |x>wer  over  this  lon^-leggwl 
connnunity,  and  distribute*!  rewanlsand  punishments 
to  each,  acconiiiiL:  to  his  deserts  I  f^ru^  ini|vitient  of 
my  situation ;  and  mv  natural  diNposition  one  day 
prevailing;,  like  a  fire  which  had  long  been  smoth- 
ered, I  wreaked  the  fury  of  my  indication  upc)n  mv 
innocent  subjects  and  in  a  twinkling  destroyed  the 
whole  race.  While  I  was  employed  in  this  general 
massacre,  the  tunikev,  who  brought  me  food,  opened 
the  dix)r,  and  perceiving  mv  tnin>{X)rt,  shrugged  up 
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hin  «ihoul(li*rs  nml  livoinj;  iiiv  Allotritncc,  wiiit  oul, 
|in)iii>(iii(  iri^,  /r  jMurrt  Jitthlt  f  la  Mr  hit  tcttrme. 
Mv  |Mii>i>i(>n  no  MMHicr  MibMclrfl  lluui  I  rmoh-rd  to 
prufit  bv  thii  upiiiion  of  the  jailrr,  unci  from  tiuit 
cUv  cuunU'i-fritiHl  liinAnr  with  Mich  mrrM,  that  in 
\cm  than  thrtT  iiioiith%  I  wim  clrhvctrd  fn>t  •  Ha»- 
tile,  ami  firtit  to  gallrvm,  in  which  i\H  \  tiaHJght 
my  IxKlily  ri^Mjr  mi^ht  Imt  of  wnricr,  although  the 
fkrultir!!  of  mv  mi  ml  wen*  flemvccL  Rffufe  I  wm 
chaitHxl  to  the  oar,  I  rrrei\e«l  thn^-  f'  "  'm,?  -•'-'^ni 
by  way  of  wtlrofrx*.  t^nt  I  mi^ht  ti..  .-  ..  led 
more  tractable,  i.  thatAmlirtg  I  u«d  all  the  arKO- 
nrntji  in  my  powrr  to  pmoade  them  I  waa  only  wmd 
nttrik  -motiJk - avjtf ,  intd,  rnkt  m  Uu  wimi  vtu  mmikrr^ 
knnc  a  kamk  from  a  kmmti  mm. 

**  In  our  aeconcl  cniiie  we  hni\  th^  ffnod  fat  turn  to 
he  overtaken  hy  a  tempeat,  •  « h  tlie  Uaw 

wers  unbound,  that  tlicy  mi^ht  r«  utr  tlie  more 
to  the  prttfTatkm  of  the  fcmllcy,  and  Karr  a  chanre 
for  their  live*,  in  cmae  of  diipwrrck.  Wc  were  no 
HMHwr  at  liberty,  tlian,  making  ournlwi  inaatin 
of  the  wwl«  we  roMii^l  t)M*  oAcvn^  an<l  ran  Iter  on 
■bore  Amanfc  mrks  on  the  coaat  of  Portuptl  >« 
wbnre  I  luiAt(>tM^l  to  Ii%bon«  with  a  %iew  of  obtain- 
ing my  |)aiMAf^  in  mm  ibip  luiiind  for  hjigUnd* 
wbcTP,  by  thi«  time,  I  hoped  my  affair  wm 
forgot  tft*n. 

Hut,  before  thU  nheme  could  be  arrotnplklMi» 
my  eril  genius  led  dm  into  company;  atMl.  being 
intoxic^tt I  br^pm  to  Imiach  dortrincB  on  the 
nibject  of  n'  .  aome  of  the  jiariy 

were  ermndaliaed  ai»<i  .        <ti ;  and  I  «aA  next  day 


out  u/  \m\i  \»\  Om*  c»ltit^r»  uf  tlir  Ilit|iiiAi- 

mtu\  «            '  tu  A  CbU  iu  tlir  pnnoii  Im-Ioii^hik 
to  tlMt  ll. 

••At  o»»  f    •   •\%!  my  rr»rfilinrtit  wiu 

»imti|[  mmkIi   til  !tMl(T   thr  torttirr, 

vlikli  1  Mdumi  «  iHjt  my  rt-Milti- 

tkm  aImImL  Slid  Oi  >  i\  niulnl,  whcti  I 


thm  oUmt  Mt  of  tlw  tluit  in  a  »)inrt  time 

Uwfv  wtMikl  bv  an  mIo  da  fi  .  in  runart|urn<Y  cif 
vfiidi  1  AnyM,  in  all  pmbalNlity,  lir  dfftnMft  to  the 
iawca,  if  I  vould  not  rmcjuncr  my  hri  ..  cmins 
and  Mibmit  to  MMh  fM^attrr  it«  \\\r  rhurrh  khuuld 
think  it  to  prwT   -      1  .    «•  wrvtrh  waa 

eanTirtod  of  Judakm*  »hirh  hr  )iail  pnvatrly  prac- 
ti«d  br  coonivanrr  for  manv  rcans  until  hi-  hiul 

•  •  • 

anHMHd  n  IbHana  «ilBri<^t  to  attrart  the  rrpinl 
of  \  Mirrifiois  ajxl  arrfinl- 

it>.  fur  tlir  »takc  ;  while*  I,  not  at 

al  u»  of  tlir  m>«n  of  maii  \nlcmi,  n-wK  wl  to 

**•  ■   '*  tt,  vhrti   I   ^Tifk  hnni^ht  to  tJie 
(^ur»Uoii  tiir  • ,  I  inndf  a  Milt  rnn  n-caii- 

iatioQ.    \%  I  luui  iKi  •  •  to  oli^tnirt  my 

■Jmtioo,  I  va*  mimi  \u\*j  lii*.  UiMnii  of  the  rhtm-h, 
and«  by  vay  of  pconDcr,  ctijoirRti  to  walk  barefoot  to 
Rome  in  tbr  habit  of  a  pil^m. 

•*  During  mx  prrppri nation  through  Spain,  I  wan 
<lKaincd  a»  a  intil  1  could  procure  creilenlials 
ftom  the  Inqu.  'ii  at  IJsImn  ;  and  hehavefl  with 
mch  raolutioo  ainl  mer%'e,  tlu&t,  aAirr  Ix-iiig  n  leascd, 
I  wai  deemed  a  pmr»r»-  pr»nion  to  be  emplovwl  in  tpial- 
itv  of  a  iecrct  ii/      _     'T  at  a  certain  court,  'lliia 
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ofRce  I  iiiulertook  without  hcNitjition ;  aikI  being 
funuHhi'il  with  money  aiMl  hilU  of  c-mlit,  cTOMvod 
the  Pyn-'iufs  wit!i  inti'ntion  to  rcvenj^  imivlf  upon 
the  S|)Aiiiftnli  for  thenr%Tntir^  I  hml  nndrrponr  chir- 
iiig  my  captivity. 

**HHvin^  thrn*fbrp  eflbctoAlly  cliigitiKd  nuiulf  by 
a  change  of  drvsm^  aii<l  a  Uryc^  patch  on  one  eye,  I 
hintl  an  ct|iii)m|»e,  ami  apiiran^ci  at  liologna  in 
tpiality  of  an  itinerant  ph>*«irian;  in  which  c^|iacity 
I  nucreeded  tolerably  well,  till  my  wrvantA  (le(^ni|M^l 
in  the  night  with  my  twiglf  m  And  IcfY  mc  in  tlie 
c*on(lition  of  Adam.  In  fthort,  I  hare  trmrelled  ow 
the  greatest  [mri  of  Europe,  an  a  bcfQcar,  pilgrim, 
prieffi,  aoldier,  gamester,  and  quack  ;  ajwl  felt  the 
extremes!  of  in<)igi*nce  and  o|Hilence,  with  the  inclem- 
ency of  wt-nther  in  all  it»  \  ici^AituiU-^  I  have  leannxi 
that  the  character!  of  mankiiMl  are  erervwhere  tlie 
Mune;  that  mnm  and  boncntv  bear  an 

infinitely  iimall  proportion  to  folly  and  rice  ;  and 
that  life  i%  at  be<it  a  |)altry  pnivince. 

**Aflcr  having  ttufTereil  inntmirrahlc  lianUhipt, 
dangers  anil  <li%gmre%  I  retunicd  to  Ixmdon,  where 
I  lived  lome  yean  in  a  garret,  and  picked  up  a  nib- 
•iitence^  such  an  it  wa«,  by  vending  |Hirgr»  in  tb« 
?«trects  from  the  iMck  of  a  pird  home  ;  in  which  Mtua- 
titm  I  iiAiti  to  bar  •>  tlie  moh  in  broken  I*  *  h, 
\inder  pretence  of  ix  iu^  an  High  Genoan  doi 

**At  lajit  an  uncle  di«l,  hy  wh<Hn  I  inbciii  an 
rotate  of  three  hundrt^l  (mhuhU  jmt  annum,  though, 
in  hin  lifetime,  he  would  not  have  |iarii^l  «ith  a  ni- 
jx  nce  to  nave  my  jiouI  nnd  Ixwly  fmm  |M*nlitioa. 

**  I  now  appear  in  tJie  world,  not  a»  a  member  of 
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»>>v  coaMMIBilVt  w  «i)uit  i*  mlU'«i  il  rrmtiin*, 

Uit  mrrrly  a*  a  ilm  riiirrtAiii*  hiiiiMlf 

'h  Om*      11 1 uf  m  Jiuk  |ni<'        .  ajmI  )MiM|UfU 
i|ilMn  in  rtiriiiu-*  At  If >|^*r)H'«uU. 

'lliAt  1  iiMV  (lio|M>»itioii,  AlMtnu  trtl  fniiii 

mil  in*  !       •        •  (III,  I  fci^ 

mwli  ikAl  .  I      '  only  m\n'u\ 

aJI  (li«putr«  iu>«t  :....{!  .  iu4t  a1«o  iMi^iiie 

m—tcT  uf  A  th«Hi%Aii<l  1:  .  wluili  An*  I'wrv 

'^-ti  111       |>r^  -      ,  ^v.'.jiHjt  Aiiv  nu^pirion 
n> . .  (tnl.     V«Ki  Mw  how  I  lutiidlctl 
t)ia'  .ill  At  tiiy  I  July  l*lAU<»il)le'ii  tlic 

o'l  <  '  1  :ir  Mtiie  tm*t)iiMl  I  pmrtiic  ii|Min  the 


cm- 


(h«»  hi -.Tit  NN  ♦  V/.  thr?  ftuur,  »U|r  lun 
lartUnt,  the  pi  hhistcriti^  (^>wAnl, 

tlir  Ta wrung  tuul,  t)ic  |H-ii  iin|i,  »Iy  tJutqu-r,  ajuI  vvi*ry 
t)t}K-r  »pni<<%  of  kiui^cB  AJitl  ftMils  ^ith  which  thU 

**  In  coii«n|iimcv  of  my  nmk  and  t  luiim'tiT,  I 
obtAin  frt^  Aihuiartoo  to  Um*  Uilii-^  Ainuii^  whom  I 
hAvr  Art|uirT«l  tl»c   a|'  nn  uf  the  ScAii(lalou<t 

Omm:  '  \-  I  mil  o.  in-ti,  %ihile  Hi  lent,  in  no 
oUwr  ii|ci)t  tiuui  tliAt  of  A  I'tMitAtool  ur  eUMiw-rluiir, 
Uiev  clirwl  thrir  conviT»Aticin  of  all  rv^tmint  lK*f<iru 
nic.  And  gntt I fy  my  m-ii«4.'  of  hearing  with  »t range 
things  which,  if  I  onihl  prevail  u|Kin  myself  to  give 
tile  wurltl  that  -  '  *'u  ti«»n,  wouM  coiiijK>se  a  riiriou'* 
piece  of  nem*t  i..  :  \,  aiul  exhibit  a  quite  difTerent 
idea  of  cliamrtcp*  f*"?M  ^^V  lt  {tiininonly  enter- 
tained. 

*•  Bv  this  time,  voun^      utleman,  vou  may  ix-r- 
ceire,  that  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  be  a  valuable 
n>i..nL  —  2  [  1~  ] 
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cx>rr»pondenU  An<l  tluit  it  wiH  }^  your  interot  to 
deMne  my  ctinfitlfnci'." 

Here  Die  mi!«aiithm|ie  K-fl  off  tpeaking,  ilcainHiH  to 
know  the  fefitimviiLs  uf  our  ku-ro,  who  embraced  tlic 
pioffgml  alliiinoe  in  a  tnuiAfxirt  of  joy  ami  surprbe; 
aiif]  the  treaty  was  no  looner  concludMi^  than  Mr. 
Crabtree  began  to  perferni  artirU-a,  by  ini|iarting  to 
him  n  thoiiaAJul  (Ichcioui  Mmrts  fmm  the*  |XHaemxi 
of  which  he  promised  him«rlf  innunNrrahle  acmm  of 
mirth  and  enjoyment,  \\\  means  of  thin  aawriatr, 
whom  he  cumidcrgd  as  the  ring  uf  (ivgirs  he  foraaw, 
tliat  he  should  be  enabled  to  |MtH'tnitr,  not  only  into 
the  ckiambiTi,  biit  even  to  the  inmoit  ihoughtji  of 
the  fcouUe  bol  In  onitT  to  wanl  off  wipickMi,  they 
agreed  to  rerile  each  other  in  |Miblic,  ami  matt 
at  a  certain  private  rendnvoitft,  to  ri>mmiinirate 
their  mutual  duKOwriaa,  and  concert  their  future 
o|M'nition)^ 

in  oooM(|uaio0  of  a  letter  from  IJetitenant  Ilatrh- 
way,  rrprwnting  tlie  dangerous  iiit nation  of  the 
cotninndore,  Pen*gi^')(*  t(M>k  a  hasty  leare  of  his 
fr        (uul  departed  immcdiatalj  Ibr  the  garrison. 
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ruacmorB    •      »>  at         «;AMBt«nv,  wmkic  nf 

Ta  .  •  i^,  Willi  \l\T  1>A\  Ut..%U*Sn  HIM  M  »  >  !M, 
AVD  tt  H  Mll  li  A(  t  tiaii|\u  Tx>  111*  urns  in 

— mmm  ckvtulmkm  ik  nii:  cor^-nr  maik  a 

ft  m    ATTtMrr  \Ct^MMuliATK  MATTKKJI 

Brmivr  Ma.  uamaui.l  ncKLr.  axu  his  KLUVjer 


^H(M*T  four  oVlork  in  the  morning  mir 
f^L       hrn>  arn^rd  at  llic  fpirriMin,  where  he 

/ — ^  :  imi  his  gwwiooa  uin  lc  in  extremity, 
^  Mip|M>rtnl  in  UtI  hy  Julia  un  one  nitle, 

ajhI  lj«  vitcfuuit  H«trh«fiir  tin  i\w  ut)ier,  while  Mr. 
Ji>itcT  sihaillbtgttti  V  il  ronMtUtion  to  hin  soul ; 
aimI  between  whiles  cxMiifurt^il  Mrs.  'rmniiion,  who, 

fi  her  OMud,  Mit  hy  the  6n\  wef|iing  with  gnrat 
derofum  ;  the  pli\%iriiui  liaving  juat  Inken  hin  lajit 
fees,  and  retired,  aAi-r  pnuiuunciiig  the  fntal  pn>g- 
Dostic,  in  which  he  aiixioUAiy  wished  he  might  \x 
mistAien. 

'Hiough  the  commtKion-'s  •»[x«efh  was  interruptwl 
by  A  violent  hiccup,  he  still  retained  the  um;  of  his 
MOWi;  aod,  when  Peregrine  approached,  stretched 
out  his  hand  with  manifest  signs  of  sati.sfactiun. 
The  voung  gen ' '  n,  whose  heart  overflowed  with 
gratitude  and  ik::<.viion,  could  not  Ix-hold  such  a 
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!iprctArlo  unmovwl.  He  cfulcftvoumJ  to  concTHl  his 
tcndenu-Ns,  which,  in  the  wil<hii*v4  of  his  youth,  ami 
the  pridi'  of  Ilia  (h^|M>sitioIl,  he  c^>nsi()eivd  as  a  deru- 
gation  fniiii  his  iiiaiihtMMl ;  Ixit,  in  hpite  of  all  his 
endeavoupv,  the  tears  guiihccl  from  his  eyes  «hile  he 
kiH.He<l  the  old  man*t  band ;  and  he  was  so  utterly 
diM-oneerted  hy  his  grief,  that,  when  he  attenipte<I  to 
speak,  his  ton^ie  denied  its  office  ;  —  ho  tliat  the  com- 
iikmIohs  |M*nx*iving  his  di^onler,  made  a  lant  effort  of 
ftren^h,  and  conM>led  him  in  theM*  wonb  :  — 

••Suah  the  fipmy  from  your  liownprit,  my  go<xl 
la<l,  and  c«)il  up  your  spinta.  You  uni%t  ntit  let  the 
toplifts  of  your  heart  give  way,  iM^-auM-  you  mx»  me 
ready  to  go  down  at  the«c  yearv  Many  a  l)ettcr 
man  ha>  foundeml  before  be  baa  made  half  mv  wav; 
th(»f  I  tnist,  hy  the  merry  of  (tod,  I  he  sure  in 
port  in  a  wry  few  ghuaea,  and  fa^t  mtxired  in  a  most 
Mend  riding  ;  for  my  good  friend  .loiter  hath  over- 
hauliti  the  jounial  of  my  sins,  and,  hv  the  oliM*na- 
tion  he  liath  taken  of  the  state  of  mv  soul,  I  hope  I 
•ball  happily  conelude  my  voyage,  and  U>  brought 
up  in  the  latitude  of  heaven.  I  lere  has  been  a  doctor 
that  wanted  to  stow  me  choc-k  full  of  ph\«»ir;  luit, 
when  A  mairs  hour  is  rome,  what  >  hi%  taking 

his  de|Mirture  with  a  '|)othecar>*s  iihop  in  his  hold. 
'llioM'  fellow  H  c^ime  along^icle  of  <lying  men,  bke  the 
meHM'nger*  of  the  Admiralty  with  >ailiiig  onlers; 
but  I  told  him  as  how  I  could  ^lip  my  c^ble  withtMit 
his  dim'tion  or  aMiintanre,  ami  "^o  he  luiuled  off  in 
dudi^-on.  'Hiis  rurM«d  himip  make?t  such  a  rippling 
in  the  current  of  my  s|)ecch,  tliat  mavhap  vou  <h»n't 
uiidenUDd  what  I  Jiay.    Now,  while  the  sucker  of  mv 
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«in<i  |Mimp  will  I  wimlil  «illin^lv  mrntion  a  fvw 
thilif^  whirli  I  )io|Mr  VtHi  «ill  m  i  dtmn  in  the 
biH»k  uf  v«mr  miu'iiihnuKx*,  «Im*ii  I  luii  ntifT,  tl*  yt*  mv. 
llirrv*>  yuur  mint  Kitting  «hiin|M'nii^  hy  the  fin* ;  I 
cinure  Tou  will  kvx*]}  hvr  tii;ht,  wimii,  mid  ttcHy  in  ht-r 
old  :  tkw\  mi  hoiM-st  lu-nrt  in  lu  r  u%»n  wny,  and, 
Uiof  ftho  goem  a  littlv  muik  mid  liununirMinir,  hy 
bring  oftrn  '  ^v%\  with  Nmiti  mul  n-li^on,  nhe 
baa  bam  a  ta.iiiial  ftliipninti*  to  nic,  and  I  (UrL'nay 
Btw  tunKnl  in  with  miothrr  ninn  hiniv  we  fimt 
mbaricd  in  the  Minr  Uittoiii.  Jmk  llntrhwAy, 
you  know  the  trtiii  of  her  mi  wt-11  aa  eVr  a  man  in 
Knf^nd,  an«l  I  U'lievi*  hUv  Iia<«  a  kindncM  for  \ou  ; 
wbmby,  if  %ou  two  will  ^pple  in  the  way  of  nint- 
rimony,  when  I  mii  ((one,  I  do  nuppow  tluit  iny 
KNi.  for  love  of  me,  will  fdlow  you  to  live  in  the 
garmon  all  tlie  cUyi  of  your  life." 

IVnrjfrine  aMnirrd  hini,  he  wouhl  with  plrnAure 
comply  with  any  n>}Ue<»t  he  nhouKl  iiifike  in  Ixhulf 
of  two  pcrKww  whom  he  esteemed  no  much.  The 
lieutenant,  with  a  wa^nh  meer,  which  even  the 
gravity  of  tlie  Kituation  could  not  prevent,  thniike<I 
tbem  both  for  their  good-will,  telling  the  conuiio- 
dore,  he  was  ohliged  to  him  for  hi>  friendship,  in 
seeking  to  promote  him  to  the  cominnnd  uf  a  vessel 
which  he  himself  hiul  wore  out  in  the  hervice;  but 
that,  notwith>tandint?,  he  should  Ik.*  c-<)ntent  to  take 
charge  of  her,  thou«;h  he  could  not  help  being  shy 
of  coming  after  such  an  able  nangator. 

Trunnion,  exhausted  a:»  he  was,  smiled  at  this 
sally,  and,  after  some  pause,  resumed  his  admonitions 
in  this  manner  :  —    I  need  not  talk  of  Pipes,  because  I 
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know  vou  '11  do  for  him  without  any  rpcommendation  ; 
the  fellow  has  sailed  with  me  in  many  a  hard  gale, 
and  I  '11  warrant  him  as  stout  a  seaman  as  ever  set 
face  to  the  weather.  But  I  hope  you  '11  take  care  of 
the  rest  of  my  cn*w,  and  not  disrate  them  after  I  am 
dead,  in  favour  of  new  followepi.  As  for  that  young 
woman,  Ned  Gauntlet's  daughter,  I'm  informe<l  as 
how  she 's  an  excellent  wench,  and  has  a  re>{x^ct  for 
you ;  wherehv,  if  vou  run  her  on  board  in  an  unlaw- 
ful way,  I  leave  my  cun»e  upon  you,  and  trust  you 
will  never  prosper  in  the  voyage  of  life.  But  I 
bi*lieve  you  are  more  of  an  honest  man,  than  to 
behave  .HO  nmch  like  a  pirate.  I  beg  of  all  love  you 
wool  take  care  of  your  constitution,  and  lx*ware  of 
running  foul  of  harlots  who  are  no  better  tlian  so 
many  mennaid%  that  sit  u|>on  rocks  in  the  sea,  and 
hang  out  a  fair  facv  for  the  destruction  of  paasengen  ; 
tl»()f  I  must  say,  for  my  own  part,  I  never  met  with 
ajiy  of  thoite  sweet  Mngers,  and  yet  I  have  gone  to 
sea  for  the  space  of  thirty  yean.  But  howsomever, 
steer  your  course  clear  of  all  such  brimstone  b — es. 
Shun  going  to  law,  as  you  would  shun  the  devil ;  and 
l(K)k  U()on  all  attorneys  as  devouring  sharks  or 
ravenous  fish  of  prey.  As  soon  as  the  breath  is  out 
of  my  Ixxly,  let  minute  gims  be  firetl,  till  I  am  safe 
under  ground.  I  would  aLso  Ix?  buriwl  in  the  red 
jacket  I  had  on  when  I  boanled  and  took  the 
lieiiummif.  Let  my  pistols,  cutla-vs  and  ptx'ket- 
com|)a.ss  be  laid  in  the  coflin  along  with  me. 
Let  nie  Ik?  carrie<l  to  the  grave  bv  my  own 
men,  rigge<l  in  the  black  caps  and  white  shirts 
which  my  barge's  crew  were  wont  to  wear ;  and 
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UmJ  IliU^t  kivp  a  ^(mmI  liMik out,  lluit  lioiir  (if 
your  pilfi'ring  numllioiiH  mnv  (mtiir  nixi  )i«-<ivr 
mr  up  Aptiii,  for  tlie  liu-n*  of  nlint  thfV  tan  ^tt, 
until  the  cmrcmM  is  Ijclnvrd  hy  ti  toiiil^tone.  An 
fur  the  niotto,  or  «)mt  mui  mil  it,  1  \va\v  thai 
to  you  aimI  Mr.  Joltcr,  who  are  M-holarH  ;  but  I  do 
dcdrr,  tiiat  it  may  not  \iv  fiigravcd  in  the  Gnt'k  or 
Ijitin  lin^oM,  and  nuuh  li*v«  in  the  French,  uhich  I 
abominate,  Init  in  plain  Kn^li^h,  that,  >»hiii  the 
an^'l  cximes  to  \^^^'  (dl  hand%  at  the  ^reat  day,  he 
nuiv  know  tlmt  I  am  a  British  man,  and  s|K'ak  to 
roe  in  mv  mother  ton^e.  And  now  I  h,i\e  no 
more  to  «»ay,  but  God  in  heaven  Imve  mercy  u|K)n  my 
souU  <uid  f«end  you  all  fair  weather,  where>oevrr  you 
are  bmmd." 

So  Mixing,  he  n'j^niiii  every  indniduid  around 
him  with  a  look  of  complaivncy,  and  closing  his  eye, 
composed  himself  to  r\*>t,  while  the  whole  uudicnce, 
l^pes  hims4*lf  not  exc«'pte<l,  were  nielteti  with  sorrow; 
and  Mrs.  Trunnion  conscntttl  to  (juit  the  nniin, 
that  she  might  not  \yc  ex|)Oj>e<i  to  the  unspeakable 
anguish  of  seeing  him  expire. 

His  last  moroents,  however,  were  not  so  near  as 
thev  imagined.  He  began  to  dose,  and  enjoyed 
small  inter>als  of  ease,  till  next  day  in  the  aftenioon ; 
during  which  remissions,  he  was  heanl  to  pour  forth 
many  pious  ejaculations,  expres.sing  his  hope,  that, 
for  all  the  heavy  cargo  of  his  sins,  he  should  he  able 
to  surmount  the  puttock-shrouds  of  despair,  and  get 
aloft  to  the  cross- trees  of  God's  good  favour.  At 
last  his  voice  sunk  so  low  as  not  to  be  distinguished ; 
and,  having  lain  about  an  hour,  almost  without  any 
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peppoptihlc  signs  of  life,  hr  f;.i\e  np  the  ghost  with  a 
gnwiii,  uhirh  nniiouiuixl  his  (IttrnM*. 

Juliii  was  no  sooiht  ciTtificd  of  this  mehincholv 
event,  than  she  ran  to  her  aunt's  clmniber,  weeping 
aloud  ;  and  iinniedintelv  a  verv  d<tvnt  concert  was 
jK'rfomuti  bv  the  ginni  widow  and  her  atten<lanl.H. 
IVn'grine  and  Hutchwny  retire*!  till  the  corpM.»  should 
l)e  liiid  out  ;  and  Pipes  having  surveved  the  body, 
with  a  fait?  of  rueful  attention, —  **  Well  fare  thv 
•oul  !  old  Hawser  Trunnion;^  said  he,  man  and 
boy  I  liiive  known  thee  thejie  fi\e-and-thirty  yean, 
and  sure  a  tnier  heart  never  bn»ke  biscuit.  Many  a 
hard  gale  liast  tin  hi  weatheri'd  ;  but  now  thy  s|)ells 
are  all  over,  anrl  thy  hull  fairly  laid  up.  A  better 
commander  I  M  never  desire  to  ser%  e  ;  ami  w  ho  knowi 
but  I  may  help  to  set  up  thy  standing  rigging  in 
another  worhl  ? 

All  the  ser>ants  of  the  house  were  aflccted  with 
the  loss  (»f  their  old  master:  and  the  poor  [K-ople  in 
the  n('if^hl>ourh(KMi  if  ni bled  at  the  gate,  anfL,  by 
n*|)eate<l  bowlings,  expreitsed  their  sorrow  for  \hm 
death  of  their  charitable  lienefactor.  Peregrine, 
though  he  felt  everything  which  love  and  gratitude 
could  inspire  on  this  occasion,  was  not  so  nuich 
oxerwhelnutl  with  affliction,  as  to  Ik*  inca{Miblc  of 
taking  the  management  of  the  family  into  his  own 
hands.  He  gave  directions  alx)ut  the  funend  with 
great  di^-retion,  aAer  having  |iaid  the  compliments 
of  condolence  to  his  aunt,  whom  he  conMih**!  with 
the  as.Humnce  of  hi-*  inviohdile  e>tcrm  nn<l  nffi-ction. 
He  onleml  a  suit  of  nunirning  to  l>e  made  ff»r  every 
person  in  the  garrison,  and  invited  all  the  neigh Ixjur- 
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in^  UMIImmb  to  Um  burinl,  not  fitvptiiig  liifi 

fnther  luul  bruUMT  Gniii,  «hu  dicl  nut,  hoHf\iT, 
h«»iiour  the  cmmonv  witii  their  |)ri*M*niv ;  nor  wiu 
hi«  mother  humaiM  enough  to  \  Wii  her  nister-in-hiw 
in  her  ch»ln*»i» 

In  the  nirthcMl  of  intennent,  the  coinni(Mlon*\ 
injuiK'tionn  were  olieveil  to  a  tittle;  and  nt  the  Hiune 
UnM  our  Ik'Hi  niiule  a  ilonntion  of  tifl\  {MiuncLi  to  the 
poor  of  the  |Mm^h,  itH  a  K  •  tion  which  unile 
hA<l  forpit  to  lntjUfnth. 

Ilaviii^  1  tiK'd  thcae  ohM-tjuu  v^iththe  nu>>t 
pioutf  pin  14 1  ...IN,  he  eXAniine<l  t)ie  will,  to  whiih 
ihcTP  WAS  no  Atlilition  ^incv  it  hiul  lieen  timt  exetnite<l, 
Adjusted  the  (Miyment  of  all  tiie  K-^deM,  and,  U-in^ 
■ole  oecutor,  took  aii  aetnnmt  of  the  estate  to  w  h 
he  had  fucreevled,  which,  nfti-r  all  fItniucHotio, 
amounted  to  thirty  thoasaiui  |><>und!i.  The  ] 
lion  of  such  a  fortune,  of  which  he  wils  ut>M>liite 
mMter,  did  not  at  all  contribute  to  tlie  humiliation 
of  his  spirit,  but  inspired  him  with  new  idea.**  of 
grandeur  and  nwu^iitio  n<f,  and  elevateti  his  hojx;  to 
the  highest  pinnacle  of  exjMrctation. 

IIi>  domestic  aflain  bein^  .s4.-ttlefl,  lie  was  vi.site<l 
bv  almost  all  the  gentlenjen  of  the  wuntrv,  wl»o 
came  to  pav  their  compliments  of  congnitulation  on 
his  accession  to  tiie  estate ;  and  some  of  them  ofl'eml 
their  pKxl  offices  towards  a  n-tonciliation  Ix-twixt 
his  father  and  him,  induced  bv  the  general  detesta- 
tion w  hicli  w  jLs  entertained  for  his  brother  Gam,  who 
was  by  tliis  time  looked  upon  bv  liis  neighlxmrs  as  a 
prodif^y  of  insolenc*e  and  nuilice.  Our  young  scjuire 
thanked  them  for  their  kind  proposal,  wliich  he 
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Acxvptttl  ;  find  old  (mmalii'l,  at  tlieir  entreaties, 
8eeiiied  wry  well  diN|K>Mxl  to  aiiv  an*oinincKlntion  ; 
but,  as  he  would  not  venture  to  deeliire  himself 
before  he  hml  eoiwulte<l  liin  wife,  Jiis  fuvoumhle  dis- 
position waa  renderetl  alto^ther  ineflVftuaK  l)v  the 
iiisti^ntiona  of  that  implacable  woman ;  and  our 
hero  re»i|^)ed  all  ex|KX'tiition  of  IxMii^  reunite*!  to 
hin  fiither'.H  hoane.  liia  bmther,  as  usual,  took  all 
op|M>rtunitieii  of  injuring  his  character,  bv  false  a.s|)er- 
.sion.H,  ajid  utoriea  nii»n'pn'>ente<l,  in  onler  to  pnju- 
dice  hi.H  reputation  ;  nor  was  his  sister  Julia  Mifferwl 
to  enjoy  her  good  fortune  in  |)eare.  Had  he  under- 
gone such  pemerution  from  an  alien  to  his  blood, 
the  world  would  have  heanl  of  his  rc%*enge ;  but, 
notwithstanding  hiw  indignation,  he  was  too  much 
tinctun'd  by  the  prejutlices  of  (x)n.«ianguinity,  to  lift 
hin  arm  in  judgment  against  the  son  of  liis  own 
|Min'nt.s  ;  and  this  consideration  abridged  the  tenn 
of  his  re>idence  at  the  garrison,  where  he  had  pro- 
{MMetl  to  stay  for  some  niontha. 
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THK  TCN^vt;  i;r.VTi.r.MAS'  hams*.  Mn-ri.m  hin  im>m».htic* 

ArrAlB.S  AKIII\»-H  IN  UISIMIS,  AND  ^Kn  t'P  A  LAY 
RqriPAUB  —  HK  MK»:TH  wmi  KUIUA^  AKD  U 
IKTmODt'CKD  Til  HKS  l'\*('l.K. 

HIS  Auiit,  At  the  eftrnett  ttoliriUtiotiN  of 
.IuHa  iumI  hiT  huHtMind,  tiMik  up  hiT 
t^uartiTH  nt  the  htnisc  of  tliat  »ifU-<  titHi- 
ate  kin^woiiifui,  ^h<>  iiitule  it  her  rhief 
stiulv  to  ciiiiifort  niul  cheriNh  the*  (liMtiirsolatc  widow  ; 
and  Jolter,  in  c*X}MvtAtioi)  of  the  Hviiig,  whicli  wan 
not  \*et  vAcant,  rtMimiiietl  in  pirrison,  in  (|urthty  of 
lAiMl-!(tewAni  ii|Km  our  hero's  et)untr>'  estitte.  As 
for  the  lieuteiiHiit,  our  youii^  ^'iitleinan  eoininune<l 
with  him  in  a  serious  inanner,  nlK>ut  the  eomiiuxlore's 
projx»al  of  taking  Mrv.  Tnini)ion  to  wife  ;  and  Jack, 
Jmmiijj  quite  tired  of  the  soHtarA*  situation  of  a  Imelie- 
lor,  which  notliinj^  hut  tlie  eonijmny  of  his  old  com- 
mander could  have  enahhtl  him  to  supjKjrt  so  lon^, 
far  from  discovering  aversion  to  the  match,  o^>se^^ed 
with  an  arch  smile,  that  it  was  not  the  first  time  he 
had  commanded  a  vessel  in  the  al)sence  of  Captain 
Trunnion  ;  and  therefore,  if  the  w  idow  was  w  illing, 
he  would  cheerfully  stand  by  her  helm,  and,  as  he 
hoped  the  duty  would  not  be  of  long  continuance, 
do  his  endeavour  to  steer  her  safe  into  port,  where 
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the  comn)o<lore  inii;ht  coroe  on  buard,  and  take 
clmrj^*  of  her  a|^iin. 

In  coi)MH}u<>n<x*  of  thm  ilit  Innition,  it  wm  deter- 
miiu-d  that  Mr.  Ilatrhwaj  iboultl  make  hii  adclmvm 
to  Mrs.  Trunnion  as  toon  at  dormry  would  |)cmiit 
her  to  recxMve  thein  ;  and  Mr.  Clover  and  hi*  *»ife 
pmnH«H<d  to  exert  their  influence  in  hin  lii'half. 
Meanwhile  Jack  wax  di*Kired  to  li\e  at  the  ra>tle 
UHiml,  and  aviuml,  tliat  it  nhmild  lie  put  wholly  in 
liii  iM^kM-^nion,  a.4  Mion  fui  be  »lMMjld  beabU  to  accom- 
plish thin  nmtrinionial  nrheme. 

When  lVn*^ne  hml  M'ttled  all  thew  points  to  h\n 
own  Mti^fartion«  he  t(M>k  leave  of  all  hit  friendi,  and, 
refMiiring  to  the  fcreat  city,  purt*haNrd  a  new  chariot 
and  homes,  put  Pi|M-n  nnd  anotlier  lanpiey  into  riih 
liveries  took  ekgant  ItMl^in^  in  Pall  Mall,  and  made 
A  nimt  remarkable  ap|ieamnce  anion^  the  pe«>ple  of 
fJL^hion.  It  waAowing  to  thiiiec)ui|M%^%  and  thef^aietv 
of  hi«  iienonal  de|M>rtment,  that  in>nnnon  fame,  %»hu  h 
it  always  a  common  liar,  repreM*nted  him  as  a  younf( 
gentleman  who  ha<l  ju^t  Mii^n<etl<>d  to  an  estate  of 
five  thousand  poutuU  jxr  amtum^  by  the  death  of  an 
uncle;  that  he  wa%  entith^l  to  an  equal  fortune  at 
the  decease  of  hi*  own  father,  exclusive  of  two  con- 
siderable jointures,  which  would  devolve  u|M>n  him 
at  the  demise  of  his  mothtT  and  aunt.  'Ilii%  n*|M)ri, 
false  ami  n<linilous  as  it  was,  he  could  not  find 
in  his  heart  to  cnintnulicL    Not  Init  tliat  he  wiusorrv 

• 

to  fiiul  himself  so  mkrepresentcd ;  but  his  vAiiity 
would  not  allow  him  to  take  any  step  that  might 
dimini*«h  his  im()oriance  in  the  opinion  of  those  who 
courted  his  acquaintance,  on  the  supposition  that  his 
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Mud  to  lir.     N«v,  to  iium  Ii        lie  iufnttuittnl  In  tliit 
knf ,  that  Iw  rc*oK(xl  to  cticuiim^*  tin*  dtx^'p- 
tiaci«  by  lirinK  up  to  t)»e  nrport ;  aiiti  a&x'onlnt/lx 
mifAifMi  in  tltr  itMMt  rx|)m%i\r  |Muiii-)i  of  |il<  . 

nt;  thAt,  lirforr  hU  prvM*iit  rmiUKx**  »>l)oul(l  Im* 
U       f<ortunr  ««Milil  Im*  fffix-t imll y  nwuir,  hy 
till  ma\  AmMii]         iciitji  hr  »lioiilti  lui\c  (kxh- 

iioQ  to  dupUy  to  the*  bmii  iiioihIc  in  tlir  rtnin«c  uf 
Ilk  extra vAKADcr.  In  a  woni,  vAnity  aikI  pridi*  %»«*rv 
the  ruling  foiMm  of  otir  Ail^mtunT,  who  iiimpniil 
hiatelf  MifRrtmtly  cpiAlitu^l  to  r\*tnevr  Win  fortuiu*  in 
rATlou*  liiAfiTA,  long  licforv  lie  c^mM  liAve  Anv  i(lc*A  of 
VAnt  lit*  thtiu^ht  he  should  hnve  it 

in  hu  |jii«i-r.  At  <4Jiy  time,  to  nrnke  prixe  of  h  rich 
hcirr^s  or  opulent  «i<iow  ;  hi«  Ainhition  luul  Almulv 
AApirvd  to  the  heart  of  a  young  hAndtoine  diu  hc^i 
dovAgrr,  to  whoM  anp  *  a»cr  he  luul  ftnind  iiH*an< 
to  be  introduced;  or.  *  nmtriinonv  chniu-v  to 
be  unsuitable  to  his  incl i rut t  ions  he  never  (Itnihtcfi, 
that,  by  the  intrrt-»t  lie  niight  Art{uire  among  Die 
nobility,  he  ihould  Ix*  faxoun.'d  with  »ome  lucrative 
post,  that  would  ainplv  nToiii|M  nse  hini  for  tlie  lib- 
erality of  hi«  dinpo^itioii.  There  are  many  young 
men  who  entertain  the  ^anle  ex|)ectatioii«,  with  half 
the  rea^n  he  had  to  lie  Mi  presumptuous. 

In  the  midst  of  these  chimerical  calculations,  his 
psMon  fur  Emilia  did  not  subside  ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, began  to  rage  with  such  an  inflammation  of 
desire,  that  her  idea  interfered  with  every  other 
reflection,  and  aljsolutelv  disabled  him  from  proj>e- 
cuting  the  other  loftv  schemes  which  his  imagination 
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hiul  projected.  He  th*  n  fi>n-  Uid  down  the  hooort 
n*Mjlution  of  rt^iting  her  iii  all  Uic  »|iletidoiir  of  hit 
nitUAtion,  in  order  to  pmrtiae  ufion  her  virtue  vith 
all  hU  art  ami  addma,  to  the  utmost  extent  of  hU 
affluence  and  fortunCL  Nav,  wo  •flcrtuAUy  had  hk 
^iilty  pMsion  abMirhrd  hU  prindpica  of  honour,  con- 
nnrnct*,  humanitT,  and  rrgard  for  the  commodore't 
but  wonU,  that  he  «aA  ha^  enough  to  rpjoict  at  the 
alMmce  of  hU  frimd  (tutlfrrr,  who,  hetng  then  vith 
hift  rrgiincnt  in  Ireland,  could  not  dtrm  into  hit  pur- 
pote,  or  take  nieatUfM  fnr  fht^tmting  hu  vicioui 

PWmght  with  thM  hmic  noti«Miit%  Ym  detar- 

mimxl  to  «rt  otit  for  8uti  in  ht«  chariot  Aod  lii, 
attriMlcd  by  hi»  valrl-<ie-<-liamhfr  and  two  Ibutnwu  ; 
an<l  a^  he  wat  now  t—ihlt,  that  in  hit  Uut  cmj  he 
ha<l  mintakm  hit  cue,  he  drtrrminrd  to  change  hit 
battrrk',  and  tap  the  fortratt,  by  the  mutt  tuhniiMif% 
toH,  ajwl  insinuating  hehaviour. 

i  >n  the  evening  tliat  prrreded  this  pirofn— 1 
ditiun,  he  wmt  into  one  of  tlie  bo«<«  at  the  pU?- 
houta,  At  UMial,  to  fthow  himtdf  to  the  ladies ;  and 
in  rvoonnoitiiag  the  company  thniqgb  a  gla^s  for  no 
other  mton  but  htfwm  it  wat  fiuhionahle  to  he 
purblind,  |MTrri%ed  hit  wittf—  v«rr  pUinly  dmaed, 
in  one  of  the  tratA  ahow  '       tag«'«  talking  to 
another  yomg  vonan  of  a  vrrr  homelT  appear- 
ance.    1    m^b  bi«  heart  beat  the  aUnn  with  the 
utmost    II        .-nee   at   ftigbt  of  hi*    !  ■  '.lta«  he 
wat  for  loiiie  minutet  deterrtd  from 
impuUe  of  h\%  lox-c,  by   the  preienrij  ul 
Udiet  of  ftAliinn,  who,  ht  (eared,  would  tinnk  tlic 
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nil  isi.ikr  hu  mi'M»'' 
r.  Ni»r 
>  fmr  \trr 
r,  h'u\  I 


h  ti  litjai  hv  IumI 
«n  tMkkf  ci  ipUUtttnr.  Atttl  of  o  ^  rtirr  fp%v  Kim 
Cf«4il  fcar  tlx 

Emtman^td         «  •  i^**  *  •t^  hr  oooipliMl  «iUi 
tK»  dkimim  ai  lo«v«  *i><l  Hrw  to  tlic  |>U< 
cImmmt  ml.    lit*  air  »         ^  «rre  mo  nttiAxi*hlr, 
thai  it         aloMJMt  im|«'  thuuld  Kft^r  r*-  ! 

Uw  A  rurvau*  ulivr^rT,  c«|imall\       Iw  )ia<1 

cIhm  •  tisM  lor  coning  in,  «hm  hu  mtnuKv  rtJuUI 
Ml  fiul  to  attHMH  thm  ootirv  of  thr  •{  ta  ;  I 
■wn.  vbm  thr  «h«4r  boUir  huUiral  Hi  aU<  nticm 
to  thm  iwiftw— im  un  1    >iliA,  tlw^-forr, 

t  •  bifli  at  bu  (i  ^  ^      1  her- 

uucowmI  hy  thr  («i  aihI, 

Ilk  faitrfitioti  \t\  fnnti  the 

bos,  mmmamd  all  brr  fort..  .  ud,  aiitl  pnv 

paml  Ibr  bit  mcptioa.  llr  af|%anrr«l  tu  Imt  «ith 
an  air  of  aag^cfim  and  jov,  tnn|M-mi  with  iiiijclf»ty 
and  mprri,  and  csprvMcd  hu  Miti%faction  at  Mei-in^ 
bcr,  with  a  MHdaig  i^icmite  of  rr^^anL  Thcxi^ 
>bc  was  aituBMjy  «cll  pleaard  at  thu  unex|«ertMj 
hrbancmr,  ftbe  ■upprta^cil  the  cnnotionii  of  her  heart, 
and  ansvrml  his  com  pi  i  nun  U  «ith  nfffcti-d  ittsc  aiid 
uncoocqn,  turh  m»  nii^t  denote  the  (^ijtMl-huinour 
of  a  penuQ  who  mcet.«  hv  acricli*nt  witii  aii  iiMiifTer- 
cut  arquAintanre.  After  ha%ing  certified  hiiuMrlf  of 
her  own  good  health,  he  venr  kindlv  inquired  about 
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her  mother  aii<!  M'vm  Sophv.  j;n\c  Iht  to  umimtAiMl 
Umt  he  luul  Utelv  hren  fnvouml  with  a  Irttcr  frotn 
Gudfrvv :  thiit  l»c  hml  artiiallv  intcncM  to  art  exit 
next  iiioniing  on  a  vi%it  to  Mpl  (taunt  iH.,  «hirh« 
now  tlrnt  he  wA)%  Mj  ^PPJ  "  to  meet  with  her,  hr 
wuiiM  f»<>^t{ione,  until  hr  «houlci  ha^c  thr  ploMUfT  of 
atti         •  her  tc  " 


le  'nr 

iliti  :.t. 

niothcrr  wfin  e\|irrtr(l  in  town  in  a  frw  dajra^aiKi  that 
»he  hinflf  h'wl  coiiir  to  Ijoodon  loair  vtckt  ago,  to 
f(i%c  hrr  attcndanrr  upon  her  aunt,  who  had  Imo 
daiij{vrott»Jv  ill,  but  wm  now  prrttv  wrll  rm>vrmL 

Althouf;h  thr  ranvcnatioa  of  coun«  tunird  upoo 
gmcml  topics  during  thr  mtcrtainoMiit  hr  look  all 
op|Mirtunitin  of  being  |iartioiUr  with 
thn>uf(h  which  be  ronvrvnl  a  tlMMi«and  taoder  prot- 
cntAtiucia.  Sha  hiw  And  in w anil t  rrjoicrd  at  tlic 
humilitv  of  hi*  loukt;  liut.  far  from  rrvarding  it 
with  one  ApprvninK  glance,  ahr  imht«t  dcd 
thi%  (M-uUr  intrmiunr,  and  ratlirr  «w|ucttc<d  with  a 
young  gcntkman  that  ogltd  brr  froin  the  oppOMt* 
Ud.  IVf«gnnr\  petr  m  ra*ilv  datcrti^l  her  mn- 
tiiii  umI  he  wr  i  At  brr  d  'ion, 

which  ■erred  to  coutinn  hiro  in  bit  unwAmuitable 
dangnt  upon  her  (irr«on.    lie  |icniited  in  hi*  mk! 
itki  with  ill        ^nbla  pcfWvnuKv ;  when  thr  pkr 
wa»  m  d  bcr  and  brr  rocnpanton  into 

an  harkif  .( h,  ajmI  with  flif^  wa«  prnnittrd 
to  eMcort  Ukiu  to  thr  huuw  ul  iuudia't  UDcW»  to 
whom  mir  lM*m  wiu  intnMluoml  ^  >ung  lady*  an 

an  intimate  frien«l  of  lier  brother  i*t«Urrr. 

llir  old  ganllMBMi,  who  vat  no  itfingii  to  t)>c 
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Wt/ktlfT  of  ^■fff>viiiM>*«  mniMiioi)  with  hit  iiitrr'* 
itti  pon  hini  tu  ^iMy  »u|i|>rT,  iumI 

MBHtl  )  vrll  |iiciAM^I  «ltli  Ilia  cuiivrrM- 

tkm  MhI  «l»|ioftinrtil,  «hi(4i.  In  t)>c  brlp  of  In* 
afttml  MiK»nt),  hm  vawlr:  MUptcd   to  tin* 

iMMKKtr  of  bte  rtilrrtailtrr.  At\rr  •tipfirf,  wlim  tin' 
lailiai  Wfv  withdrawn,  aimI  i  cmJInl  for 

bii  fxp***  our  »1y  »•  rrr  f(»ilo«r«l  hi* 

TlMiagb  Im  abl»arml  the  |»Uiit«  l»r  •tm»kr«i  «iith  aji 
tkir  ai  iaifti'  m.  aimI  r\|Mituitr(l  U|mhi  tin- 

vtftUBB  ai  iukm^xx^  A*  if  Kc  IumI  llrrtl  clrr|ily  o 
omwd  in  Ihr  N         •  tnuir.     In  Um*  |ini|;n^  of  ilw 
rm^  hm  c\Mk*.Alad  the  mr-  '         '  'ti  . 

i  -  '  '  :  «  •  eooui^  U}«'u  t  M 
<  ve  A  prolcw^  '       tkii.  Wild) 

'  'if  ihft  n  in«  axmI  tiu- 

»  •  :  .  %  fomt  i;.  <  .^l)r<l  A^Airut 

cluticA,  vitii  tlK*  nAturc  of  «ihuh  h« 
«•  .  \1  AA  »rU  AT^UAintrd  a*  Any  rt>tiiini««'  *r  •  r  of 
ibt  miloaM;  to  that  tiic  uncle  va«  a»U>i..  .  i  aI 
Uwotent  of  hu  koovlcdi^.  And  rxpreacd  hi^  *nr- 
prm  UiAt  A  KAT  Toung  gmtlrnuin  like  him  ^  i 
Iwirv  CmiihI  rttbcT  )rt«urr  or  inrlinAtion  to  romidiT 
MihjrcU  to  foreign  to  tlic  UaIu uoable  ainuicin<niU  of 
>outh. 

Pkklc  Uid  hold  on  thi*  opjiortunity  to  tell  him, 
thAt  he  «A«  dfrgndw<  froin  a  rmre  of  merrhAnti ; 
And  thAt,  emrly  in  life,  he  hAd  niAde  it  his  buAinen 
to  imtnict  hiimrlf  in  the  different  branches  of  trade, 
which  he  not  onlr  ^  I  a.%  his  fAinilv  prufe»»ion, 
but  aIio  m»  the  sourre  of  a11  our  national  riches  and 
power.  He  then  launched  out  in  pFAiae  of  commerce. 
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and  t)ie  prorooters  thereof ;  and,  hv  way  of  rontraiii 
i-niplovetl  all  hU  ridicule  in  drawing  ntich  ludicroui 
pirtuiTA  uf  the  niannen  ami  e«lucation  of  what  Ib 
a\\\vi\  high  life,  that  the  tnukr*t  Mm  were  ahakcn 
hv  IniightcT,  even  to  the  danger  of  hi«  life ;  and  Ik* 
looked  U(K>n  cxir  adventurer  an  a  niinK*le  of  nohrictjr 
and  giMxl  wnse. 

finving  thiu  ingmtiateil  hinuielf  witii  the  umlr, 
ri  iv^'rine  t<M)k  hin  leave,  and  neit  dav,  in  the  fore- 
noon vi%iti<d  the  nirt^  in  hit  chariot,  aAer  ^he  had 
been  admonished  bv  her  kiiunian  to  behave  with  cir- 
ctimA|irrtion,  and  rautioiM^d  against  neglrrting  or  di>- 
oournging  the  aildienei  ot  eudi  a  valuable  admirer. 


t  ii.vr  i  hU   >i.\       i  \  1  I  \  I. 


HI  rtovrt-rr^  tft«  tiftMtaf  t  r^iv  imiiia  «tTii  ub>  ^T 
.  Airf»  rrftfti  >  i  aA\>  i . 

OI  II  AiiM  tit tirvr,  Imping  bv  hu  hvporn%r 
uiitAinrd  frrr  at^^*^  to  hi*  iiiiitn 
bcipui  thr  rftifi,  bv  prufnMiiig  tlie  nuM 
Mormr  cxjcr  i  for  hit  Umnrr  lc\  ity, 
and  iroploriaf  bcr  forgitciw  »ith  fturh  raunmt  mi|>- 
lUimtian,  IhAt,  gUAnlnl  a»  the  «a»  afpiiii^t  hi*  flat- 
tariff  turia^  tlw  bt|^  U>  brlirve  hi*  |imtc»Utioiu, 
vbidi  «rrr  e^rti  Acrucnpanicil  «ith  tmrs  And  aljati'd 
a  good  dml  of  tiuit  wtrritv  ajmI  dL<»tAnce  iJie  \vu\ 
ptupowd  to  Buuntnin  during  thi«  intrnicw.  She 
would  not,  Ko«rtrr,  favmir  hi  in  with  the  lemxt  tu^- 
'od^tuttki  of  A  mutual  paj*ion,  becmuw,  in  t^K* 
Ui*a>l  of  liM  vtnrt  of  etrnud  coojKiano'  and  tnith,  he 
did  not  ■Motion  one  »\lU)>le  of  wcfllork,  thou^i 
he  was  now  entireW  nia-^trr  of  hin  own  conduct ;  and 
thu  coQAdrratiun  rrmted  a  doubt,  which  fortified 
her  against  all  hii  attarkm.  Vet,  what  hor  discretion 
would  hare  concealed,  waa  discovered  bv  her  evfn, 
which,  in  spite  of  all  her  endeavoun,  bn-athed  furtli 
roniplaceno'  and  love.  For  her  inclination  wa.s  flat- 
tered bv  her  own  self -efficiency,  which  iinpute<l  her 
admirer  9  silence  in  that  particular  to  the  hurry  and 
perturbation  of  his  spirits  and  persuaded  her  that 
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he  ctnild  not  p«>^sihly  ropinl  her  with  any  other 
than  hoiioiimhlt*  intrntiotin, 

'\l\v  iii'^idioiLH  K»viT  i*xultc«l  in  the  tinthTnosw  of 
her  looks  frtnn  whit  h  hi*  prcMi^tl  a  niinpli'te  vic- 
tors* ;  but,  thnt  he  nii^ht  not  ovcr»Jio*»t  hiniM'lf  hv 
Win  own  pnTipitntion,  he  wuukl  not  nin  the  risk  of 
clit^Urin^  hiniM'If,  until  her  heart  should  be  m  lar 
entangksd  «»ithin  Wm  lamirA,  aji  t)uit  neither  themg- 
gationii  of  honour,  pnidt-ncr,  or  priilc-,  nhould  be 
able  to  dinengage  it.  Anned  with  this  iTMilution,  hr 
reHtrained  t)ie  im|Mtirmv  of  hi<»  temper  «ithin  tiie 
liuiitii  of  the  nimt  drliente  dr|M)rtnKfit  Af\er  hav- 
inf(  Molirited  and  ohtnitM'd  {lennivkion  toattrnd  her 
to  the  next  o|M*m«  Ik*  t(M>k  h4*r  hy  the  haiMl,  and, 
pn-Miin)(  it  to  hii  li|M  in  the  iiuM  n-»|M*rtful  manner, 
went  away,  leA\iii^  her  in  a  nimt  wlumsical  iktate  of 
niApemie,  r)K<t|UCTt*d  *»ith  nn  intere«t!nif  ^i^•^^'»^♦^!de 
of  ho|)e  aiHl  fear. 

On  the  ap|mint(nl  d/iv,  he  appeared  again  fibnnt 
five  oVliK-k  in  the  liniTiuMin,  and  found  her  i  . 
rluuiiui  Ko  much  iinprovcd  bv  the  lulviuitagni  •  : 
dmn,  tlmt  he  wax  transported  with  a<!mimtion  and 
delight  ;  and,  while  he  coiMhirtevI  her  to  the  Hay- 
market,  ciNiltl  ■ciirre  hriille  the  im|M*tumity  of  hit 
pamion,  m>  aa  to  olMeoe  the  forlienrin^  niaxim«  he 
hiul  adopted.  Wln^n  »he  ent«'ntl  the  pit,  he  had 
ahundnrnv  of  fiMxl  for  the  p^'  «>ii  of  hit  \anity  ; 
for,  in  a  moment,  whe  erIi|»M«d  all  the  female  part  of 
the  nudienre,  each  indivithuil  allowing  in  her  o«n 
heart  that  the  ntr  i  wan  hy  far  the  haiKivimext 
wonmn  then*  pn-^-nt,  eicvpt  herself. 

Hen*  it  wa*  tliat  our  hem  enjoyed  a  double  tri- 
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uroph ;  »M»  «Ain  of  (hit  opiMirtunity  to  «>nhAnce 
lit*  rr|MitAti(>n  for  i'  'itn  aiiKui^  t)ir  bulif<i  (if 
6u)iiuci  wliu  kiirw  hi  i  prxMid  uf  an  octaaioii  to 

d*«!<Kv  hit  c|iiAlit\  I  .  .  itAJicr  to  Kmiha,  that  the 
i!  ^  cBtarUun  the  giwitrr  idcA  uf  ti)c  roiu|unt  aKc 
had  ommW.  ancl  |My  the  itMKr  dtfcrmcie  to  hit  impor- 
t Alter  ill  t)%r  wxjurl  of  hi*  MUlreMA.  'lluit  h«.*  iiiif^ht 
|irtilit  *•  iiiiich  tu  |K»Mit>W  by  thu  titujitioii,  lie  w«*nt 
Up  mm!  Mxxntnl  r\rry  |M*rMMi  in  the  pit,  with  whom 
hr  rirr  hail  i\w  lr«ut  cociiii  i,  «hi%|M*n*(l  luid 

UuKltni  «ith  All  ■ftrtad  air  of  fAiinliArity,  and  even 
boticd  at  a  di»tAiic«  to  mmm  of  the  nohility,  on  tha 
■Itiwlir  IfwmHattno  of  having  AtocMl  nmr  thotii  at 
cnurt,  or  pri— t<d  tbam  with  a  pinch  of  rappee  at 
^^       '« diocoUU-boiiaa. 

iui»  ridiculout  ottentatioti,  though  now  prartiMxl 
vith  a  riew  of  protaoting  hu  d<-<«i^ni,  waa  a  weakoes 
that,  in  HUM  d^gTMi  infertrd  the  whole  of  hii  be- 
hariour ;  for  noUiiqg  gA^  him  »o  much  joy  in  con- 
TVTMtion,  a*  an  opportunity  of  p^ing  the  com|Mny 
to  understand  how  well  he  was  with  pernonn  of  din- 
tingutahed  rank  and  rhararter.  lie  wuuld  oflen, 
for  fiamplf^  ohKnre,  as  it  were  occaAionAJly,  that 

the  Duke  of  (*  waa  one  of  the  bc^t-natured 

men  in  the  world,  and  illustrate  this  ancrtion  by 
•one  inilance  of  hi%  aifahility,  in  which  he  himself 
was  concerned,    llien,  by  an  abrujit  tramition,  he 

would  repeat  some  repartee  of  Lady  T  ,  and 

mention  a  certain  bon  mai  of  the  Earl  of  C  , 

which  WAS  uttered  in  \\\s  hearing. 

Abundance  of  young  men,  in  this  manner,  make 
free  with  the  names,  tliough  they  have  never  Fiad 
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access  to  the  persons  of  the  nobility  ;  but  this  was 
not  the  case  with  Peregrine,  who,  in  consideration  of 
his  appearance  and  supposed  fortune,  together  with 
the  advantage  of  his  introduction,  was,  by  this  time, 
freely  admitted  to  the  tables  of  the  great. 

In  his  return  with  Emilia  from  the  opera,  though 
he  still  maintained  the  most  scrupulous  decorum  in 
his  behaviour,  he  plieil  her  with  the  most  passionate 
expressions  of  love,  scjuee/XHj  her  hand  with  great 
fervency,  protested  that  his  whole  soul  was  engrossed 
by  her  idea,  and  that  he  could  not  exist  independent 
of  her  favour.  Pleased  as  she  was  with  his  wann 
and  pithetic  addresses,  together  with  the  respectful 
manner  of  his  making  love,  she  yet  had  prudence 
and  resolution  sufficient  to  conbiin  her  tenderness, 
which  was  ready  to  run  over;  IxMug  fortified  against 
his  arts,  by  reflecting,  that,  if  his  aim  was  honour- 
able, it  was  now  his  business  to  declare  it.  On  this 
consideration,  she  refused  to  make  any  serious  reply 
to  his  earnest  expostulations,  but  afl'ected  to  rt^Mve 
them  as  the  undetermined  effusions  of  gallantry  and 
good  breeding. 

This  fictitious  gaiety  and  good-humour,  though  it 
Ijaffled  his  ho|)e  of  extorting  from  her  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  which  he  mii^ht  have  taken  innnediate  adv»m- 
tage,  nevertheless  encouraged  him  to  o!)serve,  as  the 
chariot  passe<l  along  the  Strand,  that  the  night  was 
far  advanced  ;  that  supper  would  wrtainly  \ye  over 
l)efore  they  could  reach  her  uncle's  house ;  <vnd  to 
propose  that  he  should  wait  upon  her  to  some  place, 
wheix?  they  might  Ixj  accommodated  with  a  slight 
refrcNhment.     She  was  off'endetl  at  the  fix?edom  of 
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this  proposal,  which,  however,  she  treatetl  as  a  joke, 
thanking  him  for  his  courteous  offer,  Jiiul  as.suniig 
him,  that  when  she  should  Ixi  tlispjsed  for  a  tavern 
treat,  he  alone  should  huve  the  liouour  of  l)estowin^ 
it 

Her  kinsman  Ix-in*^  en«^a«^e<l  with  company  abroad, 
and  her  aunt  i-etiixtl  to  i-est,  he  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  enjoy  a  tt'te-a-tt'tc  with  her  during  a  whole 
hour,  which  he  employc<l  witli  such  consunmiate 
skill,  that  her  caution  was  almost  overcome.  He 
not  onlv  assaikil  her  with  the  artillery  of  sighs,  vows, 
pmvers,  and  tears,  but  even  pawne<l  his  honour  in 
l)ehtdf  of  ids  love.  He  swore,  with  many  injpreca- 
tions,  that  although  her  heart  w/is  surrendered  to 
him  at  discix'tion,  there  was  a  principle  within  him, 
which  would  never  allow  him  to  injure  such  imio- 
cencx?  and  Ixviuty  ;  and  the  transports  of  his  passion 
had,  uj)on  this  occasion,  so  far  overshot  his  purpose, 
that  if  she  had  demande<l  an  explanation  while  he 
was  thus  agitjite<l,  he  would  have  engaged  himself  to 
her  wish  by  such  ties  as  he  could  not  break  with  any 
regard  to  his  reputation.  But  from  such  expostula- 
tion she  was  deterred,  partly  by  pride,  and  partly  by 
the  dread  of  finding  hei-self  mistaken  in  such  an 
interesting  conjecture.  She  therefore  enjoyed  the 
present  flattering  appearance  of  her  fate,  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  accept  the  jewels  which  he  purchased 
with  part  of  his  winning  at  Bath,  and,  with  the 
most  enchanting  condescension,  submitted  to  a  w^arm 
embrace  when  he  took  his  leave,  after  having  obtained 
permission  to  visit  her  as  often  as  his  inclination  and 
convenience  would  permit. 
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III  liis  rt'tum  to  Wis  own  lodgings,  he  was  huovc?d 
up  with  his  su(xx*ss  to  an  extravagjince  of  lio|)e, 
already  congratulated  himself  upon  his  triumph  over 
Emilia's  virtue,  and  Ix'gan  to  pn)ject  future  con- 
quests among  the  mo^t  dignifieil  iharacters  of  the 
female  sex.  Hut  his  attention  was  not  at  all  dissi- 
patetl  by  the»c  vain  reflections ;  he  resolved  to  con- 
centrate the  whole  exertion  of  his  soul  u|)on  the 
execution  of  his  present  plan,  desisted,  in  the  meiui- 
time,  fn>m  all  other  S4*heme«  of  pleasure,  interest, 
and  ambition,  and  took  hxigings  in  the  city,  for  the 
more  conuntxlious  accomplishment  of  his  pur)K>se. 

While  our  lover\s  imagination  was  thus  agreeably 
regaled,  his  mistress  did  not  enjoy  her  exixTtations 
without  the  intervention  of  doul)tH  and  anxiety. 
His  silence,  touching  the  Hnid  aim  of  his  aildresses, 
was  a  myster)'  on  which  she  waa  afraid  of  exercising 
her  sagacity ;  and  her  uncle  tonnentetl  her  with 
in(juiries  into  the  circumstajices  of  Peregrine's  pm- 
fessjons  and  de|K)rtnjent  Rather  than  give  this 
reliition  the  least  cause  of  suspicion,  which  must  have 
cut  off  all  intenxHirse  Ix'twixt  her  and  her  admirer, 
she  said  everything  which  she  thouglit  would  s*itisfy 
his  care  an<l  concern  for  her  welfare ;  luid,  in  conse- 
quence of  such  n-presentation,  she  enj<iye<i,  without 
reserve,  the  fx)m|winy  of  our  ailventurer,  who  pnmc- 
cutetl  his  phui  with  surprising  eagerness  and 
pen>everance. 
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HK  PIKVAIIJI  VroS  KMII.IA  TO  ACrOMPAVY  HIM  TO  A 
MAaQL'KRADK,  MAKK^i  A  TUKA(  liKKnCS  ATI  KMPT 
UrOM    IIKI    ArFECTKtV,     AM'     MIKIN    WITH    A  I>K- 

S(  AUCE  a  night  ilapsiil  in  wliirh  hv  did  not 
conduft  her  to  some  public  fntci-tiiirnncnt, 
Wlicn,  hv  tlie  ilint  of  liis  insi<liou.s  carriiige, 
he  thoui^lit  himself  in  full  |M)sscs>ion  of  her 
conluitiux'  and  atlW-tion,  he  lav  in  wait  for  an  oppor- 
tunity ;  and,  hearing  her  o!>serve  in  tonvtrsiition, 
that  she  luid  never  been  at  a  nias(juerade,  lK'gge<l 
leave  to  attend  her  to  the  next  ImiII  ;  at  the  sfinie 
time  extending  liis  invitation  to  the  young  lady  in 
whose  comjMUiy  he  luul  found  her  at  the  play,  she 
being  present  when  this  subject  of  di.s<^ourse  was 
introduce*!.  He  had  flattered  himself,  that  this 
gentlewoman  would  decline  the  proposal,  as  she  was 
a  person  seemingly  of  a  demure  disposition,  who  harl 
lx?en  bom  and  bred  in  the  city,  where  such  diversions 
are  looked  u|>on  as  scenes  of  lewdness  and  debauchery'. 
For  once,  however,  he  reckoned  without  his  host ; 
curiosity  is  as  prevalent  in  the  city  as  at  the  court 
end  of  the  town.  Emilia  no  sooner  signified  her 
assent  to  his  proposal,  than  her  friend,  with  an  air 
of  satisfaction,  agreed  to  make  one  of  the  party ; 
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and  he  was  oblitrcd  to  thank  her  for  that  com- 
plaisance whicli  laid  him  under  infinite  mortification, 
lie  set  liis  genius  at  work  to  invent  some  scheme  for 
preventing  her  unseasonable  intrusion.  Had  aii 
opportunitv  offered,  he  would  have  acted  as  her 
phvsician,  and  administered  a  me<licine  that  would 
have  laid  her  under  the  necessity  of  staving  at  home. 
Hut  his  ac(juaintance  with  her  being  too  slight  to 
furnish  him  with  the  means  of  exwuting  tliis  expe- 
dient, he  devised  another,  which  was  practised  with 
all  imaginal)le  success.  Undersbmding  that  her 
gnmdmother  had  left  her  a  sum  of  money  inde|x?n- 
dent  of  her  jwirents,  he  conveved  a  letter  to  her 
nu)ther,  intimating,  tliat  her  daughter,  on  pretence  of 
going  to  the  maMpiermle,  intended  to  lx?stow  herself  in 
marriage  to  a  certain  |)crson,  and  that  in  a  few  davs 
she  would  be  informed  of  the  circumsbmces  of  the 
whole  intrigue,  pn)vided  she  would  keep  this  infor- 
mation secret,  and  contrive  some  excuse  for  detaining 
the  voung  ladv  at  home,  without  giving  her  cause  to 
iK'lieve  she  was  apprised  of  her  intention.  This 
billet,  subscrilxxl.  Your  icell-icisher^  and  unknown 
hum'  '  n'anty  had  the  desire<l  cf\'ect  upon  the  care- 
ful niaiion,  who,  on  the  \m\\  day,  feigne<l  herself  so 
extriMnelv  ill,  that  Miss  could  not  witli  any  decency 
(juit  her  manuna's  ajmrtment  ;  and  therefoi*e  sent  her 
aiK)logv  to  Emilia  in  the  afternoon,  immediately 
afler  the  arrival  of  Peregrine,  who  pretende<l  to  l)e 
very  much  afflicted  with  the  disiipjM>intment,  while 
his  heart  throblxMl  with  a  tninsjM)rt  of  joy. 

Al>out  ten  oVhxk  the  lovers  set  out  for  the  Ilay- 
market,  he  being  drcssed  in  the  habit  of  Pantaloon, 
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and  Nhe  in  tlwit  of  ( 'oluiiibiiie  ;  and  tlifV  had  scarce 
fntcrttl  the  1m»uso  wlu'n  the  nnisic  struck  up,  the  cur- 
tain v/us  withdrawn,  and  the  whole  scene  displavetl 
at  omx\  to  the  athniration  of  Kniiha,  wliose  expecta- 
tion wjLs  infinitely  surpa.ssi'd  hv  this  exhibition.  Our 
pillant  ha\in^  conducted  her  throu«;h  all  the  difl'er- 
t  nt  ajMirtnients,  and  descrilK*d  the  econoniv  of  the 
phuv,  le<l  her  into  the  circle,  and,  in  their  turn,  they 
danctxl  si'veral  niinuet.s;  then  going  to  tlie  sidehoanl, 
he  prevailetl  upon  her  to  eat  some  sweetmeats  and 
drink  a  ghiss  of  champagne.  After  a  second  review 
of  the  company,  they  engjiged  in  country  dances,  at 
wliich  exercise  they  continued,  until  our  adventurer 
conclude<l  that  his  partner's  hlood  was  sufficiently 
warm  for  the  prosecution  of  his  design.  On  this 
sup{)osition,  w  hich  wjis  built  upon  her  declaring  that 
she  was  thii-sty  and  fatigued,  he  persuaded  her  to 
take  a  httle  refi-eshment  and  repose ;  and,  for  that 
})ur{X)se,  handed  her  downstairs  into  the  eating-room, 
w  liere,  having  seated  her  on  the  floor,  he  presented 
her  with  a  glass  of  wine  and  water;  and,  a.s  she  com- 
plainetl  of  being  faint,  enriched  the  draught  with 
some  drops  of  a  certain  elixir,  which  he  recommended 
as  a  most  excellent  restorative,  though  it  was  no 
otlier  than  a  stimulating  tincture,  which  he  had 
treacherously  provided  for  the  occasion.  Having 
swallowed  this  potion,  by  which  her  spirits  were 
manifestly  exhilarated,  she  ate  a  slice  of  ham,  with 
the  w  ing  of  a  cold  pullet,  and  concluded  the  meal 
with  a  glass  of  burgundy,  which  she  drank  at  the 
earnest  entreaty  of  her  admirer.  These  extraordinary 
cordials  co-operating  with  the  ferment  of  her  blood, 
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which  was  heated  by  violent  motion,  could  not  fail 
to  artet't  the  constitution  of  a  delicate  voung  creature, 
who  was  naturally  sprightly  and  volatile.  Her  eves 
began  to  K{)arklc  with  unu.sual  fire  and  vivacity,  a 
thousand  brilliant  sallies  of  wit  escaped  her,  and 
ever>'  mask  that  accosted  her  underwent  some  smart- 
ing re|Mirtec. 

Peregrine,  overjoyed  at  the  success  of  his  adminis- 
tration, proposicd  that  they  should  resume  their 
plaix^s  at  the  countr}*  (Lujcos,  with  a  view  to  promote 
and  aAsist  the  efficacy  of  his  elixir;  and,  when  he 
thought  her  dis^Ktsition  was  properly  adapted  for  the 
theme,  lx»gan  to  ply  her  with  all  the  elocution  of 
love.  In  order  to  elevate  his  own  spirits  to  that 
pitch  of  rcMilution  which  his  scheme  rwjuired,  he 
dnulk  two  whole  bottles  of  burgiuuly,  which  inflamed 
his  passion  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  found  himself 
capable  of  undertaking  and  jx»qK  trating  any  scheme 
for  the  gratification  of  his  desire. 

EinilijL,  \vanne<i  l)y  so  many  concurring  incentives, 
in  favour  of  the  man  she  loved,  abated  considerably 
of  her  wonte<l  n'ser\e,  listened  to  his  prote>tations 
with  undivs^'mbletl  pleasure,  and,  in  the  confidence  of 
her  satisfactitm,  even  owned  him  absolute  master  of 
lu  r  affei'titMis.  Iliivishe<I  with  this  confession,  he  now 
deemed  hiins<'lf  on  the  brink  of  reaping  the  delicious 
fniits  of  his  art  and  avsiduity  ;  and  the  morning 
Uing  already  pretty  far  mlvantxtl,  a.*isented  with 
rapture  to  tlie  tirst  pn>|K)sjil  she  made  of  retiring  to 
her  ItKlgings,  'Hie  blinds  of  the  cliariot  l)eing  pulled 
up,  he  took  mlvantage  of  the  favourable  situation  of 
her  thoughts;  and,  on  pretencx*  of  being  whimsical, 
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in  romequence  of  tlie  n  iiu'  he  )uul  swullowi-<l,  i  las{Mtl 
her  in  Win  Anns  mu\  ini|)rintc<l  n  IIiouhiuhI  ki>vs(>^  on 
her  (MHitin^  h|>s  a  fntihun  which  she  |Minl()Mi*tl  its 
the  priviK'^vtif  intoxication.  W  hile  he  thus  iii(lul^'<l 
himself  with  impunity,  the  cjirri/i|;i*  luiltetl,  and  V\\h'^ 
o)M*nin^  the  (i(M)r»  his  m/tster  handeil  her  into  the 
|»  ,  U'Aire  she  |K'nvivetl  that  it  waa  not  lu  r 
uncie'tt  hous*'  at  which  thev  had  ali^hte<l. 

AlAnned  at  this  discovery,  hhe,  with  Home  confu- 
■ioiit  dcsiivd  to  know  his  reason  for  conducting  her 
to  A  stranp'  place  At  thcM*  hours.  Hut  lie  made  no 
reply,  uiitil  he  had  led  her  into  An  a^i^irtment,  wlien 
he  gave  her  to  understand,  that,  as  lier  uncle's  family 
must  Ix?  <iisturbeil  by  her  goinj;  thither  so  late  in  the 
ni^ht,  and  the  streets  near  Temple  liir  were  infe^ted 
by  A  nudtitude  of  niblxrs  and  cut-thro^its,  he  liud 
onleml  his  comhnnui  to  hidt  at  this  liouse,  which 
W  AS  kept  by  A  relation  of  his,  a  mighty  ^<mk1  .s<)rt  of 
a  gentlewuniAn,  who  would  be  proud  of  an  oppor- 
tunity to  AcconiniodAte  a  {)erson  for  whom  he  was 
known  to  entertain  such  tenderness  and  esteem. 

Emilia  hod  too  much  j)enetnition  to  be  imposed 
upon  by  this  plausible  pretext.  In  spite  of  her  par- 
tiality for  Perej^rine,  which  li.ul  never  been  iiiHained 
to  such  a  pitch  of  complai-encv  before,  she  compre- 
hended his  whole  plan  in  a  twinkling.  Though  her 
blood  boiled  with  indignation,  she  thanked  liim  with 
an  affectetl  air  of  serenity  for  his  kind  concern,  and 
expressed  her  obligation  to  his  cousin  ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  insi>ted  u{K)n  going  home,  lest  her 
absence  should  terrifv  her  uncle  and  aunt,  who,  she 
knew,  would  not  retire  to  rest  till  her  return. 
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lie  iirp-cl  her,  with  a  thousand  rt'iiionstnuioes,  to 
consult  her  own  eitsi*  and  safety,  promising  to  861x1 
I*i|H.*8  into  the  city,  for  Uie  satisfactioti  of  her  rela- 
tions. Hut,  finding  her  o)>«tinntely  deaf  to  his 
entri'aties,  ho  avsurecl  her,  that  he  would,  in  a  few 
minutes,  complv  with  her  re»|ue»t ;  ajid,  in  theniean- 
time,  lK'i;ge<i  she  would  fortify  herself  agiiinst  the 
cold  with  a  c«)nlial,  which  he  jjoured  out  in  her  pres- 
ence, and  which,  now  tliat  her  la^picion  was  aroused, 
fthe  refuM.*<l  to  taste,  notwithstanding  all  his  im(X)r- 
tunities.  He  then  fell  on  Win  kneeji  Ix^fore  her,  and 
the  lean  gushing  from  hin  eye?s  swore  that  hiit  |mui- 
nion  wax  wound  up  to  such  a  pitch  of  impatienre, 
that  he  i*ould  no  longer  live  u|>on  the  unsubstantial 
food  of  ex|xx'tAtion  ;  and  that,  if  slie  would  not 
vouchsafe  to  crown  his  happinevi,  he  would  ftirth- 
with  sacrifice  himself  to  her  distUin.  Such  an 
ahnipt  address  acrompanie<l  with  all  the  symptoms 
of  fnuitic  agitation,  o)uld  not  fail  to  peq>lcx  and 
affright  the  gi-ntle  Emilia,  who,  after  some  nx-olUt  - 
ti(m,  n*plic<l  with  a  resolute  tone,  that  she  cxjuld  not 
.see  what  retuion  he  had  to  complain  of  her  reserve, 
which  she  was  not  at  liberty  to  lay  entirely  a^ide, 
until  he  should  have  avowed  his  intentions  in  fonn, 
and  obtained  the  vmction  of  thow  whom  it  was  her 
duty  to  olx?y.  **  Divine  creature!"  crit'd  he,  seiz- 
ing her  hand,  and  pn-nsing  it  to  his  li|>H,  **  it  is  fnmi 
you  alone  I  ho|)e  for  that  condixx-nsion,  which 
would  ovcrwlu'lm  me  with  tranHj>ort.H  of  cx'le>tial 
bliss.  The  s<-ntinu'nt.s  of  jvin^ntN  are  sonlid,  hilly, 
and  confine*  1.  I  menu  not  then  to  subject  my  |mi.s- 
sion  to  such  low  rt^trirtions  as  were  calculated  for 
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the  purpcwcft  of  comninn  lifi*.  Mv  lovt-  is  iito  dvW- 
mte  Aiui  rvrtiuil  t*»  nrnr  \ul«;ar  fi'ttiTs  ^liirli 

atrxr  onlv  t<»  tli-«»tn>v  tlio  iiifrit  cif  volunturv  afliH-tioii, 
And  tu  uphmiil  n  iimn  iiKX'^isaiitlv  with  the  ArtirlfH 
of  coinpuUion,  uihKt  whit  h  lu*  lie?*.  M  v  tlrar  iiii^i  l  ! 
i^MTi;  iiie  tilt*  iiKirtitii-fttioi)  of  Immii^  I'oiiiiK'lhtl  to 
love  vuu,  ajul  n-i^i  !h>K*  einpn^s  of  mv  heart  and 
fortune.  I  will  not  affront  you  m>  nuuh  as  to 
talk  of  •ettlenientn  ;  myall  is  at  your  (liM|M>Hal.  In 
thU  p(x*Let-lMM>k  are  note?%  to  the  amount  of  two 
thoUMiiKl  potnitU  ;  do  me  the  pleiLsun*  to  arcept  of 
them ;  to-morrow  I  w  ill  lay  ten  thousand  more  in 
your  lap.  In  a  wonl,  you  Hhall  l)e  mistrevi  of  mv 
whole  estate,  and  I  >hHll  think  niVM-lf  Imppv  in  living 
tletiendent  on  your  bounty  !^ 

•  9  W 

Heaven*  !  what  wi-re  the  emotions  of  the  virtuous, 
tlje  aenAlble,  the  delieate,  the  tendiT  Kmilitrs  heart, 
when  »he  heani  this  insolent  deibinition  from  the 
mouth  of  a  man  whom  she  luul  honoured  with  her 
affit  tion  and  esteem  !  It  was  not  simply  horror, 
grief,  or  indignation,  that  she  ftlt,  in  coii>e<|uenee  of 
this  unworthy  tn*atmeiit,  but  the  unite<l  pang>>  of  all 
together,  whirh  pnHluef<l  a  sort  of  hysteric  lau;;li, 
while  she  toKl  hiui  that  she  could  not  help  adiniriiig 
his  generosity. 

lKwive<l  by  this  convulsion,  and  the  ironical  coin- 
plinient  tliat  attended  it,  the  lover  thought  he  had 
already  made  great  progress  in  his  operations,  and 
that  it  was  now  his  business  to  storm  the  fort 
by  a  vigorous  assiiult,  that  he  might  spare  her  the 
confusion  of  yielding  without  resistance.  Possessed 
by  this  vain  suggestion,  he  started  up,  and,  folding 
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her  in  his  arms,  began  to  obey  the  furious  (lirtAto!% 
of  his  unnily  aiid  ungenerous  desire.  With  nn  air 
of  cool  detenu i nation,  she  demandetl  a  |MirIey  ;  and 
when,  u{K>n  her  re{)cated  request,  he  granted  it, 
addresMHl  her»4'lf  to  him  in  these  worrls,  wliile  her 
eyes  gleanieil  with  nil  tlie  dij^iity  of  the  ujost  awful 
iwntmenL  **Sir,  1  M-oni  to  upbraid  you  with  a 
rcjK'tition  of  yourfonner  xowr  and  prntcf^tations  nor 
will  I  recapitulate  the  little  art**  you  have  praHisc'tl 
to  ensnare  niy  heart ;  because,  though  by  dint  of  the 
inoit  perfidious  disHimuUtion  you  liave  found  means 
to  decei%'e  my  opinion,  your  utnimt  eflbrts  hare 
nerer  been  able  to  lull  the  vigilance  of  my  conduct, 
or  to  engage  my  affection  beyond  the  power  of  di»- 
caniing  you  without  a  tear,  v^henever  my  honour 
should  demand  such  a  sacrifice.  Sir,  you  are  un- 
wortliy  of  my  concern  or  regn-'t,  and  the  high  that 
now  ntmggU'H  fn)m  my  bn'a.it  in  the  result  of  sorrow, 
for  my  own  want  of  fliscemmenL  As  for  your 
pn-JH-nt  attempt  ujxm  my  cliastity,  I  despise  your 
{M>Her,  as  I  detest  your  intention.  'l*hough,  un<)er 
the  mank  of  the  m<*^t  delicate  resjx'ct,  you  have 
decoyed  me  from  the  immwliate  pnitection  of  my 
friends,  and  contrived  other  impioun  htratagems  to 
ruin  mv  peace  and  reputation*  I  confide  too  much  in 
my  own  innocence,  and  the  authority  of  the  law,  to 
aclmit  one  thought  of  fear,  much  lej«s  to  sink  under 
the  homir  of  thi*  shocking  situation,  into  ^hich  I 
have  Ixren  seduced.  Sir,  your  U'liaviour  on  this 
occasiim  is,  in  all  re»«|Hvts,  low  an«l  contemptible. 
For,  niffian  as  you  are,  you  dxirsi  not  liarlwur  the 
thonglit  of  executing  vour  execrable  scheme,  while 
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you  knew  my  hnitlicr  wiu  near  cihui^Ii  to  prevent  or 
rr\rn*r»'  iu^wU  ;  io  tlint  vcmi  imi^t  not  oiilv  Ik* 
•  in  till,   IhiI  iiIm)  n  nuisi  dopimlile 

cowAnl."  I Li\ iii:^' rxjirt-xM-*!  IhtmIT  in  tliin  iiuiiiiifr, 
witli  A  nn>»l  1  ic  He  Verity  «»f  lt^|Kx•t,  ulii*  opi'tuxl 
the  door,  aikI,  wnlkinp^  clowiiHtnirM  with  huq)ri>iii^ 
rrMilution,  conimittt'il  lu-rM-lf  to  the  eatv  of  h  wntrh- 
nuiii,  who  iuvi>iiiino(Ute(l  ht  r  w  ith  n  harkiiev-iluiir,  in 
whirh  ahe        %af»  ly  coii\i  \t"il  to  her  unt  ie'*  house. 

MmnwhiU*,  the  lo\er  m>  ttnifounthii  nnd  over- 
jiwr«|  hy  thcMT  cuttinj^  rt* pr«».u  lu-^,  and  her  aninwiti-fl 
br)M\i(Hir,  tluit  all  hi<»  n*»ulution  ropMM)k  him,  and  he 
found  himnrlf  not  only  inm|MihIe  of  ol»«tnic'tin^  her 
rrtrmt^  liut  even  of  uttering  one  svllahle  to  deprecate 
her  wrath,  or  extenuate  the  pjilt  of  his  own  conduct. 
'Yhc  iiaturr  of  hi^  divtp|Mtintment,  and  the  keen 
mnonv  Uuit  lei/I'd  him,  when  he  ref1et-te<l  U{)on  the 
dtuhonourmUe  footing  on  which  his  chanu  ter  hUhhI 
with  Kini^in,  raiMcd  such  perturljation  in  hiii  mind, 
that  hi^  e  wa»  succc««»li"<l  hy  a  violent  fit  of  dis- 
tmi^ioii, during  which  he  ntM-d  like  a  lje<ilainite,  and 
actitl  a  thouaaiid  extmvagancies  which  convince<l  the 
pi'«>ple  of  the  houM.%  a  certain  liagnio,  that  he  ha<l  m  tu- 
allv  lo^t  hi.H  writs.  Pi|ie>,  w  ith  j^'at  concern,  ailoptetl 
the  Aajiie  opinion  ;  and,  bein^  avsistitl  by  the  waiters, 
hiiKiered  him,  by  main  forcx*,  from  ninning  out 
and  pursuing  the  fair  fugitive,  whom,  in  liis  delirium, 
he  alteniatelv  cur^tl  and  commended,  with  horrid 
imprecations  and  lavish  applau'sc.  His  faithful 
valet,  liaving  waitwl  two  whole  hours,  in  hoj)es  of 
seeing  this  gu-st  of  jjavsion  overblown,  and  {)erceivirig 
that  the  paroxvsm  s>eemed  rather  to  increase,  very 
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pmcIiMitly  tent  for  a  plivsirinn  of  his  iiuwier*fi 
aoinaiiitAnce,  who,  hnvin^  c-oiisitli-ntl  the  cinnim- 
wtiinc-es  and  HVinptoiiiH  of  the  cliMinler,  (iinftetl  that 
he  slioiilcl  Ik*  plentifully  bloo(ie<l,  without  Ioim  of 
time,  and  prc!*crili«l  a  tlrau^lit  to  compose  the 
tumult  of  hin  HpiritA.  'Hiesic  onler*  liein^  punctually 
j>erfonne<l,  he  j^'w  more  calm  ajul  tnictahle,  re- 
covered hin  reflection  mj  far  a»  to  be  ashame«i  of  the 
cx-Tttaiy  he  had  undergone,  fullered  him.ielf  (|uietly  to 
Ix*  undn'saed  and  put  to  lx*d,  where  the  fati^e,  (Kva- 
Kione«l  by  hi^  exerciic  at  the  maMjueradc,  co-o|M>nited 
%»ith  the  pn-«.*nt  di?wipation  of  hi<t  spirits  to  lull  him 
into  a  pnifound  »leep,  which  p\»atly  tended  to  the 
preM»rvation  of  bin  intellectv  Not  that  he  found  him- 
M-lf  in  a  state  of  perfect  tnin()uillity  when  he  waked 
alxnit  nrM>n.  'VUv  remenibnuice  of  what  luid  pawed 
ovcri«l  '  d  him  with  mortification.  Kmilia\  invec- 
tivcA  Htiil  Miundeil  in  bit  ear«.  And,  while  he  deeply 
H'M'nted  her  di«idain,  he  could  not  help  admiring  her 
•pint,  and  bi^i  heart  di<l  homage  Ui  her  charma. 
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n    niMLAVCM'U  TO   Brr<lN'ril.K    HIMsKI  K   TI>    HIM  MIA* 
tmiBB,  AKU  ft:\MJm'LA1TJI  Wmi  THK  USTUK,  WHO 

ruKBiiM  II iM  nir.  iiui  iik. 

IN  this  strtU*  of  division.  In*  ui-nl  hoiut  t(» 
own  loti^iii^  in  n  rimir;  luid  while  he  dilib- 
cmtioil  %»ith  hiinM.-lf  HhethtT  lie  Khoiild  ri'lin- 
i|ui}»h  the  j)un»uit,  and  fndravour  to  Iwininli  hvr 
iiiiit  fruni  hin  lir\ii»t,  ur  inuni'<liHtelv  and  huinlile 
hiniM-lf  Ixfofv  hi*  i*XAii|)frHtwI  nii^trowH,  and  ofTer  his 
haiwl  IV*  All  AtoniMni'nt  for  his  crime,  hi^  Mervant  put 
in  his  hnnd  a  pa&'ki*t,  which  \uu\  been  delivered  by  a 
ticket-porter  at  tl»e  cloor.  He  no  sooner  |)erceived 
that  the  supt'P«cription  wa?»  in  Eniiliu'?*  lumdwritin^, 
than  lie  ^(iiened  the  nature  of  the  contents;  and, 
o|K*ning  the  maI  with  disonicn-*!  eai^^mexs,  founci 
tlie  jeweU  he  had  given  to  her,  enclosetl  in  a  billtt, 
couched  in  these  wonU  :  — 

•*  That  I  may  have  no  cause  to  reproach  myself  with 
having  retained  the  least  memorial  of  a  wretch  whom  I 
equally  despise  and  abhor,  I  take  this  op|)<)rtunity  of 
restoring  these  ineffectual  instruments  of  his  infamous 
design  upon  the  honour  of  Emilia." 

His  chagrin  wiis  so  much  galled  and  inflamed  at 
the  bitterness  of  this  contemptuous  message,  that  he 
gnawed  his  fingers  till  the  blood  ran  over  his  nails, 
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and  even  wept  with  vexation.  Sometimes  he  vowed 
revenge  against  her  haiiglity  virtue,  and  reviled  liini- 
self  for  his  precipibite  declaration,  before  his  scheme 
was  brought  to  maturity ;  then  he  would  consider 
her  behaviour  with  reverence  and  regard,  and  bow 
Ix'fore  the  irresistible  {X)wer  of  her  attractions.  In 
short,  his  breast  was  torn  by  conflicting  passions ; 
love,  shame,  and  remorse,  contended  with  vanity, 
ambition,  and  revenge  ;  and  the  superiority  was  still 
doubtful,  when  heaxlstrong  desire  interposed,  and 
decided  in  favour  of  an  attempt  towards  a  reconcilia- 
tion with  the  offendetl  fair. 

Impelled  by  this  motive,  he  set  out  in  the  after- 
noon for  the  house  of  her  uncle,  not  without  hopes 
of  that  tentler  enjovment,  which  never  fails  to  attend 
an  accommodation  lx?twixt  two  lovers  of  taste  and 
sensibility.  Though  the  consciousness  of  his  trespass 
encumbered  him  with  an  air  of  awkward  confusion, 
he  was  too  confident  of  his  own  qualifications  and 
address  to  despair  of  forgiveness  ;  and,  by  that  time 
he  arrived  at  the  citizen's  gate,  he  had  conned  a  very 
artful  and  pathetic  harangue,  which  he  proposed  to 
utter  in  his  own  l)ehalf,  laying  the  blame  of  his  con- 
duct on  the  impetuosity  of  his  passion,  increased  by 
the  burgundy,  which  he  had  too  lilxrally  drank. 
But  he  did  not  meet  with  an  opportunitv  to  avail 
himself  of  this  preparation.  Emilia,  susj^ecting  that 
he  would  take  some  step  of  this  kind  to  retrieve  her 
favour,  had  gone  abroad  on  pretence  of  visiting, 
after  having  signified  to  her  kinsman  her  resolution 
to  avoid  the  company  of  IVrcgrine,  on  account  of 
some  ambiguities  which,  she  said,  were  last  night 
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rcmarkiihk'  in  liis  denR'anour  at  [\\v  iiiasqiicTade. 
Slie  choso  to  insinuate  her  suspicion  in  tlit'se  hints, 
rather  tlian  ^ive  an  L'xj)Hrit  det-^iil  of  the  young 
nmn\s  dishonourable  contrivance,  wliich  might  have 
kindk'd  the  resentment  of  tlie  family  to  some  dan- 
gert)us  pitdi  of  animosity  and  revenge. 

Our  adventuivr,  finding  liimself  halMed  in  his  ex- 
|Ki  tation  of  seeing  her,  iiKjuired  for  tlie  old  gentle- 
man, with  whom  he  thought  he  had  influence  enough 
to  make  liis  apology  good,  in  case  he  should  find  him 
prept)ssessed  by  the  young  ladv''s  information.  But 
liere  too  he  wjvs  disappointed,  the  uncle  having  gone 
to  dine  in  the  country,  and  his  wife  was  indisposed  ; 
so  that  he  had  no  pretext  for  staying  in  the  house 
till  the  return  of  his  charmer.  Being,  however,  fruit- 
ful of  ex|>edients,  he  dismissed  his  chariot,  and  took 
possession  of  a  room  in  a  tavern,  the  windows  of 
wliich  fronted  the  merchant's  gate;  and  there  he 
proposed  to  watch  until  he  should  see  her  approach. 
This  scheme  he  put  in  practice  with  indefatigable 
patience,  though  it  was  not  attended  with  the  ex- 
pected success. 

Emilia,  whose  caution  was  equally  vigilant  and 
commendable,  foreseeing  that  she  might  be  exposed 
to  the  fertility  of  his  invention,  came  home  by  a 
private  passage,  and  entered  by  a  postern,  which  was 
altogether  unknown  to  her  admirer ;  and  her  uncle 
did  not  arrive  until  it  was  so  late  that  he  could  not, 
with  any  decency,  demand  a  conference. 

Next  morning,  he  did  not  fail  to  present  himself 
at  the  door,  and  his  mistress  being  denied  by  her 
own  express  direction,  insisted  upon  seeing  the  master 
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of  the  htMiHt',  who  rifcivwl  him  with  mkIi  rt)](h)Cfli 
of  civihtv.  Its  plainly  gave  him  to  unflir>tfuul  that 
he  wan  nii|iuiiiittti  with  the  fii.Hpliiuiun*  of  hi.n  iiicce, 
lie,  tiierufon*,  with  aii  air  of  caiiilour,  told  the 
citizen,  he  wiild  eanily  perceive  by  hi.**  behaviour 
tliat  he  WM  the  rontidant  of  Mim  Kmily,  of  whom 
he  was  conie  to  aikk  pardon  for  the  offence  he  had 
^ven  ;  aiul  did  not  doubt,  if  he  could  )x>  ai!mitted 
to  her  proMore,  tliat  he  nhtHdd  be  able  to  convince 
her  that  he  hiul  not  erred  intentionally,  or  at  least 
profMMe  such  re|)amtion  as  would  efTectually  atooe 
for  hin  fnulL 

To  this  remonstnuice  the  merchant,  without  anj 
ceremony  or  dmmdoctition,  answeml,  that  though 
he  wat  i^iorant  of  the  nature  of  his  ofllcDoe,  he  was 
very  cx'rtain,  tluit  it  miL%t  have  bivii  something  rtry 
HfifH^nt  that  ctnild  irritate  hi«i  niece  to  hiich  a  degree, 
ni^niiimt  a  {>erM>n  fur  whom  ^he  liad  fonnerly  a  most 
l»^irticuUr  n'pinL  lie  ownwl,  ^he  had  declared  her 
intention  to  n*nounci>  hi^  artiuaintance  for  ever,  and, 
doubtless  nhe  hatl  gtxMi  rmM>n  for  so  doing;  neither 
wcndd  he  undertake  to  pmniote  an  adxinnnodation, 
unle?iH  he  woulfi  give  him  fidl  power  to  treat  on  the 
score  of  matrimony,  whirh  he  f>upposed  would  In*  the 
only  means  of  evincing  his  own  sincerity,  and  obtain- 
ing Kmilia\  forgi\ene»%. 

Peregrine's  pride  was  kindled  by  thi*  blunt  declar- 
nticm,  which  he  could  not  help  con^dering  as  the 
mult  of  a  M'heme  concertixl  lietwixt  the  young  lady 
nnd  her  uncle,  in  order  to  take  the  ailxantage  of  his 
heat.  He  then'fon*  n'plietl,  with  nmnifest  signs  of 
di.Hgust,  that  he  did  not  apprt  hend  tliere  was  any 
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oecMHNi  for  A  iiu'iliAtor  to  m^onnlc  tlie  liiti'm'iuv 
hrtwiit  Kiiiilifi  aikI  him  ;  and  tliat  nil  Ik*  dc^in^l 
All  op|Miiiuiiit V  of  pi  ill  liiH  own  Ixliiilf. 

'llir  ritiArti  fraiiklv  tola  luin,  tlwit,  ns  \\\s  nictf 
\iMii  rxpitifii  All  i*Anu-%t  (Ifnirt'  of  Avoiding  hin 
rt»iii|MUiv,  he  «tMilfl  not  put  the  IcAst  c«)iuitniii)t 
u|M>ii  )ht  iiu'litiAtioii  ;  Aiul,  in  the  iiuiuitiiiie,  ^uvt* 
him  to  knt»«,  thnt  he  «ah  iMtrtictilnrlv  eiipi^ti. 

Our  herti,  ^lowiiif^  with  iiidi^imtioii  at  thi?i  Mi|>er- 
rilioun  trvntmrtit,  **  I  wa^  in  tla*  wnMi^;,"  said  he,  '*  to 
ItMtk  fur  gtMMl  iiinnneri  m)  far  on  thin  Aide  of  Tein))l(' 
Baf  ;  but  ymi  mu%t  f^ve  me  leave  to  tell  vou,  nir,  tiuit 
imlcM  I  am  fAvouml  with  an  interview  with  Mivs 
Ctaunti**.,  I  ill  cunrliide  thnt  you  liave  Actually 
laid  A  ronAtmint  U|»on  Iut  inclination,  for  koiiic 
minister  |mq>»>^-^  of  your  own.**  '♦Sir,"  replied  the 
ol<i  p*ntleiiian,  **  you  are  welcome  to  niiike  what  con- 
elumions  thAll  Mfin  pjod  unto  your  ow  n  iiiui|;ination  ; 
Init  prAT  he  so  gtMMl  Aft  to  allow  me  the  privilege  of 
U'in^  iiiAAter  in  my  own  houM.*,"  So  s/iying,  he  wry 
ctMiiplAi^uintly  fthowiti  him  to  the  door ;  and  our 
lover  being  diffident  of  his  qwti  tein|x?r,  as  well  as 
afraid  of  bi'ing  u«<ed  with  greater  iiuli^iitv,  in  a 
plAce  where  hi«»  |X'rsonal  prowess  would  only  serve  to 
heighten  his  dui^^race,  quitte<l  the  hou>e  in  a  trans- 
|>ort  of  rage,  which  he  could  not  wholly  suppress, 
telling  the  landlonl,  that  if  his  age  dirl  not  pro- 
tect him,  he  would  liave  chastised  him  for  his 
insolent  beliaWour. 
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HE  PRaJKm  A  VIOIJ^:\T  M  IIKMK,  IN  COS'SKQI  KNTF.  OP 
WHICH  HK  \H  IWOl.VKU  IN  A  MOffT  KATh.l  IN*(;  AI>- 
%'KST!  EK^  WHICH  i;»KAT1.Y  TKNIW  TDWARIM  THE 
M  (Xf »  VT \TI<»V   OF   Ills  rHAt.HlX. 

Tin's  ik'txtmHl  of  |)i'p»<)M»il  cDiiinuiiiictition 
with  his  iiiistrfxH,  he  t-xsjiNwI  to  retrieve 
her  giMnl  ^nui'^  h\  tlie  most  subniinive 
and  {Mitlictic  letters,  wliirli  he  conveyed 
bv  diven*  iirtifii'vs  to  lier  jienisal  ;  hut,  reaping  no 
manner  of  iK'nellt  fn)ni  thex*  endeavours,  \\'\s  |Mi.vHion 
ar(juire<l  a  decree  of  iMi))atienre  Httle  inferior  to 
downright  fn-nzv  ;  and  he  deterniiiuti  to  run  ever}* 
ri^k  of  hfe,  fortune,  luid  n'putation,  rather  than 
de^^iit  from  his  unjuiitiriahle  pursuit,  Indit-tl,  his  rc- 
Hcntment  wan  now  as  deeply  coneenK-tl  ils  his  love, 
and  eaeh  of  the^  {Missions  tHjuallv  turlndent  and 
loud  in  demanding  ^itifieation.  He  kept  sentinels 
eontinuiillv  in  [my,  to  pve  him  notice  of  her  out- 
^)in^,  in  ex|KM'tnlion  of  tindin|{  some  op|H)i-tunity 
to  carry  her  ofl*;  but  her  cin-mnHiM-etion  entirely 
frustnited  this  di»sipi,  for  »he  sus|Kvt«l  every t)u'nf» 
of  thiit  sort  fnim  a  dis|)(ksition  like  his  and  re^ilated 
her  motions  acconlin^lv. 

liatlK  d  hv  luT  prudence  and  |K*iH  tnitit)n,  he  altennl 
hib  plaiL    On  pretence  of  Ix  ing  called  to  his  country 
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boon  bv  nomo  nfTnir  of  iiu|t.»i  i.iiu  r,  lu-  ili  U d  iVmu 
I^mioi),  Hjui,  tiikiiig  liMl^iii^  lit  n  fanmr's  liousf 
thnt  siiHtii  iH«ar  tlif  nm<l  tlmm^li  ^hich  she  imisl 
hrt\e  iHxi-xvirilv  pitHM**!  in  hir  ri'turn  to  hvr  iiiotlu  i\ 
itmtx'HKtl  hiniM-lf  fniiii  all  iiitrntmrM',  fxttpt  \*ith 
hi*  VAli>t-<lc-i'luuiil)n*  niu\  l*i|H'?»,  who  \mu\  onltTM  to 
MtHir  tiie  ctmiitrv,  Hiul  nt  tJiiiioitre  ovitv  h<»rHi',  c<mu  Ii, 
orcttrrin^*,  timt  .sliould  ti|)[K  ar  on  tlwit  )iigh\*iiv,  with 
H  \ifw  of  iiiti-nvptiii^  hi>  Kiiiihu  in  ht-r  |)»tvMi|rt». 

He  had  waited  in  this  aniljusi'^ulc  a  whole  week, 
wlirn  his  valft  |^ve  liini  notiti»,  tliat  he  /md  his 
feUow-Mtnit  liml  c!is4tivere<l  a  thaiso  and  six,  driving 
nt  full  s|Kttl  towards  tlieni ;  U|>on  whieh  they  had 
t!:i|)|Ktl  their  hat*  over  their  evesi,  mi  lis  they  might 
not  l)e  known,  in  cii>c  they  sliould  lx»  seen,  and  con- 
ivaJeti  thenisehes  Ix'hind  a  l»e<lp%  from  whence  they 
ix)uld  |XTiviye  in  tlie  carriage,  as  it  |>a.sse<l,  a  young 
nmn  plaiidy  drcsse<l,  with  a  lady  in  a  mask,  of  the 
exact  si/A*,  slui|x\  ajid  air  of  Kmilia  ;  and  that  Pi|K;.s 
followed  them  at  a  distaniv,  while  he  rode  hack  to 
(X)nnnunic*atc  this  pietx*  of  intelligence. 

IVri'grine  would  sc/irce  allow  him  time  to  conclude 
his  infonnation.  He  nm  down  to  the  stable,  where 
his  horse  wiis  kept  ready  saddled  for  the  purpose, 
and,  never  doubting  that  the  lady  in  (juestion  was 
his  mistress,  attended  by  one  of  her  uncle's  clerks, 
mounted  inuiiediately,  and  rode  full  gallop  after  the 
chaise,  which,  when  he  had  proceeded  about  two 
miles,  he  understood  from  Pipes,  had  put  up  at  a 
neighbouring  inn.  Though  his  inclination  prompted 
him  to  enter  her  apartment  without  further  delay, 
he  suffered  himself  to  be  dissuaded  from  taking  such 
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a  prwipitate  step,  bv  his  privy  counsellor,  vho  ob- 
served, thiit  it  would  l)e  iinpnu  ticnble  to  execute  his 
puqxjse  of  conveyin|^  her  a^iiinst  her  will  fnnn  a 
public  inn,  that  stocxi  in  the  midst  of  a  {><)pulous 
village,  whicli  wouM  infallibly  rise  in  her  defence. 
He  a<lvi.seil  him  therefore  to  lie  in  wait  for  the 
chais4.*,  in  some  n*mote  and  private  part  of  the  road, 
wlu  re  thev  mi^ht  a<-complish  their  tiim  without  ditli- 
culty  or  dan^T.  In  consetjuence  of  this  mlmonition, 
our  aclventurer  onlereii  Pipes  to  reconnoitre  the  inn, 
that  she  mi^ht  not  esca|)c  another  way,  while  he  and 
the  valet,  in  onler  to  avoid  Ixring  seen,  tcK)k  a  circuit 
by  an  unfmpiente*!  path,  and  plactnl  theniM-lves  in 
andnish,  on  a  s|M)t  uhieh  thev  chose  for  the  stvne  of 
their  achievement.  Here  they  tarrie<l  a  full  liour, 
without  seeing  the  carria^i*,  or  hearing  fn)m  their 
sentinel.  So  that  the  youth,  unable  to  exert  his 
imtience  one  moment  longer,  left  the  fon-igner  in  hi« 
station,  and  nxle  Ixack  to  his  faithful  lactpiey,  who 
amuretl  liim,  tliat  the  travellers  hml  not  \et  hove  up 
their  anchor,  or  prcKittled  cm  their  voyage. 

Notwithstanding  this  intimation.  Pickle  Ix^gan  to 
entertain  such  alanning  suspicions  that  he  cf)uld  not 
n  frain  fmm  a<Ivancing  to  the  gate,  and  intpiire  for 
the  c*tm)|)Rny  which  had  lately  arrivetl  in  a  chaise  and 
six.  Tlie  innkee|XT,  who  was  not  at  all  plea>e<l  with 
the  behaviour  of  those  paMsengers,  <lid  not  think 
pn)|HT  to  oljserve  the  instnictions  he  had  nivived  ; 
on  the  contnirv,  he  plainly  told  him,  that  the  chaise 
did  not  halt,  ))ut  only  entered  at  one  door,  and  went 
out  at  the  oUier,  with  a  view  to  deceive  those  who 
pursue<l  it,  as  he  guessed  from  the  wortls  of  the 
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pmtlrnmn,  i»lu»  ii.ul  f.iiiu'>tl\  tU>ii\ti  that  route 
iiii^ht  roiuviihil  from  aiiv  |mtm>ii  who  sliouhl  iii- 
i|uir\'  nlMiut  tlirir  motions.  **  As  for  mv  own  |Mart, 
measUT,**  itmtimuMl  thi>  t  haritahK*  piihlicfiii,  **  I  Ik*- 
li'  veii  AS  how  tlifv  nn*  no  Ix-ttiT  tlwin  thfv  should  Ik*, 

t  tht'V  woulil  n't  !)e  in  Mit  h  a  demilv  fvnr  of  Ikmii^ 
orrrtAkcn.  Mrt)iink%  said  I,  uheii  I  saw  them  in 
Mich  A  woundv  {Hither  to  Ih.'  goni\  oddshcartHkins ! 
thi?«  nuLst  lx^  mynw  I^ondon  pri'iitirt*  nuniin^  auav 
with  hiM  nHfi.ster\  ilauj^hter,  a.s  suiv  ns  I  'in  a  living 
Buul.  Hut,  \iv  he  who  he  will,  snrtnin  it  is,  a  hits 
nothing  of  the  gentleniaii  alxiut  en  ;  for,  thof  a  A.sked 
Mich  A  favour,  a  never  onee  put  Iwuxl  in  {KK-ket,  or 
lutiil,  *  l)(>g,  w  ill  you  <lrink  r '  I  low  >omfver,  that  tlon't 
ar^ifv  in  revereiux?  of  his  In-ing  in  a  hurry  ;  and  a 
mail  may  lie  .sometimes  a  little  t(M>  jud<^maticid  in 
hi«  txmjeetures."  In  all  pn>l>al)ilit  v,  this  ItHjuacioas 
landloni  would  liave  served  the  tnivellers  effectually, 
hiul  Pen^^ne  heart!  him  in  an  en<l ;  hut  this  im[K't- 
u«>UH  youtli,  far  fnmi  listening  to  these(|uel  of  his  ob- 
servatioiLs  intemiptetl  him  in  the  htMriniiing  of  his 
career,  by  a.sking  eagerly  which  n>ad  they  followed; 
and,  having  ret^eivecl  the  innkeeiKT^s  directions, 
clapped  spurs  to  his  horse,  commanding  Pijx^s  to 
make  the  valet  actjuainte<l  with  his  course,  that 
they  might  attend  liim  w  ith  all  imaginable  despatch. 

By  the  publican's  account  of  their  conduct,  his 
fonuer  opinion  was  fully  confirmed.  He  plied  his 
steed  to  the  height  of  his  mettle ;  and  so  much  was 
his  imagination  engrossed  by  the  pros|)ect  of  having 
Emilia  in  his  power,  that  he  did  not  {>erceiye  the 
road  on  which  he  travelled  was  quite  different  from 

[59] 


rKUEGRINE  PICKLE 


that  which  let!  to  the  hahitntion  of  Mrs.  Gauntlet, 
llie  vak't -(lc-chanil)re  was  an  iittiT  stmnger  to  tliat 
part  of  the  country  ;  and,  as  for  Mr.  Pijjcs,  such 
consi(lfnitit)ns  were  altoj^'tlior  foivi^n  to  the  cct)noniy 
of  his  rcMection. 

Trn  long  miles  ha<l  our  hero  rtxle,  wlim  his  eves 
wfrc  hlcw<l  with  the  siglit  of  the  cha;  ding 
an  hill,  at  the  distance  of  a  good  league;  U|>on  which 
he  douhhtl  his  dilignuv  in  such  a  manner,  that  he 
gaine<i  ujxm  the  carriage  ever>'  minute,  and  at  length 
approaclunl  so  near  to  it,  that  he  could  diMi-ni  the 
ladv  and  her  conductor,  with  their  heads  thrust  out 
nt  the  windows,  looking  back,  and  speaking  to  the 
drivtT  alternately,  as  if  they  canie^tly  besought  him 
to  augment  the  sjje^xl  of  his  cattle. 

IJfing  thus,  as  it  were,  in  sight  of  port,  while  he 
crossed  the  hmuI,  his  horse  hap}K>ne<I  to  plungi*  into 
a  cart-rut  with  such  violence,  that  he  was  tin  own 
several  vards  over  his  head ;  and,  the  lieast^  shoulder 
lieing  slip|)e<l  hv  the  fall,  he  found  himself  disabled 
from  plucking  the  fniit,  which  was  almost  within  his 
ivach ;  for  he  luul  left  his  »er>HntH  at  a  considernble 
distiuicc  behind  him ;  and  although  they  had  lievn 
at  his  back,  and  suppliwl  him  with  another  horse, 
thev  were  so  indifferently  njounted,  that  he  (X)uld  not 
reasonably  expect  to  overtiike  the  flyers,  who  profited 
so  much  by  this  disaster  tliat  the  chaise  vani«»hed  in 
a  momenL 

It  may  Ix?  easily  conceived  how  a  young  man  of 
his  disposition  passed  his  time,  in  this  tajitidising 
situation.  He  ejaculatetl  with  great  ferNcncy  ;  but 
his  prayers  were  not  the  efftvts  of  resignation.  He 
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Hill  btu'k  1)11  liMit,  uitli  iiuivdihli-  ^iMttl,  ill  oidir  to 
imt't  his  vnlft,  \«lioiii  In-  iiii)ioi>i-<I  in  ti  twinkling  ; 
luid,  taking;  Miit,  Im'^iii  to  I'XrniM'  liis  whip  and 
ftpupi,  nfivr  liAviii^  onirml  tlif  Swiss  to  foUtiw  liim 
oil  tilt*  oUitT  p  ldiiig,  unil  (x)iuinitt«il  \]u- 1  mic  hunter 
to  thi"  carv  t»f  PijK-s. 

MiittiTH  Ik'in^  /uljiist*'<l  in  this  iiuuiiut,  our  lulvcn- 
tun  r  pme*ivutttl  i\w  na-v  with  all  his  nii;;ht  ;  and, 
having  made  some  |)n)^n*xs,  wiis  infonni*<l  hv  a  (*onn- 
tnuwuK  that  thf  chaise  liad  stnu  k  off  into  another 
ruati,  ami,  luxDnhng  to  his  judgment,  was  hv  that 
time  about  thnt.*  miles  ahead;  thougli,  in  all  proha- 
hilit y,  the  horn's  would  not  Ik*  ahle  to  hold  out  much 
longer,  because  they  seeimti  to  Ix;  (jiiite  s|)ent  when 
they  paiKd  his  door.  Kncounige<l  hv  this  intima- 
tion, IVregrine  pusluil  on  vith  grwit  alacritv,  thougli 
he  could  not  regain  sight  cif  the  desired  object,  till 
the  clouds  of  night  began  to  dee|>i*n,  and  even  then 
he  enjoveil  nothing  more  than  a  transient  glimj)se  ; 
for  tlie  carriiige  w/is  no  sooner  sec^n,  than  shrouded 
ag:iin  fn>m  liis  \iew.  TlieM.'  vexatious  cinumstaiices 
animated  his  endeavours,  while  they  irribited  his 
chagrin.  In  short,  he  continueti  his  pursuit  till  the 
night  was  far  advanced,  and  himself  so  uncertiiin 
about  tlie  object  of  his  care,  that  he  entered  a  solitary 
inn,  w  ith  a  view  of  obtaining  some  intelligence,  when, 
to  his  infinite  joy,  he  pertt?ivetl  the  chaise  standing 
bv  itself,  and  tlie  horses  panting  in  the  yard.  In 
full  confidence  of  his  having  arrived  at  last  at  the 
goal  of  all  his  wishe:*,  he  alighted  instantaneously, 
and,  running  up  to  the  coachman,  w  ith  a  pistol  in 
his  hand,  commanded  him,  in  an  imperious  tone,  to 
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eooduct  him  to  the  1ml v^n  clwunbcr,  on  pain  of  death. 
Tlie  (IrivcT,  affrightiHl  at  thb  meiuirin^  acklroB,  pm- 
totitl,  with  f^rmt  huiiiility,  that  \w  did  not  know 
whithiT  hi%  fim*  liad  rt'tirt^d ;  for  that  he  himielf 
was  paid  and  dinniianc'd  fruni  the  icnricp,  beaune  he 
wuuld  nut  umlrrtake  to  dn%e  them  all  night  acron 
the  couiitn*,  without  flopping  to  rrfreah  hb  boMa. 
Hut  he  prumim^d  tu  go  in  quest  of  tho  wniter,  who 
would  ^huw  him  to  tlieir  apartment.  lie  wa«  accord* 
inf;lv  dctarh<'«l  on  that  crrmnd,  while  our  hero  itood 
nentiiicl  at  tlie  gate,  till  the  arrivnl  of  hit  valet -de- 
chain bre,  who  joining  him  bv  ai  t,  belbre  the 
coachman  rvtunicd^  relieved  him  in  hi»  watch ;  aiid 
thai  the  young  geotleouui,  aaapmted  at  his  niea- 
MOgV*!  delar.  niched,  with  fury  in  hit  e\ra,  fron 
rooni  to  room,  denoun<  ing  Tcngcaoce  u|M»n  the  whole 
family;  but  he  did  n<ii  meet  with  one  bving  aottl* 
until  he  entered  the  gamrt,  where  he  fouiHl  the 
landlonl  and  hit  wife  in  bed.  Hiis  chicken-hearted 
couple,  by  the  light  of  a  nub  caiKlle  that  burned 
on  the  hearth,  netng  a  tt  ranker  lMir»t  into  the 
chamber,  in  such  a  terrible  attitude,  were  eeiaed 
with  ooostemation ;  aixl,  exalting  their  roicea,  in 
a  moat  lamentable  strain,  begged,  for  the  paaoon 
of  (lirist,  that  be  would  spare  their  live^  and  take 
all  they  luul- 

IVn*grine  gucMiing,  fn>iu  t  .  x  '  ■  .ti,  an<l  the 
rin-um'»taiH^  of  their  U-ingulMti,  u»;ii  iiny  r  •  «»k 
him  for  a  n>l)lMT,  and  «•  Tiorant  «)f  tliat  Mituh 
he  wanted  to  know,  (li<t|M-i>«  >i  tueir  temir,  by  making 
tlieiM  aci)uainte<l  uith  the  cnu.te  of  hi«  \i«it,  and 
desimi  the  hii^ilMijid  to  get  up  with  all  |MMble 
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(lr»|Mlt  li,  III  «inl«  r  tu  mmluI  Ami  att«  ii«l  hiiii  in  hi% 
inn,  •»  '    ^•  '    V  fiiMi.  jij  I. 

tKc  rh -   ^    ■         f..:  ,1 

rrrtjun  ^tHt'-*-  at  tl.  v  of  :  %  an.l 

•Mmrlcvl  lit  ludliiiK  for  t)ir  Imut  t  <iiU'iit. 

'  iwl^nitvirvr,  IMmI  «)tli  li;"  dt  vi|)|KiiiitiiHiit, 
^  \mmt  in  an  iu«tiuit,  «iwl,  with  hi*  atti'iit!- 
afit,  tiMik  i\w  MUM  nmdt  with  full  ck'tcniii nation 
to  die,  ratbrr  than  clt-^t^t  fn>in  the  prowt-ution  of 
'.^  dn^M.  He  Kail,  hy  tht%  tiiiH*,  rudr  upwanU  of 
tiiirtv  mika  timer  thrrr  oVl(H*k  in  th«-  nAcnuMm  ;  no 
tlukt  the  bofWi  vrrvaliiMist  i|uitc*  jmlcd,  an<l  tni^elli'd 
this  »taf{r  to  «lo«lv,  tliat  it  «a«  moniiiif^  U-foru  they 
n*«rhr<i  thr  pUrr  of  thrtr  cl»*  ii,  »h<  n-,  fur  fniiii 
tiiMlin^  thi-  f\:  '  %  1m*  uiMknktood  tiiat  no  nuvU 
|M*rw»n«  a%  ^  -1  hail  pajMi^  tliat  way,  and 

tiiAt,  in  all  i.»  *i,  th<  V  luul  taken  a  (|tiitc  c-oii- 
tnuy*  ilin  '  •  .  *»ii.*c-  in  unh-r  to  miikleml  him  in  his 
|Hiraiit,  t:..  V  liad  amimil  tlic  hu^tlcT  with  a  fulM* 
ruutt'.  'iliia  coajerturr  wa»  8tn'n|^henc-<l  hy  hin 
penviving,  now  for  ilie  fin^t  tiniis  tliat  he  luul 
dr^-iatcd  a  oocMidermble  vay  from  the  rua^l,  through 
which  they  must  have  jounH-y«l,  in  onler  to  arrive 
at  the  place  of  her  niotlier's  rf^ith  iux' ;  and  tlic^ic  su^- 
gestion»  utterly  deprived  him  of  the  small  rL*mains 
of  rBcoUection  which  lie  hail  hitherto  retained. 
eyes  rolled  about,  witne?v>ing  rage  and  distraction ; 
he  foamed  at  the  moutli,  stainixxl  u|>un  tlie  ground 
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with  j^'iit  violeiux",  utU'n-<l  incolKTL'nt  iinprocationH 
a^innt  himself  niui  nil  tiwuilvind,  and  would  Imvc 
»*illic<i  forth  a^in,  ho  knew  not  whither,  ii|H)n  the 
same  horse,  which  he  had  nlready  almost  kille<l  with 
fati^ie,  liad  not  hin  confidant  fuinid  means  to  (]uiet 
the  tumult  of  his  thoughts  and  recall  his  reflection, 
bv  re|)n."M'ntin«;  the  condition  of  the  poor  animaln, 
and  advising  him  to  hire  fn-^li  horse's,  and  ride  |)ost 
acrovt  the  amntr\\  to  the  villa^re  in  the  ncighlxMir- 
ho<Kl  of  Mpi.  Gauntlet^  habitation,  where  they 
lihould  infallibly  intercept  the  daughter,  pn)vided 
they  could  get  the  start  of  her  u|K)n  the  road. 

Peregrine  not  only  n-linhe*!,  but  forthw  ith  a<'te<l  in 
conformity  with  this  goiKi  counsel.  His  own  hor<"j» 
were  conunitted  to  the  charge  of  the  landlonl,  with 
directions  for  Piin-s,  in  oim.'  he  should  come  in  c|uest 
of  his  master ;  ami,  a  couple  of  stout  gehlings  l)eing 
prt'iMirefl,  he  and  his  valet  took  the  road  again,  steer- 
ing their  course  acconling  to  the  motions  of  the 
post-U)V,  wlio  undert<K)k  to  be  their  giiide.  T\\vy 
bail  almost  tinishe<l  the  fintt  stage,  when  thev 
docried  a  |MMt-cluiise  jast  halting  at  Uie  inn  where 
thev  pnijxxsiHi  to  change  horses ;  upon  which  our 
adventurer,  glowing  with  a  most  inten-sting  prejwige, 
put  his  Ixnist  to  the  full  s^Kcd,  and  appn>nchc<l 
IM9U*  enough  to  distinguish,  as  the  travellers  (|uitte<l 
the  carriage,  that  he  had  at  last  come  up  with 
the  \CTy  individual  penons  whom  he  had  pursued 
so  long. 

nii>luil  with  this  discover\*,  he  galloix**!  into  the 
yani  m)  suddenly,  that  the  ladv  and  her  conductor 
scarce  had  time  to  shut  themselves  up  in  a  chiuuber, 
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to  which  thfv  ri'trt'ntiti  with  ^mit  pnvipitAtioii ;  ao 
tilAt  thi*  pursiur  wan  nuw  ivrtiUii  of  having  h()us('<l 
his  prey.  'Huit  he  lui^lit,  however,  leave  nothing  to 
fortune,  he  phui'tl  himself  ii|k)ii  the  ntnir  In  which 
they  hiul  Mcciulecl  to  the  H)MirtiiK*i)t,  ajitl  sent  up  his 
t-oiupliinentH  to  the  youn^  iaily,  di-^iriii^  the  favour 
of  liein^  ndmittetl  to  lur  pn-M'iK'e,  otherwi.-ic  he 
ihoultl  be  ohli^txl  to  wuixc  fill  cereiiioiiy,  aiul  take 
thjit  liberty  which  nhe  woiiKl  not  ^^ve.  'Hic  .serviuit, 
liAviii|{  cx>nveyeti  niesHa^'  thn>u^h  the  key-hole, 
n*tunie<i  with  an  answer,  ini|K)rtin^  tluit  she  would 
adhere  to  tiie  ri-Milution  she  hml  tiiken,  and  |KTish, 
rather  than  comply  with  his  will.  Our  adventurer, 
without  staying;  to  make  any  rxjoinder  to  tiiis  reply, 
ran  upstair*,  and,  thundering  at  the  ilixyr  for  entrance, 
was  given  to  understand  hv  the  nympirs  attendant, 
that  a  l)lun(ierbuas  was  n-adv  primed  for  his  recep- 
tion, and  that  he  would  do  well  to  sjwire  him  the 
neoeanty  of  shedding  hlood  in  defence  of  a  person 
who  had  put  herself  under  his  pn)tecti()n.  **  All  the 
laws  of  the  land,**  viitl  he,  "cannot  now  untie  the 
knots  by  w  hich  we  are  bound  together ;  and  there- 
fore I  will  guard  her  as  niv  own  pniperty  ;  so  that 
you  had  better  desist  from  your  fruitless  attempt, 
and  thereby  ccjnsult  vour  ow  n  safety  ;  for,  by  the 
Gtxl  that  matle  me,  I  will  discharge  my  piece  upon 
you,  as  soon  as  vou  set  your  nose  within  the  door  — 
and  your  blood  be  upon  vour  own  head.""  These 
menaces,  from  a  citizen's  clerk,  would  have  been  suffi- 
cient motives  for  Pickle  to  storm  the  breach,  although 
they  hiid  not  been  reinforced  bv  that  declaration, 
which  informed  him  of  Emilia's  having  bestowed 
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herself  in  niarriiif^  upon  such  a  contemptible  rival. 
This  sole  consideration  added  wings  to  his  impetu- 
osity, and  he  appliwl  his  foot  to  the  door  with  such 
irresistible  force,  as  bursted  it  open  in  an  instant, 
entering  at  the  same  time  with  a  pistol  rt»adv  coc'ked 
in  his  hand.  His  anbigonist,  instead  of  firing  his 
blunderbuss,  when  he  saw  him  approach,  started 
l)iick  witli  evident  signs  of  sur])rise  and  consterna- 
tion, exclaiming,  I^jrd  Jesus!  Sir,  you  are  not 
the  man !  and,  without  doubt,  are  under  some  mis- 
take with  ivgjinl  to  us."^ 

Ik.'fore  Peregrine  had  time  to  answer  this  saluta- 
tion, the  ladv,  hearing  it,  atlvanced  to  him,  and, 
pulling  off  a  mask,  discovered  a  face  which  he  had 
never  seen  before.  'Hie  Gorgon^s  head,  according  to 
the  fables  of  anti(]uitv,  never  had  a  more  instanta- 
neous or  |)etrifving  effect,  than  that  which  this  counte- 
nance pHxluc-ed  uj>on  the  astonished  youth.  His 
eyes  were  fixed  u|M)n  this  unknown  object,  as  if  they 
had  been  attracted  by  the  power  of  enchantment, 
his  feet  seeme<l  riveted  to  the  ground,  and,  after 
having  stocnl  motionless  for  the  space  of  a  few 
minutes,  he  dropjKil  down  in  an  apoplexy  of  dis- 
appointment and  despair.  The  Swiss,  who  had 
followed  him,  seeiiig  his  master  in  this  condition, 
lifted  him  up,  and,  laying  him  u|K)n  a  bed  in  the 
next  room,  let  him  blo<Kl  immediately,  without  hesi- 
tation, IxMiig  always  provide<l  with  a  ca.se  of  lancets, 
against  (ill  accidents  on  the  mad.  To  this  foresight 
our  hero,  in  all  probability,  was  indebted  for  his  life. 
By  virtue  of  a  very  copious  evacuation,  he  rei-overed 
the  use  of  his  senses ;   but   the  complication  of 
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fiiti«^ies  and  violi'iit  tnuisports,  wliidi  hi-  \\ni\  iiiitU  r- 
p>iu',  hn'^iil  up  a  (Ihu^tous  i'vwv  in  his  hlood  ; 
aiul,  a  phv.siciuii  being  oillrd  fVt)ni  the  next  intirkut- 
towii,  sevcnd  days  elapsed  befoiv  he  would  answer 
for  his  life. 
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PK&r(;Ris'K  iKSDt  A  M»:MAc;t  to  mis.  caukti^t,  wao 
ftKJBcn  ns  rtoroiAL  —  nr.   u:rAiu  to  thk 

j^T  Icm^h,  howvTcr,  hii  coiutitutiuii  uvcr- 
/^L      came  hift  diiraw,  though  not  bcfoiT  it 
A — ^     hmd  in  a  grmt  mnuurp  tAinetl  the  fury 
^  of  hin  cli%|xxition,  aiid  brought  him  to  a 

teriot:  -  ^•mtion  of  hii  coDclurt.  In  thin  huuiili- 
atioh       1..^  ^piritt,  he  rrflcctcci  with  lihiuiic  and 

rrnioiNe  "i  ^     trearhen'  to  tlic  fkir,  the  innooctit 

Emilin;  t.<  :>  ...  inhrml  hi*  former  aenti men U  in  Ytcr 
favour,  well  AA  the  injunrtioni  of  hin  civiiig  uncJr; 
he  mn»llivti'»l  hin  intimary  with  her  brother,  againiit 
which  he  luul  m)  baM'ly  ninneil ;  ai)<l«  revolving  all 
the  cirruiu»tanecH  of  her  nmclui't,  foumi  it  to  com- 
mendable, fpiriied,  aii<l  iiohle,  tiuit  he  deemed  Imt 
an  oliject  of  nifletent  dipiity  to  merit  hi«  honour- 
able aclflrcMei,  ercn  though  hi»  duty  hml  not  been 
conccnied  in  the  dccsikm.  Hut,  ohligatcxl  afi  he  was 
to  make  reparation  to  a  worthy  family,  whirh  he  liad 
•o  gronly  injuml,  he  thought  he  could  not  mantfert 
hU  refonuation  too  toon;  and,  whcDew  he  found 
himarlf  able  to  hold  the  )>en,  wrote  a  letter  to  Mm. 
Gauntlet,  wheirin  1h*  acknowledged,  with  many 
cxprMons  of  sorrow  and  contrition,  tliat  lie  had 
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acted  A  \mri  Altup'thcr  iiiilMtxiining  n  iimn  of  hon- 
our, ajmI  %h«Hil<l  ni'\rr  rnjov  thi*  \vtLsi  tmn(|iiillity  of 
Biiixl,  until  \iv  «htMild  Unw  nu-ritt'il  her  forgivcni^Kv 
lie  |MOlMtli,  that.,  although  hin  h/t{)))iiu*<^A  cntirvly 
ifapwdtd  upon  the  dctmninntion  of  Kniilia,  he 
would  rrm  n*nou!uv  nil  ho|M*  of  U-ing  hlt-^M-*!  nith 
hrr  favour,  if  ftlir  could  |Miint  out  aiiy  other  nit  tluMl 
of  iimking  rf|iAn%tion  to  tluit  aniiahle  young  Indy, 
but  hy  U\iiig  hii  heart  and  fortune  at  her  feet, 
and  AtilMuitting  himtelf  to  her  |  '  rv  during  the 
rnnainiiig  part  of  hi>«  life.  lie  innjured  her,  there- 
forei*  in  the  mont  iMitla'tic  maimer,  to  pardon  him, 
in  rnniidf  nition  of  hi«  ninix-rv  n  |M*ntancc\  and  to  um* 
her  Riatmial  inHuetuv  «ith  tier  daughter,  ko  tm  tiiat 
he  might  lie  prmiitteil  to  wait  UjMm  her  with  a 
wedding-ring,  aa  aoon  t»  hin  h<  nit})  nould  nllow  him 
to  undCTtake  the  jou nun 

Hiift  expUnntion  luMiig  <le»»j>iitt  hetl  hy  l*i|M-^,  who 
had,  hy  t  ime,  found  hiii  inH^ster,  tlie  young 
gentleman  inquired  alxnit  the  couple  i»hom  lie  hiul 
■o  unfortunately  pursued,  aiid  undenttood  fn)m  h'\n 
Talet-<le-chanibre,  mho  leanied  the  tttorA*  fn>m  their 
own  moutlift,  tliat  the  bulv  wiis  tlie  only  daughter  of 
a  rich  Jew,  and  her  nttcndajit  no  otlier  than  his 
appn.*ntice,  who  had  c»jnverte<l  her  to  Christianity, 
and  married  her  at  the  same  time;  that  this  secret 
haring  taken  air,  tlie  old  Israelite  had  contrived  a 
•cheme  to  separate  them  for  ever;  and  they  being 
apprised  of  his  intention,  had  found  means  to  elope 
from  his  house,  with  a  view  of  sheltering  themselves 
in  France,  until  the  aflair  coi:ld  \)e  made  up  ;  that, 
seeing  thrte  men  ride  after  them  with  such  eagerness 
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and  speofl,  they  never  douhtiHi  that  the  puraueiB 
were  hi*r  father,  ami  xiiiie  friends  or  domestics, 
and  on  that  siip|MiHition  hail  t)ed  witli  the  utmost 
di-s|mt4*h  and  tn*pidation,  until  they  liad  found 
themselves  happilv  undeceived,  at  tlrnt  ver%'  instant 
when  they  expecte<l  nothing  hut  miscliief  and  mis- 
fortune, IjLHtly,  the  Su  isN  pive  him  to  understand, 
that,  after  having  prnfevncd  Mime  concxni  for  his 
deplnnihle  situation,  and  enjoywl  a  sUght  refre>h- 
ment,  they  htu\  taken  their  dejMirtun'  for  Dover, 
and,  in  all  likelihiMxl,  were  uifely  arrived  at  Paris. 

In  four-and-twfiity  hourN  after  Pipes  was  charged 
with  his  oommivkion,  he  brought  ImcIi  an  an<^wer 
from  the  mother  of  Emilia,  couched  in  the^ 
wocdi'  — 

"Sm,  —  I  received  ihr  favour  of  yours,  and  «m  ^l«d, 
for  your  own  sake,  that  you  have  attained  a  due  sense 
and  conviction  of  your  unkind  and  unchh&tisn  l>rhaviour 
to  |KM)r  Vjny.  I  thank  (*od,  none  of  my  children  were 
rvrr  so  insultrfl  lirforr.  (»ivc  mc  leave  to  U-ll  you,  sir, 
ray  daughter  was  no  upstart,  without  fhc-iid»  or  etiuca- 
tion,  tajt  a  young  lady,  as  well  hrctl,  and  lK*ttcr  l>om, 
than  most  private  gentlewomen  in  the  kingdom  ;  and 
therefore,  though  you  had  no  esteem  fi)r  hrr  person, 
you  ou^hi  to  have  fiaid  tonic  regard  to  her  family, 
which,  no  dis|taragrmrnt  to  you,  sir,  is  more  honourable 
than  your  own.  As  for  your  proposal.  Mits  (tauntlet 
will  not  hear  of  it.  Iiring  that  she  thinks  her  hmiour 
will  not  allow  her  to  listen  to  anv  terms  of  rrronctlui- 
tion ;  and  she  is  not  yet  so  destitute,  m%  to  rmbrace  an 
offer  to  which  she  has  the  lea>t  ol>jrclion.  In  the 
meantime,  she  is  so  much  indui|Mned.  tliat  she  cannot 
potsibly  tee  company  ;  so  I  l)eg  von  will  not  take  the 
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tFOoble  ut  lu.iking  a  fruitlm  Jouniry  to  Ohh  |ilacc*. 
IVrh«|«i  rour  fulurr  ctuuluct  uwiy  cirsmr  hrr  furjfivc- 
itr\Y,  mt\d  rr«llr,  mn  I  am  ctmrrrnril  for  your  hA|i|iuirvs, 
which  Tuu  a«>urr  mr  drprmU  u|M>n  hrr  c«iiulr!irrniiion, 
I  wUh  with  all  my  hrart  it  tiiay  ;  ami  am,  notwithsUiul- 
Ing  all  that  lia»  liap|>rnrtl,  your  siiicrrc  wrll-wiihrr, 

*•  Ckc  lUA  (iAi  NTurr." 

FhuB  this  (  .  Aiul  the  iiifonimtion  of  hin  mcs- 
MOgrr,  mir  hero  Icnnuil,  tlmt  hin  iiiiHtri-Hii  had  act- 
ually pn>rit(<tl  \n  hit  %»il<l  pM>M' t  hitM*,  mj  us  to  tiiiike  u 
udc  rt-tmit  to  Iut  iiioth«T'»  house.  'Hiouj^h  Mim*  to 
Kmr  of  hi*r  iiNliHjMMitioi),  he  wan  hIm)  {)i(|ue(l  nt  her 
nnpUeAhilitv,  us  well  ns  at  Miine  stately  |>ara^ni|)hs 
of  tlie  letter,  in  which,  he  thought,  the  gcxMl  Imiv 
had  coDMilted  her  own  vanity,  rathtT  than  her  ^(mmI 
nrnae.  Then©  niotiveii  of  rvM-ntnuiit  heliK-fi  hi  in  to 
bear  hU  divi|)|)oin*'n<  Mt  like  a  |>hil(»sopher,  e?«{Mt-iHllv 
as  he  had  now  <j  1  hi*  ctjiiscience,  in  proffirin^ 
to  mireaa  the  injury  he  luul  done ;  and,  moreover, 
found  himself,  with  re^nl  to  his  love,  in  a  calm 
»tate  of  hope  and  n-sipi.ition. 

A  seasonable  fit  of  illiu-NS  i*  an  excellent  me<licine 
for  the  turJnilence  of  passion.  Such  a  refonnation 
had  the  fever  prtMlucetl  on  the  economy  of  his  thou^lit.s, 
tluit  he  moraliseii  like  an  apostle,  and  projected 
several  prudential  schemes  for  his  future  conduct. 

In  the  meantime,  as  soon  as  his  health  was  suffi- 
cientlv  re-established,  he  took  a  trip  to  the  garris(>n, 
in  onler  to  nsit  his  friends ;  and  leamwl  from  Hatch- 
way's own  moutli,  that  lie  liad  broke  the  ice  of  court- 
ship to  his  aunt,  and  that  his  acidresses  were  now 
(airlv  afloat  ;  though,  when  he  first  declared  himself 
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to  the  widow,  after  she  h/ul  \kvu  duly  prepontl  for 
the  occasion,  by  her  niece  and  the  rest  of  her  friends, 
she  htu\  received  his  prt){M)«gil  with  a  beconjin^  ix- 
•crve,  and  piously  wept  at  the  n'niemhrance  of  her 
hasliand,  ol>serving,  that  she  should  never  niei-t  with 
his  fellow. 

Pert^^rine  promoted  the  lieutenant's  suit  with  idl 
his  inHuencc;  and  all  Mrs.  Tnnniion\H  ohjections  to 
the  match  l)eing  sunnounte<l,  it  was  detenniniHl, 
that  the  day  of  marriap*  should  Ik*  put  off  f»»r  three 
months  that  her  reputation  mi^ht  not  suffer  by  a 
pnvi  pit  ate  engagement.  His  next  <•  give 
oniers  for  erecting  a  plain  marble  moiiuiitent  to  the 
memory  of  his  uncle,  on  which  the  following  ins<Tip- 
tion,  coinfM)^!  by  the  bridegroom,  actually  appeared 
in  golden  letten  :  — 
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Here  lies 
PBBBdared  in  •  fntliom  and  ludf, 
The  ahcU 
Of 

Hawcji  Tat  KMiox.  Rnq. 
Fovrorriy  cuininaiulrr  of  •  squadroa 

In  hi*  Majesty '■  MrnrU^. 
Wbo  broarhrd  tu.  at  five  r.M.  Oct.  x. 
In  the  year  of  hit  mffc 
Thrresforc  and  nineteen. 

He  kept  hij  f^n»  always  loaded. 
And  his  tat'kie  ready  niAiiitrd, 
And  DCYcr  showed  his  poop  to  thr  riinny, 

Bsccpt  when  he  took  hrr  in  ti>w  ; 
But. 

ll    ......  ..lit. 

And  his  up{>rr  workt  dtn^ayed. 
He  was  sunk 
By  l>rath'&  ^u|)crior  weigttt  uf  in«  tal. 
NcverthdeM, 
He  will  be  writhed  a^ain 
At  the  Grmt  Day, 
H    '        .  '  '-••.•d. 
All'  :rt"l, 
And,  with  one  br  , 
Make  his  advc-nMiry 
Strike  in  \us  turti. 
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CHAPTER  EIGHTY 

UK  Rtrn  RNS  TO   IX)N'I)ON,  AN'D  MEETS  WITH  CADWAI.LA- 
DEB,  WHO   ENTKBTAIN9    HIM    WITH    MANY   CI  RIOL'S 

PABTiri'LARj*  CBAirrBKK    SOINDS    THE  I>r(HKS.S, 

AND  UXDECEIVM  I'K  KI.K,  WHO,  HY  AN  EXTBAORDI- 
NABY  ACCIDENT,  BK( OMES  AttiLAlNTED  WITH  AN- 
OTHER LADY  OF  QUALITY. 

THE  young  gcntleiiian  having  perfonnwi 
these  last  oflict's  in  honour  of  his  de- 
ceased iK'ncfac'tor,  and  presentwl  Mr. 
Jolter  to  tlie  long-ex|Kt'tcd  living,  wliich 
at  this  time  ha|)|K'nc<l  to  be  vacant,  n-'turncd  to 
Ix)ndon,  and  resumed  his  former  gaiety  —  not  that 
he  was  able  to  shake  Emilia  fn)m  his  thought,  or 
even  to  reniemlKT  her  without  violent  emotions;  for, 
as  he  recovered  his  vigour,  his  former  impitience 
murred,  and  therefore  he  resolvetl  to  plunge  him- 
self headlong  into  some  intrigue,  that  might  engage 
his  passions  ami  amuse  his  imagination. 

A  man  of  his  accomplishments  could  not  fail  to 
meet  with  a  variet  v  of  subjects  on  which  his  gallaiitr>' 
would  liJive  Ixfii  pr(»jK»rlv  exercised  ;  and  this  abun- 
dance di>tracte<l  his  choice,  which  at  anv  time  was 
aj)t  to  Ik*  influrnce<l  bv  Ciiprice  and  whim.  I  have 
already  observed,  that  he  had  lifteil  his  view,  through 
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a  nmtninoinul  |XTs|Mvtivc,  aa  In^h  as  a  liidv  of  the 
fir>t  (|unlitv  t\m\  distiiu'tioii  ;  aiul,  now  that  Ik*  Nwts 
rffiiM"*!  hv  MivH  (iaiiiitlet,  ami  t'ii)ove<i  a  little 
ruspito  from  tlie  agonies  of  tliat  Haine  whicli  her 
chunns  hatl  kindUtl  in  his  heart,  \\v  rfUfwinl  hisassidii- 
itii-H  to  lu  r  j^nuv.  Thou«^h  lie  durst  not  vet  ri>k  an 
explanation,  he  enjovetl  tlie  pleasure  of  seeing  hiiii- 
.self  M)  Well  reivivetl  in  tjualit  v  of  a  partit  ular  aeijuain- 
tantx\  that  he  flattered  hiniM'lf  with  the  lx*lief  of  his 
Imving  made  some  pro^ii-»,  in  her  heart ;  and  was 
contirmetl  in  this  conreiteti  notion  hv  the  assunmees 
of  her  woman,  w  hom,  hv  lilxTal  largesses,  lie  retiine<l 
in  his  intenvst,  because  she  found  means  to  persuade 
him  that  shewiui  in  the  confidejiee  of  her  ladv.  Hut, 
iiotwithstantlinj^  this  encouni«;en)ent,  and  the  siin- 
giiine  suggestions  of  his  own  vanity,  he  dreaded  the 
thoughts  of  exjx>sing  himself  to  her  ridicule  and 
resentment  bv  a  premature  declaration,  and  deter- 
mineil  to  postpone  his  addresses,  until  he  should  Ik* 
more  cvrtitied  of  the  prolxibility  of  succeeding  in 
his  attempt. 

While  he  remained  in  this  hesitation  and  sus- 
pense, he  was  one  morning  very  agreeably  surprised 
with  the  appearance  of  his  friend  Crabtree,  wlio, 
by  the  permission  of  Pipes,  to  whom  he  was  well 
known,  entered  his  chamber  before  he  was  awake, 
and,  bv  a  violent  shake  of  the  shoulder,  disengaged 
him  from  the  arms  of  sleep.  The  first  compliments 
having  mutually  passed,  Cadwallader  gave  him  to 
understand,  that  he  had  arrived  in  town  oveniif/ht 
in  the  stage-coach  from  Bath,  and  entertained  him 
w  ith  such  a  ludicrous  account  of  his  fellow-travellers, 

[7o] 


PEREGRINE  PICKLE 


that  Perepnnc,  for  the  first  time  since  their  part- 
ing, in(hil«^t'(l  liiinsc'lf  in  mirth,  even  to  the  hazard 
of  .suf!()cation. 

Crahtree,  having  rehearsed  these  adventures,  in 
Huvh  a  pecuHarity  of  manner  as  added  infinite  ridi- 
cule to  every  circumstance,  and  rejx^ated  every 
scandidous  re|X)rt  which  liml  circidatwl  at  liiitli, 
after  Peregrine's  dejwirturc,  was  informetl  by  tlie 
youth,  that  he  harlwuixni  a  design  upon  the  per- 
son of  such  a  duchess,  and  in  all  ap{)eanin(^  hiul  no 
R'iLson  to  complain  of  his  re<*epti(m  ;  but  that  he 
would  not  venture  to  declare  himsi'lf,  until  he  should 
be  more  ascertiiined  of  her  sentiments  ;  and  therefore 
lie  lx'gge<l  leave  to  de{x.>nd  u|H)n  the  intelligence  of 
liis  friend  Cadwullmler,  who,  he  knew,  was  mlmitted 
to  her  |>arties. 

'I'he  misanthro|>e,  l)efore  he  would  promise  hit 
assistance,  »i.ske<l  if  his  prospivt  vergetl  towanls  nuit- 
rimony?  and  our  a<lventunT,  who  guevHttl  the 
meaning  of  his  (juestion,  n'plying  in  the  negative,  he 
undert(H)k  the  office  of  ret'onnoitering  her  inclina- 
tion, protesting  at  the  same  time,  that  he  would 
never  coiux*ni  himself  in  anv  scheme  that  did  not  tend 
to  the  disgrace  and  detx'ption  of  all  the  sex.  On 
these  ctmd it  ions  he  espouM."*!  the  inten*st  of  our  hero; 
and  a  plan  was  innnediately  concerte<l,  in  conse- 
(juenix;  of  which  thev  met  bv  atrident  at  her  grace's 
bd)le.  Pickle  having  stai<l  all  the  forejwrt  of  the 
evening,  and  sat  out  all  the  company,  excx'pt  the 
misjinthro|)o  and  a  certain  widow  ladv,  who  was  said 
to  be  in  the  si't  rets  of  my  liuly  duclR»ss,  went  away 
on  pretence  of  an  indis|)iMwd)le  engagement,  that 
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Cmhtrct*  nii^lit  \u\\  v  ft  jm)|H'r  opjHU-tuiiity  uf  iimlvin^ 
him  ihv  Milijivt  t)f  foiiviTNiitioii. 

Acixiniinglv,  he  hml  Marif  ((uittt-ii  the  aj«irtiiuMit, 
wlu-n  this  cviiie,  iitteiwhM^  him  to  ihv  door  witli  a 
look  of  monw  (hMiniii,  "W  i-re  I  iin  ahNohite  priiicv," 
wiid  he,  **aiul  that  fellow  one  of  mv  suhjeet.s,  I  wouM 
onK  r  him  to  be  el()thf<l  in  sm  lveluth,  and  he  should 
drive  my  a'wt's  to  water,  that  his  lofty  spirit  nii^Mit 
be  lowfreti  to  the  level  of  liis  deM-rts.  'Die  pride 
of  a  peiu*oek  is  downright  si*lf-<leMiaI,  \slu  n  coni- 
pannl  with  tlie  vanitv  of  that  eoxconih,  wliirh  ujls 
natumllv  arroj^mt,  hut  is  now  rendcixHl  ftlto<^eth(  r 
intolemhle,  by  tlie  n"j)utation  he  ae(juire<l  at  Hath, 
for  kicking  a  bully,  outwitting  a  rlub  of  raw  sliarp- 
ers  and  divers  other  pranks,  in  tlie  extrutioii  of 
which  he  w»cs  more  hukv  than  wix.*.  Ihit  notlnnix 
has  ct)ntributed  so  mueh  to  the  increiLse  of  his  inso- 
lenee  anil  self-eonceit,  as  the  favour  he  found  anion^ 
the  ladies.  Av,  the  ladies,  nia<lam,  I  care  not  who 
knows  it  —  the  ladies,  who,  to  their  honour  he  it 
spoken,  never  fail  to  patronise  foppery  and  follv, 
provided  thev  solicit  tlieir  encouragement.  And  yet 
this  dog  was  not  on  the  footing  of  those  herinaph- 
roditical  animals,  who  may  be  reckoned  among 
the  number  of  waiting-women,  who  air  your  shifts, 
comb  vour  lap-dogs,  examine  your  noses  with  mag- 
nifying glasses,  in  onler  to  squeeze  out  the  worms, 
clean  vour  teeth-brushes,  sweeten  vour  handker- 
chiefs,  and  soften  waste  paper  for  your  occasions. 
This  fellow  Pickle  was  entertained  for  more  impor- 
tant purposes  ;  his  turn  of  duty  never  came  till  all 
those  lapwings  were  gone  to  roost ;  then  he  scaled 
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windows,  leAjXKl  over  j^anleii  walls,  and  was  let  in  !)v 
Mrs.  Ik'tty  in  the  dark.  Nay,  tlie  nia^strates  of 
Bath  conj|)liniente<l  hini  with  the  freedom  of  the 
roqK)mtion,  nien*lv  Ixt-ause,  throii^li  his  means  the 
waters  had  ^ainiKl  extmonlinary  cretlit ;  for  every 
female  of  a  tolcnihle  apjK'anuife,  that  went  thither 
on  account  of  her  sterility,  got  the  better  of  her 
complaint,  during  liis  residence  at  Ikith.  And  now 
the  fellow  thinks  no  wuman  can  withstand  hit 
addn>xsi>s.  lie  had  not  Ix-cn  here  tlin-c  minutes, 
when  I  could  perci-ive,  with  half  an  eye,  that  he  had 
marke<i  out  your  grace  for  a  mntjucst  —  I  metui  in  an 
honourahle  way;  though  the  niMid  hiu  impudence 
enough  to  attempt  any  tiling.** 

S)  solving,  he  fixcil  his  eyes  ujxin  the  duchess,  who, 
wliile  her  face  glowed  with  indignation,  turning  to 
her  conHdiUit,  e\prevse<l  herself  in  these  wonU : 
*' I*|xjn  mv  life !  I  l)elieve  there  ia  actuidly  some 
tnith  in  what  this  old  nitlian  siivs  ;  I  have  myself 

« 

obserM'<l  that  young  fellow  eyeing  me  with  a  very 
particular  stare."  **  It  is  not  to  Ik*  at  all  wondered 
at,"  said  her  friend,  **  that  a  youth  of  his  tnimplexion 
should  be  sensible  to  the  channs  of  your  grace  !  but 
I  dare  say  he  would  not  pn^ume  to  entertain 
any  Init  the  most  honourahle  and  res|K*ctful  senti- 
ments.*' **  Hi*:H|)ectful  sentiments  !"  cried  my  lady, 
with  a  l(x>k  of  ineffable  dixlain  ;  **if  I  thought  the 
fellow  had  avsumnce  enough  to  think  of  me  in  any 
sha|K%  I  pn)te>t  I  would  f«>rl)id  him  my  house. 
I'pim  my  honour,  such  inntances  of  audacity  should 
in<luce  |KTsons  of  cjualitv  to  kwp  your  snudl  gentry 
at  a  greater  di^tiuice;  for  they  are  very  apt  to  grow 
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iinpudcnti  n(M)n  the  Kast  ctmntiiuiiux*  or  eiirounigc- 

Cm)  wal  lacier,  Mti^fu'<l  with  tliis  (Ict-Innitioii, 
rhiingtxl  tJ»e  Mihjtvt  of  (!iMt)urM*,  nin\  next  <iay  ttmi- 
inuiiu^te<l  hi**  <liMt>viTV  to  liis  frieixl  l*irkle,who  u|M)n 
this  ott-itsitMi  felt  the  most  ntiii^iij^  MMwitious  of  luor- 
tititt!  |)ri<i»s  niu\  n-vjlvetl  to  t|uit  his  |)rt>s|)eit  with  a 
good  ^C'^'**-  ^^^^  exetnitioii  of  thin  self- 

denviii^  M'hrine  co«t  him  one  iiioiiu'iit'M  uiieiLsineH-s ; 
for  hi«  heart  had  never  Imi-ii  inttn^stwi  in  the 
pursuit,  and  his  vajiit  v  trimnphttl  in  the  thoughts  of 
DiAnife>tin^  hin  inditfen«n(X'.  Aet-onhn^lv,  the  very 
next  time  he  visite<l  her  ^^i**  l>ehavij)iir  wilh 

renuurkably  frank,  .^pri^litly,  and  distMif^jifjed ;  and 
tlie  fiuhjert  of  lo\e  Ix  in^  artfully  intn><lii(f<l  hv  the 
wiclow,  who  had  t)een  din*<-te<l  to  nound  his  inclina- 
tions he  rallie*!  tlie  {wL^sion  witli  pn»at  ease  and 
severity,  and  mmle  no  scruple  of  deilaring  himself 
heart-whole. 

'Hiough  the  duchess  hml  resente*!  his  supposed 
affection,  she  was  now  offt-nded  at  his  insensibility, 
and  even  signifie*!  her  disgust,  by  obsening,  tliat 
perhaps  his  attention  to  his  own  (jualifications 
screened  him  from  the  impression  of  all  other 
objects. 

While  he  enjove<i  this  sarcasm,  the  meaning  of 
which  he  could  plainly  disceni,  the  company  was 
joined  by  a  certain  virtuoso,  who  had  gained  free 
access  to  all  the  great  families  of  the  land,  by  his 
notable  talent  of  go-ssiping  and  buffboner}'.  He  was 
now  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  his  age ;  his  birth 
was  so  obscure,  that  he  scarce  knew  his  father's 
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name;  his  itliicatioii  suitnlilc  to  the  di^nitv  of  his 
dfMX'nt ;  his  dianu-ter  |»iihli(  ly  hniiuitil  with  homi- 
cide, profligacy,  aiul  l)reach  of  tmst ;  yet  this  man, 
by  the  happy  inheritance  of  imprepia!)le  effronter>', 
and  a  hicky  prostitution  of  all  principle  in  render- 
ing himsi'lf  Hubnen'ient  to  the  apjK'tites  of  the  great, 
had  attainetl  to  an  inde{)i>ndi  iicy  of  fortune,  as  well 
an  to  Mich  a  [Mirticular  shart*  of  favour  among  the 
(jUidity,  thiit,  although  he  wiis  well  known  to  have 
pim|H-<l  for  three  generations  of  the  iiohilily,  there 
was  not  a  lailv  of  fa-shion  in  the  kingdom  who 
hcniple<l  to  admit  him  to  her  toilette,  or  even  to  be 
Mpiinil  hv  him  in  any  place  of  public  entertainment. 
Not  hut  that  this  mge  was  occmsionally  UM'ful  to 
hin  fellow-creatures,  by  thene  connexions  with  jxtiple 
of  fortimc;  for  he  often  undertot)k  to  .solicit  charity 
in  Ix'half  of  distrev^tl  objects  ^ith  a  view  of  eni- 
benling  one-half  of  the  lx*nefaction.s.  It  w^ls  an 
emuid  of  this  kind  that  now  bniught  him  to  the 
house  of  her  grace. 

After  having  sat  a  few  minutes  he  told  the  com- 
jviny  that  he  would  favour  them  with  a  very  proper 
op|H)rtiniity  to  extend  their  benevolence,  for  the 
H'lief  of  a  |>oor  gi-ntlewoman,  who  was  reduced  to 
the  most  ahjivt  misery,  by  the  death  of  her  hasband, 
and  just  delivi're<i  of  a  couple  of  fine  Ixiys.  'Iliey, 
moreover,  unilerstoo*!  fn>m  his  infonnation,  that  this 
ohjtvt  was  daughter  of  a  gotxl  family,  who  had 
iTnounce<l  her  in  cons*'<juence  of  her  marrying  an 
ensign  without  a  forttme;  an<l  even  ol)structeil  his 
pmmotion  with  all  their  influence  ami  jxiwer;  a  cir- 
cumstance of  barbaritv  which  had  made  such  an 
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imprmion  upon  h'\^  mind,  (lisonienil  his  hruin, 
and  (Iruvt*  him  to  (hr<»|wiir,  in  a  (it  of  whirii  he  \uu\ 
nijulv  Away  witli  hiiiiM-lf,  h>Avin^  his  wife,  thin  hi^ 
with  chiUl,  to  (ill  the  hotron*  of  imligentf  luul  j^rief. 

VArioiiM  Wen*  the  mtirinms  on  thin  pntlu  tic  pict- 
ture,  nhich  tlu*  ohi  miui  tlrt-w  with  i^rLiit  expru?ij»ion. 
M\  lady  duilif^N  etiniludeth  th/it  she  must  Ik'  u 
rrvnturv  void  of  all  fwliii^  and  ivHcftioii,  who  fould 
jiunive  »urh  ap^ivattil  misen',  thcri'fore  did  not 
di-M'nc  to  Ix'  rt'lievwl,  excvpt  in  the  chunicter  of  a 
(n>mmon  be^jpir;  and  wa<  ^»nen)U!*  enou^li  to  otter 
n  reconunctKlation,  by  whieh  she  would  Ix*  mimittetl 
into  an  infimiark',  to  whieh  her  ^ue  was  a  suh- 
sirilxT  ;  at  the  same  time  Hjlvjsiu^  the  viiicitor  to 
send  the  twins  to  the  Fournllin^  Hospital,  wheitj 
they  would  Ix;  earefully  nurMtl  hjhI  brought  up,  so 
AS  to  become  aseful  mend)ers  to  the  conuiionwealtli. 
Another  lady,  with  idl  tlue  deference  to  the  opinion 
of  the  duehesw,  was  frve  enough  to  blame  the  gener- 
osity of  her  grace,  w  hich  uould  only  serve  to  encour- 
age children  in  di^olxnliencx*  to  their  pirents,  and 
might  Ije  the  means  not  only  of  prolonging  the  dis- 
tress of  the  wretchetl  creature,  but  also  of  ruining 
the  constitution  of  some  young  heir,  |KThaps  the 
hoj)c  of  a  great  fannlv;  for  she  did  suppose  that 
madam,  when  her  month  should  Ixj  up,  and  her 
brats  dis|X)>ed  of,  would  sprciid  her  attractions  to 
the  public,  provided  she  could  profit  by  her  person, 
and,  in  the  usual  wav,  make  a  regular  progress  from 
St.  James's  to  Drurv  I^ne.  She  apprehended,  for 
these  reasons,  that  their  compassion  would  Ixi  moxt 
etfectually  shown,  in  leaving  her  to  perish  in  her 
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present  necessity ;  and  tlmt  the  old  gentleman  would 
Ixj  unpanlonahle,  should  he  persist  in  his  endeavours 
to  relieve  her.  A  thin!  nienilKT  of  this  tender- 
heiirted  sotietv,  after  having  asked  if  the  young 
woman  wa-s  handsome,  and  being  answered  in  the 
negative,  allowetl  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
rea.son  in  wliat  ha<l  l)een  said  by  the  honounible 
IR'rson  who  had  s|K)ke  last ;  nevertheless,  she  humbly 
eoiKXMved  her  sentence  would  mlmit  of  some  mitiga- 
tion. '*  Let  the  l>*uit lings,''  said  she,  **  be  sent  to  the 
hoNpittd,  iu*eonling  to  the  advice  of  her  grace,  and  a 
wnudl  collection  Ik*  made  for  the  present  supjwrt  of 
the  mother;  and,  when  her  hetdth  is  recovere<l,  I 
will  take  her  into  my  family,  in  (piality  of  an  up|)cr 
M;r\ant,  or  medium  Ix'tweeii  me  and  my  woman;  for, 
u|Kjn  mv  life !  I  can't  endure  to  chide  or  give 
<lirections  to  a  creature,  who  is,  in  j)oint  of  birth 
and  education,  but  one  degree  above  the  vulgar." 

'Hiis  pro|)os/il  met  with  universtU  aj)prol)ation. 
'Hie  duchi*ss,  to  her  immortal  honour,  Ingan  the 
contribution  with  a  crt)wn ;  so  that  the  rest  of  the 
(H)m{>any  were  »)bliged  to  restrict  tlieir  lilxrality  to 
half  the  sum,  that  her  gnu-e  might  not  be  affmnted. 
And  the  pn)|K)ser,  demanding  the  p(K)r  woman's 
name  and  place  of  alxxle,  the  old  mwliator  cx)uld  not 
help  giving  her  ladyship  a  verbal  direction,  though 
he  was  extrcmelv  mortifieil,  on  more  accounts  tlwui 
one,  to  find  such  an  ivsue  to  his  solicitation. 

Pen  grine,  who,  **  though  humon)Us  as  winter,  had 
a  tear  for  pitv,  and  a  hand  o\yi'i\  tis  dav  for  melting 
chiirity,'' wiLs  slKK-kL"*!  at  the  nature  and  result  of  this 
ungenerous  consultation.    He  contributed  his  lialf- 

[82  J 


S  V  M  1*  A  ri I  V    AM)    li  K  N  KTIC 1 :  \  c  E 


cn)wn,  liowcvfr,  mikK  ntirin^  from  the  companv, 
lM't(M>k  hiiUM'lf  to  thr  l«Ml^in^  of  tlu*  forl*»ni  l»ulv 
in  till'  stniw,  ♦uxt)niin^  to  tijc  dinrtioii  In-  li.id 
hoard.  I'imim  in(|uiry»  lie  uiuli  rstiXMl  that  she  wjls 
thru  vi>ititi  bv  some  cliaritahlf  gentlewoman,  wlio 
luui  M-nt  for  ti  nurse,  anil  waitetl  the  n*turn  of  th«* 
me?vM'nj^'r;  and  lie  sent  up  his  res|xi-t-s,  desirin;^  hi* 
mi^ht  l)e  |K'rmitte<l  to  see  hrr,  on  j)retence  of  having 
bei'ii  intimate  with  her  late  hu^lMind. 

lliou^^h  the  iHKir  woman  had  never  heard  of  his 
name,  she  diil  not  think  |)ro|)er  to  deny  his  retjuest ; 
aiid  he  was  eondueted  to  a  jwiltry  ehamlx?r  in  the 
third  storey,  where  he  found  this  unhappy  widow 
sitting  ujxin  a  truck le-beil,  and  suckling  one  of  her 
infants,  with  the  mo^t  piteous  expression  of  anguish 
in  her  featuix's,  which  were  naturally  regular  and 
sweet,  while  the  other  was  fondle<l  on  the  knee  of  a 
person,  whose  attention  was  so  muih  engrossed  Ijy 
her  little  charge,  that,  for  the  present,  she  could 
mind  nothing  else ;  and  it  was  not  till  after  the  fiist 
comphments  passed  Ix'twixt  the  hapless  mother  and 
our  adventurer,  that   he  perceived   the  stranger's 
countenance,  which  inspired  him  with  the  highest 
esteem  and  admiration.     He  l)eheld  all  the  graces  of 
elegance  and  Ix'autv,  breathing  sentiment  and  lx;nefi- 
cenc-e,  and  softened  into  the  most  enchanting  ten- 
derness of  weeping  sympathy.    \Vhen  he  declared 
the  cause  of  his  visit,  which  was  no  other  than  the 
desire  of  befriending  the  distressed  lady,  to  whom  he 
presented  a  bank-note  for  twenty  pounds,  he  was 
favoured  with  such  a  look  of  complacency  by  this 
amiable  phantom,  who  might   have   been  justly 
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taken  for  an  angel  niinistenng  to  the  necessities  of 
mortals,  that  his  whole  soul  was  trans|K)rted  with 
love  and  veneration.  Nor  was  this  prcjxjssession 
diminishwl  by  the  infonnation  of  the  widow,  who, 
after  having  manifested  her  gratitude  in  a  flood  of 
tears,  told  him,  that  the  unknown  ohjeit  of  his 
esteem  was  a  person  of  honour,  who  liaving  heard  by 
accident  of  her  (leph)rable  situation,  htid  innne<liately 
obeyed  the  dicbites  of  her  humanity,  and  come  in 
pei-son  to  relieve  her  distress  ;  that  she  htid  not  only 
generouslv  supplie<l  her  with  money  for  present  sus- 
tenance, but  also  undei-taken  to  provide  a  nurse  for 
her  babes,  and  even  promisetl  to  favour  her  with  pro- 
tection, should  she  survive  her  pi-esent  melancholy 
situation.  To  these  articles  of  intelligence  she  added, 
that  the  name  of  her  lx?nefactres.s  was  the  celebrated 

Jjidv   ,  to  whose  character  the  youth  was  no 

stranger,  tliough  he  hml  never  seen  her  person 
before.  The  killing  edge  of  her  charms  was  a  little 
blunted  by  the  accidents  of  time  and  fortune ;  but 
no  man  of  taste  and  imagination,  whose  nerves  were 
not  quite  chilled  with  the  frost  of  age,  could,  even 
at  that  time,  look  upon  her  with  impunity.  And 
as  Peregrine  siiw  her  attractions  heightened  by  the 
tender  oflice  in  which  she  was  engaged,  he  was 
snutten  with  her  lx?autv,  and  so  ravished  with  her 
compassion,  that  he  could  not  suppress  his  emotions, 
but  applauded  her  benevolence  with  all  the  warmth 
of  enthusiasm. 

Her  ladyship  i"Oceived  his  compliments  with  great 
politeness  and  affabilitv.  And  the  occasion  on  which 
they  met   being  ccpiallv  interesting  to  both,  an 
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aojuaintnnce  coiinncnccd  iK'twcrii  them,  and  tlu'V 
roiicerted  ine/i.sun*s  for  the  IxMU'lit  of  the  widow 
arul  hiT  two  chihht'ii,  one  of  whom  our  hero  bespoke 
for  liis  own  ginlson  ;  for  Pickle  wils  not  so  obscure  in 
the  lx*au  inoiide,  but  that  his  fame  had  reached  the 
ears  of  this  hu\\\  who,  tlierefore,  did  not  discounige 
liis  advances  towards  her  friendship  and  esteem. 

All  the  particulars  relatini^  to  their  charge  being 
adjustiii,  he  attended  her  ladvship  to  lier  ou  n  liouse  ; 
and,  bv  her  conversiition,  had  the  pleasure  of  finding 
her  undei*standing  suitable  to  her  other  accomplish- 
ments. Nor  had  she  anv  reason  to  think  that  our 
lien/s  (pialitications  had  been  exaggerated  by  com- 
mon rej>ort. 

One  of  their  adopted  children  died  before  it  was 
])aptiz€Hl ;  so  that  their  care  concentred  in  the  other, 
for  whom  thev  stood  sponsors.  I'nderstanding  that 
the  old  am'nt  wjus  Ix'come  troublesome  in  his  visits 
to  the  mother,  to  whom  he  now  began  to  administer 
such  counsel  as  shocked  the  delicacy  of  her  virtue, 
thev  removed  her  into  another  lodging,  where  she 
would  not  be  exposed  to  his  machinations.  In  less 
than  a  month,  our  hero  learned  from  a  nobleman  of 
his  acquaintance,  that  the  hoary  pander  had  actually 
engaged  to  procure  for  him  this  poor  afflicted  gentle- 
woman ;  and,  being  frustrated  in  his  intention,  sub- 
stituted in  her  room  a  nvmph  from  the  purlieus  of 
Covent  Garden,  that  made  his  lordship  smart  severely 
for  the  favours  she  bestowed. 

Meanwhile,  Peregrine  cultivated  his  new  acquaint- 
ance with  all  his  art  and  assiduity,  presuming,  from 
the  circumstances  of  her  reputation  and  fate,  as  well 
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M  Oil  the  hln'iij^h  of  hit  own  iiifrit,  that,  in  time, 
he  »huul(l  Ik*  ahle  to  indul^*  tlmt  |).Lv%iun  which  hiid 
begun  to  glow  within  hi^  breast. 

As  her  Ijulv^hip  had  undergone  a  vast  varietjr  of 
fortune  and  adventure,  which  lie  had  heard  indis- 
tinctly rvlatixL,  with  numlxTleH  erron  and  mis* 
n-pn-M-ntatioiLs  he  was  no  sooner  entitled,  by  the 
faniiharity  of  communication,  to  a^k  »uch  a  favour, 
tluin  he  eamestl?  entreated  her  to  entertain  him 
with  the  |iarticulan  of  her  utory;  and,  bv  dint  of 
iin|>ortunity,  she  was  at  length  prcviiiU^il  u|>on,  in  a 
iielect  party,  to  gratify  his  curiosity,  by  the  account 
given  in  the  following  cliapter. 

**  To   1^»KD  — 

"  My  Loan,  —  Ttie  turn  which  your  lonUhtp  gare  to 
the  ronvrrvation  of  last  ni^ht,  having  laid  mc  under  the 
nrcrsAtty  of  %'indicating  the  itrp  I  luivc  lately  taken  in 
puhlishing  Mcniuifs  of  my  Lifr,  I  think  I  have  a  rif^ht 
t4»  demand  joar  opinion  of  the  motives  which  1  then 
(  t plained  ;  and  ihu  I  a&k  hy  way  of  ap)M-al  to  your 
jiiilgment,  fmm  the  <i'  ririmrnta  of  thoM*  who  might 
|>rrhA|>s  think  my  in<:  rnts  were  weak  or  friTolou. 
l  or  though  no  person  in  the  company  attempted  to 
tnrahtUtr  the  arguflsents  I  advjuicrd,  I  couM  perceive 
tliat  one  grntlrman  was  not  alto^rtiier  convinced  of  thr 
rectitude  of  that  measure.  You  may  rerocmlter,  he 
dn>p|>ed  several  divMrtiting  hints,  couched  in  the  modest 
t-xprrvnions  of.  M'l/A  tuhwiiuton  to  Jfomr  Uui^tktpt  btUer 
)uii^mrni  —  //«/,  to  ht  nrr,  jjfom  mould  mot  hmtt  laktm  mck 
a  slrp  $niAomi  Jirsi  mrigkiMg  tkt  eomseiptemcet  —  Your  pror- 
ocaUoms  iprrr  ctriaimljf  rery  grtmi^  mitkomgk  Ike  tn>rid  is 
mpi  to  put  the  trurst  comstnieiioms  wpon  tvrrytkimg  — >  aiui 
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other  fturh  |>ru(lrntuil  inntnuAtioriH  tliAt  nrr  oftni  more 
clbrcmcrrttiiK  th«ii  thr  dispUyrti  (ihjrrtions  of «  drclArtxl 
antaKonlst ;  tircauM*  thry  •rriii  to  iiii|)ort  soincttiin^  uf 
grrat  weight,  which  prr««tii«i  rfs|»«Tt  nulr/ivouni  t«i 
tupprrflB.  Thrsc  M*ntrnt)«>u9  fm^nu-nts  iniule  Huch 
im|trrttion  u|>«in  my  >•  •  1  th«t  I  Unw  Xn-vn  all  iii^ht 
Khik  ta»kii)^  my  rr«  in,  in  onicr  to  iliMMivcr  tlu* 

wrak  akir  of  my  d  •  ;  hut,  as  out*  alwayi  sees 
throQi^  tiir  mist  of  |Mrtiality  in  onr's  own  coiucnis,  I 
nuut  have  rrcourvr  to  your  discrmnient,  and  soriouslv 
Indil  apoo  knowing  how  far  you  approve  the  justifica- 
tion of. 

"  My  Lord,  jour  lordahip  s  inost  uhcdicnt  servant." 

Answer. 

"  M  KDKU,  —  I  cannot  help  observing,  that  the  serious 
manner  in  which  you  msk  my  opinion  of  the  motives, 
which  induced  you  to  puhli«>h  your  Memoirs,  is  exactly 
of  a  |Mcce  w  ith  the  conduct  of  those  who  consult  their 
fnends,  for  approlMtion  rather  than  advice,  and,  by  a 
disappointment  in  their  ex|>ectations  of  applause,  are 
nxire  than  ever  wctldetl  to  their  own  inventions.  How 
wottkl  your  latlyship  l<^>k,  should  I  now,  in  consequence 
of  your  demand,  a«i<iume  the  air  of  a  severe  moraliser, 
and  tell  you,  that  the  step  you  have  taken  was  altogether 
precipitate  and  inexcusable ;  that  you  have  unneces- 
sarily avowed  your  own  indiscretion,  incurred  the  resent- 
ment of  individuals,  and  attracted  the  reproaches  of  a 
censorious  world  ;  and  that,  over  and  alxjve  these  dis- 
advantages, you  have  subjected  yourself  for  ever  to  a 
life  of  domestic  disquiet  by  incensing  the  tyrant  of 
w  hom  you  complain,  bryond  a  possibility  of  forgiveness 
or  reconciliation  r  Would  not  all  the  resentment  of  a 
disappointed  author  take  possession  of  your  ladyship ; 
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overcast  that  cht-crfulncss  of  countenance  with  a  sullen 
frown,  and  lighten  from  those  fair  eyes  in  gleams  of 
disphvLsure  ?  No,  you  would  be  more  surprised  than 
offended  at  my  ohser\'ations.  You  would  believe  you 
had  been  all  along  deceived  in  your  opinion  of  my  deli- 
cacy and  understanding.  You  would  be  mortified  at 
the  discovery  of  your  own  mistake,  and  lt>ok  u|x)n  me 
with  coni{)assion,  as  one  of  those  tsime,  timid  rationalists, 
who,  being  naturally  phlegmatic  and  fearful,  are  utter 
strangers  to  the  refined  sensations  of  the  human  heart, 
inea)uible  of  doing  justice  to  those  melting  tendernesses 
wliich  they  never  felt,  and  too  irresolute  to  withsbind 
the  torrent  of  ignorant,  malicious,  or  wrong-headed 
clamour,  when  it  affects  a  character  in  which  their 
friendship  ought  to  be  interested.  Your  s(>ntiments,  I 
own,  would  in  that  case  be  just,  excepting  that  I  should 
engage  your  ladyship's  pity,  in  deserv  ing  your  contempt, 
and,  instead  of  Inring  despised  as  a  cold  friend,  be  still 
reganled  by  you  as  a  weak  and  timorous  well-wisher. 
If  your  character  suffered  cruelly  fn>m  misrepresenta- 
tions ;  if  your  foibles  were  magnified  and  multiplied 
with  ali  the  aggravations  of  envy  and  fiction  ;  if  the 
qualities  of  your  heart  were  decried  or  traduced,  and 
even  your  understanding  called  in  question  ;  I  agree 
with  your  ladyship,  that  it  was  not  only  excusable,  but 
highly  necessary,  to  publish  a  detail  of  your  conduct, 
which  would  acquit  you  of  all  or  most  of  those  scandal- 
ous imputations.  This  task  you  have,  in  my  opinion, 
p<Tfonned  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  the  intelligent  and 
unprejudiced  jmrt  of  mankind.  He  must  be  very  defi- 
cient in  candour  and  feeling,  who,  in  reading  your 
Memoirs,  is  not  interested  in  your  favour;  whod»H-s  not 
esjwuse  the  cause  of  beauty,  innocence,  and  love  ;  who 
docs  not  sec  that,  as  you  once  were,  you  would  still  have 
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coiitiiuird  to  Ih',  the  |vittfrii  of  conjugal  faith  and  fi-hc- 
ity,  had  not  tlie  cross  accidfiits  of  fortune  forced  you 
from  the  natural  bias  of  your  disj)ositioM  ;  wlio  does  not 
excuse  the  tt  nderness  which  youth  and  serisiljiHtv,  so 
circumstanced,  could  not  possihly  resist  ;  and  who  does 
not  freely  furtive  the  fault,  when  he  considers  the  par- 
ticulars t»f  the  temptation.  He  nujst  be  void  of  all  taste 
and  reflection,  who  docs  not  admire  your  spirit,  ele- 
gance, and  sense  ;  and  dead  to  all  the  finer  movements 
of  the  S4»ul,  if  he  is  not  agitated,  thrilled,  and  transported 
with  the  pjithetic  circumstances  of  your  story.  Some 
pe(»ple  who  are  y»)ur  ladyship's  friinds,  and  hi;^hly 
entcrtainetl  with  the  performance,  have  wislu  d  you  had 
sjvired  yourself  some  unnecessiirj'  confessions,  which 
they  thought  could  serve  no  end,  but  that  of  affording 
a  handle  to  your  enemies  for  censure  and  defamation. 
I  myself,  I  own,  w;is  of  the  same  opinion,  until  you 
convinced  me,  that,  in  suppressing  one  circumstance 
which  might  be  afterwards  discovered,  your  sincerity 
through  the  whole  piece  would  have  been  called  in 
question.  And  what  have  you  avowed,  that  your  most 
malicious  foes  dare  blame,  except  your  disregard  of  an 
unnatural  contract,  which,  though  authorised  by  the 
laws  of  your  country,  was  imposed  upon  your  necessity, 
youth,  and  inexperience  Nor  was  this  conduct  the 
result  of  vicious  levity  and  intemperance.  You  had 
already  given  undeniable  proofs  of  your  constancy  and 
conjugal  virtue  to  the  first  lord  of  your  affections,  who 
was  the  choice  of  your  love,  and  to  whom  your  heart 
was  unalterably  wedded.  Your  natural  sensibility  had 
been,  by  this  extraordinary  care,  tenderness,  and  atten- 
tion, cherished  and  improved  to  such  a  degree  of  deli- 
cacy, as  could  not  possibly  relish  the  attachment  of  the 
common  run  of  husbands.     No  wonder,  then^  that  you 
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was  uneasy  under  a  second  engagement  so  much  unlike 
the  first ;  that  ever)'  circumstance  of  the  contrast  ap- 
peared to  you  in  the  most  ag^avating  hght,  and  made 
a  suitable  impression  upon  your  imagination ;  and,  that 
you  was  not  insensible  to  those  attractions  which  had 
formerly  captivated  your  heart,  nor  able  to  resist  the 
riattering  insinuations,  incredible  assiduity,  and  surpris- 
ing |MTseverance  of  an  artful  lover.  And  sure  he  could 
not  have  chosen  a  more  favourable  op|x>rtunitv  to  pre- 
fer his  addresses.  ^  our  |Nissions  were  unusually  inten- 
dered  by  grief;  you  was  dissatisfied  with  your  domestic 
situation;  you  was  solitary  for  want  of  that  intimate 
connexion  in  which  you  had  In'cn  so  happy  before  ;  and 
your  breast  glowed  with  the  most  jwithetic  susceptibility, 
while  you  was  yet  a  stranger  to  the  insidious  wiles  of 
man.  In  such  distress  the  mind  longs  for  sympathy 
and  consolation  ;  it  seeks  to  repose  itself  upon  the 
tender  friendship  of  some  kind  fMirtner,  that  will  share 
and  alleviate  its  sorrows.  Such  a  comforter  ap|>eared 
in  the  accomplished  youth;  your  judgment  was  pleased 
with  his  qualifications ;  his  demeanour  acquired  your 
esteem;  your  friendship  was  engaged  by  his  sincerity ; 
and  your  affection  was  insensibly  sulxlued.  In  short, 
every  thing  conspired  to  promote  his  suit,  and  my  won- 
der is  not  that  he  succeeded,  but  that  you  held  out  so 
long.  Your  sentiments  with  regard  to  those  who  have 
inveighed  against  your  perfonnance,  are  altogether 
confonnable  to  that  good  sense  and  lH'n<*volent  disjx)- 
sition  which  1  have  always  admired  and  esteemed.  As 
for  writers  who  have  exercised  their  jx-ns  in  abusing 
your  ladyship,  they  are  either  objects  of  mirth  or  com- 
{lassion.  They,  poor  harmless  creatures,  in  their  hearts, 
wish  vou  no  evil.    Their  business  is  to  eat  honestly,  if 

they  can,  but  at  any  rate  to  eat.    I  am  fully  |)cr- 
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suaded.  that,  for  a  very  small  sum,  you  ini«^lit  en^a«;e 
the  wholf  tril>e  to  nfutt*  thrirt»\Mi  rf\  iliiii^s,  and  luliow 
with  all  thfir  mi^ht  in  your  praise.  It  would  really  be 
U!K"harital»le,  as  well  as  absurd,  to  express  the  least 
reseiitim-nt  against  such  fet  ble  antajj;oiiists  who  are 
litenilly  the  beings  of  a  summer  day.  They  are  the 
nuisy  insects  which  the  sun  of  merit  never  fails  to  pro- 
duce ;  the  shadows  that  continually  accompany  success  ; 
aiid  indeed  a  man  mi^ht  as  wt  ll  fl^lit  with  his  own 
shadow,  as  attempt  to  chastise  such  unsubstantial  phan- 
toms. Hut  of  all  the  emotions  of  your  heart,  that  which 
I  am  at  present  tempted  chicHy  to  applaud,  is  the 
sorrow  you  ex|)ress  fi>r  having  been  ol)li<rfd,  in  your 
own  justification,  to  vilify  and  ex|K)se  the  man  to  wiiom 
your  fate  is  inse|>;irably  connected ;  and  the  laudable 
resolution  you  have  taken  to  live  amicably  with  him  for 
the  future,  provided  he  shall  persist  in  that  conduct 
which  he  hath  o(  late  chosen  to  maintain.  On  the 
whole,  tht)ujj;h  vou  may  have  inflamed  the  virulence  of 
envy  and  malice,  roused  the  resentment  of  some  whose 
folly  and  ingratitude  you  had  occasion  to  display,  and 
incurred  the  censure  of  those  who  think  it  their  duty 
to  exclaim  against  the  least  infringement  of  the  nuptial 
tie,  howsoever  unequally  imjx)sed;  your  Memoirs  will 
always  be  perused  with  pleasure  by  all  readers  of  taste 
and  discernment,  and  your  fame,  as  a  beauty  and  author, 
l«)ng  survive  the  ill  offices  of  prejudice  and  personal 
animosity.  And  now  that  I  have  performed  the  task 
enjoined,  give  me  leave  to  add,  that  I  have  the  honour 
to  be, 

"  Madam,  your  most  devoted  humble  servant." 
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THE  MEMOIRS  OF  A  LADY  OP  QUAUTY. 

BY  till'  cimimstancfs  uf  the  ston*  which  I  am 
goin^  to  rt'lftU',  you  will  Ik*  t*onviiif«l  of 
my  cniuiour,  while  you  are  infonne<l  of  mv 
iiHlist-retion.  You  will  U'  eiwihleil,  I  hojK.', 
to  jHTivive,  that,  howsoever  my  hea<l  may  have  envci, 
my  heart  hath  always  Ixt-n  unnirrupte*!,  and  that 
I  have  \xxi\  unhappy,  Ucatue  I  Unrd^  and  was  a 
Uijman. 

I  l)clicve  i  nifii  not  ol>>4'rve,  that  I  was  the  onlv 
child  (»f  a  man  of  poo<l  fortune,  who  indulp.<<l  me  in 
my  infancy  with  all  the  tendemevi  of  {mtenial  affec- 
tion ;  and,  when  I  was  six  xears  old,  sent  me  to  a 
private  school,  where  I  stayetl  till  mv  a^*  was 
doubled,  ami  Ix't-ame  such  a  favourite,  that  I  wiw, 
e\en  in  those  early  davs  carriwl  to  idl  tlie  places  of 
public  diversion,  the  court  itself  not  exii'[)te<l,  an 
indulp'nce  that  flatten-d  my  love  of  plea-sure,  to 
wliich  I  wiLs  natu mil  V  add icte<l,  and  encouraged  those 
idcius  of  vanitv  and  anihition  which  **pring  up  «o  early 
in  the  human  mind. 

I  was  livelv  and  ^(xxl-naturetL  mv  imai^ination  apt 
to  nni  riot,  mv  heart  lilx'nil  and  disinten.*ste<l, 
though  I   was       obstinatelv  att^iched  to  my  own 
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opiiiiotiH,  tlwit  I  toiiM  not  wt'll  hr<K)k  coiitradii  t  ion  ; 
luul,  in  the  wiitile  of  my  <lis|>osition,  it'M'inl)U'<l  tluit 
of  Ili'iirv  the  Fifth,  its  tiestTilK'tl  hv  ShHks|)C'Hn'. 

In  iiiv  thirtci'iith  veor  I  went  to  Hatli,  whirt*  I 
WM  firht  intn^liux-d  into  the  world  as  a  woinaii, 
hn^ing  been  ciititle<l  to  tluit  privilege  hy  niv  iH-rsoii, 
which  wa»  remnrkHhly  tidl  for  my  vears  ;  and  there 
my  fiUKV  was  tjiiite  eiiptivuted  hv  the  variety  of 
ih versions  in  which  I  was  contimially  enj^a^e<l.  Not 
tiiat  the  jMirtieji  were  alto;^lher  new  to  me,  hut 
bccmufic  I  now  found  myself  con>idi  tlhI  a.s  a  person 
of  eonieqviciioe,  and  sun-oundec]  hy  a  crowd  of 
admirers,  who  courtetl  my  actpiaintancv,  and  fed  my 
vanity  with  pniise  and  adulation.  In  sliort,  whether 
or  not  I  dc»cr\ed  their  encomiums,  I  leave  the  world 
to  judge ;  but  mv  person  was  commended,  and  my 
talent  in  dancing  met  with  universal  applause.  No 
wonder,  then,  that  everything  apjwared  joyous  to  a 
young  creature,  who  was  so  void  of  ex|>erience  and 
diNsimulation,  tliat  she  Ixlievetl  everylxxiy's  heart  as 
sincere  as  her  own,  and  every  ohject  such  as  it 
appeared  to  be. 

Among  the  swains  who  sighed,  or  pretended  to 
sigh  for  me,  were  two  that  bore  a  pretty  equal 
share  of  mv  favour  (it  was  too  superficial  to  deserve 
the  name  of  love).  One  of  these  was  a  forward  youth 
of  sixteen,  extremelv  handsome,  lively,  and  impudent. 
He  attended  in  quality  of  a  page  upon  the  Princess 
Amelia,  who  spent  that  season  at  Bath.  The  other 
was  a  Scotch  nobleman  turned  of  thirty,  who  was 
graceil  with  a  red  ribbon,  and  danced  particularly 
well,  two  qualifications  of  great  weight  with  a  girl  of 

[93] 


PEREGKINE  TICKLE 


my  age,  whose  hourt  was  not  deeply  intereited  in 
the  cause.  NeviTthi-lcas,  the  page  prfvailitl  over 
Uii.H  foniiidnlile  rival ;  though  our  aiiuuir  went  no 
farther  tluui  a  little  flirting,  aiul  ceased  entirely 
when  I  left  tho  pliuv. 

Next  year,  however,  I  revisited  this  agreeable 
scene,  and  passed  my  time  in  the  iianie  circle  of 
anuiMMnentA ;  in  which,  indeed,  each  season  at  Batli 
i.H  exiu'tly  rt'senihletl  hy  tliat  which  succeeds,  allowing 
for  the  difTerenix*  of  coin{Miny,  which  is  continually 
varying,  'llicre  I  met  with  the  same  inci^n^ie,  and 
again  had  my  favourite,  who  was  a  North  liriton,  and 
captain  of  foot,  near  forty  yean  of  age,  and  a  little 
lame,  an  ini|Mtlinient  which  I  did  not  discover,  until 
it  was  pointini  out  by  nonie  of  my  companions,  who 
ndlied  me  \i\Hm  my  choiit*.  He  wa.<i  always  cheerful, 
and  wry  amunms  had  a  good  countenance,  and  an 
exivllt  nt  understand ing,  podM'naccl  a  great  deal  of  art, 
and  would  have  persuaded  me  to  many*  him,  had  I 
not  been  restrained  by  the  authority  of  my  father, 
whose  consent  was  not  to  be  obtxined  in  favour  of 
a  man  of  his  fortune. 

At  tlie  same  time,  many  pro(xisals  of  marriage 
were  made  to  my  iMiri'ntH;  but  as  they  came  fttnn 

mm 

people  whom  I  did  not  like,  I  rejected  Uiem  all, 
U'ing  det4*nnine<l  to  refuse  e%'er>'  man  who  did  not 
make  his  addn-vH's  to  myself  in  per«on,  Ixrcause  I  liad 
no  notiim  of  marrying  for  anytliing  but  lo%'e. 

Among  thcM.'  fonnal  proposers  was  a  Scottish  earl, 
wIh>«%c'  pn-tcnHion.i  *ifre  broke  off  by  some  difference 
aUnit  ^'ttlenienU;  and  the  .son  of  an  English  baron, 
with  whom  my  father  wa.5  in  treaty,  when  he  carried 
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me  to  town,  on  a  viait  to  a  voud^  Imlv,  \«ith  uIioid  I 
)uu!  hwi  intiiimte  fmin  inv  iiifnm  v.  She  \va.s  just 
driivcml  of  hiT  finit  i»on,  for  whom  wc  stcKxl  h|M)ii- 
■ora;  to  thnt  thi*  oitnuiion  (lt'tniiu'<I  us  a  wliolc 
month,  during  wliiih  I  wi-nt  to  a  bull  iit  court,  on 
tin*  ^KtM»'!»  hirthtiiiv,  and  tlure,  for  the  fjrst  tiinc, 
flit  uliat  lovi"  and  Ix'/iutv  ^vrx'. 

'Mw  jkecomi  mux  of  Duke  II  ,  who  liad  just 

rrtunM^I  from  hi*  travels  wiui  danrini^  \wth  the 
IVino-?«  Koval,  when  a  young  ladv  came  and  desired 
me  to  pi  and  tee  a  stranger,  u}u>m  all  the  world 
admiri'd.  I'pon  wliich  I  followc<l  her  into  the 
rirrle,  and  oI><er%'ed  this  ohject  of  admiration.  He 
was  dfuid  in  a  coat  of  white  cloth,  faced  with  blue 
latin,  cmbn)iilered  with  silver,  of  the  sanie  pie<-e  with 
his  waistcoat ;  hit  fine  hair  hung  down  his  back  in 
ringlets  below  his  waist  ;  his  liat  wtus  l/u-ed  with 
silver,  and  ganiis)ieil  witli  a  white  feather;  but 
hi-*  pewon  Ix^ggared  all  description.  He  was  bill 
and  graceful,  neither  coqnjlent  nor  meagre,  his  limbs 
finely  pn>jx>rtioneil,  his  countenance  oj>en  and  majes- 
tic, his  eyes  full  of  sweetness  and  vivacitv,  his  teeth 
regular,  and  his  p<iuting  lips  of  the  complexion  of 
the  ditmask  rose.  In  short,  he  was  fonned  for  love, 
and  inspired  it  wherever  he  appeared  ;  nor  was  he  a 
niggard  of  his  talents,  but  liberally  returned  it  —  at 
least,  what  pa»ed  for  such.  For  he  had  a  flow  of 
gallant r\*,  for  which  many  ladies  of  this  land  can 
vouch  from  their  own  experience.  But  he  exclaimed 
against  marriage,  because  he  had,  as  yet,  met  with  no 
woman  to  w  hose  charms  he  would  surrender  his  lib- 
erty, though  a  princess  of  France,  and  lady  of  the 
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Mune  rank  in  ,  were  said  to  be,  at  that  titnc, 

t'nAiiioun*(l  of  his  |)enon. 

I  went  home,  totally  engrossed  by  his  ideft,  flatter- 
ing mvM-lf  that  he  had  obwnred  me  with  some  atten- 
tion ;  for  I  was  young  and  new,  and  had  the  good 
fortune  to  attract  the  notice  and  approbation  of  the 
(^uti'n  herM-lf. 

Next  d/iy,  lM>ing  at  the  opera,  I  was  agreeably  sur- 
pHned  with  the  ap|x*arance  of  thi!«  amiable  stranger, 
who  no  vM>niT  saw  me  enter,  than  he  approached  ao 
near  to  the  place  where  I  nat,  that  I  overlieard  what 
be  said  to  bin  companions  ;  and  was  so  happy  as  to 
find  mvs4>If  tiie  object  of  hii  diMXiurw,  which  alMmnded 
with  rnpturouH  i  Tprfsimii  of  love  and  aiimiraticm. 

I  could  not  listen  to  these  tnin>)M)rtH  without 
(^motion ;  my  colour  diangi'd,  my  heart  tlirobbed 
with  unusual  violentx^,  and  my  eyes  betrayed  my 
inclination  in  sundry'  favourable  glances,  which  he 
seemed  to  inteq)ret  aright,  though  he  could  not 
then  avail  himself  of  his  suoceM,  so  far  as  to  com- 
municnte  his  sentiments  by  speech,  because  we  were 
ttrangen  to  each  other. 

I  pai»eH  that  night  in  the  moat  anxious  fOfpense, 
and  several  days  eln|>M.nl  Ix'fore  I  saw  him  again. 
At  length,  however,  l>eing  at  c<mrt  on  a  Imll-night, 
and  determinwl  against  dancing,  I  jHTrvivi*d  him 
among  the  cniwd,  and,  to  my  unii|K>akable  joy,  saw 

him  ailvajice,  with  my  I^)nl  P  ,  who  introduced 

him  to  my  acn|UAintaniv.  He  soon  found  means  to 
alter  my  rr^Milution,  and  I  i^)ndewended  to  \ic  his 
partner  all  the  evening;  during  which  he  declared 
hi.H  |)a.vsiun  in  the  mo>t  tender  and  pernuasive  tenm 
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tliat  rwU  K»\c  ctniUi  (iirtnto,  or  fruitful  iiiwiginatioii 
invffiL 

I  U'lieYed  his  protcntjitions  iKcauflC  I  wisluxl  thuin 
tniSi  luifi  wim  nil  uiii'X{MTii>iHx*tl  ^rl  uf  (itlcvu.  I 
compliitl  with  his  fanit-^t  nn|Ufj»t  of  lR*iii^  jK-nuittitl 
to  vUit  iiK\  aiui  I'vi'ii  iiivitifi  him  to  brtiikfttst  next 
inoniiii^ ;  no  tlint  vou  nwiv  iiiiiipne,  (I  K|K>iik  to 
tiioae  tiuit  fivl,)  I  (lid  not,  that  iii^ht,  onjov  inucli 
rrpoae.  Suth  %ra.«»  the  hun  v  ami  Mutter  of  iiiv  Npirits, 
thnt  I  ro»c  at  f^'ix  to  rtxi  ivt*  him  at  ten.  I  (lix-sstd 
uiw*lf  in  A  iH*w  pink  satin  p)un,  and  mv  \K^i  hui-d 
night -i'lothi-s  and  was  to  animate<l  hv  the  ocritsion, 
that,  ifevrr  I  dewnred  a  compliment  u|K)n  my  looks, 
it  was  my  due  at  tliin  meeting. 

'n»e  i^heii-for  moment  came  that  brought  my 
lover  to  my  viev*.  I  was  overwhelnietl  with  joy, 
modesty,  ami  fear  of  I  knew  not  what.  We  .sat 
dt)wn  to  bretikfiLst,  but  did  not  eat.  He  renewed 
hi«  atldresAo  with  irresistible  elocpience,  and  pressed 
me  to  accept  of  his  hand  without  further  hesitation. 
Hut  to  such  a  precipitate  .step  I  objetted,  as  a 
measure  n'|)ugnant  to  decency,  as  well  as  to  that 
duty  which  I  owed  to  my  father,  whom  I  tenderly 
love<l. 

'lliough  I  withstood  this  premature  proposal,  I 
did  not  attempt  to  disguise  the  situation  of  my 
tliought.s  ;  and  thus  commenced  a  tender  correspond- 
ence, which  was  maintained  bv  letters  while  I  remained 
in  the  country,  and  carried  on,  when  I  was  in  town, 
by  private  interviews,  twice  or  thrice  a  week,  at  tlie 
house  of  mv  milliner,  where  such  endearments  passed 
as  refined  and  happy  lovers  know,  and  others  can 
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only  giiess.  Truth  and  inn<HtiK*e  prt'vailed  on  mv 
side,  while  his  heart  wa.s  fraii«;ht  with  sincvritv  and 
love.  Such  fret|uent  interrourse  created  an  intimacy 
which  I  Ix'gan  to  think  dangerous,  and  therefore 
yielded  to  his  repeated  desire  that  we  might  be  united 
for  ever.  Nay,  I  resolved  to  avoid  liim,  until  the 
day  should  be  fixed,  and  ver>*  inntxvntly,  though  not 
very  wisely,  told  him  my  rcas<m  for  this  detennina- 
tion,  which  was  no  other  than  a  consciousness  of  my 
inca[)acity  to  refuse  him  anything  he  should  demaud 
as  A  testimony  of  my  love. 

Ilie  time  was  atx-onlingly  ap{K>inted,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  a  few  days,  during  which  I  intende<l  to  have 
implored  my  father's  consent,  though  I  had  but  faint 
hopes  of  obtaining  it.  But  he  was  by  some  means 
or  other  apprisi'ti  of  our  design,  before  I  could  pre- 
vail u|K>n  myself  to  make  him  ac<|uainte<l  with  our 
puq)ose.  I  hml  dani*e<l  with  my  lover  at  the  ridotto 
on  the  pn^ixMling  evening,  and  there  [)erhaps  our 
eyes  betray etl  us.  Certain  it  is,  several  of  I^ord 
W — m's  relations,  who  disapproved  of  the  match, 
came  up  and  rallie<}  him  on  his  passion ;  Ix)nl 
S— k,  in  particular,  used  this  remarkable  expression. 

Nephew,  as  much  love  as  you  please,  but  no 
matrimony.'' 

Next  day,  the  priest  being  prepannl,  and  the 
bridegrtKim  waiting  for  me  at  the  apjK)int«l  place, 
in  all  the  transports  of  im|)atient  ex|)e<  tAtion,  I  was, 
without  any  previous  waniing,  carrie<l  into  the  coun- 
try by  my  father,  who  t<H)k  no  notice  of  the  intelli- 
gence he  had  receive*!,  but  di-coyetl  me  into  the 
coach  on  pretence  of  taking  the  air;  anfl,  when  we 
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pHH-titlttl  R.S  far  lis  'I'umlmin  Cireen,  j^ave  inc  to 
undi-pitaiKl,  thtit  ho  wouKl  dniv  in  that  phire. 

Thfre  wa*  no  ivnittiv.  I  ujls  ohli^^id  to  Ik'ar  niv 
'I  ^iplKMntnii-nt,  tliou^h  with  an  atliinj;  heart,  and 
t\»llowiti  him  U{>Htair8  into  an  apartna-nt,  where  he 
toKi  nie  he  wa*  minutely  infornuil  of  mv  matrinjonial 
nchenie.  I  did  not  attempt  to  disguise  the  truth, 
\nii  axsureil  him,  while  the  tears  guslied  from  mv 
i'Vi's,  that  my  want  of  eoura^»  alone  had  hindered 
me  fn)ni  making  liini  privy  to  mv  passion  ;  though 
I  ounitl,  I  should  have  marrie<l  l^>nl  \V — m,  even 
though  he  luul  diNiij)pn)ve<l  of  mv  ehoiee.  I  reminded 
him  of  the  uneasy  life  I  li-<l  at  home,  and  frankly 
aeknow Iwlged,  that  1  love*!  mv  lulunrer  too  well  to 
live  w  ithout  him  ;  though,  if  he  would  favour  me  w  ith 
his  consent,  I  would  defer  mv  intention,  and  punct- 
ually ol>sene  any  day  he  would  fix  for  our  nuptials. 
Meanwhile  I  begged  he  would  |)ermit  me  to  send  a 
message  to  l»nl  W — m,  who  was  waiting  in  expec- 
tation of  mv  coming,  and  might,  without  such  notice, 
imagine  I  was  playing  the  jilt.  lie  granted  this 
last  rei|uest ;  in  consei|uence  of  which  I  sent  a  letter 
to  mv  lover,  who,  when  he  received  it,  had  almost 
fainteil  away,  believing  I  should  be  locked  up  in  the 
count n  ,  and  snatched  for  ever  from  his  arms.  Tor- 
tured with  these  apprehensions,  he  changed  clothes 
innnediatelv,  and,  taking  horse,  resolved  to  follow 
me  whithersoever  we  should  go. 

After  dinner,  we  procecnied  as  far  as  Brentford, 
where  we  lav,  intending  to  be  at  my  father's  country 
house  next  night ;  and  my  admirer  putting  up  at  the 
same  inn,  practised  every  expedient  his  invention  could 
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snggest  to  procure  an  inten  icw  ;  but  all  his  cndeav- 
oupi  were  unsucxx'ssful,  lx»cause  I,  who  little  dreamed 
of  his  Ix'iii^  so  near,  had  gone  to  Ix**!  upon  our  first 
arrival,  overwhelmed  with  afflietion  aiid  tears. 

In  the  moniing,  I  threw  myself  at  mv  father's  feet, 
and  eonjurtni  him,  by  all  the  ties  of  jwtemal  affec- 
tion, to  indulge  me  with  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
my  atlmircr  once  more,  lx?fore  I  should  be  conveyed 
fn)m  his  wishes.  Tlie  melancholy  condition  in  which 
I  preferre<l  this  supplication,  melte<l  the  tender  heart 
of  my  parent,  who  yielded  to  my  supplications,  and 
carrie<l  me  back  to  town  for  that  j)uqH)sc. 

Lorrl  \V— m,  who  had  watchwl  our  motions,  and 
arriveil  at  his  own  hxlgings  Ix'fore  we  arrive*!  at  my 
father's  house,  olK-yetl  mv  sunuuons  on  the  instant, 
and  apjxared  before  me  like  an  ang<^l.  Our  facul- 
ties were  for  some  minutes  Kus|x*nde<l  by  a  conflict 
of  grief  and  joy.  At  length  I  rccoveretl  the  use  of 
s|)eech,  ajul  gave  him  to  understand,  that  I  was  come 
to  town  in  onler  to  take  my  leave  of  him,  by  the 
|x»rmission  of  my  father,  whom  I  hml  pmmised  to 
attend  into  the  country  next  day,  Ixfore  he  would 
consent  to  my  return  ;  the  chief  cause  mid  pn*tence 
of  which  was  my  earnest  desire  to  convincx'  him,  that 
I  was  not  to  blame  for  the  disapjK)intment  he  had 
sufTcrcd,  and  that  I  should  sti'  him  again  in  a  month, 
when  the  nuptial  knot  should  be  tied  in  spite  of  all 
opposition. 

My  lover,  who  wns  Ix-tter  actjuaintetl  with  the 
world,  had  well-nigh  mn  distracteil  with  this  infor- 
mation. He  swore  he  would  not  leave  me,  until  I 
should  promise  to  meet  and  marry  him  next  day; 
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or,  if  I  rt't'iiMxl  to  prant  that  n'<|iu'>t,  lu'  would 
iiiiiiiitliatflv  Icaxi'  t)ic  kin^ioin,  to  vshiih  }u>  would 
never  iiiorL'  return  ;  and,  liefore  liis  departuiv,  saeri- 

t\w  Ixjni  II.  It  ,  son  to  the  Duke  of  S.  A  , 

who  ykOA  the  only  person  u|M)n  earth  who  could  have 
iK'tmyetl  us  to  my  father,  iKi-ause  he  alone  was 
tni.steti  w  ith  the  secret  of  our  intende<l  niarria|^',  and 
had  actuidiv  undertaken  to  pive  nie  awav  ;  an  oilice 
which  he  afterwanls  deelinetl.  I>ord  \V — ni  also 
atKnneil,  that  niy  father  deioyed  ine  into  the  country, 
with  ft  view  of  ctH)|)ing  nie  uj),  and  secjuesterinf^  nie 
entirely  from  his  view  and  correspondence. 

In  vain  I  pleade<l  mv  father's  well-known  tender- 
ness, and  a^ed  all  the  arguments  I  could  recollect  to 

divert  him  fn)m  his  reven^*  ujK)n  l>ord  H  .  He 

was  deaf  to  all  my  representations,  and  nothin<^,  I 
found,  would  prevail  U|M)n  him  to  suj)press  his 
resentment,  hut  a  {>ositive  promise  to  comply  with 
his  former  desire.  I  told  him  I  would  ha/iird  every- 
thing to  make  him  happy ;  but  could  not,  with  any 
reganl  to  my  dutv,  take  such  a  step  without  the 
knowKxl^  of  mv  parent  ;  or,  if  I  were  so  inclined,  it 
w  oulil  be  impracticjible  to  elude  his  vigilance  and  sus- 
picion. However,  he  employed  such  pathetic  remon- 
strances, and  retained  such  a  powerful  advocate 
within  mv  own  breast,  that,  before  we  parted,  I 
assured  him  mv  whole  power  should  be  exerted  for 
his  satisfaction  ;  and  he  signified  his  resolution  of 
sitting  up  all  night,  in  expectation  of  seeing  me  at 
his  lodcrings. 

He  had  no  sooner  retired,  than  I  went  into  the 
next  room,  and  desired  mv  father  to  fix  a  day  for  the 

[ioi  ] 


PEHEGHINE  PICKLE 


marriage;  in  which  ca^  I  would  cheerfully  wait 
u|>on  him  into  the  country  ;  wheroas,  should  he 
deny  my  request,  on  pretence  of  staying  for  the  con- 
sent of  my  mother's  relations  which  was  verv  uncertain, 
I  would  seize  the  first  opjwrtunity  of  many  ing  Lord 
W — m,  cost  wliat  it  would.  He  consenti*d  to  the 
match,  but  would  not  a|)(H)int  a  day  for  the  cere- 
mony, which  he  pn)|>oseti  to  defer  until  all  parties 
should  be  a^iil ;  and  such  a  favourable  cHms,  I 
feare<l,  would  never  happen. 

I  tlierefore  resolved  within  mvself  to  gratify  ray 
lovers  ex|)ectatit)n,  by  eloping,  if  possible,  that  very 
night ;  though  the  execution  of  this  plan  was  ex- 
triMuely  diflicidt,  Ix-t-ause  my  father  wils  U|H)n  the 
alann,  and  my  own  maid,  who  was  my  betlfellow, 
altogether  in  his  interest  Notwithstanding  tliese 
considerations,  I  found  means  to  engage  one  of  the 
housenuiids  in  my  liehalf,  who  bl•^|K)ke  a  hackney- 
i*oach,  to  Ix.*  kept  in  waiting  all  night ;  and  to 
1h'<1  I  went  with  my  Abigail,  whom,  as  I  had  not 
closed  an  eye,  I  waked  about  five  in  the  morning, 
and  sent  to  \mvk  up  some  tilings  for  our  intended 
journey. 

While  she  was  thus  employed,  I  got  up,  and 
huddUtl  on  my  dotlien,  standing  U|Hm  my  pillow, 
lest  mv  father,  who  lay  in  the  chamber  below,  should 
hear  me  af(M)t,  and  susiKX't  my  de>ign. 

Having  dressed  myself  with  great  despatch  and 
di>onier,  I  flountxil  downstairs,  stalking  as  heavily 
as  I  (x)uld  tn*a<l,  that  he  might  mistake  me  for  one 
of  the  servants ;  and  my  confederate  o[>ening  the 
door,  I  sallied  out  into  the  street,  though  I  knew  not 
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wiiy  to  turn;  luui,  to  my  un>|H'akHl)lc  inortifi- 
cntioi),  iifithiT  c*<MU'h  nor  chair  apimuiinI. 

Ilnviii^  tmvi'IKtl  on  f(H)t  a  ^(mkI  wav,  in  }i()|)e  of 
finding  a  i't)nvi-iiitMux? ;  niu!  In  in^r  not  only  dis- 
a|)|M»iiiti'<!  in  tluit  particular,  Init  also  IxwildtTt'd  in 
iny  iH-n'j^riimtion,  I  U*pui  to  Ik'  t'Xcti'<lin«^lv  alarmed 
with  the  appn-hcnsion  of  Inin^  nu't  hv  some  |)ei*son 
who  mi^ht  know  me;  Ix'iaiise  in  that  c^tse,  mv 
de>i^n  would  undouht('<llv  Iwive  Ikhii  discovered, 
fn)m  every  cininnstancv  of  mv  ap|)earance  at  that 
tinu*  of  dav  ;  for  I  hml  put  on  the  very  clothes  which 
I  had  pulled  off  overnight,  so  that  mv  dress  was  Jilto- 
gvther  otid  an<l  jKi-uliar.  My  sIkk's  were  very  fine, 
luid  over  a  larj^*  hoop  I  wore  a  pink  satin  quilted 
|)i'ttici>at  tnmnu>d  with  silver,  which  was  partly 
covered  by  a  white  dimity  ni^ht-f^ow ii,  a  full  (juarter 
of  a  yard  too  .short  ;  my  handkerchief  and  apron 
were  hurrie<l  on  without  pinning;  my  night-cap 
could  not  contain  my  liair,  which  hung  alxjut  my 
ears  in  great  disonler;  and  mv  countenance  denoted 
a  n)ixture  of  hojx?  and  fwir,  joy  and  shame. 

In  this  dilennna,  I  made  my  addresses  to  that 
honourable  mendx.T  of  societv,  a  shoeblack,  whom  I 
earnestly  entreated  to  provide  me  with  a  coach  or 
chair,  promising  to  reward  him  liberally  for  his 
trouble  ;  but  he,  having  the  misfortune  to  be  lame, 
was  unable  to  keep  up  with  my  pace  ;  so  that  by  his 
advice  and  direction,  I  went  into  the  first  public- 
house  I  found  open,  where  I  stayed  some  time,  in 
the  utmost  consternation,  among  a  crew  of  wretches 
whom  I  thought  proper  to  bribe  for  their  civility, 
not  without  the  terror  of  being  stripped.  At 
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Icnpth,  however,  my  mejwengcr  returnee!  with  a  chair, 
of  uliich  I  t<H)k  iininetliate  p(>?vNC'v»ion ;  and  fearing 
that,  \i\  this  time,  my  family  would  \yc  alarmed,  and 
Rfnd  dirtftly  to  I^nrd  \V — n\s  lod^n^  I  ordered 
myM>lf  to  be  carried  thither  backwards,  that  so  I 
mi^ht  \wss  umUscovereei. 

'I'his  (ttrata^'in  surceeth'd  acronlinj^  to  mv  wish  ; 
I  ran  u{»stairi,  in  a  state  of  tn*{)idaticm,  to  my  faith- 
ful lover,  who  waited  for  me  with  the  most  impatient 
and  fearful  saviicu'te.  At  sij^ht  of  me  his  eyes 
lightened  with  trans|x)rt ;  he  aiught  me  in  his  arms, 
as  the  richest  pn*?ient  Heaven  could  Ix^stow ;  gave 
me  to  undepitand  that  my  father  hadaln^ady  wnt  to 
his  ItMl^n^  in  ({Uest  of  me ;  then  applauding  my 
love  and  n*^lution  in  the  mmt  rnptuntiu  terms,  he 
ordere<l  a  hackney-coach  to  be  called,  and,  that  we 
might  nm  no  ri^k  of  separation,  attended  me  to 
church,  where  we  were  lawfully  joinctl  in  the  Night  of 
Heaven. 

Hi-*  feam  were  then  all  over,  but  mine  recurred 
with  double  aggravation  ;  I  dreadc<l  the  fight 
of  mv  father,  and  slianxl  all  the  «»rrow  he  8uf- 
fi-n-il  on  account  of  mv  undutiful  In-haviour;  for  I 
lovefl  him  with  mu'\\  piety  of  afftvtion,  that  I  would 
have  endured  every  other  species  of  din  tress,  rather 
than  have  given  liim  the  lea.st  uneasiness;  but  love, 
where  he  reigns  in  full  empire,  is  altogether  irresist- 
ible, .MinnountH  vwry  ditliculty,  and  swallows  up  all 
otlier  considemtionH.  'Huh  was  the  cane  with  me; 
and  now  the  im'MK*able  step  wan  taken,  my  finit 
care  wits  to  avoid  liis  sight.  With  this  view,  I 
beggeil  tlmt  Lord  \V — m  xiould  think  of  i>ome  remote 
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phuv  ill  the  count rv,  to  which  we  iiii«rht  ri'tii-c  for 
tlu*  prvM'iit ;  luul  he  fortliwith  foiuluctctl  lue  to  a 
hou^*  on  Hhu-khrath,  wherx*  ui*  \*(.'iv  vtTV  civilly  iv- 
ivivi«»I  hy  a  lau^hter-loN  in^  daini',  who  .sciMiud  to 
iiii.Htaki*  iiic  for  one  of  lier  tiwn  .si>terho<Kl. 

I  no  MKJiier  iHTivivi**!  her  opinion,  than  I  (lrsiit*<l 
Ixml  W — 111  it)  undet-eive  her;  u|M)n  whiih  she  \siis 
made  Met|uainte«l  with  the  natuiv  of  my  situation, 
aiul  fkhoweti  UH  into  a  prixate  nK)ni,  uhcn'  I  tallid 
fi>r  |>eii  and  |>a|)er,  and  wrote  an  aj)ology  to  iiiv 
fatluT,  for  liavin^  aeted  eontniry  to  his  will  in  so 
iin|H)rtant  a  coneeni. 

'Hu!!  task  bein^  |KTfonnetl,  the  hride^nK)ni  gaye 
iiie  to  understaiul,  tlmt  there  was  a  neces-sitv  for  our 
Ijeinjj  l>edde<i  immediately,  in  onler  to  render  the 
nuuria^  bindinj^,  le>t  my  father  .should  discover 
and  [)art  us  Ix-fore  cxmsumination.  I  pleaded  hard 
for  a  respite  till  the  evening,  objecting  to  the  inde- 
cency of  gt>ing  to  Ixti  before  noon ;  but  he  found 
mean^  to  invalidate  all  my  arguments,  and  to  con- 
vince me  that  it  was  now  mv  duty  to  oIk  v.  Rather 
than  hazanl  the  imputation  of  Ixing  obstinate  and 
refnu'tory  on  the  first  day  of  my  probation,  I  suffered 
myself  to  be  led  into  a  cham})er,  which  was  darkened 
by  my  express  stipulation,  that  my  shame  and  confu- 
sion might  be  the  better  concealed,  and  yielded  to 
the  privilege  of  a  dear  husband,  who  loved  me  to 
adoration. 

About  fiye  oVlock  in  the  afternoon  we  were  called 
to  dinner,  which  we  had  ordered  to  lie  ready  at  four ; 
but  such  a  paltry  care  had  been  forgot  amidst  the 
transports  of  our  mutual  bliss.    We  got  up,  how- 
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ever,  and  when  we  came  downstairs,  I  was  ashamed 
to  see  the  light  of  day,  or  meet  the  eyes  of  my 
beloved  lord.  I  ate  little,  said  less,  was  happv, 
though  overwhelmed  with  confusion,  underwent  a 
thousand  agitations,  some  of  which  were  painful, 
but  bv  far  the  gi^eater  part  belonged  to  rapture  and 
delight ;  we  were  imparadised  in  the  gratification  of 
our  mutual  wishes,  and  felt  all  that  love  can  bestow, 
and  sensibility  enjoy. 

In  the  twilight  we  returned  to  Lord  W — m's 
lodgings  in  town,  where  I  received  a  letter  from  my 
father,  importing  that  he  would  never  see  me  again. 
Hut  there  was  one  circumstance  in  his  manner  of 
writing,  from  which  I  conceived  a  happv  presage  of 
his  future  indulgence.  He  had  Ix'gun  with  his  usual 
appellation  of  Dear  Fanni/y  which,  though  it  was 
ex[)unged  to  make  wav  for  the  word  Madam^  en- 
couniged  me  to  hope  that  his  paternal  fondness  was 
not  vet  extinguished. 

At  sup|K?r  we  were  visited  by  Lord  W — m's 
younger  sister,  who  laughetl  at  us  for  our  incon- 
siderate match,  though  she  owned  she  envied  our 
happiness,  and  offered  me  the  use  of  her  clothes 
until  I  could  retrieve  my  own.  She  was  a  woman 
of  a  great  deal  of  humour,  plain  but  genteel,  civil, 
friendlv,  and  j)erfectly  well  bred.  She  favoured  us 
with  her  company  till  the  night  was  pretty  far  ad- 
vanced, and  did  not  bike  her  leave  till  we  retired  to 
our  apartment. 

As  our  lodgings  were  not  spacious  or  magnificent, 
we  resolved  to  see  little  company ;  but  this  resolu- 
tion was  frustrated  by  the  nmnerous  accjuaintance  of 
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Lonl  \V — m,  who  let  in  half  the  town  ;  so  tliat  I 
nin  the  piuiitlet  for  a  whole  week  among  a  set  of 
wit.s,  who  always  delight  in  teasing  a  young  ereatiire 
of  any  note,  w  hen  she  happens  to  make  such  a  stolen 
match.  Among  those  that  visited  us  upon  this 
(x-casion  was  my  lord's  younger  hrother,  who  was  at 
that  time  in  keeping  with  a  rich  heiress  of  masculine 
memory,  and  took  tliat  opportunity  of  making  a 
parade  with  his  ecpiipage,  which  was  indeed  very 
magnificent,  but  altogether  disregarded  by  us,  whose 
happiness  consisted  in  the  opulence  of  mutual  love. 

This  ceremony  of  receiving  visits  being  performed, 
we  went  to  wait  on  his  mother,  the  Ducliess  of 

H  ,  who,  hearing  I  was  an  heiress,  readily  forgave 

lur  son  for  marrying  without  her  knowledge  and 
consent,  and  favoured  us  with  a  very  cordial  recep- 
tion ;  insomuch,  that  for  several  months,  we  dined 
almost  constantly  at  her  table ;  and  I  must  own,  I 
always  found  her  unaltered  in  her  civility  and  affec- 
tion, contrary  to  her  general  character,  which  was 
haughty  and  capricious.  She  was  undoubtedly  a 
woman  of  great  spirit  and  understanding,  but  sub- 
ject to  an  infirmity  which  very  much  impairs  and 
disguises  every  other  qualification. 

In  about  three  weeks  after  our  marriage,  I  was  so 
happy  as  to  obtain  the  forgiveness  of  my  father,  to 
whose  house  we  repaired,  in  order  to  pay  our  respects 
and  submission.  At  sight  of  me  he  w^ept ;  nor  did 
I  behold  his  tears  unmoved.  My  heart  was  over- 
charged with  tenderness  and  sorrow,  for  having 
offended  such  an  indulgent  parent ;  so  that  I  min- 
gled my  tears  with  his,  while  my  dear  husband, 
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whcMe  soul  was  of  the  M)Aest  ami  ^ntlest  moiilci, 
iiU'lUtI  with  .H^n»|>iithy  at  the  nffiftin^  scene. 

Ik'iii^  thiis  reroncilcd  to  inv  fatlRT,  we  attended 
him  into  the  countrv,  nhen?  we  were  received  bv  mv 

•  •  • 

ninthrr,  who  was  a  aeniihle  gtxxl  wonmn,  though  not 
ihle  to  love,  and  therefore  leas  apt  to  exctme 
n  )iich  she  wan  an  utter  Htranj^r.  'Vhxt 

\«/tH  likeMisi*  the  CMC  with  an  uncle,  from  whom  I 
h  ul  great  exfiectAtioa^  He  waa  a  plain  good- 
natured  man,  ami  treatevl  lu  with  great  courteiy, 
though  hU  notions  in  point  of  love,  were  not  ex- 
actly conformable  to  ourk  Nevertbelcna,  I  wai,  and 
•eemc<]  t«i  lie  so  l^ppy  in  my  choice,  that  my  family 
not  only  Ix'came  fuitisBcrl  with  the  match,  but  ei- 
oeedingly  fond  of  I^inl  W  —  m. 

AAer  a  r^hort  stay  with  them  in  the  oountry,  we 
retuniwl  to  Ixmdon,  in  order  to  be  introduced  at 
ctnirt,  an<l  then  set  out  for  the  north,  on  a  visit  to 

my  brotlurr-in-law  the  Duke  of  H  ,  who  had,  by 

A  letter  to  I^ml  W — m,  invited  us  to  his  habitation. 
My  father  ait^>nlin^ly  etpiippcd  lu  with  homa  and 
money;  for  our  own  fiimnces*  were  extnMuely  alcoder, 
coiLniiiting  only  of  a  siimll  pension,  allowed  hy  hit 
grace,  \i\^m  whom  the  hnitlim  were  entirely  depend- 
ent, the  father  having  dittl  suddenly,  Ix'fore  suitiihle 
pn)vi<iion  could  lie  maile  for  hi*  younger  child n-n. 

When  I  took  my  loa%*e  of  my  n^Utions,  bidding 
mlieu  to  my  patcnml  home,  and  fonn<l  m\*self  launch- 
ing into  a  isorld  of  can*  and  tn>ul>le,  though  the 
Toyage  on  %»hich  I  had  einlmrkixl  was  altogether 
voKintar}*,  and  my  companion  the  fienion  on  whom 
I  il(»iti«<|  to  diotmrtion,  I  coiiM  !i<>t  hrip  feeling 
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MMiic  ineUiK'lioly  MMi.*uiti()iis  >*hii  li,  liowtM  r,  in  a 
little  time,  J^ive  wny  to  ii  tniiii  of  iiioiv  a^rtt  jililt' 
idoUL  I  wa^  vinititl  in  toun  hy  (iliii(»t  all  the 
wonieii  of  fiLshioii,  luaiiy  of  whom,  I  [RTfeived, 
envied  nie  tiie  |)ov«i>!i?«ion  of  a  niaii  wiio  liad  inmie 
>«tnuij^»  h«v(K'  nnioi)^  tlu'ir  hfurts,  and  some  of  tluMii 
know  the  viihie  of  his  favour.  One  in  particular 
'••AvoumI  to  cultivate  mv  frieiulsliij)  with  singular 
Hi  ll  ks  of  repinl  ;  hut  I  thought  projX'r  to  discourage 
ht-r  ativanix-s  by  kifpiiij;  within  the  1)oum(Ls  of  l>are 
civihty  ;  ajjd»  indet**!,  to  none  of  them  was  I  lavish 
of  mv  mmpUivuice ;  for  I  dedicate<I  mv  whole  time 
it>  the  object  of  my  afftvtion,  \*ho  en^rovsc<l  my 
wi.Oies  to  »urh  a  <lt^^ree,  tliat,  althou^li  I  was  never 
jealouH,  becaiwe  I  luui  no  reason  to  Ix?  so,  I  envied 
the  ha[)pincss  of  every  woman  w  hom  he  chanced  at 
aiiv  time  to  hiuid  into  a  coach. 

The  Duclievs  of  ,  who  was  newly  married  to 

the  Earl  of  I'  ,  a  particular  friend  of  I^ord  \V — 's, 

carrieil  me  to  court,  and  presente<l  me  to  the  Queen, 
who  expresse*!  her  approl)iition  of  my  j)erson  in  very 
particidar  tenns,  and,  oliserving  the  satisfaction  that 
appeared  in  mv  countenance,  with  marks  of  admira- 
tion, desired  her  ladies  to  take  notice,  how  little 
happiness  de{x?nde<l  u{X)n  wealth,  since  there  was 
more  jov  in  mv  face  than  in  all  her  court  besides. 

Such  a  declaration  could  not  fail  to  ovenvhelm  me 
with  blushes,  which  her  Majesty  seemed  to  behold 
with  pleasure ;  for  she  frequently  repeated  the 
remark,  and  showed  me  to  all  the  foreigners  of  dis- 
tinction, with  many  gracious  expressions  of  favour. 
She  wished  Lord  W — m  happiness  instead  of  joy, 
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and  was  pleased  to  prt)inisc,  that  she  would  provide 
for  her  pretty  beggars.  Ami  |KK)r  fiioii^h  we  cer- 
tainly were  in  every  article  hut  love.  .\e\  ertlieless, 
we  felt  no  ncccwitieN  hut  passed  the  .sunnner  in  a 
variety  of  plennurai  and  |)arties;  the  j^»ate«t  pirt 
of  which  were  pliuined  hy  Ixird  W — i\\s  sister  and 
another  lady,  who  was  at  that  time  niistn'SH  to  the 
rriine  Minister,  'llie  first  was  a  wit,  but  homely 
in  pcmon  ;  the  other  a  woman  of  great  lx»uty  and 
nuwculine  umleManding ;  and  a  particular  friend- 
ship Nul]Ni.stcd  Ix'tween  them,  though  they  were 
both  loven  of  power  an<l  adminition. 

'llm  latiy,  who  Hat  at  the  helm,  was  extremely 
elqpmt,  aa  well  an  expensive  in  her  di^'erHions,  in 
many  of  which  we  Iwn*  a  ftharr,  partindarly  in  her 
parties  u|)on  the  water,  which  were  contrived  in  all 
the  magnificence  of  taste.  In  the  course*  of  these 
anuisenicnts  a  trifling  cimnnHtaiux*  occurred,  which 
I  shall  n*late  an  an  instance  of  that  jealoun  sensi- 
bility which  charncteriseil  Ixinl  W — m's  disporiition. 
A  large  cn>m)MUiy  of  Imlies  and  gentlemen  having 
agreed  to  dine  at  \  auxhall,  and  sup  at  Marhleliall, 
where  we  pn)|M»4'<l  to  tnindude  the  evening  with  a 
dance,  one  btirge  U'ing  insufficient  to  cx^ntain  the 
whole  com|)any,  we  were  divided  by  lot* ;  in  ctmse- 
jpience  of  which,  my  husliand  and  I  were  parted. 
Tins  separation  was  ecpially  niortifving  to  us  Ixith, 
who,  though  marrie<l,  were  still  lovem ;  and  my 
chagrin    incn»aM«d    when   I  |K'rceivcd    tliat  I  was 

dtN)me<l  to  nit  hy  Sir  W          Y  ,  a  man  of 

pn)ffs,se<l  gallantry  ;  for.  although  I^onl  W — m  had, 
Ix'forc  his  in.»'riage,  made  his  addrevses  to  rvort 
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woman  he  haw,  I  know  vrn*  well  lit*  dul  not  tlr>irc 
til  *  iM  HhtMild  iiinkr  love  to  his  wife. 

i  ij.ii  i  uii^ht  not,  tluTeftire,  ^ve  vnnhni^*,  hv 
tjilkin^  to  ih\%  ^illiuit,  I  cxHivepteii  with  a  Sotch 
iu>))U*niaii,  who,  atxxiniiii^  to  ettnniioii  n')M>rt,  had 
f»»nnerlv  !kij;hei!  ainoii^  my  aiiiiiin'r>.  JK  tht*so 
nic*aii5i,  in  stfkinj^  to  a\»)i<i  one  error,  I  iniwittiii^lv 
plungitl  mVM'lf  into  a  greater,  and  diM>hhp*d  Lord 
W — in  to  niueh,  that  he  et)iihl  not  eoneeal  his  dis- 
pkanure ;  iiav,  m  deejily  was  he  ort'enditi  at  my 
condueL,  tliat,  in  the  evening,  when  the  IniII  lK*^an, 
be  would  rieanx*  dei^i  to  take  me  by  the  hand  in 
the  eour>e  of  dancing,  and  darte<l  siu  h  unkind  hniks, 
AS  pienvti  me  to  the  very  soul.  What  augniente<i 
my  concern,  wjts  my  ignomnee  of  the  tre^jKLs^  I  had 
committi*<l.  I  WJL^  torture<l  with  a  thousiuid  uneasy 
reflections ;  I  began  to  fear  that  I  had  mistaken  his 
temper,  and  givrn  my  heart  to  a  njan  who  was  tired 
of  poosession ;  though  I  n.'solvc'<I  to  lK>ar  w  itliout 
complaining  the  misfortune  I  liad  entailed  Uj)on 
my^'lf. 

I  seizeil  the  first  opportunity  of  speaking  to  hini, 
and  thereby  dij>covL*red  the  cause  of  his  cluigrin  ; 
but,  as  there  was  no  time  for  ex|x>stulation,  the 
misunderstanding  continued  on  his  side,  with  such 
evident  marks  of  uneasiness,  tliat  ever)'  individual 
of  the  companv  made  up  to  me,  and  inquiretl  about 
the  cause  of  his  disorder;  so  that  I  was  fain  to 
amuse  their  concern,  by  saying,  that  he  had  been 
ill  the  dav  before,  and  dancing  did  not  agree  witli 
his  constitution.  So  much  was  he  incensed  by  this 
unhappy  circumstance  of  my  conduct,  which  was 
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void  of  all  intention  to  offrnd  him,  that  he  deter- 
mined to  \yc  revengwl  on  me  for  mv  indiscretion, 
and  at  supper,  chancing  to  sit  between  two  very 
handsome  ladies,  one  of  whom  is  lately  dead,  and 
the  other,  at  present,  my  neij;hl)oiir  in  the  countr}', 
he  affeeted  an  air  of  gaiety,  and  oj)i*nlv  ctKjuettitl 
with  them  Ixith. 

lliis  was  not  the  only  puni.shment  he  infli('ti-<l  on 
his  innocent  wife.  In  the  cx)urse  of  our  entei-taiii- 
ment,  we  engage<l  in  some  simple  diversion,  in  eon- 
8e(|uence  of  which  the  ^'ntlemen  was  onlerwi  to 
salute  the  ladies;  when  lx)nl  W — m,  in  j)erfonning 
this  conjmand,  unkindly  nej^lectwl  me  in  mv  tuni ; 
and  I  hiul  otx-a-sion  for  all  my  dist-ri'tion  and  pride, 
to  contxfd  fmm  the  con)|iany  the  agonies  I  felt  at 
this  mark  of  indiflerence  an<l  disre>|)ect,  HowevtT, 
I  obtaine<l  the  victorv  over  mysi-lf,  and  pretende<l  to 
laugh  at  his  huslwind-like  belmviour,  while  the  ti^ars 
stood  in  my  eyes,  and  my  heart  swelled  even  to 
bursting. 

We  broke  up  alxnit  five,  after  having  s|x»nt  the 
moAt  tciiious  evening  I  hiwl  ever  known  ;  and  this 
ofTendcil  lover  went  to  l)e<l  in  a  state  of  sullen  silence 
luid  disgiiNt.  Whatever  desire  I  hml  to  come  to  an 
explanation,  I  thought  myself  so  much  aggrievecl  by 
his  unreasonable  pnjudice,  that  I  could  not  prevail 
u|K)n  mvM'lf  to  demand  a  confen'n(x\  till  after  his 
first  nap,  when  my  pri<le  giving  way  to  my  tender- 
ness, I  clasiM-il  him  in  mv  anns,  though  he  pretendetl 
to  di«»<*ounigi»  t!u»M'  advances  of  my  love.  I  asked 
how  he  could  \rc  so  unjust  as  to  take  umbrage  at  my 
civility  to  a  man  whom  he  knew  I  had  refused  for 
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hi.H  sake;  I  chid  hitii  for  liis  !)arlMiit)iis  endt'iivours  to 
awake  my  jealousy,  aiul  use<i  such  irresistible  nri^ii- 
nieiit.s  ill  my  own  \ iiuliratioii,  that  \w  wiis  eoinineed 
of  my  iiiiiiKX'iuv,  sealeil  inv  ae(juitt»il  with  a  kind 
enibnice,  and  wv  iiiiituallv  enjoyed  the  sotl  trans- 
|H)rt-s  of  a  fon<l  rnxjiiciliation. 

Never  wjls  |Muvsioi)  more  eti^t  r,  drlieate,  or  uiire- 
•cn'etl,  than  that  which  ^lowfd  within  our  hit  iists. 
Far  fn>ni  l)ein«^  cloyeii  with  the  posscs-sion  of  each 
other,  our  raptures  sccmetl  to  increase  with  the  tcini 
of  «)ur  union.  When  we  were  partetl,  thou«^h  Ijiit 
for  a  few  hours,  hy  the  netvssiirv  avocations  of  life, 
we  were  unhappy  during  that  brief  separation,  and 
met  a^in,  like  lovers  who  knew  no  joy  but  in  one 
another's  presencv.  IIow  many  delicious  evenin<^s 
did  we  sjxMid  togi'ther,  in  our  little  apartujent,  after 
we  ha<i  ordered  the  candles  to  l)e  taken  away,  that 
we  mi«;ht  enjov  the  agrtvable  reflection  of  the  moon 
in  a  fine  sunnner's  evening  !  Such  a  mild  and  solemn 
scene  natunillv  disjK)ses  the  mind  to  peace  and 
lK?nevolence ;  but,  when  improved  with  the  con- 
versation of  the  man  one  loves,  it  fills  the  imagina- 
tion with  ideas  of  ineffable  delight !  For  mv  own 
}xirt,  I  can  siifely  sav,  mv  heart  was  so  wholly 
engrossed  by  my  husband,  that  I  never  took  pleasure 
in  any  diversion  where  he  was  not  personally  con- 
cerned ;  nor  was  I  ever  guilty  of  one  thought 
repugnant  to  my  duty  and  my  love. 

In  the  autumn,  we  set  out  for  the  north,  and  were 
met  on  the  road  bv  the  Duke  and  twenty  gentlemen, 
who  conducted  us  to  H — n,  where  we  lived  in  all 
imaginable  splendour.  His  grace,  at  that  time, 
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nmintainc<l  al)ove  a  huii(lre<l  servants,  with  a  band 
of  music,  whifli  alwiivs  iHTfornuil  at  dinner,  kept 
open  table,  aiui  was  visited  by  a  great  deal  of  com- 
pany. 'Ilie  economy  of  his  house  was  suixrintended 
by  his  eldest  sister,  a  beautiful  young  lady  of  an 
amiable  temjKT,  with  whom  I  soon  contracteci  an 
intimate  friendship.  She  and  the  Duke  used  to 
rally  me  u|M)n  mv  fi)ndness  for  \Am\  W — m,  who 
was  a  sort  of  humourist^  and  apt  to  be  in  a  pet, 
in  which  case  he  would  leave  the  comjMinv  and  go 
to  be<l  by  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening.  On  these 
occasions,  I  always  disjipjx'ared,  giving  up  every 
considrnition  to  that  of  pleasing  my  luisband,  not- 
withstanding the  ridicule  of  his  relations,  who  taxed 
nic  with  having  s()oile<l  him  with  too  much  indul- 
gence. But  how  i*ould  I  express  too  much  tender- 
neas  and  condes^-ension  for  a  man,  who  doateil  U{M)n 
me  to  such  excess,  that,  when  business  oblige<i  him 
to  leave  me,  he  always  snatchc<l  the  first  opj)ortunity 
to  return,  and  often  nxle  through  darkness,  stonns, 
and  tem|x?sts  to  my  anns  ? 

Having  stavcil  alM)ut  seven  months  in  this  place,  I 
found  myself  in  a  fair  way  of  l)eing  a  mother;  and 
that  I  might  Ik?  near  my  own  n'lations  in  such  an 
interesting  situation,  I  and  my  dear  companion  de- 
parte<l  fnim  H — n,  not  without  great  reluctance; 
for  I  was  fond  of  the  Scots  in  general,  who  treated 
nic  with  great  hospitality  and  resjxxt  ;  and  to  this 
day,  they  jwiid  me  the  cH)mplimrnt  of  saying,  I  was 
one  of  the  Ix'st  wives  in  that  country  ;  which  is  so 
justly  celebratetl  for  gtHxl  women. 

Lord  \V — m  having  attendwl  me  to  my  father's 
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liouM\  v*ns  ol)ligt><l  tt)  ivtuni  to  Siotlaml,  to  siipjun  l 
his  ilIti•n•^t  ill  Immii^  clivt***!  iiu  ihImt  of  Parliaim  iit  ; 
HO  l)iat  he  ttK)k  his  leave  of  iiir,  with  n  full  n  solution 
of  Heeiiij^  iiie  (i^uin  In'fore  the  time  of  niv  iNin^-iii; 
luul  nil  the  ixiiiifort  I  enjove<l  in  liis  al)senee,  wjls  the 
j>em>nl  of  his  letters,  whirh  I  punctimllv  meived, 
log\*tlier  with  thoM.*  of  his  sister,  who,  from  time  to 
time,  fjivounti  me  with  itvsuninees  of  his  coiistiiiuy 
aiul  ilevotioii.  Indeetl,  these  testimonials  were  iieees- 
sHTV  to  one  of  my  (lis|K»ition  ;  for  I  vN  jts  none  of 
thifcse  who  could  Ik-  i-oiitentetl  w  ith  half  an  heart.  I 
couhl  not  even  sjMire  one  eomphuvnt  look  to  anv 
other  w-omnn«  hut  ex|Kfte<l  the  undividiil  homage  of 
his  love.  Had  I  Ikiii  di>.'i|)|H)inte<l  in  this  expecbi- 
tion,  I  should,  tliouj;}i  a  wife,  have  relx-lled  or  died. 

Meanwhile  my  |>arents  treated  me  with  ^reat 
tendenies^s,  intending  that  I>)nl  \V — m  should  Ik? 
settled  in  a  house  of  his  own,  and  mcommodated  with 
my  fortune,  and  his  ex|Kt  tations  from  the  Queen 
were  very  sanj^uine,  when  I  was  taken  ill,  and  de- 
liveretl  of  a  ilead  child  —  an  event  which  affected  me 
extremely.  When  I  understood  the  extent  of  my 
misfortune,  my  heart  throblxxl  with  such  violence, 
that  mv  breast  could  scarce  contain  it ;  and  my 
anxiety,  lx»ing  aggravattnl  by  the  absence  of  my  lord, 
produceil  a  dangerous  fever,  of  which  he  was  no 
sooner  apprised  by  letter,  than  he  came  post  from 
Scotland ;  but,  before  his  arrival,  I  was  supposed  to 
l)e  in  a  fair  way. 

During  this  journev,  he  was  tortured  w  ith  all  that 
terrible  saspense  w  hich  prevails  in  the  minds  of  those 
who  are  in  dant^er  of  lo^ini;  that  which  is  most  dear 
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to  theiii ;  and,  >*lu"ii  he  enteml  tlic  house,  was  so 
imich  oven^hc  Imttl  witli  a|)j)rL-hfnsion,  tliat  hr  diir^t 
not  iiKjiiire  about  the  state  of  inv  health. 

As  for  niy  |>art,  I  never  ch»e<l  an  eve  from  the 
time  on  \*hieh  I  exfKfted  his  return;  and,  when  I 
heard  his  voice,  I  thivw  o|M?n  my  curtiun.s,  an(i  sat 
up  in  the  be<l  to  ni-eivc  him,  though  at  the  hazard 
of  my  hfe.  lie  ran  towiinls  me  with  all  the  eager- 
neHH  of  |>avsion,  and  i'la.s))e<l  me  in  his  arms;  he 
kiiei*Ie<l  hv  the  IxtKide,  kivscd  my  hand  a  thousand 
time>,  luul  wept  with  tnui>jx>rt.s  of  tenderness  and 
joy.  In  short,  this  meeting  was  so  {wthetic  as  to 
ovenx)me  mv  enfeehleil  constitution,  and  we  were 
parted  by  those  who  were  wiser  than  ourx-'lves,  and 
saw  that  Uiithing  was  so  proj)er  for  us  as  a  little 
repotte. 

But  how  shall  I  relate  the  deplonihle  transition 
fn>m  envie<l  happini-ss  to  excess  of  misers*  nhich  I 
now  sustainwl  !  My  month  was  hanlly  up,  when 
mv  dear  huslwind  was  tnkm  ill  ;  jx»rha[>s  the  fati^ie 
of  IxmIv,  as  well  ils  mind,  which  he  luul  inidergiine 
on  mv  account,  otx*asionc<l  a  fatal  fenncnt  in  his 
})l()od,  and  his  health  fell  a  s^icrifice  to  his  love. 
rhv.siciiui.H  were  called  from  IxHidon ;  but  alas! 
thev  bn)u^ht  no  hopes  of  his  recovers*.  By  their 
ailvice,  he  was  removed  to  town,  for  tlie  conven- 
ience of  Ihmiij^  punctuallv  attendini.  Ever)'  moment 
wiLs  too  precious  to  l)e  thrown  away  ;  he  was  there- 
fore innnetliatelv  put  into  the  coach,  though  the 
day  was  far  spent ;  and  I,  though  exd-etlingly  weak, 
mx*on)|)iuiie<l  him  in  the  jouniev,  which  was  |)er- 
fonned  by  the  light  of  Hanibeaux,  luid  rendered 
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uiiH|M>iikiii^ly  NhtHkin^  hy  the  (lisinul  npprt-luiision 
uf  K*?>iiig  liiiii  every  iiiunieiit. 

At  li  ii|^th,  liowever,  we  hitimiI  at  our  Itnlt^iii^  in 
Pall  MiiU,  whi-re  I  lay  !)y  him  on  the  tloor,  aiul  <it- 
tendetl  the  iv»ue  of  hi**  (^i^telIl|K•r  in  all  the  ap)nies  of 
horror  mill  (le>{uiir.  In  a  little  time  his  malady  M'ttlid 
U)M)n  his  hrain,  and,  in  hin  tlelirium,  he  utteml  siu  li 
(ln>a(lful  exelamations,  jls  wen*  Mitfii  ient  to  pieree  the 
mi^^t  siivime  heart.  \N  Iwit  eU'et  t  then  must  they  Imve 
hail  on  mine,  whieh  was  fraught  w  ith  every  sentiment 
uf  the  uiot>t  melting  aflVvtion  !  It  was  not  aeominon 
grief  that  took  |x>ssejision  of  my  soul  ;  I  felt  all  the 
Aggmvation  of  the  most  iu*ute  (listres.s.  I  sometimes 
ran  ilown  tt»  the  street  in  a  tit  of  distraetion  :  I  sent  for 
the  doctoni  every  minute  :  I  wearie<l  Heaven  with  mv 
pniyers.  Even  now  my  heart  aehes  at  the  remem- 
hnuiee  of  what  I  suffereil,  and  I  cannot,  without 
trendiling,  |)nK*ee<l  with  the  woful  story. 

After  having  lain  insensihle  st>me  days,  he  recov- 
entl  the  use  t»f  s|)eech,  and  called  upon  my  name, 
which  he  had  a  thous.-ind  times  n.'j)eated  while  he  was 
bereft  of  reason.  All  hojx,*s  of  his  life  were  now  re- 
linijuished,  and  I  was  letl  to  his  bedside  to  receive 
his  last  adieu,  being  directed  to  summon  all  my 
fortitude,  and  suppress  mv  sorrow,  that  he  might 
not  be  disturbed  by  mv  agitation.  I  collected  all 
my  resolution  to  support  me  in  this  affecting  scene. 
I  saw  my  dear  lord  in  extremity.  The  beauties  of 
his  youth  were  all  decayed;  yet  his  eyes,  though 
languid,  retained  unspeakable  sweetness  and  ex- 
pression. He  felt  his  end  approaching,  put  forth 
his  hand,  and,  with  a  look  full  of  complacency 
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and  benevolence,  utteix'd  such  a  tender  tale  — 
Good  Heaven  !  how  had  I  deserved  such  accumu- 
lated affliction  !  —  the  bare  remembrance  of  which 
now  melts  me  into  tears.  Human  nature  could  not 
undergo  mv  situation  without  suffering  an  ecstasy  of 
grief!  I  clasped  him  in  my  arms,  and  kissed  him 
a  thousiind  times,  with  the  most  violent  emotions  of 
woe ;  but  I  was  torn  from  his  embrace,  and  in  a 
little  time  he  was  ravished  for  ever  from  mv  view. 

On  that  fatal  morning,  which  put  a  period  to  his 

life,  I  sfiw  the  Duchess  of  L          approach  my  bed, 

and,  from  her  appearance,  concluded  that  he  was  no 
more ;  yet  I  Ixgged  she  would  not  ccmfirm  the  un- 
liappv  presage  bv  announcing  his  death  ;  and  she 
accordinglv  preserved  the  most  emphatic  silence.  I 
got  up,  and  trod  softly  over  his  head,  as  if  I  had 
Ikh-'u  afraid  of  interrupting  his  repose.  Alas!  he 
was  no  longer  sensible  of  such  disturbiuice.  I  was 
seized  with  a  stupefaction  of  sorrow  :  I  threw  up 
the  window,  and,  looking  around,  thought  the  sun 
shone  with  the  most  dismal  iusjx'ct ;  e\erything  was 
solitarv,  cheerless,  and  replete  with  horror. 

In  this  condition  I  was,  by  the  direction  of  my 
friend,  convevtxl  to  her  house,  where  my  faculties 
were  so  overpowered  by  the  Kwid  of  anguish  which 
oppressed  me,  tliat  I  know  not  what  passed  during 
the  first  days  of  my  unhappy  widowhood  ;  this  only 
I  know,  the  kind  duchess  treated  me  with  all  imagi- 
nable care  and  compassion,  and  carried  me  to  her 
coinitry  house,  where  I  stayed  some  months ;  during 
which,  she  endeavouml  to  comfort  me  with  all  the 
an)usements  she  could  invent,  and  laid  me  imder 
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siicli  (>1)1  illations  as  shall  never  be  erased  from  niv  re- 
iiiembranee.  Vet,  notwithstanding  all  her  care  and 
eoneern,  I  was,  by  my  excess  of  grief,  j)lunged  into  a 
languishing  distem})er,  for  whicli  my  physicians  ad- 
\  iscil  me  to  drink  the  Hath  waters. 

In  compliance  with  this  j)rescription,  I  went  thither 
towards  the  end  of  sunnner,  and  found  some  benefit 
bv  adherinj;  to  their  directions.  Thouirh  I  seldom 
went  abroad,  except  when  I  visited  my  sister-in-law, 
who  was  there  with  the  Princess  ;  and,  upon  these 
occasions,  I  never  failed  to  attract  the  notice  of  the 
company,  who  were  stmck  with  the  appearance  of 
such  a  young  creature  in  weeds.  Nor  was  I  free  from 
the  pci-secution  of  professed  admirers ;  but,  being 
dead  to  all  joy,  I  was  deaf  to  the  voice  of  adulation. 

About  Christmas  I  repaired  to  my  father"*s  house, 
wliere  my  sorrows  were  revived  by  every  object  that 
recalled  the  idea  of  my  dear  lamented  lord.  But 
these  melancholy  reflections  I  was  obliged  to  bear, 
because  I  had  no  other  home  or  habitation,  being 
left  an  unprovided  widow,  altogether  dependent  on 
the  affection  of  mv  own  family. 

During  this  winter,  divers  overtures  were  made  to 
my  father,  by  people  who  demanded  me  in  marriage  ; 
but  my  heart  was  not  yet  sufficiently  weaned  from 
my  former  passion  to  admit  the  thoughts  of  another 
master.  Among  those  that  presented  their  pro- 
posals was  a  certain  young  nobleman,  who,  upon  the 
first  news  of  Lord  W — m's  death,  came  post  from 
Paris,  in  order  to  declare  his  passion.  He  made  his 
first  appearance  in  a  hired  chariot  and  six,  accom- 
panied by  a  big  fat  fellow,  whom  (as  I  afterwards 
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learned)  he  had  enf:;a<^etl  to  sound  his  praises,  with  a 
promise  of  a  thousand  pounds,  in  heu  of  which  he 
paid  him  with  fort  v.  AVhether  it  was  with  a  view 
of  screening  himself  from  the  cold,  or  of  making  a 
comfortable  medium  in  case  of  being  overturned,  and 
falHng  under  his  weighty  companion,  I  know  not ; 
but,  certain  it  is,  the  carrijige  was  stuffed  with  hav, 
in  such  a  manner,  that,  when  he  arrived,  tlie  senants 
were  at  some  pains  in  nnnmaging  and  removing  it, 
Ix'fore  they  could  come  at  their  master,  or  help  him 
to  alight.  When  he  wfis  lifted  out  of  the  chariot, 
he  exhibited  a  very  ludicrous  figure  to  the  view. 
He  was  a  thin,  meagre,  shivering  creature,  of  a  low 
stature,  with  little  black  eyes,  a  long  nose,  sallow 
complexion,  and  pitted  with  the  smallpox  ;  dmssed 
in  a  coat  of  light  brown  frieze,  lined  with  pink- 
coloured  shag,  a  njonstrous  solitaire  and  bag,  and 
(if  I  iTinemlRT  right)  a  pair  of  huge  jackl)oots.  In 
a  word,  his  whole  appearance  was  so  little  calcu- 
lated for  inspiring  love,  that  I  had  (on  the  strength 
of  seeing  him  once  Ix'fore  at  Oxford)  set  him  down 
as  the  last  man  on  earth  whom  I  would  choose  to 
wed  ;  and  I  >nll  venture  to  affirm,  that  he  was  in 
every  particular  the  reverse  of  my  late  husband. 

As  my  father  was  not  at  home,  he  staved  but  one 
evening,  and  left  his  errand  with  my  mother,  to 
whom  he  was  as  disiigreeable  as  to  myself ;  so  that 
his  proposal  was  absolutely  rejected,  and  I  heard  no 
more  of  him  during  the  space  of  three  whole  months, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  I  went  to  town,  where 
this  mortifying  figure  presented  itself  again,  and 
renewed  his  suit,  offering  such  advantiigeous  terms 
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of  si'ttleinent,  thnt  iiiv  fatluT  l)e^an  to  relish  the 
match,  Hiui  uannlv  rei'oiuinciHli'd  it  to  iiiv  consid- 
eration. 

Lt)nl  W — nj's  ix'hitions  advised  me  to  embrace  the 
opportiinitv  of  makin«;  mvsi  lf  independent.  All  my 
aci|iiaint:.anci»  plied  me  with  ar«;uments  to  the  same 
purpose.  I  was  uneasy  at  home,  and  indiH'ei*ent  to 
all  mankind.  —  I  wei»;hed  the  motives  with  the  objec- 
tions, and  with  ri'luctance  vielde<I  to  the  importunity 
of  my  friends. 

In  conse<|uence  of  this  determination,  the  little 
gentleman  was  |>crmitted  to  visit  me;  and  the  man- 
ner of  his  address  did  not  at  all  alter  the  opinion  I 
had  conceived  of  his  character  and  understanding. 
I  was  even  shot*ked  at  the  prosjx'ct  of  marrying  a 
man  whom  I  could  not  love;  and,  in  order  to  dis- 
burden my  own  conscience,  took  an  opportunity  of 
telling  him,  one  evening,  as  we  sat  opposite  to  each 
other,  that  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  command  my 
affection,  and  therefore  he  could  not  expect  the  pos- 
session of  my  heart,  Lord  W — m's  indulgence  having 
spoiled  me  for  a  wife ;  nevertheless,  I  would 
endeavour  to  contract  a  friendship  for  him,  which 
would  entirely  depend  upon  his  own  behaviour. 

To  this  declaration  he  replied,  to  my  great  sur- 
prise, that  he  did  not  desire  me  to  love  him  — my 
friendship  was  sufficient;  and  next  day  repeated  this 
strange  instance  of  moderation  in  a  letter,  which  I 
communicated  to  my  sister,  who  laughed  heartily  at 
the  contents,  and  persuaded  me,  that  since  I  could 
love  no  man,  he  was  the  properest  person  to  be  my 
husband. 

[121] 


PEREGRINE  PICKLE 


Accordingly,  the  wedding  clothes  and  equipage 
being  prepare(^l,  the  day  —  the  fatal  day  —  was 
fixed!  —  on  the  morning  of  which  I  went  to  the 

house  of  niv  brother-in-law,  Duke  H  ,  who  loved 

nie  tenderly,  ftnd  took  my  leave  of  the  family,  a 
faniilv  which  I  shall  always  remember  with  love, 
honour,  and  esteem.  His  grace  received  me  in  the 
most  affectionate  manner,  saying  at  parting,  "  Lady 

W  ,  if  he  does  not  use  you  well,  I  will  take  you 

back  again."" 

ITie  bridegroom  and  I  met  at  Ox — d  Chapel, 
where  the  ceremony  was  jK«rformed  by  the  Bishop  of 

W  ,  in  presence  of  his   lordship's  mother,  my 

father,  and  another  lady.  Tiie  nuptial  knot  being 
tied,  we  set  out  for  my  father's  house  in  the  country, 
and  proceeded  full  twenty  miles  on  our  journey 
Ix'fore  my  lord  opened  his  mouth,  my  thoughts 
having  Ik'cu  all  that  time  employed  on  something 
(juite  foreign  to  my  present  situation ;  for  I  was 
then  but  a  giddy  girl  of  eighteen.  At  length  my 
father  broke  silence,  and  clapping  his  lordship  on 
the  shoulder,  told  him  he  was  but  a  dull  bridegroom; 
upon  which  my  lord  gave  him  to  understand  that  he 
was  out  of  spirits.  This  dejection  continued  all  the 
day,  notwithstanding  the  refreshment  of  a  plentiful 
dinner,  which  he  ate  upon  the  road  ;  and  in  the 
evening  we  arrived  at  the  place  of  our  destination, 
where  we  were  kindly  received  by  my  mother,  though 
she  had  no  liking  to  the  match ;  and,  after  supper, 
we  retired  to  our  apartment. 

It  was  here  that  I  had  occasion  to  perceive  the 
most  disagreeable  contrast  between  my  present  help- 
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mate  nm\  my  former  lord.  Instead  of  flving  to  my 
arms  with  all  the  eageriuss  of  h)ve  and  rapture,  this 
manly  representative  sat  moping  in  a  corner,  hke  a 
criminal  on  execution  dav,  and  owned  he  w<vs  ashamed 
to  bed  with  a  woman  whose  hand  he  had  scarce  ever 
touched. 

I  could  not  help  Ix'ing  aflected  with  this  pusillani- 
mous behaviour.  I  remembered  Lord  \V — m,  while 
I  surveved  the  object  before  me,  and  made  such  a 
comparison  as  filled  me  with  horror  and  distrust; 
nay,  to  such  a  degree  did  my  aversion  to  this  phan- 
tom prevail,  that  I  began  to  sweat  with  anguish  at 
the  thought  of  being  subjected  to  his  pleasure;  and 
when,  after  a  long  hesitation,  he  ventured  to  ap- 
proach me,  I  trembled  as  if  I  had  been  exposed  to 
the  embraces  of  a  rattlesnake.  Nor  did  the  efforts 
of  his  love  diminish  this  antipathy.  His  attempts 
were  like  the  pawings  of  an  imp,  sent  from  hell  to 
seize  and  torment  some  guilty  wretch,  such  as  are 
exhibited  in  some  dramatic  performance,  which  I 
never  see  acted  without  remembering  my  wedding- 
night.  By  such  shadowy,  unsubstantial,  vexatious 
behaviour  was  I  tantalised,  and  robbed  of  my  repose  ; 
and  early  next  morning  I  got  up,  with  a  most  sov- 
ereign contempt  for  my  bedfellow,  who  indulged 
himself  in  bed  till  eleven. 

Having  passed  a  few  days  in  this  place,  I  went 
home  with  him  to  his  house  at  Twickenham,  and 
soon  after  we  were  presented  at  court,  when  the 
Queen  was  pleased  to  say  to  my  lord's  mother,  she 
did  not  doubt  that  we  should  be  an  happy  couple, 
for  I  had  been  a  good  wife  to  my  former  husband. 
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Whatever  deficiencies  I  had  to  complain  of  in  niy 
new  spouse,  he  wjis  not  wanting  in  point  of  lilxTnlity. 
I  was  prcsented  with  a  very  fine  chariot,  studdeii  with 
silver  nails,  and  such  a  profusion  of  jewels  as  fur- 
nished a  joke  to  some  of  niy  acqaintance,  who 
observed,  that  I  was  formerly  queen  of  heails,  but 
now  niebimorphosed  into  the  queen  of  diamonds. 
I  now  al>o  liad  an  opportunity,  which  I  did  not  let 
slip,  of  paving  Lord  W — m's  del)ts  from  my  privy 
purse ;  and  on  that  score  receivetl  the  thanks  of  his 
elder  brother,  who,  though  he  had  undertaken  to 
discharge  them,  delayed  the  execution  of  his  pur{>o.se 
longer  than  I  thought  they  should  remain  unpaid. 
This  unconnnon  splendour  attracted  the  eyes  and 
envy  of  mv  competitors,  who  wei*e  the  more  impla- 
cable in  their  resentments,  because,  notwithstanding 
niy  marrijige,  I  was  as  much  as  ever  followed  bv  the 
men  of  gallantry  and  pleasure,  among  whom  it  is  a 
constant  maxim,  that  a  woman  never  withholds  her 
aftections  from  her  husband,  without  an  intention 
to  Ix'sto'v  them  somewhere  else.  I  never  apj)eared 
without  a  train  of  admirers,  and  my  house  in  the 
country  was  always  crowded  with  gay  young  men 
of  quality. 

Among  those  who  cultivated  my  good  gi*aces  with 

the  greatest  skill  and  assiduity,  were  the  Earl  C  

and   Mr.  S  ,  brother  to  I>ord   F  .  The 

former  of  whom,  in  the  course  of  his  addresses, 
ti-eated  me  with  an  entertainment  of  surprising 
magnificence,  disposed  into  a  dinner,  supper,  and 
ball,  to  which  I,  at  his  desire,  invited  eleven  ladies, 
whom  he  paired  with  the  like  number  of  his  own 
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stx  ;  M)  that  the  whole  coinpaiiy  aiiioiiiited  to 
twentv-four.  We  were  rr^aled  witli  a  most  elegant 
dinner,  in  an  apartment  whieh  was  altogetlier  supei  b, 
and  serve<l  by  gentlemen  only,  no  livery  servant  being 
{KMinitted  to  eonie  within  the  door.  In  the  after- 
noon we  embarked  in  two  spkiulid  barges,  Ix'ing 
attendtnl  by  a  biind  of  music  in  a  third  ;  and  enjoyed 
a  delightful  evening  upon  the  river  till  the  twilight, 
when  we  returned  and  Ixgan  the  ball,  \\hieh  was 
eoiiduetetl  with  sueh  onler  and  taste,  that  mirth 
and  good-liumour  prevailed.  No  dissatisfaetion  aj)- 
peared,  exeept  in  the  eountenance  of  one  old  maid, 

sinee  married  to  a  son  of  the  Duke  of   ,  who, 

though  she  would  not  refuse  to  paiiake  of  sueh  an 
agi-eeable  entertainment,  was  displeased  that  I  should 
have  the  honour  of  inviting  her.  O  baleful  Envy, 
thou  self-tormenting  fiend  !  how  dost  thou  predomi- 
nate in  all  assemblies,  from  the  grand  gala  of  a 
eourt,  to  the  meeting  of  simple  peasants  at  their 
harvest-home  !  —  Nor  is  the  prevalence  of  this  sordid 
p£ission  to  be  wondered  at,  if  we  consider  the  weak- 
ness, pride,  and  vanity  of  our  sex.  The  presence  of 
one  favourite  man  shall  poison  the  enjoyment  of  a 
whole  company,  and  produce  the  most  rancorous 
enmity  betwixt  the  closest  friends. 

I  danced  with  the  master  of  the  ball,  who  em- 
ployed all  the  artillery  of  his  eloquence  in  making 
love ;  yet  I  did  not  listen  to  his  addresses,  for  he  was 
not  to  my  taste,  though  he  possessed  an  agreeable 
person,  and  a  good  acquired  understanding ;  but  he 
was  utterly  ignorant  of  that  gentle  prevailing  art 

which  I  afterwards  experienced  in  Mr.  S  ,  and 
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which  was  the  only  method  he  could  have  success- 
fully practised,  in  seducing  a  young  woman  like  me, 
lx)rn  with  sentiments  of  honour,  and  trained  up  in 
the  paths  of  religion  and  virtue.  This  young  gen- 
tleman was  indeed  absolutely  master  of  those  insinu- 
ating (lualifications  which  few  women  of  passion  and 
sensihilitv  can  resist;  and  had  a  person  every  way 
adapted  for  profiting  by  these  insidious  talents.  He 
was  well  ac(|uainted  with  the  human  heart,  conscious 
of  his  own  power  and  capacity,  and  exercised  these 
endowments  with  unwearied  jK'rseverance.  He  was 
tall  and  thin,  of  a  shape  and  size  jK'rfectly  agreeable 
to  my  taste,  with  large  blue  elo(juent  eyes,  good 
teeth,  and  a  long  head  turned  to  gallantry.  His 
behaviour  was  the  standard  of  politeness,  and  all  his 
advances  were  conducted  with  the  most  profound 
resj)ect ;  which  is  the  most  effectual  expedient  a  man 
can  use  against  us,  if  he  can  find  means  to  persuade 
us  that  it  proceeds  from  the  excess  and  delicacy  of 
liis  passion.  It  is  no  other  than  a  silent  compliment, 
by  which  our  accomplishments  are  continually  flat- 
tered, and  pleases  in  proportion  to  the  su})j)osed 
understanding  of  him  who  pays  it. 

By  these  ai-ts  and  advantages  this  consummate 
politician  in  love  began  by  degrees  to  sap  the  foun- 
dations of  my  conjugal  faith;  he  stole  imjxTceptibly 
into  my  affection,  and  by  dint  of  opportunity,  which 
he  well  knew  how  to  improve,  triumphed  at  last  over 
all  his  rivals. 

Nor  was  he  the  only  person  that  disputed  my 

heart  with  Karl  C  .    That  nobleman  was  also 

rivalled  by  Lord  C          H  ,  a  Scotchman,  who 
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hail  \)wn  nil  intimate  and  relation  of  niy  former 
hus})^iiul.  llim  I  would  have  preferred  to  most  of 
his  ct)in|)etitoi*s,  and  actually  eocjuetted  with  him  for 
some  time.  Hut  the  amour  was  interrupted  by  his 
going  to  Ireland;  upon  which  occasion,  understand- 
ing that  he  was  but  indifferently  provided  with 
nu)nev,  I  made  liim  a  present  of  a  gold  snuff-box,  in 
which  was  enclosed  a  bank-note  ;  a  trifling  nwuk  of 
niv  esteem,  which  he  afterwards  justified  by  the  most 
grateful,  friendly,  and  genteel  behaviour  ;  and  as  we 
corresponded  by  letters,  I  frankly  told  him,  that  Mr. 

S  hatl  stepped  in,  and  won  the  palm  from  all 

the  rest  of  my  admirers. 

This  new  favourite's  mother  and  sister,  who  lived 
in  the  neighbourhood,  were  my  constant  companions  ; 
and,  in  consequence  of  this  intimacy,  he  never  let  a 
day  pass  without  paying  his  respects  to  me  in  per- 
son ;  nav,  so  ingenious  was  he  in  contriving  the 
means  of  promoting  his  suit,  that  whether  I  rode  or 
walked,  went  abroad  or  stayed  at  home,  he  was 
aJways  of  course  one  of  the  party ;  so  that  his  design 
seemed  to  engross  his  whole  vigilance  and  attention. 
Thus  he  studied  my  disposition,  and  established  him- 
self in  my  good  opinion  at  the  same  time.  He  found 
my  heart  was  susceptible  of  every  tender  impression, 
and  saw  that  I  was  not  free  from  the  vanity  of 
youth ;  he  had  already  acquired  my  friendship  and 
esteem,  from  which  he  knew  there  was  a  short  and 
easy  transition  to  love.  By  his  penetration  choosing 
proper  seasons  for  the  theme,  he  urged  it  with  such 
pathetic  vows  and  artful  adulation,  as  well  might 
captivate  a  young  woman  of  my  complexion  and 
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experience,  and  circumstanced  as  I  was,  with  a  hus- 
band whom  I  had  such  reason  to  despise. 

Though  he  thus  made  an  insensible  progress  in 
my  heart,  he  did  not  find  my  virtue  an  easy  con- 
quest ;  and  I  myself  was  ignorant  of  the  advantage 
he  had  gained  with  regard  to  my  inclinations,  until 
I  was  convinced  of  his  success  by  an  alarm  of  jeal- 
ousy which  I  one  day  felt,  at  seeing  him  engaged 
in  conversation  with  another  lady.  I  forthwith 
recogniscMl  this  symptom  of  love,  with  which  I 
had  been  formerly  acquainted,  and  trembled  at  the 
discovery  of  my  own  weakness.  I  underwent  a 
strange  agitation  and  mixture  of  contrary  sensa- 
tions. I  was  pleased  with  the  passion,  yet  ashamed 
of  avowing  it  even  to  my  own  mind.  The  rights  of 
a  husband,  though  mine  was  but  a  nominal  one, 
occurred  to  my  reflection,  and  virtue,  modesty,  and 
honour,  forbade  me  to  cherish  the  guilty  flame. 

When  I  encouraged  these  laudable  scruples,  and 
resolved  to  sacrifice  my  love  to  duty  and  reputation, 
my  lord  was  almost  every  day  employed  in  riding 
post  to  my  father,  with  complaints  of  mv  conduct, 
which  was  hitherto  irrep roach a})le  ;  though  the  gi'eat- 
est  gnevance  which  he  pretended  to  have  suffered 
was  my  refusing  to  comply  with  his  desire,  when  he 
entreated  me  to  lie  a  whole  hour  every  morning, 
with  my  neck  uncovered,  that,  by  gazing,  he  might 
quiet  the,  perturbation  of  his  spirits.  From  this 
request  you  may  judge  of  the  man,  as  well  as  of 
the  rcffard  I  must  entertain  for  his  character  and 
di^sp()sition. 

During  the  whole  summer  I  was  besieged  by  my 
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artful  undoer,  and  in  the  autumn  set  out  with  niy 
lord  for  Hatli,  where,  by  reason  of  the  intimacy  tliat 
subsisted  between  our  famiHes,  we  lived  in  the  same 
house  with  my  lover  and  his  sister,  who,  with  another 
agreeable  young  lady,  accompanied  us  in  this  expedi- 
tion.   Hy  this  time  Mr.  S          had  extorted  from 

me  a  confession  of  a  mutual  flame,  though  I  assured 
him  that  it  should  never  induce  me  to  give  up  the 
valuable  possession  of  an  unspotted  character,  and  a 
conscience  void  of  offence.  I  offered  him  all  the  en- 
joyment he  could  reap  from  an  unreserved  intercourse 
of  souls,  abstracted  from  any  sensual  consideration. 
He  eagerly  embraced  the  platonic  proposal,  because 
he  had  sagacity  enough  to  foresee  the  issue  of  such 
chimerical  contracts,  and  knew  me  too  well  to  think 
he  could  accomplish  his  purpose  without  seeming  to 
acquiesce  in  my  own  terms,  and  cultivating  my  ten- 
derness under  the  specious  pretext. 

In  consequence  of  this  agreement,  we  took  all 
opportunities  of  seeing  each  other  in  private ;  and 
these  interviews  were  spent  in  mutual  protestations 
of  disinterested  love.  This  correspondence,  though 
dangerous,  was,  on  my  side,  equally  innocent  and 
endearing ;  and  many  happy  hours  we  passed,  before 
my  sentiments  were  discovered.  At  length  my  lover 
was  taken  ill,  and  then  my  passion  burst  out  beyond 
the  power  of  concealment ;  my  grief  and  anxiety 
became  so  conspicuous  in  my  countenance,  and  my 
behaviour  was  so  indiscreet,  that  everybody  in  the 
house  perceived  the  situation  of  my  thoughts,  and 
blamed  my  conduct  accordingly. 

Certain  it  is,  I  was  extremely  imprudent,  though 
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intentionallv  innocent.  I  have  lain  whole  nights  by 
iny  lord,  who  teased  and  tormented  nie  for  that  wliich 
neither  I  could  give  nor  he  could  take,  and  ruminated 
on  the  fatal  consecjuences  of  this  unhappy  flame, 
until  I  was  worked  into  a  fever  of  discjuiet.  I 
saw  there  was  no  safety  but  in  flight,  and  often 
determined  to  banish  myself  for  ever  from  the 
sight  of  this  dangerous  intnider.  But  my  resolution 
always  failed  at  the  approach  of  day,  and  my  desire 
of  seeing  him  as  constantly  recurred.  So  far  was  I 
from  persisting  in  such  commendable  determinations, 
that,  on  the  eve  of  our  departure  from  Bath,  I  felt 
the  keenest  pangs  of  sorrow  at  our  approaching 
separation  ;  and,  as  we  could  not  enjoy  our  pri- 
vate interviews  at  my  house  in  town,  I  promised  to 
visit  him  at  his  own  apartments,  after  he  had  swoni 
by  all  that  \s  sacred,  that  he  would  take  no  sinister 
advantage  of  my  condescension,  by  presuming  upon 
the  opportunities  I  should  give. 

He  kept  his  word,  for  he  saw  I  trusted  to  it  with 
fear  and  trembling,  and  perceived  that  my  apprehen- 
sion was  not  affected,  but  the  natural  concern  of  a 
young  creature,  distracted  between  love  and  duty, 
whom,  had  he  alarmed,  he  never  would  have  seen 
within  his  doors  again.  Instead  of  pressing  me  with 
solicitations  in  favour  of  his  passion,  he  was  more 
than  ever  respectful  and  complaisant ;  so  that  I  found 
mvself  disengaged  of  all  restraint,  conducted  the  con- 
vei^sation,  shortened  and  repeated  my  visits,  at  my 
own  pleasure,  till  at  last  I  became  so  accustomed 
to  this  conmiunication,  that  his  house  was  as  familiar 
to  me  as  my  own. 
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Having  in  this  manner  secured  himself  in  my  con- 
fidence, he  resumed  tlie  favourite  topic  of  love,  and, 
warming  my  imagination  hy  gradual  advances  on  the 
suhject,  my  heart  began  to  pant ;  when  he  saw  me 
thus  moved,  he  snatched  the  favourable  occasion  to 
practise  all  his  eloquence  and  art.  I  could  not  resist 
his  energy,  nor  even  fly  from  the  temptation  that 
a^ssailed  me,  until  he  had  obtained  a  promise  that 
he  should,  at  our  next  meeting,  reap  the  fruits  of  his 
tedious  expectation.  Upon  this  condition,  I  was  per- 
mitted to  retire,  and  blessed  heaven  for  my  escape, 
fully  determined  to  continue  in  the  path  of  virtue  I 
had  hitherto  trod,  and  stifle  the  criminal  flame  by 
which  my  peace  and  reputation  were  endangered. 
But  his  idea,  which  reigned  in  my  heart  without 
control,  soon  baffled  all  these  prudent  suggestions. 

I  saw  him  again  ;  and  he  reminded  me  of  my 
promise,  which  I  endeavoured  to  evade  with  affected 
pleasantry,  upon  which  he  manifested  the  utmost  dis- 
pleasure and  chagrin,  shedding  some  crocodile  tears, 
and  upbraided  me  with  levity  and  indifference.  He 
observed,  that  he  had  solicited  my  favour  for  ten 
long  months  without  intermission,  and  imagined  I 
had  held  out  so  long  on  virtuous  motives  only; 
but  now  he  could  plainly  perceive  that  his  want  of 
success  had  been  owing  to  my  want  of  affection,  and 
that  all  my  professions  were  insincere.  In  a  word, 
he  persuaded  me,  that  his  remonstrances  were  just 
and  reasonable.  I  could  not  see  the  affliction  of  a 
man  I  loved,  when  I  knew  it  was  in  my  power  to 
remove  it ;  and,  rather  than  forfeit  his  opinion  of 
my  sincerity  and  love,  I  consented  to  his  wish.  My 
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heart  now  fluttei-s  at  the  remembraiu-e  of  the  dear 
tliout^h  fatal  iiulisc'it'tion  ;  yet  I  reHivt  without 
reinoi-se,  aiid  even  renieinl)er  it  with  plcaMire. 

If  I  could  not  avoid  the  censure  of  the  world,  I 
was  resolved  to  Ix'ar  it  without  repining;  and  sure 
the  guilt,  if  there  wits  any  in  niy  conduct,  was  but 
venial ;  for  I  considered  myself  as  a  [K*rson  absolve*! 
of  all  matrimonial  ties,  by  the  insi«;nificance  of  I>ord 

 ,  who,  though  a  nominal  husl)and,  was  in  fact  a 

mere  nonentity.  I  therefore  contracted  a  new 
engagement  with  mv  lover,  to  which  I  resolved 
to  adhere  with  the  most  scrupulous  fidelitv,  without 
the  least  intention  of  injuring  my  lord  or  his  rela- 
tions ;  for,  had  our  nnitual  passion  pnxluced  any 
visible  effei-ts,  I  would  immediately  have  renounced 
and  al)andoiie<l  mv  huslwind  for  ever,  that  the  fruit 

of  mv  love  for  Mr.  S  might  not  have  inherited, 

to  the  detriment  of  the  right  heir.  This  was  my 
detennination,  which  I  thought  just,  if  not  pni- 
dent  ;  and  for  which  I  have  incurre<l  the  imputation 
of  folly,  in  the  opinion  of  this  wise  and  honest  gen- 
eration, by  whose  example  and  advice  I  have,  since 
that  time,  Ixvn  a  little  reforme<l  in  point  of  pru- 
dentials, though  I  still  retain  a  stn)ng  tendency  to 
retuni  to  mv  |)rimitive  way  of  thinking. 

When  I  (juitted  Mr.  S  ,  after  the  sacrifice  I  had 

made,  and  returncHl  to  my  own  Ix^d,  it  may,  j^rhaps, 
1)6  sup|)osc<l  that  I  slept  but  little.  True,  I  was  kept 
awake  bv  the  jovful  impatience  of  revisiting  my  lover. 
Indeed  I  neglecte<l  no  opportunity  of  flying  to  his 

arms.    When   I^nl    was  in  the  countrv,  we 

enjoved  each  other^s  comjwxnv  without  interruption; 


MKMOIKS   OF   A    LADY    OF  gTALITY 


but  when  he  residid  in  town,  our  t'orrespondeiu'e  was 
hniitcil  to  stolon  interviews,  whieli  were  unspeak- 
al)lv  deheious,  as  genuine  love  presided  at  the 
entertainment. 

Such  was  my  liappiness  in  the  course  of  this  tender 
connnunication,  that  to  this  day  I  renieinl)cr  it  with 
j)leasuiv,  thougli  it  hti-s  cost  me  dear  in  the  secjuel, 
and  wius  at  that  time  enjoyed  at  a  considerable 
expense;  for  I  devoted  myself  so  entirely  to  niy 
lover,  who  was  desirous  of  engrossing  my  time  and 
thoughts,  that  my  ac(juaintance,  which  was  very 
numerous,  justly  accused  nie  of  neglect,  and  of 
conse(|uence  cooled  in  their  friendships.  But  I  was 
JU  for  lovt\  or  the  icorUl  icell  lost.  And  were  the 
same  op{K)rtunity  to  offer,  I  would  act  the  same 
conduct  over  again. 

Some  there  are  who  possibly  may  wonder  how  I 
could  love  twice  with  such  violence  of  affection.  But 
all  such  observei*s  must  be  unacquainted  with  the 
human  heart.  Mine  was  naturally  adapted  for  the 
tender  passions,  and  had  been  so  fortunate,  so  cher- 
ished in  its  first  impressions,  that  it  felt  with  joy  the 
same  sensations  revive,  when  influenced  by  the  same 
engaging  qualifications.  Certain  it  is,  I  loved  the 
second  time  as  well  as  the  first,  and  better  was 
impossible.  I  gave  up  my  all  for  both  :  fortune  and 
my  father"'s  favour  for  the  one ;  reputation,  friends, 
and  fortune  for  the  other.  Yet,  notwithstanding 
this  intimate  connexion,  I  did  not  relinquish  the 
world  all  at  once  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  still  ap- 
peared at  court,  and  attracted  the  notice  and  appro- 
bation of  my  roval  patroness  ;  I  danced  with  the 
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P  of  W  ;  a  circumstance  which  so  nearly 

affected  Mr.  S  ,  who  was  present,  that,  in  order 

to  manifest  his  resentment,  he  chose  the  ughest 
woman  in  the  ball  for  his  partner;  and  I  no  sooner 
|x;rceived  his  uneasiness,  than  I  gave  over,  with  a 
view  of  appeasing  his  displeasure. 

\Vithout  repeating  particular  circumstances,  let 
it  suffice  to  say,  our  mutual  passion  was  a  perfect 
copy  of  that  which  had  subsisted  between  me  and  my 
dwir  Lord  W — ni.  It  was  jealous,  melting,  and 
delicate,  and  chequered  with  little  accidents,  which 
served  to  animate  and  maintain  tlie  flame,  in  its  first 
ardency  of  rapture.  When  my  lover  was  sick,  I 
attended  and  nurse<l  him  with  indefatigable  tender- 
ness and  care;  and  during  an  indisposition,  which  I 
caught  in  the  performance  of  this  agreeable  office, 
he  discharged  the  obligation  with  all  the  warmth  of 
sympathy  and  love. 

It  was,  however,  judged  necessary  by  the  physi- 
cians, that  I  should  use  the  Bath  waters  for  the 
recovery  of  my  health ;  and  I  set  out  for  that  place, 

glad  of  a  pretence  to  be  absent  from  Lord  ,  with 

whom  I  lived  on  very  unhappy  terms.  He  had, 
about  nine  months  after  our  mamage,  desired  that 
we  might  sleep  in  separate  beds,  and  gave  a  very 
whimsical  reason  for  this  proposal.  He  said,  the 
immensity  of  his  love  deprived  him  of  the  power  of 
gratification,  and  that  some  connnerce  with  an 
object,  to  which  his  heart  was  not  attached,  might, 
by  diminishing  the  transports  of  his  spirits,  recom- 
pose  his  nerves,  and  enable  him  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
his  good  fortune. 
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Voii  may  be  sure  I  made  no  objection  to  tbisplnn, 
^vhil'h  was  immediately  put  in  execution.  lie  made 
bis  ad(b*esses  to  a  nympb  of  Drury  Lane,  wbose 
name,  as  he  told  me,  was  Mrs.  Hock.  She  made 
shift  to  extract  some  money  from  her  patient;  but 
his  infirmity  was  lx}yond  the  power  of  her  art, 
thoufrh  she  made  some  mischief  between  us  ;  and  I 

connnunicatcd  my  suspicion  to  the  Duke  of  H  , 

who  intended  to  have  expostulated  with  her  upon 
the  subject  ;  but  she  got  intimation  of  his  design, 
and  saved  him  the  trouble  by  a  precipitate  retreat. 

After  my  return  from  Bath,  where  Mr.  S  and 

I  had  lived  happily,  until  we  were  interrupted  by  the 
arrival  of  my  husband,  his  lordship  expressed  an 
inclination  to  be  my  bedfellow  again.  In  this  par- 
ticular I  desired  to  be  excused.  I  would  not  be  the 
fii-st  to  propose  the  separation,  which,  though  usual 
in  other  countries,  is  contrary  to  the  custom  of 
England,  being  unwilling  to  furnish  the  least  handle 
for  censure,  as  my  character  was  still  unblemished ; 
yet,  when  the  proposal  came  from  him,  I  thought 
myself  entitled  to  refuse  a  reunion ;  to  which  I 
accordingly  objected. 

This  opposition  produced  a  quarrel,  which  rose  to 
a  state  of  perpetual  animosity  ;  so  that  we  began  to 
talk  of  parting.  My  lord  relished  the  expedient, 
agreeing  to  add  three  hundred  pounds  a  year  to 
my  pin-money,  which,  by  the  bye,  was  never  paid ; 
and  I  renounced  all  state  and  grandeur,  to  live  in  a 
small  house  that  I  hired  at  Carshalton,  where  I 
passed  my  time  for  two  months,  in  the  most  agree- 
able retirement,  with  my  dear  lover.    At  length  I 
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was  disturlx?d  by  the  intrusion  of  my  lord,  who 
molested  me  with  visits  and  solicitations  to  return, 
pretending  that  he  had  changed  his  mind,  and  insist- 
ing upon  my  compliance  with  his  desire. 

I  exhausted  my  invention  in  endeavours  to  evade 
his  request ;  but  he  persecuted  me  w  ithout  ceasing. 
So  that  I  was  fain  to  capitulate,  on  condition  that 
he  should  immediately  set  out  for  France  ;  and  that 
he  should  not  presume  to  approach  my  bed  till  our 
arrival  at  Calais.  We  accordingly  departed  for  that 
kingdom  ;  and,  far  from  infringing  the  least  article 
of  our  treaty,  his  lordship  did  not  insist  upon  his 
pnvilege  before  we  reached  the  capital  of  France. 

Meanwhile,  I  began  to  feel  the  effect  of  my  passion 
in  a  very  interesting  manner,  and  communicated  my 
discovery  to  the  dear  author  of  it,  who  would  not 
leave  me  in  such  an  affecting  situation,  but  took  the 
fii*st  opportunity  of  following  us  to  PYance. 

In  our  road  to  Paris,  we  stopped  to  visit  Chan- 
tilly,  a  magnificent  chateau  belonging  to  the  Prince 
of  Conde,  and  there  met  by  accident  with  some 
English  noblemen,  to  whom  I  was  known.  The 
Prince  and  his  sisters  invited  me  very  politely  into 
the  gallery,  where  they  sat.  They  complimented 
me  on  my  person,  and  seemed  to  adnnre  my  dress, 
which  was  altogether  new  to  them,  being  a  blue 
English  riding-habit,  trimmed  with  gold,  and  a  hat 
with  a  feather.  They  were  particularly  well  pleased 
with  my  hair,  which  hung  down  to  my  waist,  and 
pressed  me  to  stay  a  fortnight  at  their  house  ;  an 
invitation  which  I  was  very  much  mortified  at  being 
obliged  to  refuse,  because  my  lord  did  not  understand 
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the  French  lan<j;iiage.  I  was  enchanted  with  the 
place  and  the  conjpany,  the  women  being  ami- 
able, and  the  men  polite;  nor  were  they  strangers 

to  my  name  and  story  ;  for  Mr.  S  calling  at  the 

same  place  a  few  days  after,  they  rallied  him  on  my 
account. 

When  we  arrived  at  Paris,  the  first  thing  I  did 
was  to  metamorphose  myself  into  a  Frenchwoman. 
I  cut  off  my  hair,  hid  a  very  good  complexion  of  my 
own  with  rouge.,  reconciled  myself  to  powder,  which  I 
had  never  used  before,  put  on  a  robe  with  a  large  hoop, 
and  went  to  the  Thuilleries,  full  of  spirits  and  joy  ; 
for,  at  that  time,  everything  conspired  to  make  me 
happy.  I  had  health,  youth,  and  beauty,  love, 
vanity,  and  affluence,  and  found  myself  surrounded 
with  diversions,  which  were  gay,  new,  and  agreeable. 
My  appearance  drew  upon  me  the  eyes  of  the  whole 
company,  who  considered  me  a  stranger,  but  not  a 
foreigner,  so  completely  was  I  equipped  in  the  fashion 
of  the  French;  and  when  they  understood  who  I 
was,  they  applauded  ray  person  with  the  most  lavish 
encomiums,  according  to  their  known  politeness. 

After  having  made  a  circuit  round  all  the  public 
places  of  entertainment  in  Paris,  I  was  introduced 
into  company  by  an  English  family,  residing  in  that 
city ;  and,  among  others,  became  acquainted  with  a 
French  lady,  whose  charms  were  remarkably  attrac- 
tive.   The  Duke  of  K  was  her  admirer ;  but  she 

lived  in  reputation  with  her  mother,  and  an  agree- 
able sister,  whose  lover  was  the  Prince  of  C  ; 

(for  almost  every  lady  in  France  has  her  a\i\mant.) 

With  this  charming  woman,  whose  name  was 
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Madam  de  la  T  ,  I  often  made  parties  of  pleas- 
ure.   The  duke,  Mr.  S  ,  she,  and  I,  used  to  meet 

in  the  Bois  de  Boulogne,  which  is  a  pleasant  wood, 
at  a  small  distance  from  Paris,  whither  the  company 
repairs  in  the  summer  season  for  the  benefit  of  the 
air;  and,  after  having  amused  ourselves  among  the 
groves,  embarked  in  his  grace^s  equipage,  which  was 
extremely  elegant,  being  a  calash  drawn  by  six  fine 
long-tailed  greys,  adorned  with  ribbons,  in  the  French 
taste ;  and  thus  we  were  conducted  to  a  little  en- 
chanted, or  at  least  enchanting,  palace,  possessed  by 
the  duke,  at  one  end  of  the  town.  The  lower  apart- 
ment, appropriated  to  me,  was  furnished  with  yellow 
and  silver,  the  bed  surrounded  with  looking-glasses, 
and  the  door  opened  into  the  garden,  laid  out  in  a 
cradle  walk,  and  intervening  parterres  of  roses  and 
other  flowers.  Above  stairs,  my  female  companion 
lodged  in  a  chamber  furnished  with  chintz.  We 
supped  altogether  in  the  saloon,  which,  though  small, 
was  perfectly  elegant.  The  company  was  always 
good-humoured,  the  conversation  sprightly  and  joy- 
ous, and  the  scene,  though  often  repeated,  still  de- 
lightful and  entertaining. 

At  other  times,  Mr.  S  and  I  used  to  pass  our 

evenings  at  the  palace  of  the  Prince  of  C  ,  which 

his  highness  lent  us  for  our  accommodation.  The 
apartments  opened  into  the  gardens  of  the  Luxem- 
bourg, and  were,  in  point  of  magnificence,  suitable 
to  the  owner.  Thither  I  used  to  repair  in  a  flaming 
ecjuipage,  on  pretence  of  visiting,  and  spent  the  best 
part  of  the  night  with  him  who  was  dearer  to  me 
than  all  the  princes  in  the  world. 
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While  I  was  happily  engaged  in  these  ravishing 
parties,  my  little  lord  was  employed  in  efforts  to 
recover  his  health  by  restoratives,  and  I  know  not 
what ;  for  he  still  lamented  the  enfeebling  effects  of 
his  passion,  and  complained  that  he  loved  me  more 
like  an  angel  than  a  woman,  though  he  strove  to 
govern  his  affections  according  to  the  doctrines  of 
the  Christian  religion,  as  he  regulated  his  life  by  the 
maxims  of  Charles  the  Twelfth  of  Sweden.  The 
meaning  of  this  declaration  I  could  never  learn ; 
and,  indeed,  I  have  been  often  tempted  to  believe 
he  had  no  meaning  at  all. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  I  found  my  size  visibly  increas- 
ing, and  my  situation  extremely  uneasy,  on  account 
of  the  perpetual  wrangling  which  prevailed  betwixt 
us,  in  consequence  of  his  desiring  to  sleep  with  me 
again,  after  we  had  parted  beds  for  the  second  time ; 
and,  that  I  might  be  no  longer  exposed  to  such 
disagreeable  persecutions,  I  resolved  to  leave  him, 
though  at  the  hazard  of  my  life. 

Thus  determined,  I  went  to  the  British  ambassador, 
in  a  hackney-coach ;  and,  in  order  to  disguise  my 
youth,  which  might  have  prepossessed  him  against 
my  judgment,  muffled  myself  up  in  a  black  hood, 
which,  as  he  said,  instead  of  lending  an  air  of  gravity 
to  my  countenance,  added  a  wildness  to  my  looks, 
which  was  far  from  being  disagreeable.  He  had 
been  a  gallant  man  in  his  youth,  and  even  then, 
though  well  stricken  in  years,  was  not  insensible  to 
the  power  of  beauty.  This  disposition,  perhaps, 
rendered  him  more  favourable  to  my  cause,  though 
he  at  first  advised  me  to  return  to  my  husband ;  but 
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finding  me  obstinate,  he  undertook  to  serve  me  in 
my  own  way,  and  procured  a  protection  from  the 
French  King,  by  virtue  of  which  I  could  live  in  Paris 
unmolested  by  my  lord.  Nevertheless,  he  advised 
me,  if  I  was  determined  to  leave  him,  to  make  the 
best  of  my  way  to  England,  and  sue  for  a  divorce. 

I  relished  his  opinion,  and  concealed  mvself  about 
three  days  in  Paris,  during  which  I  borrowed  some 
linen  ;  for,  as  it  was  impossible  to  convey  anything 
out  of  my  own  house  without  suspicion,  I  had  neither 
clothes  for  my  accommodation,  nor  a  servant  to  wait 
on  me. 

In  this  solitary  condition,  I  took  the  road  to 
Flanders,  after  I  had  put  my  lord  upon  a  wrong 
scent,  by  writing  a  letter  to  him,  dated  at  Calais, 
and  travelled  through  an  unknown  country,  without 
any  other  attendant  than  the  postillion,  being  sub- 
jectcnl  to  this  inconvenience  by  the  laws  of  France, 
which  are  so  sevei*e  in  some  particulars,  that,  if  any 
person  had  been  apprehended  with  me,  he  would 
have  suffered  death  for  going  off  with  a  man's 
wife;  though  any  man  might  go  to  bed  with  the 
same  woman,  without  fear  of  incurring  any  legal 
punishment. 

I  prm*eedcd  night  and  day  without  intermission, 
that  I  might  the  sooner  reach  Flanders,  where  I 
knew  I  should  Ix,'  siife ;  and  as  the  nights  were 
excessively  cold,  I  wjis  fain  to  wrap  myself  up  in 
Hannel,  which  I  bought  for  the  purpose,  as  I  had  no 
clothes  to  keep  me  warm,  and  travelled  in  an  open 
chaise.  \Vhile  we  p.Lsse<i  through  dreary  woods, 
quite  remote  from  the  habitations  of  men,  I  was  not 
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without  npprolu'nsions  of  Ikmiii^  stri|)|K'(l  and  inindered 
bv  the  postiUioii;  and,  in  all  prohahilitv,  owed  ujv 
safety  to  the  indigence  of  my  appearance,  which 
nii«^ht  also  protect  me  in  two  miserable  places,  where 
I  wtis  obliged  to  lie,  Ix'fore  I  got  out  of  the  territories 
of  France ;  for,  jus  I  could  not  reach  the  great  towns 
whei*e  I  intended  to  lodge,  I  was  under  the  necessity 
of  putting  up  at  little  wretched  hovels,  where  no 
provision  wtts  to  lx»  had,  but  sour  brown  bread,  and 
sourer  cheese ;  and  everything  seemed  to  denote  the 
dens  of  despair  and  assassination. 

I  made  shift,  however,  to  subsist  on  this  fare, 
uncomfortable  as  it  was,  confiding  on  the  meanness 
of  my  equipage  for  the  security  of  my  person ;  and 
at  length  arriving  at  Brussels,  fixc»d  my  quarters  in 
the  Hotel  de  Flandre,  so  well  known  to  the  English 
since,  where  I  thought  myself  extremely  happy  in 
the  accomplishment  of  mv  flight. 

I  had  not  been  two  full  days  in  this  place,  when  I 
was  blessed  with  the  sight  of  my  lover,  who  followed 
me  on  the  wings  of  love,  in  pui-suance  of  the  plan 
we  had  projected  before  mv  departure  from  Paris. 
Here  we  concerted  measures  for  proceeding  to  Eng- 
land. I  hired  a  tall  fine  Liegeoise  for  my  maid ; 
and  setting  out  for  Ostend,  we  embarked  in  a  vessel, 

in  which  Mr.  S  had  bespoke  our  passage.  Our 

voyage  was  short  and  prosperous,  and  our  time  most 
agreeably  spent  in  the  company  of  my  dear  partner, 
who  was  a  most  engaging  man  in  all  respects,  as  I 
dare  say  my  Lady  O  has  since  found  him. 

I  assumed  a  fictitious  name,  took  private  lodgings 
in  Poland  Street,  retained  lawyers,  and  commenced 
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a  suit  for  separation  against  my  lord.  I  communi- 
cated the  reasons  of  my  elopement  to  my  father, 
who  was  shocked  and  surprised  at  my  conduct,  which 
he  condemned  with  expressions  of  sorrow  and  resent- 
ment. But  the  step  was  taken ;  nor  did  I  repent  of 
what  I  had  done,  except  on  his  account. 

In  the  morning  after  my  arrival  at  London,  I 
waited  upon  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  to  whom  I  com- 
plained of  the  usage  I  had  received  from  my  lord, 
whose  temper  was  teasing,  tiresome,  and  intolerably 
capricious.  Indeed,  his  behaviour  was  a  strange 
compound  of  madness  and  folly,  seasoned  with  a 
small  proportion  of  sense.  No  wonder  then,  that  I, 
who  am  hot  and  hasty,  should  be  wretched,  under 
the  persecution  of  such  a  perverse  humourist,  who 
used  to  terrify  me,  and  scold  at  me  the  whole  night 
without  intermission,  and  shake  my  pillow  from  time 
to  time,  that  I  might  not  sleep,  while  he  tormented 
me  with  his  disagreeable  expostulations.  I  have 
been  often  frightened  almost  out  of  my  senses,  at 
seeing  him  convulsed  with  the  most  unreasonable 
passion  ;  and  chagrined  to  the  highest  degree  of 
disgust,  to  find,  by  repeated  observation,  his  dis- 
position so  preposterous,  that  his  satisfaction  and 
displeasure  never  depended  upon  the  cause  he  had 
to  be  satisfied  or  disobliged ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
when  he  had  most  reason  to  be  pleased,  he  was 
always  most  discontented,  and  very  often  in  good- 
humour,  when  he  had  reason  enough  for  vexation. 

While  I  lived  in  Poland  Street,  I  was  engaged 
with  lawyers,  and  so  often  visited  by  my  father,  that 
I  could  not  dedicate  my  whole  time  as  usual  to  my 
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lover;  nor  was  it  convenient  that  he  should  be  seen 
in  my  company  ;  he  therefore  took  a  small  house  at 
Camberwell,  whither  I  went  as  often  as  I  had  an 
opportunity ;  and  maintained  the  correspondence 
with  such  eagerness  and  industry,  that,  although  I 
was  six  months  gone  with  child,  I  have  often,  by 
myself,  set  out  for  his  habitation,  in  a  hackney- 
coach,  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  and  returned  by  six 
in  the  morning,  that  I  might  be  in  my  own  bed 
when  my  father  came  to  see  me ;  for  I  concealed  my 
amour,  as  well  as  the  effects  of  it,  from  his  knowl- 
edge, and  frequently  took  water  from  the  bridge, 
that  my  motions  might  not  be  discovered.  Nothing 
but  the  most  passionate  love  could  have  supported 
my  spirits  under  such  vicissitudes  of  fatigue,  or 
enabled  my  admirer  to  spend  whole  days  by  himself 
in  such  a  solitary  retirement. 

By  this  time,  my  lord  was  arrived  in  England,  and 
employed  in  discovering  the  place  of  my  retreat ;  so 
that  I  lived  in  continual  alarm,  and  provided  myself 
with  a  speaking-trumpet,  which  stood  by  my  bedside, 
to  be  used  in  calling  for  assistance,  in  case  my  pur- 
suer should  make  an  attack  upon  my  lodgings. 

This  situation  being  extremely  uncomfortable,  I 
had  no  sooner  began  my  process  against  him,  than 
I  put  myself  entirely  under  the  protection  of  Mr. 

S  ,  who  conducted  me  to  the  house  of  a  friend 

of  his  who  lived  in  the  country,  where  I  was  secure 
from  the  attempts  of  my  luisbaiid. 

The  world  had  now  given  mo  up,  and  I  hud 
renounced  the  world  witli  the  most  peifect  resigna- 
tion.    I  weighed  in  my  breast  wluit  1  should  lose  in 
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point  of  chftnirttT,with  wlmt  I  suffcn-il  in  iiiv  p«iceat 
home,  and  found,  that  luy  reputation  was  not  to  be 
prt'sfntHl,  cxtf pt  at  the  cx|K'nse  of  niv  quiet,  for  his 
K)nl.ship  was  not  dis|>o.se<i  to  make  me  easy,  hmi  I 
been  ever  so  discreet  I  therefore  detennined  to 
give  up  a  few  ceri-monial  visits,  and  empty  profes- 
sions, for  the  more  sulistuitial  enjoyments  of  life. 

We  pasMtl  our  time  very  a^^ivibly  in  various 

•nUMements  with  this  friend  of  Mr.  S  ,  until  the 

tenn  of  my  nvkoning  was  ahnost  expired,  then 
returned  to  Ix)ndon,  and  t<K)k  lodgings  in  South- 
ampton Street, where  I  Ix'gan  to  make  tlie  prej>arations 
for  the  appnmcliing  o<x*a.sion.  Here  I  pn){x>sed  to 
live  with  the  utmost  nreums|)ection.  I  (hsguised  my 
name,  saw  noUHly  but  my  lawyer  and  lover,  and 
never  approaehitl  the  window  K^t  I  should  be  discx)v- 
ered  by  areident. 

Notwithstanding  these  precautions  my  French 
maid,  uhom  I  had  si>nt  for  some  of  my  clothes,  was 
dogge<l  in  her  return, and  next  morning  my  lorrl  took 
my  lodgings  by  stonn.  IIiul  he  given  the  assault  in 
his  own  |)erson  only,  I  make  no  doubt  but  he  would 
have  suffered  a  repulse  from  tlie  op|x>sition  of  the 
Liegeoise,  who  made  all  the  re^i^tancx'  in  her  power; 
but  was  oblige<l  to  give  way  to  sujx'rior  numbers. 

I  was  at  tliat  time  atx-<l,  and  hearing  an  unusual 
noise  Ix'low,  rang  my  Ixll,  in  onler  to  know  the 
cause  of  such  disturlwince.  I  drew  my  curtain  at  the 
same  time,  and  who  should  I  si'e  entering  my  cham- 
ber but  his  lordship,  atti'nde<l  by  a  constable,  and 
tlie  fi>otman  wlm  had  discovere*!  my  n-tmit! 

•Such  on  unexpectetl  visit  could  not  fail  to  affect 
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me  with  MnpiiM"  and  t•^»I^^tc'^lati()H.  Howrvor,  I 
siiininoiiitl  nil  inv  f«»rtitu(lr  to  iiiv  aid,  and  jM-m-iv- 
ii)«^  till"  ffllows  wfix'  alKHit  to  ojH'U  IIIV  wiiidow- 
shuttc'Pi,  dfNiit-il  tlit'ir  principal  to  order  tlu-iii  down- 
stairs. He  nndily  c-oniplii-ii  with  niv  mpu-st,  and 
sitting  down  hy  niy  Utisidi',  told  nie  with  nn  air  of 
triuni|)h,  that  hr  h/ui  found  uw  at  l»Lst  ;  and  I  frankly 
owntti,  that  I  wits  ht*artily  stjirv  for  his  sncct's.s. 
Instnul  of  uphniiding  ine  with  niv  esfajK',  lie  pro- 
(xiiicti  to  cnti'rtiiin  ine  with  all  the  news  in  town, 
ami  gave  nie  a  miiuite  detail  of  everything  that 
hapjx'ned  to  liini  siniv  our  jMirting;  among  other 
articles  of  intelligi*n(t%  giving  me  to  undci-stand,  that 

he  had  challengetl  Mi.  S  ,  who  refused  to  fight 

him,  and  wtLs  in  tli.sgraiv  with  the  Prince  of  W  

on  tliat  acxxiunt 

But  here  his  lonlsliip  did  not  strictly  adhere  to 
the  nakiHl  truth,  lie  hml  indetni,  l)efore  our  depart- 
uiv  from  the  country,  gone  to  mv  lover,  and  insisted 
U|K)n  having  viti.sfaction  in  Hyde  Park,  two  days 
from  the  date  of  his  demand,  and  at  three  o'clock 

in  the  afternoon;  S  ,  lx.'lieving  him  in  earnest, 

a<*cepted  the  invitation  ;  thougli  he  observed,  that 
these  affairs  could  not  be  discussed  too  soon,  and 
wished  the  time  of  meeting  might  Ix?  at  an  earlier 
hour.  But  his  lonlship  did  not  choose  to  alter  the 
circumstances  of  his  first  proposal ;  and,  when  he 
went  away,  said  he  should  expect  him  at  the 
appointetl  time  and  place,  if  it  did  not  rain. 

His  antagonist  gave  me  an  account  of  the  con- 
yersation,  when  I  assured  him  the  whole  business 
would  end  in  smoke.    Accordingly,  my  lord  sent  him 
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a  letter  on  Monday,  desiring  that  the  assignation 
might  Ix?  defermi  till  'rhun»day,  that  he  might  have 

time  to  settle  his  affairs,  and  pay  S          an  hundnnl 

pounds,  ^hich  he  had  fomuTly  borrt)wed  of  him. 
Whi  n  'IluirMlav  came,  he  was  favouretl  with  another 
epistle,  im|K)rting,  that  the  challenger  had  changed 
his  mind,  and  would  Mt^k  satisfaction  at  law.  Tllius 
ende*!  that  ln'n)ic  exploit,  wliirh  his  lonisliip  now 
l>         1  of  with  such  arn)gjmt  misrepresentation. 

\\  lulst  he  rcgale<l  me  with  these  interesting  par- 
ticular*, I  was  contriving  a  scheme  to  fnistrate  the 
discover>'  he  ha<l  niaile  ;  no  that  I  did  not  contradict 
his  &ssi*rtions,  but  told  him,  that,  if  he  would  go 
downstains  I  would  rise  and  come  to  breakfast.  He 
consented  to  this  pro|M)vd  with  gri'at  cheerfulness  ; 
and  I  own  I  was  not  a  little  suq)riM«<l  to  find  him,  at 
this  first  inti  n  iew,  in  as  gtxKl  a  humour  as  if  noth- 
ing hail  hap{M.'ne<I  to  interrupt  the  felicity  of  our 
matrimonial  union. 

It  ct»t  me  some  invention  to  conceal  my  condition 
fn)m  his  notice,  IxMng  now  within  a  week  of  the 
exjiectwl  crisis.  Hut  I  knew  I  had  to  do  with  a  man 
of  no  great  jxnietration,  and  sui-ceetlwl  in  my  attempt 
acconlingly.  We  break fiLstetl  with  great  harmony, 
anil  I  invited  him  to  dinner,  after  having  prevailed 
upon  him  to  send  away  his  mynnidons,  whom,  never- 
theless, he  orden**!  to  return  at  eleven  oVlock  at 
night.  We  conversed  together  with  great  gaiety  and 
mirth.  Wlicn  I  mlliitl  him  for  visiting  me  in  such  a 
disliabille,  he  stood  a  tiptoe  to  view  hinix*lf  in  the 
glaM;  and,  owning  I  was  in  tlu*  right,  said  he  would 
go  and  dress  himself  Ix-fore  dinner. 
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Hi*  mronliii^ly  Nu  nt  awav,  tliar;^i!i^  mv  maid  to 
give  liim  fntniiu*e  at  his  rt-tuni ;  aiid  he  was  iios(H)ner 

p>!ic  than   I  witito  to  Mr.  S  ,  K'^'^K 

a(xx)iint  of  wliat  hmi  hapjK'iKtl.  Then,  without  hav- 
ing cK'terinini'<l  on  any  cx'rtain  phm,  I  hudclli-d  on 
my  tlothi*s  niuHK  <1  inys4.'lf  up,  and  caUin^  a  chair, 
went  to  the  next  biveni,  where  1  stavetl  no  h)n«^er 
than  was  Mililcient  to  change  my  velncle;  and,  to  tlie 
astoni^lnnent  t)f  the  (hiiwers,  wlio  coidd  not  conceive 
tlie  nieiuiing  of  m\  jKTtin  hation,  pr<K*eede<l  to  a  shop 
in  the  neighlxiurluMH!,  where  I  diMnissed  niy  secontl 
diair,  and  pnxMired  a  liackney-coach,  in  which  I 
rejKiiml  to  the  hnlgings  of  inv  lawyer,  whom  I  could 
tnist.  Having  nmde  him  ac(juainte<l  with  tlie  cir- 
cumstances of  mv  di^t^e.vs,  and  con^ulte(l  him  ahout 
a  pn)[KT  place  of  retreat,  after  some  recollection,  he 
directed  me  to  a  little  house  in  a  court,  to  which,  by 
the  asjiistiincv  of  my  lover,  my  woman  and  clothes 
were  safely  conveyetl  that  s<inie  evening. 

My  lord,  however,  came  to  dinner,  according  to 
invitation,  and  did  not  seem  at  all  alarmed  when  my 
maid  told  him  I  was  gone,  but  steppetl  to  my  lawyer, 
to  know  if  he  thought  I  should  return.  Upon  his 
answering  in  the  affirmative,  and  advising  his  lord- 
ship to  go  back  in  the  meantime,  and  eat  the  dinner 
I  had  pronded,  he  very  deliberately  took  his  advice, 
made  a  very  hearty  meal,  drank  his  bottle  of  wine, 
and,  as  I  did  not  return  according  to  his  expecta- 
tion, withdrew  in  order  to  consult  his  associates. 

This  motion  of  his  furnished  niy  woman  with  an 
opportunity  of  making  her  retreat ;  and,  when  he 
returned  at  night,  the  coast  was  clear,  and  he  found 
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nobody  in  the  house  but  a  porter,  who  had  been  left 
to  take  care  of  the  fiu  niture.  lie  was  so  enraged  at 
this  disappointment,  that  he  made  a  funous  noise, 
which  raised  the  whole  neighbourhood,  reinforced 
his  crew  with  the  authority  of  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
tarried  in  the  street  till  three  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
discharged  a  lodging  he  had  hired  at  a  barber's  shop 
opposite  to  the  house  from  which  I  had  escaped,  and 
retired  with  the  comfortable  reflection  of  having 
done  everything  which  man  could  do  to  retrieve  me. 

The  hurry  of  spirits  and  surprise  I  had  undergone 
in  effecting  this  retreat,  produced  such  a  disorder  in 
my  constitution,  that  I  began  to  fear  I  should  be 
delivered  before  I  could  be  provided  with  necessaries 
for  the  occasion.    I  signified  my  apprehension  to 

Mr.  S  ,  who,  with  infinite  care  and  concern, 

endeavoured  to  find  a  more  convenient  place;  and, 
after  all  his  inquiries,  wiis  obliged  to  fix  upon  a 
paltry  apartment  in  the  city,  though  his  tenderness 
was  extremely  shocked  at  the  necessity  of  choosing 
it.  However,  there  was  no  remedy,  nor  time  to  be 
lost.  To  this  miserable  habitation  I  was  carried 
in  a  hackney-coach ;  and,  though  extremely  ill,  bore 
my  fate  with  spirit  and  resignation,  in  testimony  of 
my  sincere  and  indelible  attachment  to  my  lover, 
for  whose  ease  and  pleasure  I  could  have  suffered 
every  inconvenience,  and  even  sacrificed  my  life. 

Innnediately  after  I  had  taken  possession  of  my 
wretched  apartment,  I  was  constrained  by  my  indis- 
position to  go  to  bed,  and  send  for  necessary  help ; 
and  in  a  few  hours  a  living  pledge  of  my  love  and 
indiscretion  saw  the  light,  though  the  terrors  and 
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fiiti<]^iie  I  hiul  undergone  had  affec  ted  this  little  inno- 
cent so  severely,  that  it  sairce  discovered  any  visible 
signs  of  life. 

My  grief  at  this  misfortune  was  inexpressible.  I 
forthwith  despatched  a  message  to  the  dear,  the 
anxious  father,  who  Hew  to  my  arms,  and  shared  my 
sorrow,  with  all  the  gentleness  of  love  and  parental 
fondness;  yet  our  fears  were,  for  that  time,  happily 
disappointed  by  the  recovery  of  our  infant  daughter, 
who  was  committed  to  the  charge  of  a  nurse  in  the 
neighbourhood  ;  so  that  I  could  every  day  be  satisfied 
in  my  inquiries  about  her  health.  Thus  I  continued 
a  whole  fortnight  in  a  state  of  happiness  and  tran- 
quillity, being  blessed  with  the  conversation  and 
tender  offices  of  my  admirer,  whose  love  and  atten- 
tion I  wholly  engrossed.  In  a  word,  he  gave  up  all 
business  and  amusement,  and  concentrated  all  his 
care  and  assiduity  in  ministering  to  my  ease  and 
satisfaction.  And  sure  I  had  no  cause  to  regret 
what  I  had  suffered  on  his  account. 

But  this  my  agreeable  situation  was  one  day  dis- 
turbed by  a  most  alarming  accident,  by  which  my 
life  was  drawn  into  imminent  danger.  The  room 
under  my  bed-chamber  took  fire;  I  immediately 
smelt  it,  and  saw  the  people  about  me  in  the  utmost 
perplexity  and  consternation,  though  they  would  not 
own  the  true  cause  of  their  confusion,  lest  my  health 
should  suffer  in  the  fright.  Nevertheless,  I  was  so 
calm  in  my  inquiries,  that  they  ventured  to  tell  me 
my  suspicion  was  but  too  just :  upon  which  I  gave 
such  directions  as  I  thought  would  secure  me  from 
catching  cold,  in  case  there  should  be  a  necessity  for 
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removing  iiie ;  but  the  fire  U'ing  happily  extin- 
guished, I  escaped  that  eervmony,  wliirh  nii^ht  have 
cost  me  my  hfe,  Iiidtiil  it  was  surprising  tliat  the 
agitation  of  njy  spirits  did  not  j)roduce  some  fatal 
effect  upon  my  constitution ;  and  I  looke<l  upon 
my  dfliverancc  as  tlie  protection  of  a  particular 
providence. 

Though  I  e»ca|Ktl  the  liazanl  of  a  sudden  removal, 
I  found  it  WHS  high  time  to  change  my  lodgings, 
lx'cau>e  tlie  nt  ighl)ours  rushing  into  the  house,  u|K)n 
the  alann  of  (ire«  luul  discovered  niy  situation, 
though  thev  wrre  ignonuit  of  my  name;  and  I  did 
not  think  mysi-lf  safe  in  being  tlie  subject  of  their 
conjectures.  Mr.  S  ,  therefore,  pnK'ure<l  tuiother 
apartment,  with  Ix'tter  aixx^nnnodation,  to  which  I 
was  carrieil  as  mmiu  as  niv  hialth  would  admit  of 
my  removal;  and  mhmi  aftt-r  my  lonl  wrote  to  me 
by  the  hands  of  niv  lawyer,  earnestly  entreating 
me  to  drop  niv  pros^rution,  and  come  home.  Hut 
I  would  not  comply  with  his  ntpiot ;  and  nothing 
was  farther  from  mv  intention  than  the  desire  of 
nx-eiving  any  favours  at  his  hands. 

Thus  repulsiti,  he  set  on  fcK)t  a  most  accurate 
search  for  mv  |K*rson ;  in  the  a>urse  of  which  he  is 
said  to  have  detii  ted  several  ladies  and  young  girls, 
who  had  reasons  for  keeping  tlRMust-lves  ct)m'ealed  ; 
and  had  like  to  have  been  very  severely  handle<l  for  his 
im|K'rtinent  curi«»ity.  Iking  unsuccexsful  in  all  his 
attempts,  he  entere<l  into  a  tri*aty  with  one  Sir 
R   H  ,  a  person  of  a  very  indifferent  char- 
acter, who  undertook  to  furnish  him  with  an  infal- 
lible ex|K*dient  to  discover  the  place  of  my  alx)de,  if 
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hft  would  ^mtifv  him  with  a  Ixind  for  a  thous^md 
pounds  ;  wliirh  IxiiiLC  fxcfuti"*!  arconliu^ly,  this 
worthy  knight  lui vert isiMl  me  and  inv  maid  in  tlie 
puhlif  j)H|)ers,  oftcriii^  out*  liundntl  |M)uuds  ;l^  a 
n'wanl  to  aiiv  jxtsou  who  should  diM'lose  the  plaee 
of  our  retin'Mient, 

As  soon  as  the  pa|x»r  fell  into  niv  hands,  I  was 
again  involved  in  j)erplexity  ;  and,  l)ein^  afraid  of 
staving  in  town,  ri'solvetl,  w  ith  the  co!u  iirreiice  of 
niv  lover,  to  accept  of  an  invibition  I  had  received 

fnnn  the  Duke  of  K  ,  who  had  by  this  time 

arrive<l  in  Kri^land,  with  that  ladv  whom  I  have 
already  mentioned  as  one  of  our  parties  at  Paris, 
liaving  nsited  my  little  infant,  I  next  day  set  out 
for  the  duke's  country  seat,  wliich  is  a  most  defiant 
chateau,  and  stands  in  a  charming  situation.  Mr. 
S  followed  in  a  few  days.  We  met  with  a  very 
conlial  reception;  his  gmce  was  civil  and  good- 
natured,  lived  noblv,  and  love<l  pleasure;  Madam 

[de]  la  T   was  formed  to  please;  there  was 

always  a  great  deal  of  good  company  in  the  house; 
so  that  we  passed  our  time  agreeably  in  playing  at 
billiards  and  cards,  hunting,  walking,  reading,  and 
conversation. 

But  my  terms  of  happiness  were  generally  of  short 
duration.  In  the  midst  of  this  felicity  I  was  ovei-taken 
by  a  most  severe  affliction,  in  the  death  of  my  dear 
hapless  infant,  who  had  engrossed  a  greater  share  of 
my  tenderness  than  perhaps  I  even  should  have  paid 
to  the  offspring  of  a  legitimate  contract ;  because  the 
circumstance  of  her  birth  would  have  been  an  insur- 
mountable misfortune  to  her  through  the  whole 
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course  of  her  life,  and  rendered  her  al)solutely 
de|)endent  on  my  love  and  protettion. 

While  I  still  lamented  the  untimely  fate  of  this 

fair  blossom,  I>ord  came  down,  and  demandetl 

me  as  his  wife ;  but  the  suit  which  I  then  main- 
biined  against  him  deprive<l  him,  for  the  present,  of 
a  husl)ftn(r8  right ;  and  therefore  the  duke  would  not 
deliver  me  into  his  hands. 

In  six  months  he  re|K*ate<l  his  visit  and  demand ; 
and  an  agreement  was  j)atche<l  up,  in  conseijuence  of 
which  I  consented  to  live  in  the  s^ime  house  with  him, 
on  condition  that  he  sljould  never  desire  to  sleep  with 
me,  or  take  anv  otlier  measure  to  disturb  my  peace  ; 
otherwise  I  sliould  \)c  at  lilx.'rty  to  leave  him  again, 
and  entitled  to  the  pmvision  of  a  se|Mirate  main- 
tenance. To  these  articles  I  fLssente<l,  by  the  lulvice 
of  mv  lawven*,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  the  payment 
of  mv  pin-money,  which  I  had  never  received  since 
our  |Mirting,  but  sul>siste<l  on  the  sale  of  my  jewels 
wliich  were  ver>'  considemble,  and  had  Ixvn  presented 
to  me  with  full  jxiwer  of  alienation.  As  to  mv  lover, 
he  had  no  fortune  to  sup|)ort  me ;  and  for  that 
reason  I  was  scrupulously  cautious  of  augmenting 
his  expense. 

We  had  now  enjoved  each  other's  company  for 
tlinx*  years,  during  which  our  mutual  {MLssion  had 
suffennl  no  alxatement,  nor  hail  my  happiness  Ixi'n 
mixe<l  with  any  c<msiderable  alloy,  ex(*ept  tliat  late 
stnike  of  providence  which  I  have  already  mentioned, 
and  the  reflei-tion  of  the  sorrow  that  my  ct)nduct  had 
enbiile<l  up<m  my  dear  father,  whom  I  love<l  l)eyond 
expression,  and  whom  nothing  could  have  comj)eIle<l 
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ine  to  disoblige  hut  ii  inoii'  powerful  Haiue,  that  pre- 
vnile*!  over  even*  otlier  coiisidrratiou.  As  I  wjls  now 
fon-tti  to  hrvak  off  this  enchanting  eori*esf)on(lenee, 
it  is  not  to  be  doubtinl  that  our  parting  eost  us  the 
most  acute  si'iis^itions  of  grief  and  disappointment. 
However,  tliere  was  no  n'me<lv.  I  tore  myself  from 
his  arms  tcH)k  my  leave  of  the  family,  after  having 
acknowlwlginl  mv  obligations  to  the  duke,  and  set 
out  for  the  place  of  rendezvous,  w  liere  1  wius  met  by 
my  lonl,  attendeil  by  a  steward  wliom  he  had  lately 
engftgeth  and  who  was  one  chief  aiuse  of  our  future 
sejwrations.  My  lonl,  having  quitted  his  house  in 
town,  conducteti  me  to  his  Kxlgings  in  Pall  Mall,  and 
insistitl  upon  sleeping  with  me  the  first  night;  but 
I  refusetl  to  gratify  his  desire,  on  the  authority  of 
our  agreement. 

This  dispute  producetl  a  (piarrel,  in  consequence 
of  which  I  attemptt^il  to  leave  the  house.  He 
endeavouring  to  prevent  my  retreat,  I  fairly  locked 
him  in,  ran  dou-nstaii-s,  and,  calling  a  hackney-coach, 
made  the  best  of  my  way  into  the  city,  to  my  father's 
lodgings,  where  I  lav,  the  family  Ixjing  in  towTi, 
though  he  himself  was  in  the  country.  I  wrote  to 
him  innnediatelv ;  and,  when  he  came  to  London, 
declared  my  intention  of  separating  from  my  lord ; 
in  which,  seeing  me  obstinate  and  deteiTnined,  he  at 
length  acquiesced,  and  a  formal  separation  accordingly 
ensued,  which  at  that  time  I  thought  binding  and 
immutable. 

I  was  now  sheltered  under  the  wings  of  an  indul- 
gent father,  who  had  taken  me  into  favour  again,  on 

the  supposition  that  mv  commerce  with  Mr.  S  
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was  ftbsolutelv  at  an  end.  Nevertheless,  tlioiigli  we 
had  se|)iinite(I,  in  all  a|)|)earanee  for  ever,  we  had 
previou.slv  agretni  to  niaintiiin  our  correN|K)ndenee  in 
private  inter\iews,  which  should  esc*A|)e  the  iiotiee 
of  the  world,  with  which  I  was  again  obliged  to  keep 
some  measures. 

Our  parting  at  tlie  Duke  of  K  's  house  in  the 

country  was  attendetl  with  all  the  genuine  marks  of 
sincere  and  Rviprtx-iU  affection,  and  I  livetl  in  the 
sweet  hope  of  si»eing  him  again,  in  idl  the  tmns|K)rt 
of  his  former  passion,  when  my  lawyer,  wlio  rctvived 
my  letters,  brought  me  a  billet  one  night,  just  as  I 
hatl  gone  to  IkiI.  Siiing  the  sujxrscription  of 
S— \s  handwriting,  I  ojK'necl  it  with  all  the 
im|>atience  of  an  al)si'nt  lover ;  l)ut  how  shall  I 
(les<Til)e  the  astonishment  and  con.>teniation  with 
which  I  was  sei/,e<l,  when  I  iK-mM"*!  the  contents ! 
In>tead  of  the  most  tender  vows  and  protestations 
this  fatal  epistle  Ix'gan  with,  Madum^  the  btst  thing 
you  can  do  is  to  return  to  your futhcr^  or  some  cold 
and  killing  expn^ssion  to  that  efVect. 

Heaven  an»l  earth!  what  did  I  feel  at  this  dire 
conjuncture  !  the  light  forsocik  my  eyes,  a  cold  sweat 
lK*<lewfd  mv  liml)s,  and  I  was  ovcrwhelnK"<l  with  such 
a  torrent  of  sorrow  and  sur|)rise,  that  ever>l)ody 
pi-esent  lK»lieved  I  would  have  died  under  the  violent 
agitation,  'lliev  endeavoured  to  sup|X)i-t  njy  spirits 
with  re|K*ate<l  dmughts  of  stn)ng  licpior,  which  had 
no  sensible  effwt  U|K)n  my  constitution,  though  for 
tight  whole  years  I  had  dnuik  nothing  stn)ngi'r  than 
water;  and  I  must  have  iiifalliblv  jK'rishe<l  in  the 
first  ecstasy  of  mv  grief,  had  it  not  made  its  way  in 
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n  fit  of  trars  and  exclamation,  in  wliirli  I  contiiuud 
all  ni«^ht,  to  ihv  ania/t'nirnt  of  the  fannlv,  wlioni  iiiv 
condition  had  alarmed,  and  raistnl  from  their  ix-posc. 
Mv  fatluT  was  the  only  j)crson  who  guessed  the 
cause  of  mv  affliction  ;  he  said  he  was  sure  I  had 
receiveil  some  ill-usiige  in  a  letter  or  message  from 
that  rascal  S  ;  so  he  termed  him  in  the  bitter- 
ness of  passion. 

At  mention  of  that  name,  mv  agony  redoubled  to 
such  a  degree,  that  all  \vho  were  present  wept  at 
sight  of  mv  deplorable  condition.  My  poor  father 
shetl  a  Hoixl  of  tears,  and  coiijui'ed  me  to  tell  him 
the  cause  of  mv  distjuiet  ;  upon  which,  rather  than 
confess  the  truth,  I  amuseil  his  concern,  bv  pretend- 
ing that  mv  lover  was  ill.  The  whole  family  having 
stayed  by  nie  till  1  was  a  little  more  composed,  left 
me  to  the  care  of  my  maid,  who  put  me  into  lx*d 
alxnit  six  in  the  morning,  but  I  enjoyed  no  rest.  I 
revolveil  everv  circumstance  of  my  conduct,  endeav- 
ouring to  find  out  the  cause  of  this  fatal  change  in 

S  's  disposition  ;  and  as  I  could  recollect  nothing 

which  could  justlv  give  ofi'ence,  concluded  th<at  some 
malicious  persons  had  abused  his  eai-s  with  stories 
to  my  prejudice. 

With  this  conjecture  I  got  up,  and  sent  my  law- 
yer to  him  with  a  letter,  wherein  I  insisted  upon 
seeing  him,  that  I  might  have  an  oppoi-tunity  of 
justifying  myself  in  person  ;  a  task  which  would  be 
easily  performed,  as  I  had  never  offended,  but  in 
loving  too  well.  I  waited  with  the  most  anxious 
impatience  for  the  return  of  my  messenger,  who 
brought  me  an  answer  couched  in  the  coldest  terms 
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of  rivilitv  wliith  iiHlifruiX'nce  could  dictate;  acknowl- 
edging, Jiowevcr,  that  he  had  nothing  to  lav  to  niv 
charge,  hut  tiiat  it  was  for  the  g(MHl  of  ils  Ixith  we 
should  part.  He  ought  to  have  rt'Mctti'd  on  tliat 
bfforc,  not  after  I  hiid  sacrifieed  niv  a\\  for  his  love ! 
I  was  well-nigh  distnutetl  hy  this  tt)nfimmtion  of 
his  inei)nstjUK-v  ;  and  I  wonder  to  this  day  how  I 
retaine<l  the  use  of  my  reason  under  sueh  cirrum- 
stanees  of  horror  and  des[)air  !  My  grief  laid  aside 
all  deix>mm  and  restraint ;  I  told  my  father,  tlmt 

S          was  dying,  and  that  I  would  visit  him  with 

all  ex|K><lition. 

Startled  at  the  pro|K>sal,  this  careful  jwirent 
demonstrated  the  fatal  conscijuence  of  such  aji 
unguanled  step,  reminded  nie  of  the  difficulty  with 
which  he  h»ul  prevaile<l  u|)on  my  mother  and  uncle 
to  forgive  my  fonner  inipnideni*e,  ol)served  that  his 
intention  was  to  carry  me  into  tlie  country  next  day, 
in  onler  to  efi'ect  a  |K»rfect  nx-onciliatitm  ;  but  now 
I  wiLs  on  the  hrink  of  forfeiting  all  pretensions  to 
their  reganl,  hy  committing  another  faUd  error, 
which  could  not  |)<Ksihly  Ix*  retrieve<l;  and  tliat,  for 
his  part,  whatever  |Mings  it  might  cost  him,  he  was 
resolved  to  banish  me  fn)m  his  sight  for  ever. 

While  he  uttered  this  declaration,  the  te<irs  trickle<l 
down  his  cheeks,  and  he  •eemcnl  overwhelmwl  with 
the  keenest  sorrow  and  mortification  ;  so  it  may  be 
easily  conceived  what  were  the  impressions  of  mv 
grief,  reinfon'cd  w  ith  the  affliction  of  a  father  whom 
I  dearly  loved,  and  the  consciousness  of  )x*ing  the 
cause  of  all  his  dis<|uiet !  I  was  struck  dumb  with 
remorse  and  woe ;  and,  when  I  rccovcre<l  the  use  of 
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s|)t*tH*h,  I  toll!  him  how  son>ihle  I  was  of  his  ^mit 
j^tKMlfiess  and  luuiianity,  uiul  owmtl  how  littlo  I  de- 
•erved  his  favour  and  arttrlion  ;  that  the  sense  of  niv 
own  unworthinew  was  one  cause  of  niv  present  distnu:- 
tion ;  for  such  was  tlie  conthtion  of  niv  fate,  that  I 

must  either  si-e  S          or  die.     I  s^iid,  though  I  could 

noteXjKX't  his  forj^iveness,  I  was  surelv  wortliy  of  his 
com|)avsion ;  th.it  nothirj^  but  the  most  irresistible 
passion  could  have  misled  me  at  first  fmm  mv  duty, 
or  tempteil  me  to  inciu*  the  lea'^t  dej^ree  of  his  dis- 
pleasure;  that  thesiune  fatal  influence  still  prevailed, 
aiid  would,  in  all  prolMibility,  continue  to  the  grave, 
which  was  the  only  abotle  in  which  I  hoixni  for 
peace. 

While  I  expri'vseil  myself  in  this  manner,  my  dear 
good  fatlier  wept  with  the  most  tender  symjwithv, 
and,  saving  I  might  do  as  I  pleased,  for  he  had  done 
with  uje,  quitteil  the  n>om,  leaving  me  to  the  cniel 
sensations  of  my  own  heart,  which  almost  bui-st  with 
anguish,  upbraiding  me  with  a  fault  which  I  could 
not  help  couunittiiig. 

I  immediately  hiixil  a  chariot  and  six,  and  would 
have  set  out  by  myself,  had  not  my  fathers  affec- 
tion, which  all  my  errors  could  not  efface,  provided 
an  attendant.  He  saw  me  quite  delirioas  and  des- 
pemte  ;  and  therefoi'e  engtiged  a  relation  of  my  own 
to  accompany  and  take  care  of  me  in  this  rash 
expedition. 

During  this  journey,  which  lasted  two  days,  I  felt 
no  remission  of  grief  and  anxiety,  but  underwent 
the  most  intolerable  sorrow  and  suspense.  At  last 
we  arrived  at  a  little  house  called  the  Hut,  on  Salis- 
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bury  Plain,  where,  in  the  most  frantic  agitation,  I 

wrote  a  letter  to  S  ,  describing  the  miserable 

condition  to  which  I  was  reduced  by  his  unkindness, 
and  desiring  to  see  him,  with  the  most  earnest 
solicitations. 

ITiis  billet  I  committed  to  the  care  of  my  attend- 
ant, and  laid  strong  injunctions  upon  him  to  tell 

Mr.  S  ^,  my  injuries  were  so  great,  and  my  despair 

so  violent,  that,  if  he  did  not  favour  me  with  a  visit, 
I  would  go  to  him,  though  at  his  sister's  house,  where 
he  then  was. 

He  received  my  message  with  great  coldness,  and 
told  my  friend,  that,  if  I  would  return  to  London 
without  insisting  upon  the  interview  I  demanded,  he 
would,  in  a  little  time,  follow  me  to  to\m,  and  every- 
thing should  be  amicably  adjusted;  but  when  the 
messenger  assured  him,  that  I  was  too  much  trans- 
ported with  grief  to  hear  of  such  a  proposal,  he  con- 
sented to  meet  me  in  the  middle  of  Salisbury  Plain, 
that  we  might  avoid  all  observation.  And  though 
I  was  little  able  to  walk,  I  set  out  on  foot  for  the 
place  of  assignation,  my  companion  following  at  a 
small  distance. 

WTien  I  saw  him  leading  his  horse  down  the  hill, 
I  collected  all  my  fortitude,  and  advanced  to  him 
with  all  the  speed  I  could  exert ;  but  when  I  made 
an  effort  to  speak,  my  tongue  denied  its  office  ;  and 
so  lively  was  the  expression  of  unutterable  sorrow  in 
my  countenance,  that  his  heart,  hard  as  it  was,  melted 
at  sight  of  my  sufferings,  which  he  well  knew  pro- 
ceeded from  the  sincerity  of  my  love.  At  length  I 
recovered  the  use  of  s^ieech  enough  to  tell  him,  that 
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I  was  come  to  take  my  leave  ;  and,  when  I  would 
have  proceeded,  my  voice  failed  me  again.  But, 
after  a  considerable  pause,  I  found  means,  with  great 
difficulty,  to  let  him  know  how  sensible  I  was  of  my 
own  incapacity  to  retrieve  his  lost  affections ;  but 
that  I  was  willing,  if  possible,  to  retain  his  esteem, 
of  which  could  I  be  assured,  I  would  endeavour  to 
compose  myself ;  that  I  was  determined  to  leave  the 
kingdom,  because  I  could  not  bear  the  sight  of  those 
places  where  we  had  been  so  happy  in  our  mutual 
love ;  and  that,  till  my  departure,  I  hoped  he  would 
visit  me  sometimes,  that  I  might,  by  degrees,  wean 
myself  from  his  company  ;  for  I  should  not  be  able 
to  survive  the  shock  of  being  deprived  of  him  all  at 
once. 

This  address  may  seem  very  humble  to  an  uncon- 
cerned observer;  but  love  will  tame  the  proudest 
disposition,  as  plainly  appeared  in  my  case ;  for  I 
had  naturally  as  much  spirit  or  more,  than  the  gener- 
ality of  people  have.  Mr.  S  was  so  much  con- 
founded at  the  manner  of  my  behaviour,  that  he 
scarce  knew  what  answer  to  make ;  for,  as  he  after- 
wards owned,  he  expected  to  hear  himself  upbraided  ; 
but  he  was  not  proof  against  my  tenderness.  After 
some  hesitation,  he  said,  he  never  meant  to  forsake 
me  entirely,  that  his  affection  was  still  unimpaired, 
and  that  he  would  follow  me  directly  to  London. 
I  imposed  upon  myself,  and  believed  what  he  said, 
because  I  could  not  bear  to  think  of  parting  with 
him  for  ever,  and  returned  to  town  in  a  more  tran- 
quil state  of  mind  than  that  in  which  I  had  left  my 
father,  though  my  heart  was  far  from  being  at  ease ; 
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my  fears  being  ingenious  enough  to  foresee,  that  I 
should  never  be  able  to  overcome  his  indifference. 

I  took  lodgings  in  Mount  Street,  and  my  maid 
having  disposed  of  herself  in  marriage,  hired  another, 
who  supplied  her  place  very  much  to  my  satisfaction. 
She  was  a  good  girl,  had  a  particular  attachment  to 
me,  and  for  many  years,  during  wliich  she  lived  in 
my  service,  was  indefatigably  assiduous  in  contribut- 
ing to  my  ease,  or  rather  in  alleviating  my  affliction. 

For,  though  S  came  up  to  town  according  to 

promise,  and  renewe<l  a  sort  of  correspondence  with 
me  for  the  space  of  five  months,  his  complaisance 
would  extend  no  farther ;  and  he  gave  me  to  under- 
stand, that  he  had  determined  to  go  abroad  with 

Mr.  V'  ;  whom  he  accordingly  accompanied  in 

his  embassy  to  D — n. 

I  understood  the  real  cause  of  this  expedition, 
which,  notwithstanding  liis  oaths  and  protestations 
of  unabated  love  and  regard,  I  construed  into  a  pal- 
pable mark  of  dislike  and  disrespect;  nor  could  the 
repeated  assurances  I  received  from  him  in  letters 
mitigate  the  anguish  and  mortillaition  tliat  preyed 
upon  my  heart.  I  therefore  gave  up  all  hopes  of 
recovering  the  happiness  I  had  lost.  I  told  him  on 
the  eve  of  his  departure,  that  he  might  exercise  his 
gallantry  a  great  while,  Ix'fore  he  would  meet  with 
mv  fellow,  in  point  of  sincerity  and  love  ;  for  I  would 
rather  have  l)een  a  servant  in  his  house,  with  the 
pnvilege  of  seeingjiim,  than  the  Queen  of  England 
debarred  of  that  pleasure. 

When  he  took  his  leave,  and  went  downstaii's,  I 
shnmk  at  every  step  he  made,  as  if  a  new  wound  had 
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lx?en  inflicted  upon  nie  ;  and  when  I  heard  the  door 
shut  behind  him,  my  heart  died  within  me.  (I  had 
the  satisfacticm  to  hear  afterwards,  he  lamented  the 
loss  of  me  prodigiously,  and  that  he  had  never  been 
so  ha[)py  since.)  I  sat  down  to  write  a  letter,  in 
which  I  forgave  his  indifference,  because  I  knew  the 
affections  are  altogether  involuntary,  and  wished 
him  all  the  happiness  he  deserved.  I  then  walked 
up  and  down  the  room  in  the  most  restless  anxiety, 
was  put  to  bed  by  my  maid,  rose  at  six,  mounted 
iiiv  horse,  and  rode  forty  miles,  in  order  to  fatigue 
mvsclf,  that  I  might  next  night  enjoy  some  repose. 
This  exercise  I  daily  underwent  for  months  to- 
gether ;  and,  when  it  did  not  answer  my  purpose,  I 
used  to  walk  round  Hyde  Park  in  the  evening, 
when  the  place  w;is  quite  solitary  and  unvisited  by 
any  otlier  human  creature. 

In  the  course  of  this  melancholy  perambulation,  I 
was  one  day  accosted  by  a  very  great  man,  who, 
after  the  first  salutation,  asked  whether  or  not  my 

intercourse  with  S  was  at  an  end  ?  and  if  I  had 

any  allowance  from  my  husband  ?  To  the  first  of 
these  questions  I  replied  in  the  affirmative ;  and  to 
the  last  answered,  that  my  lord  did  not  allow  me  a 
great  deal  —  indeed  I  might  have  truly  said  nothing 
at  all ;  but  I  was  too  proud  to  own  my  indigence. 
He  then  expressed  his  wonder,  how  one  like  me, 
who  had  been  used  to  splendour  and  affluence  from 
my  cradle,  could  make  shift  to  live  in  my  present 
nari'ow  circumstances ;  and,  when  I  told  him  that  I 
could  make  a  very  good  shift,  so  I  had  peace,  he 
seemed  to  lament  my  situation,  and  very  kindly 
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invited  me  to  sup  with  his  wife  at  his  house.  I 
iiccepted  the  invitation,  without  any  apprehension 
of  the  consequence ;  and,  when  I  went  to  the  place, 
was  introduced  into  an  apartment  nuignificently 
lighted  up  (I  suppose)  for  my  reception. 

After  I  had  stayed  alone  for  some  time  in  this 
mysterious  situation,  without  seeing  a  living  soul,  my 
inviter  appeared,  and  said,  he  h(){)ed  I  would  not 
take  it  amiss  that  he  and  I  were  to  sup  bv  ourselves, 
as  he  had  something  to  say,  which  could  not  be  so 
properly  connnunicated  before  companv  or  servants. 
I  then,  for  the  first  time,  perceived  his  drift,  to  my 
no  small  surprise  and  indignation  ;  and,  with  evident 
marks  of  displeasure,  told  him,  I  was  sure  he  had 
nothing  to  propose  that  would  be  agreeable  to  my 
inclination,  and  that  I  would  innnediately  leave  the 
house.  Upon  which  he  gave  me  to  understand,  that 
I  could  not  possibly  retire,  because  he  had  sent 
away  my  chair,  and  all  his  servants  were  disposed  to 
obey  his  orders. 

Incensed  at  this  declaration,  which  I  considered  as 
an  insult,  I  answered  with  an  air  of  resolution  —  it 
was  very  well ;  I  despised  his  contrivance,  and  was 
afraid  of  nothing.  Seeing  me  thus  alarmed,  he 
assured  me  I  had  no  reason  to  be  afraid  ;  that  he 
had  loved  me  long,  and  could  find  no  other  opportu- 
nity of  declaring  his  passion.   He  siiid,  the  q  had 

told  him  that  Lord  had  renewed  his  addresses 

to  me ;  and  as  he  understood,  from  my  own  mouth, 

my  correspondence  with  S  was  absolutely  broke 

off,  he  tlunight  himself  as  well  entitled  as  another  to 
my  regard.    In  conclusion,  he  told  me,  that  I  might 
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coiiunand  his  j)ui*sc,  and  that  he  liad  power  eiu)ii<^h  to 
bring  ine  into  the  world  again  with  ccLit.  To  these 
advances  I  rephed,  that  he  was  very  much  mistaken 
in  his  opinion  of  my  character,  if  he  imagined  I  was 
to  be  won  by  any  temptations  of  fortune  —  and  very 
frankly  declared,  that  I  would  rather  give  myself  to 
a  footman,  than  sell  myself  to  a  prince. 

Supper  being  served,  we  sat  down  together ;  but  I 
would  neither  eat  nor  drink  anything,  except  a  little 
bread  and  water ;  for  I  was  an  odd  whimsical  girl, 
and  it  came  into  mv  head,  that  he  might  perhaps 
have  mixed  something  in  the  victuals  or  wine,  which 
would  alter  my  way  of  thinking.  In  short,  finding 
himself  baffled  in  all  his  endeavours,  he  permitted 
me  about  twelve  o'clock  to  depart  in  peace,  and  gave 
up  his  suit  as  a  desperate  cause. 

This  uncomfortable  life  did  I  lead  for  a  whole 
twelvemonth,  without  feeling  the  least  abatement  of 
my  melancholy.  Finding  myself  worn  to  a  skeleton, 
I  resumed  my  former  resolution  of  trying  to  profit 
by  change  of  place,  and  actually  went  abroad,  with 
no  other  attendant  than  my  woman,  and  the  utmost 
indifference  for  life.  My  intention  was  to  have  gone 
to  the  south  of  France,  where  I  thought  I  could  have 
subsisted  on  the  little  I  had  left,  which  amounted  to 
five  hundred  pounds,  until  the  issue  of  my  law-suit, 
by  which  I  hoped  to  obtain  some  provision  from  my 
lord  ;  and,  without  all  doubt,  my  expectation  would 
have  been  answered,  had  I  put  this  my  plan  in  exe- 
cution ;  but,  being  at  Paris,  from  whence  I  proposed 

to  set  forward  in  a  few  days,  I  sent  to  M.  K  , 

who  had  been  formerly  intimate  with  my  father,  and 
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shown  ine  many  civilities  during  niv  first  residence  in 
Fnince. 

'Iliis  gentleman  favourwl  nie  with  a  visit,  and, 
whi-n  I  nwule  him  act|uainte(l  witli  niv  scheme,  dis- 
suaded nie  fn)m  it,  as  an  uni^onifortahlc  determina- 
tion. Hf  luivisetl  me  to  stay  at  Paris  ^here,  with 
gtxMl  economy,  I  could  live  ils  cheap  as  in  anv  other 
pliuv,  and  enjoy  the  conversation  an<l  ct>untenance 
of  my  friends  among  which  nundier  he  declarwl 
him.self  one  of  the  most  faithful.  lie  assured 
me,  tliat  I  should  Iw  always  weli*ome  to  his  talile, 
and  want  for  nothing.  He  promi'^etl  to  recommend 
me  as  a  lodger  to  a  fnend  of  his,  with  w  liom  I  would 
live  in  a  fnigul  and  detx'nt  manner;  and  obsenred, 
tliat,  tis  the  womiui  wan  well  known  mxl  esteemed  by 
all  the  English  (*t»m{)any  in  Vtun\  it  would  Ix*  the 
most  n>|nitahle  step  I  vauUl  take  (considering  my 
youth  and  situation),  to  lodge  with  a  creditable 
penon«  who  could  answer  for  my  mnduct  'V\ms 
penuaded,  I  very  simply  follow «1  his  advice  —  I  say 
simply,  liecause,  notwithstanding  l»is  repre^ientations, 
I  socm  found  mv  monev  melt  away,  without  any  pros- 
pect of  a  fn-sh  supply.  In  lieu  of  this,  however,  I 
pasMxl  mv  tinu»  very  agre<-ahly  in  sevend  English  and 
some  F*rench  familien,  when-,  in  a  little  time,  I  iK-came 
(juite  intimate,  naw  a  great  dejd  of  conjpany,  and 
was  treat e<l  with  the  utmo^  |K>litene!iH  and  regard; 
vet,  in  the  midst  of  these  pleasures  many  a  melan- 
choly sigh  would  rise  at  tin?  remembrance  of  my 

beloved  S  ,  whom,  for  several  yeans  I  could  not 

rec»)lle<'t  without  emotion;  but  time,  compaiiy» 
amusements  an<l  change  of  place,  in  a  great  meafUie 
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ilissip#»tttl  tlu*>f  id'  .  irul  t'iml)lf<l  int'  to  Uar  iiiv 
fate  with  pfiticiKv  aiul  n'sigiiation. 

On  iiiv  last  arriviil  at  Paris,  I  wits  siirn)iiu(ii'<i  by 
a  crowd  of  profrsMtl  ailinirtTs,  wh(»  siglii'd  aiul 
Hatti'ml  ill  the  us  mil  forms;  Init,  Ix^sidcs  that  my 
ht'iirt  was  not  in  a  condition  to  contract  new  cn^/i^c- 
nicnt-s,  I  was  prfj>os.scsM.'<l  against  them  all,  bv  sup- 
|K)siM^  tliat  thcv  prfsumc<l  upon  the  knowk'<l^*  of 
niv  indis<^'!vtion  with  S— ;  and  therefore  rejecte<l 
their  addri'-vst^s  with  deti'station  and  di.s<lain  ;  —  for,  a.s 
I  have  alrcmiv  oWrved,  I  was  not  to  Ixj  won  l)ut  by 
the  apjK-anince  of  esteenu  luid  the  most  resiKftful  car- 
riage ;  and  though,  by  a  false  step,  I  had,  in  my  own 
opinion,  forfeite<l  niv  title  to  the  one,  I  was  resolved 
to  disttnmige  the  advances  of  any  man  who  seemed 
deficient  in  tlie  other. 

In  this  manner  my  lovers  were  one  by  one  repulsed, 
almost  as  soon  as  they  pre>entetl  themselves,  and  I 
pre!>erved  the  indejx'ndence  of  my  heart,  until  I 
became  aajuaintetl  with  a  certjiin  peer,  whom  I  often 

saw  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  P  ,  an  English  lady 

then  resident  at  Paris.  TLliis  young  nobleman  pro- 
fessed himself  deeply  enamoured  of  me,  in  a  style  so 
dirterent  from  that  of  mv  other  admirers,  that  I 
hei\rd  his  protestations  without  disgu.st ;  and,  though 
my  inclinations  were  still  free,  could  not  find  in  mv 
heart  to  discountenance  his  addresses,  whicli  were 
preferred  with  the  most  engaging  modesty,  disin- 
terestedness, and  respect. 

By  these  never-failing  arts,  he  gradually  conquered 
my  indifference,  and  gained  the  preference  in  my 

esteem  from  Lord  C — v  and  the  Prince  of  C  , 
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who  were  at  that  time  his  rivals.  But  what  contrib- 
uted more  than  any  consideration  to  his  success  was 
his  dechirin<^  oj>enly,  that  he  would  niaiTy  me  with- 
out hesibition,  as  soon  as  I  could  obtain  a  divorce 
from  my  present  huslxuid,  which,  in  all  probability, 
mi<^ht  liave  been  easily  procured;  for,lx»fore  I  left  Eng- 
land, I^)r(l  had  oft'ere<l  me  Hve  thousand  pounds 

if  I  would  consent  to  such  a  mutual  release,  that 

lie  mi<;ht  \ye  at  lilx'rtv  to  es|)ouse  one  Miss  \V  , 

of  Kent,  to  whom  he  then  made  love  upon  honour- 
able terms  ;  but  I  was  fool  enough  to  refuse  his  pro- 
posal, by  the  advice  of  S  .    And  whether  or  not 

his  lordship,  finding  it  impracticable  to  wtn]  his  new 
mistress,  Ixgan  to  make  love  upon  another  footing, 
I  know  not;  but,  certain  it  is,  the  mother  forlxule 
him  the  house,  a  circumsbmce  which  he  tf>ok  so 
hcinouslv  ill,  that  he  appealed  to  the  world  in  a 
public  advertisement,  Ixginning  with  "  Whereas,  for 

some  time,  I  have  passionatelv  loved  Miss  W  , 

and,  upon  my  not  ct)m plying  with  the  mother's  pro- 
jK).s;ds,  they  have  turned  me  out  of  doors  —  this  is  to 
justify,^  etc. 

'I'his  declanition,  signe<l  with  his  name,  was  act- 
uallv  printc<l  in  a  numlxr  of  debuhed  advertisements, 
which  he  ordered  to  Ik?  distributed  to  the  public; 
and  afterwards,  l)eing  con vi need  by  some  of  his 
frirnds  that  he  had  done  a  very  silly  thing,  he  re- 
called them  at  half  a  guinea  apie<*e.  A  copy  of  one 
of  them  was  sent  to  me  at  Paris,  and  I  believe  my 
father  has  now  one  of  the  originals  in  his  possession. 
After  this  wise  vindiiation  of  his  eonduct,  he  made 
an  attempt  to  carrv  off  the  ladv  from  church  bv  force 
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of  arms ;  hut  she  was  rescufd  hy  the  iiei«^hhoiirs, 
headetl  hv  her  hrotliur,  who,  heiiig  an  attorney,  Iwul 
like  to  have  made  his  lordship  smart  severely  for  this 
exploit. 

Meanwhile  my  new  admirer  had  made  some  prog- 
ress in  mv  heart ;  and,  my  finances  bein^^  exhausted, 
I  was  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  returnin«^  to 

1^)1(1  or  acceptinf^  Karl  H  's  love. 

When  mv  attaii-s  were  brought  to  an  issue,  I  made 
no  hesitation  in  mv  choice,  putting  myself  under  the 
j)rotection  of  a  man  of  honour  whom  I  esteemed, 
nither  than  suffer  every  sort  of  mortification  from  a 
jK'rson  who  was  the  object  of  mv  abhorrence  and 
contempt.    Fmm  a  mistaken  pride,  I  chose  to  live 

in  Lord  B  's  house,  rather  than  be  maintained  at 

his  expense  in  another  place.  \\'e  spent  several 
months  agreeably  in  balls  and  other  diversions, 
visite<l  I>ord  B — k,  who  lived  at  the  distance  of  a 
few  leagues  from  Paris,  and  stayed  some  days  at  his 
house,  where  the  entertain  men  t  was,  in  all  respects, 
delightful,  elegant,  and  refined.  Their  habitation 
was  the  rendezvous  of  the  best  company  in  France ; 
and  Lady  B — k  maintained  the  same  superiority  in 
her  own  sex,  for  which  her  lord  is  so  justly  distin- 
guished among  the  men. 

About  Christmas  we  set  out  for  England,  accom- 
panied by  a  little  North  Briton,  who  lived  with  Lord 

B  as  his  companion,  and  did  not  at  all  approve 

of  our  correspondence ;  whether  out  of  real  friend- 
ship for  his  patron,  or  apprehension  that  in  time  I 
might  supersede  his  own  influence  with  my  lord,  I 
shall  not  pretend  to  determine.    Be  that  as  it  will, 
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the  frost  was  so  severe,  that  we  were  detained  ten 
days  at  Cahiis  before  we  coiihl  get  out  of  the  har- 
Ixjur  ;  and,  during  that  time,  I  rcHected  seriously  on 
what  niy  new  h)ver  proposed.  As  he  was  verv  voung, 
and  unaccjuaintetl  with  the  world,  I  thought  niv  story 
nnght  have  es<-aped  him  ;  and  therefore  determined 
to  give  him  a  faithful  detail  of  the  whole,  that  he 
nnght  not  have  anything  to  reproach  me  with  in  the 
se(|uel ;  besides,  I  did  not  think  it  honest  to  engage 
him  to  do  more  for  me  than  he  might  afterwards 
j)erhaps  think  I  was  worth.  Accordingly,  I  connnu- 
nicate<l  to  him  every  particular  of  my  life  ;  and  the 
namition,  far  from  altering  his  sentiments,  rather 
confirmed  his  goixl  opinion,  by  exhibiting  an  un- 
doubte<l  proof  of  my  fnmknefvs  and  sincerity.  In 
short,  he  iK'haved  with  such  generosity,  as  made  an 
absolute  concjuest  of  my  lieart.  Rut  my  love  was  of 
a  different  kind  from  that  which  had  formerly  reigned 
within  mv  brwist,  Ix'ing  founded  upon  the  warmest 
gratitude  and  esteem,  exclusive  of  any  other  consid- 
eration, though  his  person  was  very  agix'eable,  and 
his  atldress  engaging. 

When  we  arrived  in  England,  I  went  directlv  to 
his  countr\'  seat,  alx)ut  twelve  miles  fi*om  Ix)ndon, 
where  lie  soon  joined  me,  and  we  lived  some  time  in 
jHTfcvt  retirement,  his  relations  Ix'ing  greatlv  alarnu'd 

with  the  apprehension  that  Ix)nl   would  bring 

an  action  against  him,  though  he  himself  desired 
nothing  more,  and  lived  so  easy  under  that  expecta- 
tion, that  they  soon  laid  aside  their  fears  on  his 
account. 

We  were  visited  by  Mr.  II          R  ,  a  relation 
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of  mv  lord,  aiul  onv  Mr.  H  ,  of  the  guards,  who, 

with  the  httle  Scotthiimn  and  my  lover,  made  an 
ai^reeahle  set,  ftmon«^  whom  I  enjoyed  huntiM<^,  and 

all  manner  of  country  diversions.     As  to  Mr.  II  

B  ,  if  ever  there  was  |K'rfeetion  in  one  man,  it 

ixMitereil  in  him ;  or,  at  least,  he,  of  all  the  men  I 
ever  knew,  approached  the  nearest  to  that  idea  which 
1  had  conceived  of  a  perfwt  clianu-ter.  He  was  both 
i^ockI  and  ^^ivat,  possessed  an  unconnnon  genius,  and 

the  best  of  hearts.    Mr.  H  was  a  very  sociable 

man,  had  a  «^o(m1  |K»rson,  and  cultivated  undei*stand- 
ing  ;  and  my  lord  was  excessively  good-humoured; 
—  so  that,  with  such  companions,  no  place  could  be 
dull  or  insipid.  For  mv  own  part,  I  conducted  the 
family ;  and,  as  I  endeavoured  to  please  and  make 
evervlxxly  happv,  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  succeed. 

Mr.  B  told  me,  tliat  before  he  saw  me,  he  heard 

I  was  a  fool ;  but  finding,  as  he  was  pleased  to  say, 
that  I  had  been  egregiously  misrepresented,  he 
courted  my  friendship,  and  a  correspondence  com- 
menced between  us.  Indeed,  it  was  impossible  for 
any  person  to  know  him,  without  entertaining  the 
utmost  esteem  and  veneration  for  his  virtue. 

After  I  had  lived  some  time  in  this  agreeable 
retreat,  my  husband  began  to  make  a  bustle.  He 

sent  a  message,  demanding  me  from  Lord  B  ; 

then  came  in  person,  with  his  nightcap  in  his  pocket, 
intending  to  have  stayed  all  night,  had  he  been 
asked,  and  attended  bv  a  relation,  whom  he  assured 
that  I  was  very  fond  of  him,  and  detained  by  force 
from  his  arms. 

Finding  himself  disappointed  in  his  expectations, 
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he  commencT*!  a  Uw-Huit  again>t  lionl  B  ,  Uiou^li 

not  for  a  divonv,  an  wc  ck'sirwl,  hut  with  a  view  to 
reclaim  me  a^i  hiji  laiAful  wift>.  Hin  lawyera,  however, 
attcmpti*(l  to  pro%'e  rrimiiml  coiivemation,  in  hopes 
of  extorting  money  from  my  lover.  But  their  en- 
dcAvouni  were  altogrthcT  fniitlcM;  for  no  Mer\'ant  of 
Lord  B— or  miiM?  aniM  with  jitHtiiT*  mv  we  were 
ever  neen  to  tmpafli  Against  nuMlc?«ty  aiid  decorum  ; 
•o  that  tht'  plaintiff  waA  non«»uiti'<l. 

While  thui  cmwm  was  depending,  all  my  lovers 
friendn  expirtd  fc«r  and  concern  for  the  i^ue,  while 
he  hiiiiM'lf  ))ehaved  with  the  utmont  rmolution,  and 
gave  me  such  convinnng  proofs  of  a  strong  and  steady 
ailcciion,  as  augmenied  my  gratitude,  and  riveted 
the  tien  of  my  love,  which  wha  unblcmiHlutL,  faitiiful, 
and  Kinci*re. 

Soon  af>er  this  e%'ent,  I  waa  leiaeil  with  a  violent 
fit  of  illness  in  which  I  was  vinitetl  by  my  father, 
and  atteiidiil  hy  two  physicians,  one  of  whom  de- 
s|iAirc«l  of  my  life,  and  took  his  leave  arronlingly ; 
but  l>r.  S  »  who  was  the  other,  pemisted  in  his 
attendance,  and,  in  all  human  ap|x?Arance,  saved  niy 
life ;  a  cimnnstAtice  by  which  he  actpiiml  a  grmt 
share  of  ri'putntion.  Vet,  notwithstanding  all  his 
awistinrr,  I  was  conlincvl  to  my  lx<ii  for  ten  weeks ; 
during  which  I>onl  B  *s  grief  was  inunoderate, 
his  care  and  gcneiwty  unlimited  While  I  lay  in 
tliis  extremity,  Mr.  S  ,  |M»netrat«l  by  my  melan- 
choly comlition,  which  revive*!  his  tendeniCMS  bcggwl 
leave  to  be  aihnitte«l  to  my  prrnence;  and  Ijnrd 
B—  would  have  o)niplie«l  with  his  ri'tjuest,  ha<l  I 
not  been  judged  too  weak  to  l)ear  the  shock  of  such 
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^'^  inten'iew.  Mv  itin.Htitiitii>u,  l»o\vi  \rr,  a;^ntul)lv 
li  viiijMtiiitiil  iiiv  fivirs  ;  and  tlie  (vwr  h/ul  no  .MMnicr 
left  UK*,  than  1  nttn  n*iiio\(tl  to  a  hunting  scat  U-loii^- 
in^  to  iiiv  lo\i*r»  fn>ni  wlu  iuv,  afliT  I  had  movrmi 
tMV  fttri'ii^tli,  went  to  H  ra>tle,  wlien*  we  kfpt 
houM.*.     An«l,  while  we  reiiiaiiH-tl  at  this  phuv, 

\jL3rd  H  nxYivwl  a  letter  frxnn  lAm\  ,  dattti 

in  No%euil>er,  ihallenpng  him  to  single  eoniluit  in 
Mav,  U|>on  the  fn>ntien»  of  France  and  FlanderH. 
'Hii*  dertaniv  was  f»ent  in  const**) uence  of  what  hiul 
IMiaAiil  between  them  h>ng  iM-fore  niy  indi<^)M>^itiol^ 
at  A  meeting  in  a  certain  taveni,  wlure  thev  tjuar- 
A'Hc^*  *i»d  i»  the  frnv,  my  lover  threw  his  anta|(onist 
under  the  table.  I  ixiunM-Ilcil  him  to  take  no  notice 
of  this  rhudomontAiie,  which  I  knew  was  void  of  all 
intention  of  |>erformaniv ;  ajnl  lie  was  w  ise  enough 
to  follow-  mv  mlvitx',  n-Mihctl,  however,  .should  tlie 
mi'xsAge  be  rejieateil,  to  take  the  challenger  at  his 
wonL 

Having  rwitletl  some  time  at  this  place,  we  re- 
turned to  the  otlier  country  housi-  wliich  he  had  left, 
where  Ixml  H  addictetl  himself  so  much  to  hunt- 
ing, and  other  male  tliversions,  that  I  In-gan  to  think 
he  neglectetl  me,  and  appri.seil  him  of  my  saspicion, 
assuring  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  would  leave 
him  as  soon  as  my  opinion  sliould  be  confinne<l. 

'Hiis  declaration  hml  no  effect  upon  his  lx.'haviour, 
which  became  so  remarkably  cold,  that  even  Mr. 

K  ,  who  lived  with  us,  inui<^ned  that  his  affection 

was  palpably  diminished.  When  I  went  to  town,  I 
was  usually  attende<l  by  his  cousin,  or  this  gentleman, 
or  both,  but  seldom  favoured  w  ith  his  company ; 

[  171  ] 


PEREGRINE  PICKLE 


nav,  when  I  ri'iMiintl  to  Bath,  for  the  rc-ostal)li>}i- 
iiK'iit  of  inv  health,  he  permitted  iiie  to  go  alone  — 
i»o  that  I  wrt«  t|iiite  |»i*rsua<le(l  of  his  indifference; 
and  yet  I  wiui  mistaken  in  niy  opinion.  Hut  I  hml 
been  sjK)ile<l  hv  the  Ix-haviour  of  niv  first  huslmnd, 

and  Mr.  S          \%ho  never  cjuitted  me  for  the  sake 

of  any  amusement,  and  often  resisted  the  mils  of  the 
most  urgent  business,  ratlier  than  |>art  fn)m  me, 
though  but  for  a  few  hours.  I  thought  every  man 
who  loved  me  tndy  would  act  in  the  same  manner ; 
and,  uhetlu  r  I  am  right  or  wrong  in  my  conjectures, 
I  leave  wiser  casuists  to  jutlge.  Certain  it  is,  such 
MicriHce  and  devotion  is  tlie  most  pleasing  pnmf  of 
an  ailnnrer  s  passion  ;  and,  Voi/ez-mtfi  pltLx  xotnTnt^  et 
ne  me  dotmez  rirw,  is  one  of  my  favourite  maxims. 
A  man  may  give  money,  l)ecause  he  is  pn)fu.se;  he 
may  lx>  violently  fond,  ))ecause  he  is  of  a  sanguine 
constitution.  Hut,  if  he  gives  me  his  time,  he  gives 
me  an  untjucNtionable  proof  of  my  Ix'ing  in  full 
{KMsession  of  his  heart. 

My  apjx'arancv  at  li«ith,  without  the  com{Miii\  of 

I^ortl  H  ,  cxx^sioni-tl  a  genenil  suqirise,  and  en- 

couragitl  the  men  to  |K'ster  me  with  mldrcsiies,  every 
new  admirer  endeavouring  to  a<lvance  his  suit  by 
demonstniting  the  unkind  and  disn*s|x\'tful  Ixfhav- 
iour  of  his  lonl>hip.  Indee<l,  this  was  the  most 
effi'ttual  string  they  could  touch.  .My  priile  and 
rcM'ntment  were  alarnie<l,  I  was  weak  enough  to 
listen  to  one  man,  who  luul  like  to  have  insinuated 
himst^lf  into  mv  inclinations.  He  was  t»dl  and  lai^ge- 
bone<l,  with  white  hair,  inclining  to  %*hat  is  calli-d 
siuuly,  and  hml  tlie  reputation  of  bi'ing  hand.somc. 
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thou^ii  i  tliiiik  Ik  .irt^  dt-^TMii  timt  i-pithiL  lie 
jMifvMNKti  A  Urm*  lortuiH',  l<»\i'<i  iiUM-hit  f,  iun\  stiu  k 
At  nothing  for  the  AixxHiiplishniriit  of  his  ik^ii^iis, 
one  of  hm  chief  iiU^anim-^  In-in^  th/it  of  M'ttin^  aiiv 
two  lo%'en  at  variujux*.  lie  einploM^ii  hin  midress 
U{MM1  iiie  with  ^'nt  iLv^idiiit v,  iiiul  knew  so  will  how 
to  iiiujin^'  iiiv  reM'fitiiieiit,  tliut  I  wilh  |)lmse<l  uilh 
hi«  iiiaiiiier,  hennl  his  vtiws  without  iHs^ust,  liiul,  in 
a  wonl,  pntinisetl  to  clelilieratv  with  invs<  lf  u{>on  hin 
proposals  anil  ^ve  him  aii  iiccount  of  luy  iletenninu- 
tion  in  writing. 

'ITiuii  n'*i>lve*l,  I  wiiit  to  I^ini  H  ,  in  W'ilt- 

sliit\\  whither  I  whs  follow e<i  hy  this  pretendrr  to 
my  heart,  who  visitetl  ua  on  the  f(N)ting  of  an 
anjUiiintHnce  ;  but  when  I  n*Htt  tiii  on  ^^hat  I  hail 
clone,  I  wnclenuRtl  my  own  cxinduct  as  indiscreet, 
thoui;h  nothing  divisive  had  jmcw^I  Ix-tween  us,  and 
begxui  to  hate  him  in  pm|)ortion  to  the  self-convic- 
tion  I  felt,  perceiving  that  I  liad  involved  invself  in 
aditficultv  from  which  I  should  not  Ix*  easilv  disen- 
gageiL  For  the  prexiit,  liowrvi  r,  I  found  means  to 
postp<jne  mv  dcvlanition.    lie  adniitte<l  my  excuse, 

and  I  returned  to  Ix>ndon  with  I^ord  B  ,  wlio 

was  again  sunnnonetl  to  the  field  by  his  former 
challenger. 

H — d — n,  governor,  counsellor,  and  steward  to 

this  little  hero,  came  to  Lonl  B          with  a  verbal 

message,  importing  that  his  lordship  had  changed 
his  mind  about  going  to  Flanders,  but  expected  to 
meet  him,  on  such  a  dav  and  hour,  in  the  burving- 

ground  near  Red  Lion  Square.  Lord  B  accepted 

the  challenge,  and  gave  me  an  account  of  what  had 
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paned ;  but  he  had  been  antici|)jite(l  by  the  mes* 
M'nger,  \*ho  \uu\  alnady  trietl  to  alann  niv  fean 
fnm\  the  cx^iisideration  of  tlie  consequence,  that  I 
might  take  some  iiiciLsures  to  prevent  tlieir  meeting. 
I  |M?rceivetl  his  drift,  and  told  him  phiinlv,  that 

Ix3nl    had  no  intention  to  risk  his  pen»on, 

though  he  endeavoured  with  all  his  might  to  per- 
Buade  me,  that  his  principal  was  desperate  and 
detenu ine<l.  I  knew  my  little  hasband  too  well 
to  tliink  he  would  bring  matters  to  any  dangerous 
issue,  and  was  appri'hensive  of  nothing  but  foul  plav« 
from  the  villany  of  H — n,  with  which  I  wm  e<juallv 
well  actjuainti'd.    Indeed,  I  signified  my  doubts  on 

that  score  to  Mr.  \\  ,  who  wduld  have  attended 

his  kinsman  to  the  field,  had  he  not  thought  he 
nnght  Ik*  liable  to  censure,  if  anything  should  hap(K*n 

to  \Am\  li  ,  Ixx-ause  he  hiniM'lf  wits  heir-at-law. 

For  that  reason  he  judiciously  d(vline<l  lieing  per- 
sonally concvmetl ;  and  we  pitchwl  u|K>n  the  F^rl  of 

A  ,  his  lonlship's  unt  ie,  who  willingly  undertook 

the  ofri(x\ 

At  the  appointi*<l  time  they  went  to  the  liouse  of 
rendezvoiw,  where  they  hmi  not  waitixl  long  when 
the  challenger  ap|H'aml,  in  a  new  pink  vitin  waist- 
txMit,  which  he  had  put  on  for  the  <Hx-iLsion,  with  his 
swonl  under  his  arm,  and  his  stewanl  by  him,  leav- 
ing, in  a  hacknev-awich  at  some  distance,  a  surgeon 
whoni  he  had  pnjvidtti  fc^r  the  can*  of  his  {lerHon. 
Thus  e<|uip|H-<l  he  iulvanix'tl  to  his  antagonist,  and 
desiivd  him  to  choo'>e  his  gmund  ;  U|M)n  which  Lord 

B          told  him,  that  if  he  must  fall,  it  was  not 

material  which  grave  ho  should  tumble  over. 
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Oiir  little  lu'm,  rnulin^  hiiu  n»»  jiKwe  aiuI  di-tor- 

min«*(l,  tiinuti  to  \jon\  A  ,  iiihI  dt^Nini!  to  HjM'nk 

«ith  him,  tluit  he  nii^ht  dithiinlen  Ihn  (-oiiMMeiicc 
bi'fore  thev  ftlitniKl  W-^ui  the  work  of  iKath.  They 
Acconlin^ly  wnit  iv^uiv ;  aiid  he  gn^e  him  to  iituler- 

»tAji(l,  tliAt  hill  motive  for  fi^htiii^,  wiw  I^ml  H  *n 

cietniniii^  his  wife  from  him  l)y  c*om|>iiUion.  'Hie 

t^rl  of  A  aj»umi  him,  he  wm  egre^ously  min- 

tnien  in  hi«  wnjecturv ;  timt  hi*  m  phew  unetl  no 
font!  or  unilue  intluence  to  keep  me  in  his  hoiuc ; 
biit  it  cuuUl  not  \ye  ex|>ecte<l  tlmt  he  would  turn  me 
out  of  (ioopi. 

'nii«»  eiplanjition  was  altop'thtT  Hati^fiutory  to 

lioni   ,  who  Miitl  \\e  wa-i  far  from  being  so 

unroMonable,  as  to  expect  Ix)nl  H  would  com- 
mit such  A  brench  of  hcMpitality  ;  and  all  he  de^tireil 
WM,  that  his  wife  .nhould  \x  left  to  her  own  iiu  lina- 
tionii.  l'|x)n  these  articles  |M'ace  \*a.s  concludi*<l, 
and  thev  j>arte<l  without  blotxlshctl.  At  Icjcst  these 
are  the  |)articular«  of  the  f»torv»  as  thev  were  related 

bv  lyonl  A  ,  with  whom  I  lauglie*!  heartily  at 

the  miventure,  for  I  never  doubted  that  the  chal- 
lenger would  find  some  ex|xtlient  to  prevent  the 
duel,  though  I  wondereii  how  he  mustered  up  resolu- 
tion enough  to  carry  it  so  far. 

That  he  might  not,  however,  give  as  any  more 
trouble,  we  resolved  to  go  and  enjoy  ourselvc*s  in 
Fnuice,  whither  I  went  by  mvself,  in  hopes  of  Ix'ing 
soon  joined  bv  mv  lover,  who  wtis  obliged  to  stav 
some  time  longer  in  England,  to  settle  his  affairs. 
He  was  so  much  affected  at  our  parting,  though  but 
for  a  few  weeks,  that  he  wiis  almost  distracted. 
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And  this  affliction  runewwl  my  trn(lfnH*s.s  for  him, 
liecau-se  it  was  an  undoiihteil  proof  of  his  h)ve.  I 
wn)te  to  him  every  pont  fmni  Fmncx?;  and,  as  I  had 
no  secrets  desired  him  to  tiike  care  of  all  the  lettera 
that  should  ct)me  to  his  hoiisi»,  dinx  tetl  to  me,  after 
mv  departure  from  England. 

'HiiH  wjLH  an  unfortunate  oflice  for  him,  in  tlie  exe- 
cution of  wliirh  he  chance*!  to  o|X'n  a  letter  from 

Sir  T          A  ,  with  whom,  as  I  hfxw  already 

obaen'edf  I  had  tome  com*s{M)ndencx*  at  liath.  I 
had,  accf)nling  to  my  pronjisc-,  given  this  g(>ntlemaii 
A  deciMve  answer,  im|)orting  that  I  was  detennined 
to  remain  in  my  pn-j^ent  nituation  ;  hut  an  I^rd 
B—  wan  ignorant  of  my  sentiments  in  that  jwir- 
ticular,  and  iK-nvixt-d  fmm  the  letter  that  something 
extraonlinary  hiul  |>itssf<l  Ix'twci-n  us,  and  that  I  was 
eame»tlv  solicited  to  leave  him,  he  was  seized  with 
the  utnH>^t  txinsteniation  anil  conceni ;  and,  having 
previous! V  obtained  the  King's  leave  to  go  abroad, 
set  out  that  \'cry  night  for  France,  leaving  his  affairs 
in  the  greatest  confusicm. 

Sir  T          A          hearing  I  was  gone,  without 

understanding  tlie  cause  of  my  <leparture,  took  the 
.siime  route,  and  Ixith  arrivwl  at  lX)ver  next  day. 
'Hiey  heiinl  of  each  others  motions.  Emh  briU'd 
the  master  of  a  packet-boat  to  tnuisport  him  witli 
expedition;  but  that  di'})cnding  u\xm  the  nind, 
l)oth  reiu  hetl  (  alai.H  at  the  .same  time,  though  in  dif- 
ferent vi'ssel.H.    Sir  T  sent  his  valet -<le-chambre 

jKwt,  with  a  letter,  entreating  me  to  accompany  him 
into  Italv,  when»  he  would  niake  me  mistress  of  his 
whole  fortune,  and  to  set  out  directlv  for  that  country, 
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iliat  hv  iiii^ht  not  Km**  uh*  by  llu*  ftirivul  of  Ijorxl 
B— 9  pniiiiioin^  to  join  nic  on  the  nxul,  if  I  would 
oooient  tu  mnkc  him  lutppy.  I  Miit  hi^  mi'xscngtT 
bAck  with  All  luiHWiT,  whm*in  I  i  xjin-yv-^ti  MirpriM-  iit 
hi-t  pn»|M»wiJs  nfXvr  lutvin^  .si^iifiitl  my  resohition 
to  him  bfforv  I  Kft  Kii^'l/uul.  lit*  wa«  M-artf  <Ii?»- 
mivMti,  wIkii  I  nxx'ivwl  tuiothi  r  U-tttT  fnun  I  Ami 

B  ,  bwatx-hin^  mv  to  mtvt  him  at  C'lennont, 

upon  thf  TXMui  fn>m  CaUutt ;  nntl  conjiirin^  me  to 
Avoid  the  light  of  hU  rivnl«  Oioiild  he  ^'t  the  stnrt 
of  him  in  tim%*vlling.    'Hiis  howi-xfr,  wils  not  hkely 

to  f)e  the  auH.%  ha  \joni  U          nxle  |M*>t,  luid  the 

other  wa-s  by  his  coq)uIenci\  oliH^**!  to  tnivel  in  a 
dmiv;  yet,  that  I  nn^ht  not  inen-aM?  his  anxiety,  I 
\v(i  l*iiris  immethiitcly  on  tiie  receipt  of  his  message, 
and  met  him  at  the  ap(Xiinti*d  phux.%  where  he  re- 
ceiveil  me  with  all  the  a^tation  of  joy  and  fear,  and 

asked  if  I  had  ever  cnooumpxl  Sir  T   A  

in  liisaddranB  '  I  very  candidlv  told  him  the  whole 
transaction,  at  w  hich  he  wax  inceiiMtl ;  but  hi.s  indig- 
nation was  soon  ap|K-a.sed,  w  hen  I  pmfes.se<l  my  {x?ni- 
tenee,  and  aaiured  him  that  I  luui  totiilly  rejected 
his  rival.    Not  that  I  approve  of  niv  iK'haviour  to 

Sir  T  ,  who,  I  own,  wa.s  ill-used  in  this  affair; 

but  surely  it  waa  more  excusiible  to  halt  here,  than 
proceed  farther  in  my  indist-retion. 

My  lover  being  satisfied  with  niv  (lt(  laration,  we 
went  together  to  Paris,  being  attended  by  the  Scotch- 
man, whom  I  have  alrea/lv  mentioned,  though  I  be- 
lieve he  was  not  over  and  alx)ve  well  pleased  to  see 
matters  thus  amicablv  compromised.  'ITie  furious 
knight  followed  us  to  the  capital ;  iiisi.sted  on  seeing 
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me  in  person  ;  told  this  North  Briton,  that  I  was 
actually  engaged  to  him ;  wrote  every  hour,  and 
railed  at  my  pei^fidious  conduct.  I  took  no  notice 
of  these  delirious  transports,  which  were  also  disre- 
garded by  Lord  B  ,  till,  one  night,  he  was  exas- 

j)erated  by  the  insinuations  of  Mr.  C  ,  who,  I 

believe,  inflamed  his  jealousy,  by  hinting  a  suspicion 
that  I  was  really  in  love  with  his  rival.  What  passed 
betwixt  them  I  know  not,  but  he  sent  for  me  from 
the  opera,  by  a  physician  of  Paris,  who  was  a  sort  of 
go-between  among  us  all,  and  who  told  me,  that,  if  I 
did  not  come  home  in  the  instant,  a  duel  would  be 
fought  on  my  account. 

I  was  very  much  shocked  at  this  information ;  but, 
by  being  used  to  alarms  from  the  liehaviour  of  Lord 
 ,  I  hiu\  ac(juired  a  pretty  good  share  of  resolu- 
tion, and  with  great  composure  entered  the  room 

where  Lord  li  was,  with  his  companion,  whom  I 

immediately  ordered  to  withdraw.  I  then  gave  his 
lordship  to  understand,  that  I  was  informed  of  what 
had  passed,  and  thought  myself  so  much  injured  by 
the  pei-son  who  had  just  quittcxl  the  apartment,  that 
I  would  no  longer  live  under  the  same  roof  with 
him. 

Lord  B          raved  like  a  bedlamite,  taxing  me 

with  want  of  candour  and  affection  ;  but  I  easily 
justified  my  own  integrity,  and  gave  him  such  assur- 
ances of  my  love,  that  his  jealousy  subsided,  and  his 
spirits  were  recom posed.  Nevertheless,  I  insisted 
upon  his  dismissing  Mr.  C  ,  on  pain  of  my  leav- 
ing the  house,  as  I  could  not  help  thinking  he  had 
used  his  endeavours  to  prejudice  me  in  the  opinion 
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of  my  lonl.  If  his  conduct  was  the  result  of  fi  ieiul- 
sliip  for  his  patron,  he  certainly  acted  the  part  of  an 
Iionest  and  trusty  adlierent.  hut  I  could  not  easily 
forgive  him,  btvause,  a  few  weeks  before,  he  had,  bv 
my  interest,  obtained  a  considerable  addition  to  his 
allowance;  and  even  after  the  steps  he  had  taken  to 
disoblige  me,  I  was  not  so  much  his  enemy  but  that 

I  prevailetl  upon  Ix)rd  H          to  double  his  salary, 

that  his  leaving  the  family  might  Ix,*  no  detriment 
to  his  fortune. 

His  lortlship  having  complied  with  my  demand, 
this  gentleman,  after  having  stayed  three  days  in 
the  house,  to  pivpiire  for  his  departure,  during  which 
I  would  not  suffer  him  to  Ixi  admitted  into  my  pres- 
ence, made  liis  retreat  with  a  fine  young  girl,  who 
was  my  companion ;  and  I  have  never  seen  him  since 
that  time. 

Sir  T  still  continued  furious,  and  would  not 

take  a  denial,  except  from  my  own  mouth ;  upon 
which,  with  the  approb^ition  of  Lord  B  ,  I  in- 
dulged him  with  an  interview.  He  entered  the 
apartment  with  a  stem  countenance,  and  told  me 
I  had  used  him  ill.  I  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge, 
and  begged  his  pardon  accordingly.  I  attempted 
to  reason  the  case  with  him,  but  he  would  hear  no 
arguments  except  his  own,  and  even  tried  to  intimi- 
date me  with  threats ;  which  provoked  me  to  such 
a  degree,  that  I  defied  his  vengeance.  I  told  him, 
that  I  feared  nothing  but  the  report  of  my  own 
conscience ;  that,  though  I  had  acted  a  simple  part, 
he  durst  not  sav  there  was  anything  criminal  in  my 
conduct  ;  and  that,  from  his  present  frantic  and 
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unjust  l)ehaviour,  I  thought  mvself  liaj)pv  in  liaving 
escaped  hiin.  He  swore  I  was  tlie  most  inflexible  of 
all  creatures,  asked  if  nothing  would  move  me?  and 
when  I  answered,  **  Nothing,"^  took  his  leave,  and 
never  after  persecuted  me  with  his  addresses  ;  though 
I  have  heard  he  was  vain  and  false  enough  to  boast 
of  favoui-s,  which,  upon  my  honour,  he  never  received, 
as  he  himself,  at  one  time,  owned  to  Dr.  Cant  well,  at 
Paris. 

While  he  underwent  all  this  frenzy  and  distrac- 
tion upon  my  account,  he  was  loved  with  the  same 
violence  of  passion  bv  a  cei*tain  Scotch  lady  of  qual- 
ity, wlio,  when  he  followed  me  to  France,  pursued 
him  thither  with  the  Siime  eagerness  and  expedition. 
Far  from  being  jealous  of  me  as  a  rival,  she  used  to 
come  to  my  house,  implore  my  good  oflices  with 
the  object  of  her  love,  and,  laying  herself  on  the 
floor  at  full  length  Ix^fore  the  Are,  weep  and  cry  like 
a  person  bereft  of  her  senses.  She  bitterly  com- 
plained that  he  had  never  obliged  her  but  once ;  and 
begged,  with  the  most  eaniest  supplications,  that  I 
would  give  her  an  opportunity  of  seeing  him  at  my 
house.  Hut  I  thought  projjer  to  avoid  her  company, 
as  soon  as  I  perceived  her  intention. 

We  continued  at  Paris  for  some  time,  during 
which  I  contrac  ted  an  acquaintance  with  the  sister 

of  Madam  [de]  la  T  .    She  was  the  supposed 

mistress  of  the  Prince  of  C  ,  endowed  with  a 

great  share  of  understanding,  and  loved  pleasure  to 
excess,  thougli  she  maintained  her  reputation  on  a 
respectable  footing,  by  living  with  her  husband  and 
mother.    This  ladv,  perceiving  that  1  had  inspired 
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hiT  lover  \vitli  >i  passion,  wliicli  ^ave  int'  uneasiness 
on  lier  account,  aitiiallv  pnictised  all  hvv  elocjiience 
anil  art  in  pei-siiadin^  me  to  listen  to  his  love;  for 
it  wius  a  maxim  with  her  to  please  him  at  any  rate. 
I  was  shoeked  at  her  indelieate  eomplaisanee,  and 
ivjeete<l  the  proposed  as  repu«^nant  to  my  present 
eni^a«^ement,  which  I  held  tis  siiered  as  any  nuptial 
tie,  and  nuich  moi-e  bindin«^  than  a  forced  or  un- 
natunil  marria«re. 

Upon  our  return  to  En<^]and,  we  lived  in  great 
harmony  and  jK'ace ;  and  nothing  was  wanting  to 
my  happiness,  but  the  one  thing  to  me  the  most 
needful  —  I  mean  the  endianting  tenderness  and  de- 
lightful enthusittsm  of  love.    Lord  B  's  heart,  I 

believe,  felt  the  soft  impressions;  and,  for  my  own 
part,  I  loved  him  with  the  most  faithful  affection. 
It  is  not  enough  to  say  I  w  ished  him  well  ;  I  had  the 
most  delicate,  the  most  genuine  esteem  for  his 
virtue  ;  I  had  an  intimate  regard  and  anxiety  for  his 
interest ;  and  felt  for  him  as  if  he  had  been  my  own 
son.  But  still  there  was  a  vacancy  in  my  heart; 
there  was  not  that  fervour,  that  transport,  that 
ecstasy  of  passion  w  hich  I  had  formerly  known  ;  my 
bosom  was  not  filled  with  the  little  deity ;  I  could 
not  help  recalling  to  my  remembrance  the  fond  — 

the  ravishing  moments  I  had  passed  with  S  . 

Had  I  undei*stood  the  conditions  of  life,  those  pleas- 
ures were  happily  exchanged  for  my  present  situation, 
because,  if  I  was  now  deprived  of  those  rapturous 
enjoyments,  I  was  also  exempted  from  the  cares  and 
anxiety  that  attended  them  ;  but  I  was  generally 
extravagant  in  my  notions  of  happiness,  and  therefore 

[181] 


PEREGRINE  PICKLE 


construed  my  present  traiKjuillitv  into  an  insipid 
lani^iior,  and  stiignation  of  life. 

W'liile  I  i-einained  in  this  inactivity  of  sentiment, 
Lord  ,  having  received  a  very  considerable  addi- 
tion to  his  fortune,  sent  a  message  to  me,  promising, 

that  if  I  would  leave  Lord  R  ,  he  would  make 

me  a  present  of  a  house  and  furniture,  where  I  should 
live  at  my  ease,  without  iKMng  exposed  to  his  visits, 
except  when  I  should  Ik?  disposed  to  receive  them. 
'Iliis  proposiil  he  made  in  consetpience  of  what  I  had 
always  declareil,  namely,  that  if  he  had  not  retluced 
me  to  the  necessity  of  putting  myself  under  the  pro- 
tection of  some  |K'rson  or  other,  by  depriving  me  of 
any  other  means  of  subsistence,  I  should  never  have 
given  the  world  the  least  cause  to  scandalise  mv 
nputation  ;  and  that  I  would  withdraw  myself  fn)m 
my  present  dependence,  as  soon  as  he  should  enable 
me  to  live  by  nivs^lf.  I  wtis  therefore  re>olveil  to  Ix,* 
as  go(xl  jLs  xuy  word,  and  accepted  his  offer,  on  con- 
dition that  I  should  Ixj  wholly  at  my  own  disposal, 
and  that  he  should  never  enter  my  door  but  as  a 
visibmt  or  common  frii  iul. 

These  articles  Ix'iui;  ratifitni  by  his  word  and  honour, 
the  value  of  which  I  did  not  then  know,  a  house  was 
funn*she<l  according  to  mv  directions;  and  I  signified 

my  intention  to  Lord  R  ,  who  consented  to  my 

removal,  with  this  proviso,  that  I  should  continue 

to  see  him.    I  wrote  also  to  his  relation,  Mr.  R  , 

who,  in  his  answer,  observed,  that  it  was  too  late  to 
advise,  when  I  was  actually  determined.  All  my 
friends  and  actpiaintance  approved  of  the  scheme, 
though  it  was  one  of  the  most  unjustifiable  steps  I 
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had  t'ver  taken,  Ikmii^  a  n'ul  act  of  ingratitude  to  inv 
benefactor;  which  I  scM)n  did,  and  always  shall  regret 
and  ctHuienni.  So  little  is  the  world  (|ualific(l  to 
judtce  of  private  afl'airs  I 

Wlu'ii  the  time  of  our  parting  drew  near,  Lord 

11          iKtaine  gltH>niy  and  discontcnte<l,  and  even 

entreate<l  nie  to  postpone  my  resolution;  but  I  told 
him,  that  now  everything  was  prepared  for  my 
reception,  I  could  not  n-tract  without  incurring  the 
imputation  of  folly  and  extmvagance.    On  the  very 

day  of  my  departure,  Mr.  H  endeavoured,  with 

all  the  argunjents  he  could  sug<^est,  to  dissuade  me 
from  my  purjxjse ;  and  I  made  use  of  tlie  same 
answer  which  had  satisfitnl  his  friend.  Findinjr  me 
determinetl  on  removin*^,  he  bui"st  out  into  a  Hood 

of  tears,  exclaimint;,     Hy  G — d  !  if  Lord  H  can 

Ix^ar  it,  I  can't.''  I  was  thunderstnick  at  this  ex- 
pression ;  for  thouj^li  I  had  Ihcm  told  that  Mr. 

B  was  in  love  with  me,  I  gave  no  credit  to  the 

report,  because  he  hatl  never  declared  his  passion, 
and  this  was  the  first  hint  of  it  that  eyer  escaped 
him  in  my  hearing.  I  was  therefore  so  much  amazed 
at  the  circumstance  of  this  abrupt  explanation, 
that  I  could  make  no  answer ;  but  having  taken 
my  leave,  went  away,  ruminating  on  the  unexpected 
declaration. 

Lord  B  ,  as  I  was  informed,  spoke  not  a  word 

that  whole  night,  and  took  my  leaying  him  so  much 
to  heart,  that  two  years  elapsed  before  he  got  the 
better  of  his  grief.  This  intelligence  I  afterwards 
receiyed  from  his  owti  mouth,  and  asked  his  forgive- 
ness for  mv  unkind  retreat,  though  I  shall  never  be 

[  183  ] 


PEREGRINE  PICKLE 


able  to  obtain  my  own.    As  for  Mr.  B  ,  he  was 

overwlielmecl  with  sorrow,  and  made  such  efforts  to 
suppress  his  concern,  as  had  well-nigh  cost  him  his 

life.    Dr.  S  was  called  to  him  in  the  middle  of  the 

night,  and  found  him  almost  suffocated.  He  soon 
guessed  the  cause,  when  he  understood  that  I  had 
left  the  house.  So  that  I  myself  wjvs  the  only  per- 
son concerned,  who  was  utterly  ignorant  of  his 
affection  ;  for  I  solennily  declare  he  never  gave  me 
the  least  reason  to  suspect  it  while  I  lived  with  his 
relation,  because  he  had  too  much  honour  to  entertain 
a  thought  of  supplanting  his  friend,  and  too  goml  an 
opinion  of  me  to  Ix'lieve  he  should  liave  succeeded  in 

the  attempt.    Though  my  love  for  Lord  B  w;is 

not  so  tender  and  interesting  as  the  passion  I  had 

felt  for  S  ,  my  fidelity  was  inviolable,  and  I  never 

harbouretl  the  most  disbxnt  thought  of  any  other 
|)erson,  till  after  I  had  resolved  to  leave  him,  when, 
I  own,  I  afforded  some  small  encouragement  to  the 
addi-esses  of  a  new  admirer,  by  telling  him,  that  I 
should,  in  a  little  time,  l)e  my  own  mistress,  though 
I  was  not  now  at  my  own  disposal. 

I  enjoyed  my  new  house  as  a  little  paradise.  It 
was  acconnnodated  with  all  sorts  of  conveniences ; 
everything  was  new,  and  therefore  pleasing,  and  the 
whole  absolutely  at  my  conunand.  I  had  the  com- 
pany of  a  relation,  a  very  good  woman,  with  whom 
I  lived  in  the  most  amicable  manner;  was  visited  by 
the  best  people  in  town  (I  mean  those  of  the  male 
sex,  the  ladies  having  long  ago  foi-saken  me)  ;  I  fre- 
(juented  all  repubible  places  of  public  entertainment, 
and  had  a  concert  at  home  once  a  week  ;  so  that  my 
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j^ays  rolleil  on  in  liap})incs,s  and  (juiet,  till  all  niv 
swi'ots  wcw  einhittemi  bv  the  vexatious  bfhavionr  of 
iiw  huslwmd,  who  lui^an  to  injpoitnne  nie  a^ain  to 
live  with  him  ;  and  by  the  incrciisin*^  anxiety  of  Lord 

1}  ,  who,  thou«^li  I  still  admitted  his  visits,  plainly 

j)ereeived  that  I  wanted  to  reliiujuish  his  corre- 
sjxmdenee.  'I'his  discovery  raised  sueh  tempests  of 
jealousy  and  despair  within  his  bix'ast,  that  he  kept 
me  in  continual  alarm.  He  sent  messages  to  me 
every  hour,  signe<l  his  letters  with  his  own  blood, 
raveil  like  a  man  in  ecstasy  of  nwuhiess,  railed  at  my 
in«;ratitude,  and  praised  my  conduct  by  tiu'us.  lie 
offered  to  sacrifice  evervthini^  for  my  love,  to  leave 
the  kingdom  forthwith,  and  live  with  me  for  ever  in 
any  part  of  the  world  where  I  should  choose  to 
reside. 

ITiese  were  generous  and  tempting  proposals  ;  but 
I  was  beset  with  counsclloi's  who  were  not  totally 
disinterested,  and  who  dissuaded  me  from  embracing 

the  proffers  of  my  lover,  on  pretence  that  Lord  

would  be  highly  injured  by  my  compliance.  I 
listened  to  their  advice,  and  hardened  my  heart 

against  Lord  B  "s  sorrow  and  solicitations.  My 

behaviour  on  this  occasion  is  altogether  unaccount- 
able; this  was  the  only  time  that  ever  I  was  a  slave 

to  admonition.    The  condition  of  Lord  B  would 

have  melted  any  heart  but  mine,  and  yet  mine  was 
one  of  the  most  sensible.  Lie  employed  his  cousin  as 
an  advocate  with  me,  till  that  gentleman  actually 
refiised  the  office,  telling  him  candidly,  that  his 
own  inclinations  were  too  much  engaged  to  permit 
him  to  perform  the  task  with  fidelity  and  truth. 
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He  accordingly  resolved  to  avoid  my  presence,  until 
my  lord  and  I  should  come  to  some  final  determina- 
tion, which  was  greatly  retarded  by  the  persever- 
ance of  his  lordship,  who  would  not  resign  his 
hopes,  even  when  I  pretended  that  another  man 
had  engaged  my  heart,  but  said,  that  in  time  my 
affection  might  return. 

Our  coiTespondence,  however,  gradually  wore  off ; 

upon  which  Mr.  B  renewed  his  visits,  and  many 

agreeable  and  happy  hours  we  passed  together.  Not 
that  he,  or  any  other  person  whom  I  now  saw,  suc- 
ceeded to  the  privilege  of  a  fortunate  lover ;  I  knew 
he  loved  me  to  madness ;  but  I  would  not  gratify 
his  passion  any  other  way  than  by  the  most  pro- 
found esteem  and  veneration  for  his  virtues,  which 
were  altogether  amiable  and  sublime  ;  and  I  would 
here  draw  his  character  minutely,  but  it  would  take 
up  too  much  time  to  set  forth  his  merit ;  the  only 
man  living  of  my  acquaintance  who  resembles  him, 

is  Lord  F  ,  of  whom  I  shall  speak   in  the 

sequel. 

About  this  time  I  underwent  a  very  interesting 
change  in  the  situation  of  my  heart.    I  had  sent  a 

message  to  my  old  lover  S  ,  desiring  he  would 

allow  my  picture,  which  was  in  his  possession,  to  be 
copied ;  and  he  now  transmitted  it  to  me  by  my 
lawyer,  whom  he  directed  to  ask,  if  I  intended  to 
be  at  the  next  masquerade  ?  This  curiosity  had  a 
strange  effect  upon  my  spirits  ;  my  heart  fluttered 
at  the  question,  and  my  imagination  glowed  with 
a  thousand  fond  presages.  I  answered  in  the  affirm- 
ative ;  and  we  met  by  accident  at  the  ball.    I  could 
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not  behold  hini  without  emotion ;  when  he  accosted 
me,  liis  well-known  voice  made  my  heart  vibrate, 
like  a  musical  chord,  when  its  unison  is  struck.  All 
the  ideas  of  our  past  love,  which  the  lapse  of  time 
and  absence  had  enfeebled  and  lulled  to  sleep,  now 
awoke,  and  were  reinspired  by  his  appearance ;  so 
that  his  artful  excuses  were  easily  admitted.  I  for- 
gave him  all  that  I  had  suffered  on  his  account, 
because  he  was  the  natural  lord  of  my  affection ; 
and  our  former  correspondence  was  renewed. 

I  thought  myself  in  a  new  world  of  bliss  in  conse- 
quence of  this  reconciliation,  the  rapture  of  which 
continued  unimpaired  for  the  space  of  four  months, 
during  which  time  he  was  fonder  of  me,  if  possible, 
than  before,  repeated  his  promise  of  marriage,  if  we 
should  ever  have  it  in  our  power ;  assured  me  he  had 
never  been  happy  since  he  left  me  ;  that  he  believed 
no  woman  had  ever  loved  like  me.  And  indeed,  to 
have  a  notion  of  my  passion  for  that  man,  you  must 
first  have  loved  as  I  did.  But,  through  a  strange 
caprice,  I  broke  off  the  correspondence,  out  of  appre- 
hension that  he  would  forsake  me  again.  From  his 
past  conduct  I  dreaded  what  might  happen  ;  and 
the  remembrance  of  what  I  had  undergone  by  his 
inconstancy,  filled  my  imagination  with  such  horror, 
that  I  could  not  endure  the  shocking  prospect,  and 
prematurely  plunged  myself  into  the  danger,  rather 
than  endure  the  terrors  of  expectation,  I  remem- 
bered that  his  former  attachment  began  in  the 
season  of  my  prosperity,  when  my  fortune  was  in 
the  zenith,  and  my  youth  in  its  prime ;  and  that  he 
had  forsaken  me  in  the  day  of  trouble  when  my  life 
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became  embarrassed,  and  my  circumstances  were  on 
the  decline.  I  foresaw  nothing  but  continual  perse- 
cution from  my  husband,  and  feared,  that,  once  the 
keener  transports  of  our  reconciliation  should  be 
over,  his  affection  would  sink  under  the  severity  of 
its  trial.  In  consequence  of  this  desertion,  I  received 
a  letter  from  him,  acknowledging  that  he  was  rightly 
served,  but  that  my  retreat  gave  him  inexpressible 
concern. 

Meanwhile  Lord    continued  to  act  in  the 

character  of  a  fiend,  tormenting  me  with  his  nauseous 
importunities.     He  prevailed  upon  the  Duke  of 

L  to  employ  his  influence  in  persuading  me  to 

live  with  him ;  assuring  his  grace,  that  I  had 
actually  promised  to  give  him  that  proof  of  my 
obedience,  and  that  I  would  come  home  the  sooner 
for  being  pressed  to  compliance  by  a  person  of  his 
rank  and  character.  Induced  by  these  representa- 
tions, the  duke  honoured  me  with  a  visit ;  and,  in 
the  course  of  his  exhortations,  I  understood  how  he 
had  been  thus  misinformed.    Upon  which  I  sent  for 

Lord  ,  and,  in  his  presence,  convicted  him  of 

the  falsehood,  by  communicating  to  his  grace  the 
articles  of  our  last  agreement,  which  he  did  not 
think  proper  to  deny ;  and  the  duke,  being  unde- 
ceived, declared,  that  he  would  not  have  given  me 
the  trouble  of  vindicating  myself,  had  he  not  been 
misled  by  the  insincerity  of  my  lord. 

Baffled  in  this  attempt,  he  engaged  Mr.  H  

V  ,  and  afterwards  my  own  father,  in  the  same 

task ;  and  though  I  still  adhered  to  my  first  resolu- 
tion, persisted  with  such  obstinacy  in  his  endeavours 
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to  make  me  unhappy,  that  I  determined  to  leave 
the  kingdom.  Accordingly,  after  I  had  spent  the 
evening  with  him  at  Ranelagh,  I  went  away  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  leaving  my  companion, 
with  directions  to  restore  to  my  lord  his  house, 
furniture,  plate,  and  everything  he  had  given  me 
since  our  last  accommodation ;  so  far  was  I,  upon 
this  occasion,  or  at  any  other  time  of  my  life,  from 
embezzling  any  part  of  his  fortune.  My  friend 
followed  my  instructions  most  punctually;  and  his 
lordship  knows  and  will  acknowledge  the  truth  of 
this  assertion. 

Thus  have  I  explained  the  true  cause  of  my  first 
expedition  to  Flanders,  whither  the  world  was  good- 
natured  enough  to  say,  I  followed  Mr.  B   and 

the  whole  army,  which  happened  to  be  sent  abroad 
that   summer.     Before   my  departure,  I  likewise 

transmitted  to  Lord  B  the  dressing  plate,  china, 

and  a  very  considerable  settlement,  of  which  he  had 
been  generous  enough  to  make  me  a  present.  This 
was  an  instance  of  my  integrity,  which  I  thought 
due  to  a  man  who  had  laid  me  under  great  obliga- 
tions ;  and  though  I  lived  to  be  refused  a  small  sum, 

both  by  him  and  S  ,  I  do  not  repent  of  my 

disinterested  behaviour ;  all  the  revenge  I  harbour 
against  the  last  of  these  lovers,  is  the  desire  of 
having  it  in  my  power  to  do  him  good. 

I  now  found  myself  adrift  in  the  world  again,  and 
very  richly  deserved  the  hardships  of  my  condition, 

for  my  indiscretion  in  leaving  Lord  B  ,  and  in 

trusting  to  the  word  of  Lord  ,  without  some 

further  security;  but  I  have  dearly  paid  for  my 
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imprudence.  The  more  I  saw  into  the  character  of 
this  man,  whom  destiny  hath  appointed  my  scourge, 
the  more  was  I  determined  to  avoid  his  fellowship 
and  communication ;  for  he  and  I  are,  in  point  of 
disposition,  as  opposite  as  any  two  principles  in 
nature.  In  the  first  place,  he  is  one  of  the  most 
unsocial  beings  that  ever  existed ;  when  I  was 
pleased  and  happy,  he  was  always  out  of  temper  ;  but 
if  he  could  find  means  to  overcast  and  cloud  my 
mirth,  though  never  so  innocent,  he  then  discovered 
signs  of  uncommon  satisfaction  and  content,  because, 
by  this  disagreeable  temper,  he  banished  all  company 
from  his  house.  He  is  extremely  weak  of  under- 
standing, though  he  possesses  a  good  share  of  low 
cunning,  which  has  so  egregiously  imposed  upon  some 
people,  that  they  have  actually  believed  him  a  good- 
natured  easy  creature,  and  blamed  me  because  I  did 
not  manage  him  to  better  purpose  ;  but,  upon  further 
acquaintance,  they  have  always  found  him  obstinate 
as  a  mule,  and  capricious  as  a  monkey.  Not  that 
he  is  utterly  void  of  all  commendable  qualities.  He 
is  punctual  in  paying  his  debts,  liberal  when  in  good- 
humour,  and  would  be  well-bred,  were  he  not  subject 
to  fits  of  absence,  during  which  he  is  altogether 
unconversable ;  but  he  is  proud,  naturally  suspicious, 
jealous,  equally  with  and  without  cause,  never  made 
a  friend,  and  is  an  utter  stranger  to  the  joys  of 
intimacy ;  in  short,  he  hangs  like  a  damp  upon 
society,  and  may  be  properly  called  Kill-joy,  an 
epithet  which  he  has  justly  acquired.  He  honours 
me  with  constant  professions  of  love ;  but  his  con- 
duct is  so  opposite  to  my  sentiments  of  that  passion, 
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as  to  have  been  the  prime  source  of  all  my  misfor- 
tunes and  affliction ;  and  I  have  often  wished  myself 
the  object  of  his  hate,  in  hopes  of  profiting  by  a 
change  in  his  behaviour. 

Indeed,  he  has  not  been  able  to  make  me  more 
unhappy  than  I  believe  he  is  in  his  own  mind ;  for 
he  is  literally  a  self-tormentor,  who  never  enjoyed  one 
gleam  of  satisfaction,  except  at  the  expense  of  another's 
quiet ;  and  yet  with  this  (I  had  almost  called  it 
diabolical)  quality,  he  expects  that  I  should  cherish 
him  with  all  the  tenderness  of  aflfection.  After  he 
has  been  at  pains  to  incur  my  aversion,  he  punishes 
my  disgust,  by  contriving  schemes  to  mortify  and 
pei-plex  me,  which  have  often  succeeded  so  effectually, 
as  to  endanger  my  life  and  constitution ;  for  I  have 
been  fretted  and  frighted  into  sundry  fits  of  illness,  and 
then  I  own  I  have  experienced  his  care  and  concern. 

Over  and  above  the  oddities  I  have  mentioned,  he 
is  so  unsteady  in  his  economy,  that  he  is  always  new- 
modelling  his  affairs,  and  exhausting  his  fortune,  by 
laying  out  ten  pounds,  in  order  to  save  a  shilling. 
He  inquires  into  the  character  of  a  servant,  after  he 
has  lived  two  years  in  his  family,  and  is  so  ridiculously 
stocked  with  vanity  and  self-conceit,  that,  notwith- 
standing my  assurance  before,  and  the  whole  series 
of  my  conduct  since  our  marriage,  which  ought  to 
have  convinced  him  of  my  dislike,  he  is  still  per- 
suaded, that,  at  bottom,  I  must  admire  and  be  enam- 
oured of  his  agreeable  person  and  accomplishments, 
and  that  I  would  not  fail  to  manifest  my  love,  were 
I  not  spirited  up  against  him  by  his  own  relations. 
Perhaps  it  might  be  their  interest  to  foment  the 
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misunderstanding  betwixt  us ;  but  really  they  give 
themselves  no  trouble  about  our  affairs ;  and,  so  far 
as  I  know  them,  are  a  very  good  sort  of  people.  On 
the  whole,  I  think  I  may  with  justice  pronounce  my 
precious  yokefellow  a  trifling,  teasing,  insufferable, 
inconsistent  creature. 

With  the  little  money  which  remained  of  what  I 
had  received  from  his  lordship  for  housekeeping,  I 
transported  myself  to  Manders,  and  arrived  in  Ghent 
a  few  days  after  our  troops  were  quartered  in  that 
city,  which  was  so  much  crowded  with  these  new 
visitants,  that  I  should  have  found  it  impracticable 
to  procure  a  lodging,  had  I  not  been  accommodated 
by  Lord  R  B  ,  the  Duke  of  A  's  young- 
est brother,  who  very  politely  gave  me  up  his  own. 

Here  I  saw  my  friend  Mr.  B  ,  who  was  overjoyed 

at  my  arrival,  though  jealous  of  every  man  of  his 
acquaintance ;  for  he  loved  me  with  all  the  ardour 
of  passion,  and  I  regarded  him  with  all  the  perfection 
of  friendship,  which,  had  he  lived,  in  time  might 
have  produced  love ;  though  that  was  a  fruit  which 
it  never  brought  forth.  Notwithstanding  his  earnest 
solicitations  to  the  contrary,  I  stayed  but  a  week  in 
Ghent,  from  whence  I  proceeded  to  Brussels,  and 
fixed  my  abode  in  the  Hotel  de  Flandre,  among  an 
agreeable  set  of  gentlemen  and  ladies,  with  whom  I 
spent  my  time  very  cheerfully.  There  was  a  sort  of 
court  in  this  city,  frequented  by  all  the  officers  who 
could  obtain  permission  to  go  thither ;  and  the  place 
in  general  was  gay  and  agreeable.  I  was  introduced 
to  the  best  families,  and  very  happy  in  my  acquaint- 
ance ;  for  the  ladies  were  polite,  good-tempered,  and 
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obliging,  and  treated  me  with  the  utmost  hospitality 
and  respect.  Among  others,  I  contracted  a  friend- 
ship with  Madam  la  Comptesse  de  C  and  her 

two  daughters,  who  were  very  amiable  young  ladies  ; 

and  became  intimate  with  the  Princess  C  and 

Countess  W  ,  lady  of  the  bedchamber  to  the 

Queen  of  Hungary,  and  a  great  favourite  of  the 

governor  Monsieur  d  'H  ,  in  whose  house  she  lived 

with  his  wife,  who  was  also  a  lady  of  a  very  engaging 
disposition. 

Soon  after  I  had  fixed  my  habitation  in  Brussels, 
the  company  at  our  hotel  was  increased  by  three 
officers,  who  professed  themselves  my  admirers,  and 
came  from  Ghent,  with  a  view  of  soliciting  my  love. 
This  triumvirate  consisted  of  the  Scotch  Earl  of 

 ,  Lord  R  M  ,  and  another  young  officer. 

The  first  was  a  man  of  a  very  genteel  figure  and 
amorous  complexion,  danced  well,  and  had  a  great 
deal  of  good-humour,  with  a  mixture  of  vanity  and 
self-conceit.  The  second  had  a  good  face,  though  a 
clumsy  person,  and  a  very  sweet  disposition,  very 
much  adapted  for  the  sentimental  passion  of  love. 

And  the  third,  Mr.  W  by  name,  was  tall,  thin, 

and  well-bred,  with  a  great  stock  of  good-nature  and 
vivacity.  These  adventurers  began  their  addresses 
in  general  acts  of  gallantry,  that  comprehended 
several  of  my  female  friends,  with  whom  we  used  to 
engage  in  parties  of  pleasure,  both  in  the  city  and 
the  environs,  which  are  extremely  agreeable.  When 
they  thouglit  they  had  taken  the  preliminary  steps 
of  securing  themselves  in  my  good  o[)inion  and 
esteem,  they  agreed  to  go  on  without  further  delay, 
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and  that  Lord  should  make  the  first  attack 

upon  my  heart. 

He  accordingly  laid  siege  to  me,  with  such  warmth 
and  assiduity,  that  I  believe  he  deceived  himself,  and 
began  to  think  he  was  actually  in  love ;  though,  at 
bottom,  he  felt  no  impulse  that  deserved  the  sacred 
name.  Though  I  discouraged  him  in  the  beginning, 
he  persecuted  me  with  his  addresses ;  he  always  sat 
by  me  at  dinner,  and  imparted  a  thousand  trifles  in 
continual  whispers,  which  attracted  the  notice  of  the 
company  so  much,  that  I  began  to  fear  his  behaviour 
would  give  rise  to  some  report  to  my  prejudice,  and 
therefore  avoided  him  with  the  utmost  caution. 
Notwithstanding  all  my  care,  however,  he  found 
means  one  night,  while  my  maid,  who  lay  in  my 
room,  went  downstairs,  to  get  into  my  chamber  after 
I  was  abed.  Upon  which,  I  started  up,  and  told 
him,  that,  if  he  should  approach  me,  I  would  alarm 
the  house ;  for  I  never  wanted  courage  and  resolution. 
Perceiving  my  displeasure,  he  kneeled  by  the  bedside, 
begged  I  would  have  pity  on  his  sufferings,  and  swore 
I  should  have  carte  blanche  to  the  utmost  extent  of 
his  fortune.  To  these  proposals  I  made  no  other 
reply,  but  that  of  protesting  I  would  never  speak  to 
him  again,  if  he  did  not  quit  my  apartment  that 
moment;  upon  which  he  thought  proper  to  with- 
draw ;  and  I  never  afterwards  gave  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  speaking  to  me  on  the  same  subject.  So 
that,  in  a  few  weeks,  he  separated  himself  from  our 
society;  though  the  ladies  of  Brussels  considered 
him  as  my  lover,  because,  of  all  the  other  officers,  he 
was  their  greatest  favourite. 
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His  lordship  being  thus  repulsed,  Mr.  W  took 

the  field,  and  assailed  my  heart  in  a  very  different 
manner.  He  said  he  knew  not  how  to  make  love, 
but  was  a  man  of  honour,  and  would  keep  the  secret, 
and  so  forth.  To  this  cavalier  address  I  answered, 
that  I  was  not  angry  as  I  otherwise  should  have 
been,  at  his  blunt  declaration,  because  I  found  by 
his  own  confession,  he  did  not  know  what  was  due  to 
the  sex ;  and  my  unhappy  situation  in  some  shape 
excused  him  for  a  liberty  which  he  would  not 
have  dreamed  of  taking,  had  not  my  misfortunes 
encouraged  his  presumption.  But  I  would  deal  with 
him  in  his  own  way;  and,  far  from  assuming  the 
prude,  frankly  assured  him,  that  he  was  not  at  all 
to  my  taste,  hoping  he  would  consider  my  dislike  as 
a  sufficient  reason  to  reject  his  love. 

Lord  R  began  to  feel  the  symptoms  of  a 

genuine  passion,  which  he  carefully  cherished  in 
silence,  being  naturally  diffident  and  bashful ;  but,  by 
the  very  means  he  used  to  conceal  it  from  my  obser- 
vation, I  plainly  discerned  the  situation  of  his  heart, 
and  was  not  at  all  displeased  at  the  progress  I  had 
made  in  his  inclinations.  Meanwhile  he  cultivated 
my  acquaintance  with  great  assiduity  and  respect, 
attended  me  in  all  my  excursions,  and  particularly  in 
an  expedition  to  Antwerp,  with  two  other  gentlemen, 
where,  in  downright  gaite  de  coeur^  we  sat  for  our 
pictures,  which  were  drawn  in  one  piece,  one  of 
the  party  being  represented  in  the  dress  of  a  hussar, 
and  another  in  that  of  a  running  footman.  This 
incident  I  mention,  because  the  performance,  which 
is  now  in  my  possession,  gave  birth  to  a  thousand 
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groundless  reports  circulated  in  England  at  our 
expense. 

It  was  immediately  after  this  jaunt  that  Lord 

R  began  to  disclose  his  passion ;   though  he 

at  the  same  time  started  such  objections  as  seemed 
well-nigh  to  extinguish  his  hopes,  lamenting,  that, 
even  if  he  should  have  the  happiness  to  engage 
my  affections,  his  fortune  was  too  inconsiderable  to 

support  us  against  the  efforts  of  Lord  ,  should 

he  attempt  to  interrupt  our  felicity  ;  and  that  he 
himself  was  obliged  to  follow  the  motions  of  the 
army.  In  short,  he  seemed  to  consider  my  felicity 
more  than  his  own,  and  behaved  with  such  delicacy, 
as  gradually  made  an  impression  on  my  heart  ;  so 
that,  when  we  parted,  we  agreed  to  renew  our  cor- 
respondence in  England. 

In  the  midst  of  these  agreeable  amusements,  which 
I  enjoyed  in  almost  all  the  different  towns  of  Flanders, 
I  happened  to  be  at  Ghent  one  day,  sitting  among  a 
good  deal  of  company,  in  one  of  their  hotels,  when  a 
post-chaise  stopped  at  the  gate  ;  upon  which  we  went 
to  the  windows  to  satisfy  our  curiosity,  when  who 
should  step  out  of  the  convenience,  but  my  little 
insignificant  lord?  I  no  sooner  announced  him  to 
the  company,  than  all  the  gentlemen  asked  whether 
they  should  stay  and  protect  me,  or  withdraw ;  and 
when  I  assured  them  that  their  protection  was  not 
necessary,  one  and  all  of  them  retired  ;  though  Lord 

R  M  went  no  farther  than  the  parlour  below, 

being  determined  to  screen  me  against  all  violence 
and  compulsion.  I  sent  a  message  to  my  lord, 
desiring  him  to  walk  up  into  my  apartment;  but 
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although  his  sole  errand  was  to  see  and  carry  me  off, 
he  would  not  venture  to  accept  of  my  invitation,  till 
he  had  demanded  me  in  form  from  the  governor  of 
the  place. 

That  gentleman,  being  altogether  a  stranger  to  his 
person  and  character,  referred  him  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  English  troops,  who  was  a  man  of 
honour,  and,  upon  his  lordship's  application,  pre- 
tended to  doubt  his  identity  ;  observing,  that  he  had 
always  heard  Lord  represented  as  a  jolly  cor- 
pulent man.  He  gave  him  to  understand,  however, 
that  even  granting  him  to  be  the  person,  I  was  by 
no  means  subject  to  military  law,  unless  he  could 
prove  that  I  had  ever  listed  in  his  Majesty's 
service. 

Thus  disappointed  in  his  endeavours,  he  returned  to 
the  inn,  and,  with  much  persuasion,  trusted  himself 
in  my  dining-room,  after  having  stationed  his  attend- 
ants at  the  door,  in  case  of  accidents.  When  I 
asked  what  had  procured  me  the  honour  of  this 
visit,  he  told  me,  his  business  and  intention  were  to 
carry  me  home.  This  declaration  produced  a  con- 
ference, in  which  I  argued  the  case  with  him  ;  and 
matters  were  accommodated  for  the  present,  by  my 
promising  to  be  in  England  some  time  in  Septem- 
ber, on  condition  that  he  would  permit  me  to  live  by 
myself,  as  before,  and  immediately  order  the  arrears 
of  my  pin-money  to  be  paid.  He  assented  to  every- 
thing I  proposed,  returned  in  peace  to  his  own 
country,  and  the  deficiencies  of  my  allowance  were 
made  good ;  while  I  returned  to  Brussels,  where  I 
stayed  until  my  departure  for  England,  which  I 
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regulated  in  such  a  manner  as  was  consistent  with 
my  engagement. 

I  took  lodgings  in  Pall  Mall,  and,  sending  for  my 
lord,  convinced  him  of  my  punctuality,  and  put  him 
in  mind  of  his  promise ;  when,  to  my  utter  astonish- 
ment and  confusion,  he  owned,  that  his  promise  was 
no  more  than  a  decoy  to  bring  me  over,  and  that  I 
must  lay  my  account  with  living  in  his  house  like  a 
dutiful  and  obedient  wife.  I  heard  him  with  the 
indignation  such  treatment  deserved,  upbraiding 
him  with  his  perfidious  dealing,  which  I  told  him 
would  have  determined  me  against  cohabitation  with 
him  had  I  not  been  already  resolved ;  and,  being  des- 
titute of  all  resource,  repaired  to  Bath,  where  I  after- 
wards met  with  Mr.  D          and  Mr.  R  ,  two 

gentlemen  who  had  been  my  fellow-passengers  in  the 
yacht  from  Flanders,  and  treated  me  with  great 
friendship  and  politeness,  without  either  talking  or 
thinking  of  love. 

With  these  gentlemen,  who  were  as  idle  as  myself, 
I  went  to  the  jubilee  at  Preston,  which  was  no  other 
than  a  great  number  of  people  assembled  in  a  small 
town,  extremely  ill-accommodated,  to  partake  of 
diversions  that  were  bad  imitations  of  plays,  concerts, 
and  masquerades.  If  the  world  should  place  to  the 
account  of  my  indiscretion  my  travelling  in  this  man- 
ner with  gentlemen  to  whom  I  had  no  particular  at- 
tachment, let  it  also  be  considered,  as  an  alleviation, 
that  I  always  lived  in  terror  of  my  lord,  and  conse- 
quently was  often  obliged  to  shift  my  quarters ;  so 
that,  my  finances  being  extremely  slender,  I  stood  the 
more  in  need  of  assistance  and  protection.    I  was, 
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besides,  young,  inconsiderate,  and  so  simple,  as  to 
suppose  the  figure  of  an  ugly  man  would  always  secure 
me  from  censure  on  his  account ;  neither  did  I  ever 
dream  of  any  man's  addresses,  until  he  made  an  actual 
declaration  of  his  love. 

Upon  my  return  to  Bath,  I  was  again  harassed  by 

Lord  ,  who  came  thither  accompanied  by  my 

father,  whom  I  was  very  glad  to  see,  though  he 
importuned  me  to  comply  with  my  husband"*s  desire, 
and  for  the  future  keep  measures  with  the  world. 
This  remonstrance  about  living  with  my  lord,  which 
he  constantly  repeated,  was  the  only  instance  of  his 
unkindness  which  I  ever  felt.  But  all  his  admoni- 
tions were  not  of  force  sufficient  to  shake  my  resolu- 
tion in  that  particular ;  though  the  debate  continued 
so  late,  that  I  told  his  lordship,  it  was  high  time  to 
retire,  for  I  could  not  accommodate  him  with  a  bed. 
He  then  gave  me  to  understand,  that  he  would  stay 
where  he  was ;  upon  which  my  father  took  his  leave, 
on  pretence  of  looking  out  for  a  lodging  for  himself. 

The  little  gentleman  being  now  left  tete-a-tete  with 
me,  began  to  discover  some  signs  of  apprehension  in 
his  looks ;  but,  mustering  up  all  his  resolution,  he 
went  to  the  door,  called  up  three  of  his  servants, 
whom  he  placed  as  sentinels  upon  the  stair,  and 
flounced  into  my  elbow-chair,  where  he  resigned  him- 
self to  rest.  Intending  to  go  to  bed,  I  thought  it 
was  but  just  and  decent  that  I  should  screen  myself 
from  the  intrusion  of  his  footmen,  and  with  that 

view  bolted  the  door.    Lord  ,  hearing  himself 

locked  in,  started  up  in  the  utmost  terror  and  con- 
sternation, kicked   the   door   with   his  heel,  and 
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screamed  aloud,  as  if  he  had  been  in  the  hands  of  an 
assassin.  My  father,  who  had  not  yet  quitted  the 
house,  hearing  these  outcries,  ran  upstairs  again,  and, 
coming  through  my  bed-chamber  into  the  dining- 
room  where  we  were,  found  me  almost  suffocated 
with  laughter,  and  his  heroic  son-in-law  staring  like 
one  who  had  lost  his  wits,  with  his  hair  standing  on 
end. 

When  my  father  asked  the  meaning  of  his  exclama- 
tions, he  told  him,  with  all  the  symptoms  of  dismay, 
that  I  had  locked  him  in,  and  he  did  not  understand 
such  usage.  But  I  explained  the  whole  mystery,  by 
saying,  I  had  bolted  the  door,  because  I  did  not  like 
the  company  of  his  servants,  and  could  not  imagine 
the  cause  of  his  panic,  unless  he  thought  I  designed 
to  ravish  him ;  an  insult  than  which  nothing  was 
farther  from  my  intention.  My  father  himself  could 
scarce  refrain  from  laughing  at  his  ridiculous  fear ; 
but,  seeing  him  in  great  confusion,  took  pity  on  his 
condition,  and  carried  him  off  to  his  own  lodgings, 
after  I  had  given  my  word  that  I  would  not  attempt 
to  escape,  but  give  him  audience  next  morning.  I 
accordingly  kept  my  promise,  and  found  means  to 
persuade  them  to  leave  me  at  my  own  discretion. 
Next  day  I  was  rallied  upon  the  stratagem  I  had 

contrived  to  frighten  Lord  ;  and  a  thousand 

idle  stories  were  told  about  this  adventure,  which 
happened  literally  as  I  have  related  it. 

From  Bath  I  betook  myself  to  a  small  house  near 

Lincoln,  which  I  had  hired  of  the  D  of  A  , 

because  a  country  life  suited  best  with  my  income, 
which  was  no  more  than  four  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
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and  that  not  well  paid.  I  continued  some  months  in 
this  retirement,  and  saw  no  company,  except  Lord 

R  M  ,  who  lived  in  the  neigbourhood,  and 

visited  me  twice;  till,  finding  myself  indisposed,  I 
was  obliged  to  remove  to  London,  and  took  lodgings 
in  Maddox  Street,  where  my  garrison  was  taken  by 
storm  by  my  lord  and  his  steward,  reinforced  by  Mr. 
L  V  ,  (who,  as  my  lord  told  me,  had  a  sub- 
sidy of  five-and-twenty  pounds  before  he  would  take 
the  field,)  and  a  couple  of  hardy  footmen.  This 
formidable  band  rushed  into  my  apartment,  laid 
violent  hands  upon  me,  dragged  me  downstairs  with- 
out gloves  or  a  cloak,  and,  thrusting  me  into  a  coach 
that  stood  at  the  door,  conveyed  me  to  my  lord''s 
lodgings  in  Gloucester  Street. 

Upon  this  occasion,  his  lordship  courageously  drew 
his  sword  upon  my  woman,  who  attempted  to  defend 
me  from  his  insults,  and,  in  all  probability,  would 
have  intimidated  him  from  proceeding  ;  for  he  looked 
pale  and  aghast,  his  knees  knocked  together,  and  he 
breathed  thick  and  hard,  with  his  nostrils  dilated,  as 
if  he  had  seen  a  ghost ;  but  he  was  encouraged  by 
his  mercenary  associate,  who,  for  the  five-and-twenty 
pounds,  stood  by  him  in  the  day  of  trouble,  and 
spirited  him  on  to  this  gallant  enterprise. 

In  consequence  of  this  exploit,  I  was  cooped  up  in 
a  paltry  apartment  in  Gloucester  Street,  where  I  was 
close  beset  by  his  lordship  and  his  worthy  steward 

Mr.  H  ,  with  a  set  of  servants  that  were  the 

creatures  of  this  fellow,  of  whom  my  lord  himself 
stood  in  awe ;  so  that  I  could  not  help  thinking 
myself  in  Newgate,  among  thieves  and  ruffians.  To 
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such  a  degree  did  my  terror  avail,  that  I  actually 
believed  I  was  in  danger  of  being  poisoned,  and 
would  not  receive  any  sustenance,  except  from  the 
hands  of  one  harmless-looking  fellow,  a  foreigner, who 
was  my  lord's  valet-de-chambre.  I  will  not  pretend 
to  say  my  fears  were  just;  but  such  was  my  opinion 

of  H  ,  that  I  never  doubted  he  would  put  me 

out  of  the  way,  if  he  thought  my  life  interfered  with 
his  interest. 

On  the  second  day  of  my  imprisonment,  I  was  vis- 
ited by  the  Duke  of  L  ,  a  friend  of  my  lord, 

who  found  me  sitting  upon  a  trunk,  in  a  poor  little 
dining-room  filled  with  lumber,  and  lighted  with  two 
bits  of  tallow  candle,  which  had  been  left  overnight. 
He  perceived  in  my  face  a  mixture  of  rage,  indigna- 
tion, terror,  and  despair.  He  compassionated  my 
sufferings,  though  he  could  not  alleviate  my  distress, 
any  other  way  than  by  interceding  with  my  tyrant 
to  mitigate  my  oppression.  Nevertheless,  I  remained 
eleven  days  in  this  uncomfortable  situation,  I  was 
watched  like  a  criminal  all  day,  and  one  of  the  ser- 
vants walked  from  one  room  to  another  all  night,  in 
the  nature  of  a  patrole,  while  my  lord,who  lay  in  the 
chamber  above  me,  got  out  of  bed  and  tripped  to  the 
window  at  the  sound  of  every  coach  that  chanced  to 
pass  through  the  street.  H  ,  who  was  consum- 
mate in  the  arts  of  a  sycophant,  began  to  court  my 
favour,  by  condoling  my  affliction,  and  assuring  me, 
that  the  only  method  by  which  I  could  regain  my 
liberty,  was  a  cheerful  compliance  with  the  humour  of 
my  lord.  I  was  fully  convinced  of  the  truth  of  this 
observation ;  and,  though  my  temper  is  altogether 
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averse  to  dissimulation,  attempted  to  affect  an 
air  of  serenity  and  resignation.  But  this  disguise, 
I  found,  would  not  answer  my  purpose  ;  and  there- 
fore I  had  recourse  to  the  assistance  of  my  maid, 
who  was  permitted  to  attend  me  in  my  confinement. 
With  her  I  frequently  consulted  about  the  means 
of  accomplishing  my  escape.  In  consequence  of  our 
deliberations,  she  directed  a  coach  and  six  to  be 
ready  at  a  certain  part  of  the  town,  and  to  wait 
for  me  three  days  in  the  same  place,  in  case  I 
could  not  come  before  the  expiration  of  that  term. 

This  previous  measure  being  taken  according  to 
my  instructions,  the  next  necessary  step  was  to  elude 
the  vigilance  of  my  guard  :  and  in  this  manner  did  I 
effectuate  my  purpose.  Being  by  this  time  indulged 
in  the  liberty  of  going  out  in  the  coach  for  the 
benefit  of  the  air,  attended  by  two  footmen,  who 
had  orders  to  watch  all  my  motions,  I  made  use 

of  this  privilege  one  forenoon,   when  Lord  

expected  some  company  to  dinner,  and  bade  the  coach- 
man drive  to  the  lodgings  of  a  man  who  wrote  with 
his  mouth,  intending  to  give  my  spies  the  slip,  on 
pretence  of  seeing  this  curiosity ;  but  they  were  too 
alert  in  their  duty  to  be  thus  outwitted,  and  followed 
me  upstairs  into  the  very  apartment. 

Disappointed  in  this  hope,  I  resolved  another 
scheme,  which  was  attended  with  success.  I  bought 
some  olives  at  an  oil-shop ;  and,  telling  the  servants 
I  would  proceed  to  St.  James's  Gate,  and  take  a 
turn  in  the  park,  broke  one  of  the  bottles  by  the 
way,  complained  of  the  misfortune  when  I  was  set 
down,  and  desired  my  coach  might  be  cleaned  before 
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my  return.  While  my  attendants  were  employed  in 
this  office,  I  tripped  across  the  parade  to  the  Horse 
Guards,  and  chanced  to  meet  with  an  acquaintance 
in  the  park,  who  said,  he  saw  by  my  countenance 
that  I  was  upon  some  expedition.  I  owned  his  sus- 
picion was  just;  but,  as  I  had  not  time  to  relate 
particulars,  I  quickened  my  pace,  and  took  posses- 
sion of  a  hackney-coach,  in  which  I  proceeded  to  the 
vehicle  I  had  appointed  to  be  in  waiting. 

While  I  thus  compassed  my  escape,  there  was 
nothing  but  perplexity  and  confusion  at  home; 
dinner  was  delayed  till  six  o'clock;  my  lord  ran 
half  the  town  over  in  quest  of  his  equipage,  which 
at  last  returned,  with  an  account  of  my  elopement. 
My  maid  was  brought  to  the  question,  and  grievously 
threatened,  but,  like  all  the  women  I  ever  had,  re- 
mained unshaken  in  her  fidelity.  In  the  meantime, 
I  travelled  night  and  day  towards  my  retreat  in  Lin- 
colnshire, of  which  his  lordship  had  not  as  yet  got 
the  least  intelligence ;  and  as  my  coachman  was  but 
an  inexperienced  driver,  I  was  obliged  to  make  use 
of  my  own  skill  in  that  exercise,  and  direct  his 
endeavours  the  whole  way,  without  venturing  to  go 
to  bed,  or  take  the  least  repose,  until  I  reached 
my  own  habitation.  There  I  lived  in  peace  and 
tranquillity  for  the  space  of  six  weeks,  when  I 
was  alarmed  by  one  of  my  lord's  myrmidons,  who 
came  into  the  neighbourhood,  blustering  and  swear- 
ing that  he  would  carry  me  off  either  dead  or 
alive. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  I  was  perfectly  easy 
when  I  was  made  acquainted  with  his  purpose  and 
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declaration,  as  my  whole  family  consisted  of  no  more 
than  a  couple  of  women  and  one  footman.  However, 
I  summoned  up  my  courage,  which  had  been  often 
tried,  and  never  forsook  me  in  the  day  of  danger ; 
and  sent  him  word,  that,  if  ever  he  should  presume 
to  approach  my  house,  I  would  order  him  to  be  shot 
without  ceremony.  The  fellow  did  not  choose  to 
put  me  to  the  trial,  and  returned  to  town  without 
his  errand.  But  as  the  place  of  my  abode  was  now 
discovered,  I  laid  my  account  with  having  a  visit 
from  his  employer.  I  therefore  planted  spies  upon 
the  road,  with  a  promise  of  reward  to  him  who 
should  bring  me  the  first  intelligence  of  his  lord- 
ship's approach. 

Accordingly,  I  was  one  morning  apprised  of  his 
coming,  and,  mounting  horse  immediately,  with  my 
woman  and  valet,  away  we  rode,  in  defiance  of 
winter.  In  two  days  I  traversed  the  wilds  of  Lin- 
colnshire and  hundreds  of  Essex,  crossed  the  river  at 
Tilbury,  breakfasted  at  Chatham,  by  the  help  of  a 
guide  and  moonlight  arrived  at  Dover  the  same 
evening,  embarked  for  Calais,  in  which  place  I  found 
myself  next  day  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  ; 
and  being  heartily  tired  with  my  journey,  betook 
myself  to  rest.  My  maid,  who  was  not  able  to  travel 
with  such  expedition,  followed  me  at  an  easier  pace ; 
and  the  footman  was  so  astonished  at  my  persever- 
ance, that  he  could  not  help  asking  me  upon  the 
road,  if  ever  I  was  weary  in  my  life  ?  Certain  it  is, 
my  spirits  and  resolution  have  enabled  me  to  undergo 
fatigues  that  are  almost  incredible.  From  Calais  I 
went  to  Brussels,  where  I  again  set  up  my  rest  in 
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private  lodgings;  was  again  perfectly  well  received 
by  the  fashionable  people  of  that  place ;  and,  by  the 
interest  of  my  friends,  obtained  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary"'s  protection  against  the  persecution  of  my 
husband,  while  I  should  reside  in  the  Austrian 
Netherlands. 

Thus  secured,  I  lived  uncensured,  conversing  with 
the  English  company,  with  which  this  city  was 
crowded;  but  spent  the  most  agreeable  part  of 
my  time  with  the  Countess  of  Calemberg,  in  whose 
house  I  generally  dined  and  supped.  And  I  also 
contracted  an  intimacy  with  the  Princess  of  Chemay, 
who  was  a  great  favourite  with  Madam  d''Harrach, 
the  governer"'s  lady. 

I  had  not  been  long  in  this  happy  situation,  when 

I  was  disturbed  by  the  arrival  of  Lord   ,  who 

demanded  me  of  the  governor ;  but  finding  me  shel- 
tered from  his  power,  he  set  out  for  Vienna ;  and,  in 
consequence  of  his  representations,  strengthened  with 
the  Duke  of  N  's  name,  my  protection  was  with- 
drawn. But,  before  this  application,  he  had  gone 
to  the  camp,  and  addressed  himself  to  my  Lord 
Stair,  who  was  my  particular  friend  and  ally  by 
my  first  marriage,  desiring  he  would  compel  me 
to  return  to  his  house.  His  lordship  told  him,  that 
I  was  in  no  shape  subject  to  his  command ;  but 
invited  him  to  dinner,  with  a  view  of  diverting 
himself  and  company  at  the  expense  of  his  guest. 
In  the  evening,  he  was  plied  with  so  many  bumpers 
to  my  health,  that  he  became  intoxicated,  and 
extremely  obstreperous,  insisted  upon  seeing  Lord 
Stair  after  he  was  retired  to  rest,  and  quarrelled 
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with  Lord  D  ,  who  being  a  tall,  large,  raw- 
boned  Scotchman,  could  have  swallowed  him  at  one 
mouthful ;  but  he  thought  he  might  venture  to 
challenge  him,  in  hopes  of  being  put  under  arrest  by 
the  general.  Though  he  reckoned  without  his  host ; 
Lord  Stair  knew  his  disposition,  and,  in  order  to 
punish  his  presumption,  winked  at  the  affair.  The 
challenger,  finding  himself  mistaken  in  his  conjecture, 
got  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  went  off  post  for 
Vienna.  And  Lord  Stair  desired  a  certain  man  of 
quality  to  make  me  a  visit,  and  give  me  an  account 
of  his  behaviour. 

Being  now  deprived  of  my  protection  and  pin- 
money,  which  my  generous  husband  would  no  longer 
pay,  I  was  reduced  to  great  difficulty  and  distress. 

The  Duchess  d'Aremberg,  Lord  G  ,  and  many 

other  persons  of  distinction,  interceded  in  my  behalf 
with  his  Majesty,  who  was  then  abroad ;  but  he 
refused  to  interpose  between  man  and  wife.  The 
Countess  of  Calemberg  wrote  a  letter  to  my  father, 
in  which  she  represented  my  uncomfortable  situa- 
tion, and  undertook  to  answer  for  my  conduct,  in 
case  he  would  allow  me  a  small  annuity,  on  which 

I  could  live  independent  of  Lord   ,  who  by 

all  accounts  was  a  wretch  with  whom  I  could  never 
enjoy  the  least  happiness  or  quiet,  otherwise  she 
would  be  the  first  to  advise  me  to  an  accommoda- 
tion. She  gave  him  to  understand,  that  her  char- 
acter was  neither  doubtful  nor  obscure ;  and  that, 
if  my  conduct  there  had  not  been  irreproachable,  she 
should  not  have  taken  me  under  her  protection. 
That,  as  I  proposed  to  board  in  a  convent,  a  small 
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sum  would  answer  my  occasions ;  but,  if  that  should 
be  denied,  I  would  actually  go  to  service,  or  take 
some  other  desperate  step,  to  avoid  the  man  who 
was  my  bane  and  aversion. 

To  this  kind  remonstrance  my  father  answered 
that  his  fortune  would  not  allow  him  to  assist  me  ; 
he  had  now  a  young  family;  and  that  I  ought, 
at  all  events,  to  return  to  my  husband.  By  this 
time,  such  was  the  extremity  of  my  circumstances, 
that  I  was  forced  to  pawn  my  clothes,  and  every 
trifling  trinket  in  my  possession,  and  even  to  descend 

so  far  as  to  solicit  Mr.  S  for  a  loan  of  fifty 

pounds,  which  he  refused. 

Thus  was  I  deserted  in  my  distress  by  two  persons, 
to  whom,  in  the  season  of  my  affluence,  my  purse  had 
been  always  open.  Nothing  so  effectually  subdues  a 
spirit  unused  to  supplicate,  as  want.    Repulsed  in 

this  manner,  I  had  recourse  to  Lord  B  ,  who  was 

also,  it  seems,  unable  to  relieve  my  necessities.  This 
mortification  I  deserved  at  his  hands,  though  he  had 
once  put  it  in  my  power  to  be  above  all  such  paltry 
applications  ;  and  I  should  not  have  been  compelled 
to  the  disagreeable  task  of  troubling  my  friends,  had 
not  I  voluntarily  resigned  what  he  formerly  gave  me. 
As  to  the  other  gentleman  to  whom  I  addressed 
myself  on  this  occasion,  I  think  he  might  have  shown 
more  regard  to  my  situation,  not  only  for  the  reasons 
already  mentioned,  but  because  he  knew  me  too  well 
to  be  ignorant  of  what  I  must  have  suffered  in  con- 
descending to  make  such  a  request. 

Several  officers,  who  guessed  my  adversity,  gener- 
ously offered  to  supply  me  with  money ;  but  I  could 
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not  bring  myself  to  make  use  of  their  friendship,  or 
even  to  own  my  distress,  except  to  one  person,  of 
whom  I  borrowed  a  small  sum.  To  crown  my  mis- 
fortunes, I  was  taken  very  ill,  at  a  time  when  there 
was  no  other  way  of  avoiding  the  clutches  of  my 
persecutor  but  by  a  precipitate  flight.  In  this 
emergency,  I  applied  to  a  worthy  gentleman  of  Brus- 
sels, a  very  good  friend  of  mine,  but  no  lover.  I  say 
no  lover,  because  every  man  is  supposed  to  act  in  that 
capacity  who  befriends  a  young  woman  in  distress. 
This  generous  Fleming  set  out  with  me  in  the  night 
from  Brussels,  and  conducted  me  to  the  frontiers  of 
France.  Being  very  much  indisposed  both  in  mind 
and  body  when  I  was  obliged  to  undertake  this  ex- 
pedition, I  should  in  all  probability  have  sunk  under 
the  fatigue  of  travelling,  had  not  my  spirits  been 
kept  up  by  the  conversation  of  my  companion,  who 
was  a  man  of  business  and  consequence,  and  under- 
took to  manage  my  affairs  in  such  a  manner  as  would 
enable  me  to  re-establish  my  residence  in  the  place  I 
had  left.  He  was  young  and  active,  attended  me 
with  the  utmost  care  and  assiduity,  and  left  nothing 
undone  which  he  thought  would  contribute  to  my 
ease  and  satisfaction.  I  believe  his  friendship  for  me 
was  a  little  tinctured  with  another  passion;  but  he 
was  married,  and  lived  very  well  with  his  wife, 
who  was  also  my  friend ;  so  that  he  knew  I  would 
never  think  of  him  in  the  light  of  a  lover. 

Upon  our  arrival  at  Valenciennes,  he  accommo- 
dated me  with  a  little  money,  for  a  little  was  all  I 
would  take,  and  returned  to  his  own  city,  after  we  had 
settled  a  correspondence  by  letters.    I  was  detained 
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a  day  or  two  in  this  place  by  my  indisposition, 
which  increased  ;  but,  nevertheless,  proceeded  to  Paris, 
to  make  interest  for  a  protection  from  the  King  of 
France,  which  that  monarch  graciously  accorded  me, 
in  three  days  after  my  first  application  ;  and  his  min- 
ister sent  orders  to  all  the  governors  and  intendants 
of  the  province  towns,  to  protect  me  against  the  ef- 
forts of  Lord  ,  in  whatever  place  I  should  choose 

to  reside. 

Having  returned  my  thanks  at  Versailles  for  this 
favour,  and  tarried  a  few  days  at  Paris,  which  was  a 
place  altogether  unsuitable  to  the  low  ebb  of  my  for- 
tune, I  repaired  to  Lisle,  where  I  intended  to  fix  my 
habitation  ;  and  there  my  disorder  recurred  with  such 
violence,  that  I  was  obliged  to  send  for  a  physician, 
who  seemed  to  have  been  a  disciple  of  Sangrado ;  for 
he  scarce  left  a  drop  of  blood  in  my  body,  and  yet  I 
found  myself  never  a  whit  the  better.  Indeed,  I  was 
so  much  exhausted  by  these  evacuations,  and  my  con- 
stitution so  much  impaired  by  fatigue  and  perturba- 
tion of  mind,  that  I  had  no  other  hope  of  recovering 
but  that  of  reaching  England,  and  putting  myself 
under  the  direction  of  a  physician,  on  whose  ability 
I  could  depend. 

With  this  doubtful  prospect,  therefore,  I  deter- 
mined to  attempt  a  return  to  my  native  air,  and 
actually  departed  from  Lisle,  in  such  a  melancholy 
enfeebled  condition,  that  I  had  almost  fainted  when 
I  was  put  into  the  coach.  But  before  I  resolved 
upon  this  journey,  I  was  reduced  to  the  utmost  exi- 
gence of  fortune,  so  that  I  could  scarce  afford  to  buy 
provisions,  had  it  been  in  my  power  to  eat,  and 
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should  not  have  been  able  to  defray  my  travelling 
expenses,  had  I  not  been  generously  befriended  by 

Lord  R  M  ,  who,  I  am  sure,  would  have 

done  anything  for  my  ease  and  accommodation, 
though  he  has  unjustly  incurrred  the  imputation  of 
being  parsimonious,  and  I  had  no  reason  to  expect 
any  such  favour  at  his  hands. 

In  this  deplorable  state  of  health  I  was  conveyed 
to  Calais,  being  all  the  way,  as  it  were,  in  the  arms 
of  death,  without  having  swallowed  the  least  sus- 
tenance on  the  road.  So  much  was  my  indisposition 
augmented  by  the  fatigue  of  the  journey,  that  I 
swooned  when  I  was  brought  into  the  inn,  and  had 
almost  expired  before  I  could  receive  the  least  assist- 
ance or  advice.  However,  my  spirits  were  a  little 
revived  by  some  bread  and  wine,  which  I  took  at  the 
persuasion  of  a  French  surgeon,  who,  chancing  to 
pass  by  the  door,  was  called  up  to  my  relief.  Having 
sent  my  servant  to  Brussels,  to  take  care  of  my 
clothes,  I  embarked  in  the  packet-boat,  and  by  the 
time  we  amved  at  Dover  was  almost  in  extremity. 

Here  I  found  a  return  coach,  in  which  I  was  car- 
ried to  London,  and  was  put  to  bed  at  the  house  we 
put  up  at,  more  dead  than  alive.  The  people  of  the 
inn  sent  for  an  apothecary,  who  administered  some 
cordial  that  recalled  me  to  life  ;  and,  when  I  recov- 
ered the  use  of  speech,  I  told  him  who  I  was,  and 

desired  him  to  wait  upon  Dr.  S  ,  and  inform  him 

of  my  situation.  A  young  girl,  who  was  niece  to  the 
landlord's  wife,  seeing  me  unattended,  made  a  tender 
of  her  service  to  me,  and  I  accepted  the  offer,  as  well 
as  of  a  lodging  in  the  apothecary's  house,  to  which  I 
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was  conveyed  as  soon  as  my  strength  would  admit  of 
my  removal.  There  I  was  visited  by  my  physician, 
who  was  shocked  to  find  me  in  such  a  dangerous 
condition.  However,  having  considered  my  case,  he 
perceived  that  my  indisposition  proceeded  from  the 
calamities  I  had  undergone,  and  encouraged  me  with 
the  hope  of  a  speedy  cure,  provided  I  could  be  kept 
easy  and  undisturbed. 

I  was  accordingly  attended  with  all  imaginable 
care  ;  my  lord's  name  being  never  mentioned  in  my 
hearing,  because  I  considered  him  as  the  fatal  source 
of  all  my  misfortunes  ;  and  in  a  month  I  recovered 
my  health,  by  the  great  skill  and  tenderness  of  my 
doctor,  who  now  finding  me  strong  enough  to  en- 
counter fresh  troubles,  endeavoured  to  persuade  me, 
that  it  would  be  my  wisest  step  to  return  to  my 
husband,  whom  at  that  time  he  had  often  occasion 
to  see.  But  I  rejected  his  proposal,  commencing  a 
new  lawsuit  for  separation,  and  took  a  small  house 
in  St.  Jamesls  Square. 

About  this  time  my  woman  returned  from  Brus- 
sels, but  without  my  clothes,  which  were  detained  on 
account  of  the  money  I  owed  in  that  place ;  and, 
asking  her  dismission  from  my  service,  set  up  shop 
for  herself.  I  had  not  lived  many  weeks  in  my  new 
habitation,  when  my  persecutor  renewed  his  attempts 
to  make  himself  master  of  my  person ;  but  I  had 
learned  from  experience  to  redouble  my  vigilance, 
and  he  was  frustrated  in  all  his  endeavours.  I  was 
again  happy  in  the  conversation  of  my  former 
acquaintance,  and  visited  by  a  great  number  of 
gentlemen,  mostly  persons  of  probity  and  sense,  who 
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cultivated  my  friendship,  without  any  other  motive 
of  attachment.  Not  that  I  was  unsolicited  on  the 
article  of  love.  That  was  a  theme  on  which  I  never 
wanted  orators;  and  could  I  have  prevailed  upon 
myself  to  profit  by  the  advances  that  were  made,  I 
might  have  managed  my  opportunities  so  as  to  have 
set  fortune  at  defiance  for  the  future.  But  I  was 
none  of  these  economists,  who  can  sacrifice  their 
hearts  to  interested  considerations. 

One  evening,  while  I  was  conversing  with  three  or 
four  of  my  friends,  my  lawyer  came  in,  and  told  me 
he  had  something  of  consequence  to  impart ;  upon 
which  all  the  gentlemen  but  one  went  away.  Then 
he  gave  me  to  understand,  that  my  suit  would  im- 
mediately come  to  trial ;  and,  though  he  hoped  the 
best,  the  issue  was  uncertain.  That,  if  it  should  be 
given  against  me,  the  decision  would  inspire  my  lord 
with  fresh  spirits  to  disturb  my  peace;  and  there- 
fore it  would  be  convenient  for  me  to  retire,  until  the 
affair  should  be  brought  to  a  determination. 

I  was  very  much  disconcerted  at  this  intelligence  ; 
and  the  gentleman  who  stayed,  perceiving  my  con- 
cern, asked  what  I  intended  to  do,  or  if  he  could 
serve  me  in  any  shape,  and  desired  to  know  whither 
I  proposed  to  retreat  ?  I  affected  to  laugh,  and 
answered,  "  To  a  garret,  I  believe."  To  this  over- 
strained reasoning  he  replied,  that  if  I  should,  his 
friendship  and  regard  would  find  the  way  to  my 
apartment ;  and  I  had  no  reason  to  doubt  the  sin- 
cerity of  his  declaration.  We  consulted  about  the 
measures  I  should  take,  and  I  determined  to  remove 
into  the  country,  where  I  was  soon  favoured  with  a 
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letter  from  him,  wherein  he  expressed  the  infinite 
pleasure  he  had  in  being  able  to  assure  me  that  my 
suit  had  been  successful,  and  that  I  might  appear 
again  with  great  safety. 

Accordingly  I  returned  to  town  in  his  coach  and 
six,  which  he  had  sent  for  my  convenience,  and  the 
same  evening  went  with  him  to  the  masquerade, 
where  we  passed  the  night  very  agreeably,  his  spirits, 
as  well  as  mine,  being  elevated  to  a  joyous  pitch  by 
the  happy  event  of  my  process.  This  gentleman 
was  a  person  of  great  honour,  worth,  and  good- 
nature ;  he  loved  me  extremely,  but  did  not  care 
that  I  should  know  the  extent  of  his  passion.  On 
the  contrary,  he  endeavoured  to  persuade  me,  he  had 
laid  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  no  woman  should  ever 
have  power  enough  over  his  heart,  to  give  him  the 
least  pain  or  disquiet.  In  short,  he  had  made  a 
progress  in  my  affection,  and  to  his  generosity  was  I 
indebted  for  my  subsistence  two  whole  years  ;  during 
which,  he  was  continually  professing  this  philosophic 
indifference,  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  was  giving 
me  daily  assurances  of  his  friendship  and  esteem,  and 
treated  me  with  incessant  marks  of  the  most  pas- 
sionate love ;  so  that  I  concluded  his  intention  was 
cold,  though  his  temper  was  warm.  Considering 
myself  as  an  encumbrance  upon  his  fortune,  I  re- 
doubled my  endeavours  to  obtain  a  separate  main- 
tenance from  my  lord,  and  removed  from  St.  James's 
Square  to  lodgings  at  Kensington,  where  I  had  not 
long  enjoyed  myself  in  tranquillity,  before  I  was 
interrupted  by  a  very  unexpected  visit. 

While  I  was  busy  one  day  dressing  in  my  dining- 
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room,  I  found  his  lordship  at  my  elbow  before  I  was 
aware  of  his  approach,  although  his  coach  was  at  the 
door,  and  the  house  already  in  the  possession  of  his 
servants.  He  accosted  me  in  the  usual  style,  as  if 
we  had  parted  the  night  before ;  and  I  answered  him 
with  an  appearance  of  the  same  careless  familiarity, 
desiring  him  to  sit  down,  while  I  retreated  to  my 
chamber,  locked  the  door,  and  fairly  went  to  bed, 
being  perhaps  the  first  woman  who  went  thither  for 
protection  from  the  insults  of  a  man.  Here  then  I 
immured  myself  with  my  faithful  Abigail.  My 
lord  finding  me  secured,  knocked  at  the  door,  and 
through  the  key-hole  begged  to  be  admitted,  assur- 
ing me  that  all  he  wanted  was  a  conference.  I 
desired  to  be  excused,  though  I  believed  his  assur- 
ance ;  but  I  had  no  inclination  to  converse  with  him, 
because  I  knew  from  experience  the  nature  of  his 
conversation,  which  was  so  disagreeable  and  torment- 
ing, that  I  would  have  exchanged  it  at  any  time  for 
a  good  beating,  and  thought  myself  a  gainer  by  the 
bargain.  However,  he  persisted  in  his  importunities 
to  such  a  degree,  that  I  assented  to  his  proposal,  on 

condition  that  the  Duke  of  L  •  should  be  present 

at  the  interview  ;  and  he  immediately  sent  a  message 
for  his  grace,  while  I  in  peace  ate  my  breakfast,  con- 
veyed in  a  basket,  which  was  hoisted  up  to  the  win- 
dow of  my  bedchamber. 

The  duke  was  so  kind  as  to  come  at  my  lord's 
request,  and,  before  I  would  open  the  door,  gave  me 
his  word,  that  I  should  be  protected  from  all  violence 
and  compulsion.  Thus  assured,  they  were  permitted 
to  enter.    My  little  gentleman,  sitting  down  by  my 
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bedside,  began  to  repeat  the  old  hackneyed  argu- 
ments he  had  formerly  used,  with  a  view  of  inducing 
me  to  live  with  him ;  and  I,  on  my  side,  repeated 
my  former  objections,  or  pretended  to  listen 
to  his  representations,  while  my  imagination  was 
employed  in  contriving  the  means  of  effecting 
an  escape,  as  the  duke  easily  perceived  by  my 
countenance. 

Finding  all  his  remonstrances  ineffectual,  he  quitted 
the  chamber,  and  left  his  cause  to  the  eloquence  of 
his  grace,  who  sat  with  me  a  whole  half-hour,  with- 
out exerting  himself  much  in  behalf  of  his  client, 
because  he  knew  I  was  altogether  obstinate  and 
determined  on  that  score ;  but  joked  upon  the 
behaviour  of  his  lordship,  who,  though  jealous  of 
most  people,  had  left  him  alone  with  me  in  my  bed- 
chamber, observing,  that  he  must  either  have  great 
confidence  in  his  virtue,  or  a  very  bad  opinion  of 
him  otherwise.  In  short,  I  found  means  to  defer 
the  categorical  answer  till  next  day,  and  invited  the 
duke  and  his  lordship  to  dine  with  me  to-morrow. 
My  wise  yokefellow  seemed  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of 
this  invitation,  and  was  very  much  disposed  to  keep 
possession  of  my  house.  But,  by  the  persuasion  of 
his  grace,  and  the  advice  of  H — n,  who  was  his  chief 
counsellor  and  back,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  take 
my  word,  and  for  the  present  left  me. 

They  were  no  sooner  retired,  than  I  rose  with 
great  expedition,  packed  up  my  clothes,  and  took 
shelter  in  Essex  for  the  first  time.  Next  day,  my 
lord  and  his  noble  friend  came  to  dinner,  according 
to  appointment ;  and  being  informed  of  my  escape 
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by  my  woman,  whom  I  left  in  the  house,  liis  lordship 
discovered  some  si<;ns  of  discontent,  and  insisted 
upon  seeing  my  papers ;  upon  which  my  maid  pro  - 
duced a  parcel  of  bills  which  I  owed  to  different 
people.  Notwithstanding  this  disappointment,  he 
sat  down  to  what  was  provided  for  dinner,  and  with 
great  deliberation  ate  up  a  leg  of  lamb,  the  best 
part  of  a  fowl,  and  something  else,  which  I  do  not 
now  remember  ;  and  then  very  peaceably  went  away, 
giving  my  maid  an  opportunity  of  following  me  to 
the  place  of  my  retreat. 

My  intention  was  to  have  sought  refuge,  as  for- 
merly, in  another  country  ;  but  I  was  prevented  from 
putting  my  design  in  execution  by  a  fit  of  illness, 
during  which  I  was  visited  by  my  physician  and  some 
of  my  own  relations,  particularly  a  distant  cousin  of 
mine,  whom  my  lord  had  engaged  in  his  interests,  by 
promising  to  recompense  her  amply,  if  she  could 
persuade  me  to  comply  with  his  desire.  In  this 
office  she  was  assisted  by  the  doctor,  who  was  my 
friend,  and  a  man  of  sense,  for  whom  I  have  the 
most  perfect  esteem,  though  he  and  I  have  often 
differed  in  point  of  opinion.  In  a  word,  I  was  exposed 
to  the  incessant  importunities  of  all  my  acquaintance, 
which,  added  to  the  desperate  circumstances  of  my 
fortune,  compelled  me  to  embrace  the  terms  that 
were  offered,  and  I  again  returned  to  the  domestic 
duties  of  a  wife. 

I  was  conducted  to  my  lord's  house  by  an  old 
friend  of  mine,  a  gentleman  turned  of  fifty,  of  ad- 
mirable parts  and  understanding ;  he  was  a  pleasing 
companion,  cheerful  and  humane,  and  had  acquired 
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a  great  share  of  my  esteem  and  respect.  In  a  word, 
his  advice  had  great  weight  in  my  deliberations, 
because  it  seemed  to  be  the  result  of  experience  and 
disinterested  friendship.  Without  all  doubt,  he  had 
an  unfeigned  concern  for  my  welfare ;  but,  being  an 
admirable  politician,  his  scheme  was  to  make  my 
interest  coincide  with  his  own  inclinations ;  for  I  had, 
unwittingly,  made  an  innovation  upon  his  heart ; 
and  as  he  thought  I  should  hardly  favour  his  passion 
while  I  was  at  liberty  to  converse  with  the  rest  of 
my  admirers,  he  counselled  me  to  surrender  that 
freedom,  well  knowing  that  my  lord  would  be  easily 
persuaded  to  banish  all  his  rivals  from  the  house ;  in 
which  case,  he  did  not  doubt  of  his  being  able  to 
insinuate  himself  into  my  affections ;  because  he  laid 
it  down  as  an  eternal  truth,  that,  if  any  two  persons 
of  different  sexes  were  obliged  to  live  together 
in  a  desert,  where  they  would  be  excluded  from 
all  other  human  intercourse,  they  would  naturally 
and  inevitably  contract  an  inclination  for  each 
other. 

How  just  this  hypothesis  might  be,  I  leave  to  the 
determination  of  the  curious ;  though,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  to  judge  from  my  own  disposition,  a  couple 
so  situated  would  be  apt  to  imbibe  mutual  disgusts 
from  the  nature  and  necessity  of  their  union,  unless 
their  association  was  at  first  the  effect  of  reciprocal 
affection  and  esteem.  Be  this  as  it  will,  I  honour 
the  gentleman  for  his  plan,  which  was  ingeniously 
contrived,  and  artfully  conducted ;  but  I  happened 
to  have  too  much  address  for  him  in  the  sequel,  cun- 
ning as  he  was,  though  at  first  I  did  not  perceive  his 
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drift ;  and  his  lordship  was  much  less  likely  to  com- 
prehend his  meaning. 

Immediately  after  this  new  accommodation,  I  was 
carried  to  a  country  house  belonging  to  my  lord,  and 
was  simple  enough  to  venture  myself,  unattended  by 
any  servant  on  whose  integrity  I  could  depend,  in 

the  hands  of  his  lordship,  and  H  ,  whose  villany 

I  always  dreaded ;  though,  at  this  time,  my  appre- 
hensions were  considerably  increased,  by  recollecting, 
that  it  was  not  his  interest  to  let  me  live  in  the 
house,  lest  his  conduct  should  be  inquired  into ;  and 
by  remembering  that  the  very  house  to  which  we 
were  going  had  been  twice  burnt  down  in  a  very 
short  space  of  time,  not  without  suspicion  of  his 
having  been  the  incendiary,  on  account  of  some  box 
of  writings  which  was  lost  in  the  conflagration. 
True  it  is,  this  imputation  was  never  made  good  ; 
and,  perhaps,  he  was  altogether  innocent  of  the 
charge,  which  nevertheless  affected  my  spirits  in 
such  a  manner,  as  rendered  me  the  most  miserable 
of  all  mortals.  In  this  terror  did  I  remain,  till  my 
consternation  was  awakened  by  the  arrival  of  Mr. 

B  ,  a  good-natured  worthy  man,  whom  my  lord 

had  invited  to  his  house,  and  I  thought  would  not 
see  me  ill-used.    In  a  few  weeks  we  were  joined  by 

Dr.  S  and  his  lady,  who  visited  us  according  to 

their  promise ;  and  it  was  resolved  that  we  should 
set  out  for  Tunbridge,  on  a  party  of  pleasure,  and  at 
our  return  examine  H  \s  accounts. 

This  last  part  of  our  scheme  was  not  at  all  relished 
by  our  worthy  steward,  who  therefore  determined  to 
overturn  our  whole  plan,  and  succeeded  accordingly. 
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My  lord,  all  of  a  sudden,  declared  himself  against  the 
jaunt  we  had  projected,  and  insisted  upon  my  stay- 
ing at  home,  without  assigning  any  reason  for  this 
peremptory  behaviour  ;  his  countenance  being  cloudy, 
and,  for  the  space  of  three  days,  he  did  not  open  his 
mouth. 

At  last,  he  one  night  entered  my  bedchamber,  to 
which  he  now  had  free  access,  with  his  sword  under 
his  arm,  and,  if  I  remember  aright,  it  was  ready 
drawn.  I  could  not  help  taking  notice  of  this  alarm- 
ing circumstance,  which  shocked  me  the  more,  as  it 
happened  immediately  after  a  gloomy  fit  of  discon- 
tent. However,  I  seemed  to  overlook  the  incident, 
and,  dismissing  my  maid,  went  to  bed ;  because  I 
was  ashamed  to  acknowledge,  even  to  my  own  heart, 
any  dread  of  a  person  whom  I  despised  so  much- 
However,  the  strength  of  my  constitution  was  not 
equal  to  the  fortitude  of  my  mind.  I  was  taken  ill, 
and  the  servants  were  obliged  to  be  called  up;  while 
my  lord  himself,  terrified  at  my  situation,  ran  up- 
stairs to  Mrs.  S  ,  who  was  in  bed,  told  her,  with 

evident  perturbation  of  spirits,  that  I  was  very  much 
indisposed,  and  said,  he  believed  I  was  frightened  by 
his  entering  my  chamber  with  his  sword  in  hand. 

This  lady  was  so  startled  at  his  information,  that 
she  ran  into  my  apartment  half  naked,  and  as  she 
went  downstairs,  asked  what  reason  could  induce  him 
to  have  carried  his  sword  with  him  ?  Upon  which 
he  crave  her  to  understand,  that  his  intention  was  to 
kill  the  bats.  I  believe  and  hope  he  had  no  other 
design  than  that  of  intimidating  me ;  but  when  the 
affair  happened,  I  was  of  a  different  opinion.  Mrs. 
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S  ,  having  put  on  her  clothes,  sat  up  all  night 

by  my  bedside,  and  was  so  good  as  to  assure  me  that 
she  would  not  leave  ine  until  I  should  be  safely  de- 
livered from  the  apprehensions  that  surrounded  me 
in  this  house,  to  which  she  and  the  doctor  had  been 
the  principal  cause  of  my  coming ;  for  my  lord  had 
haunted  and  importuned  them  incessantly  on  this 
subject,  protesting  that  he  loved  me  with  the  most 
inviolable  affection  ;  and  all  he  desired  was,  that  t 
would  sit  at  his  table,  manage  his  family,  and  share 
his  fortune.  By  these  professions,  uttered  with  an 
air  of  honesty  and  good-nature,  he  had  imposed 
himself  upon  them  for  the  best  tempered  creature 
upon  earth ;  and  they  used  all  their  influence  with 
me  to  take  him  into  favour.  This  hath  been  the 
case  with  a  great  many  people,  who  had  but  a 
superficial  knowledge  of  his  disposition ;  but,  in  the 
course  of  their  acquaintance,  they  had  never  failed 
to  discern  and  acknowledge  their  mistake. 

The  doctor,  on  his  return  from  Tunbridge,  to 
which  place  he  had  made  a  trip  by  himself,  found 
me  ill  abed,  and  the  whole  family  in  confusion. 
Surprised  and  concerned  at  this  disorder,  he  entered 
into  expostulation  with  my  lord,  who  owned,  that 
the  cause  of  his  displeasure  and  disquiet  was  no 

other  than  jealousy.    H          had  informed  him, 

that  I  had  been  seen  to  walk  out  with  Mr.  Bal  

in  a  morning ;  and  that  our  correspondence  had 
been  observed,  with  many  additional  circumstances, 
which  were  absolutely  false  and  groundless.  This 
imputation  was  no  sooner  understood,  than  it  was 
resolved  that  the  accuser  should  be  examined  in 
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presence  of  us  all.  He  accordingly  appeared,  exceed- 
ingly drunk,  though  it  was  morning,  and  repeated 
the  articles  of  the  charge,  as  an  information  he  had 
received  from  a  man  who  came  fi-om  town  to  hang 
the  bells,  and  was  long  ago  returned  to  London. 

This  was  an  instance  of  his  cunning  and  address, 
which  did  not  forsake  him  even  in  his  hours  of  intox- 
ication. Had  he  fixed  the  calumny  on  any  one  of 
the  servants,  he  would  have  been  confronted  and 
detected  in  his  falsehood.  Nevertheless,  though  he 
could  not  be  legally  convicted,  it  plainly  appeared 
that  he  was  the  author  of  this  defamation,  which 

incensed  Mr.  Bal  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  could 

scarce  be  withheld  from  punishing  him  on  the  spot, 
by  manual  chastisement.  However,  he  was  prevailed 
upon  to  abstain  from  such  innnediate  vengeance,  as 
a  step  unworthy  of  his  character;  and  the  affair  was 
brought  to  this  issue,  that  his  lordship  should  either 
part  with  me  or  Mr.  H  ;  for  I  was  fully  deter- 
mined against  living  under  the  same  roof  with  such 
an  incendiary. 

This  alternative  being  proposed,  my  lord  dismissed 
his  steward,  and  we  returned  to  town  with  the  doctor 

and  Mrs.  S  ;  for  I  had  imbibed  such  horror  and 

aversion  for  this  country  seat,  though  one  of  the 
pleasantest  in  England,  that  I  could  not  bear  to  live 
in  it.  We  thei-efore  removed  to  a  house  in  Bond 
Street,  where,  according  to  the  advice  of  my  friends, 
I  exerted  my  whole  power  and  complaisance  in  en- 
deavours to  keep  my  husband  in  good-humour,  but 
was  so  unsuccessful  in  my  attempts,  that,  if  ever  he 
was  worse  tempered,  more  capricious,  or  intolerable,  at 
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one  time  than  at  another,  tliis  was  the  season  in  which 
Ills  ill-humour  predominated  in  the  most  rancorous 
degree.  I  was  scarce  ever  permitted  to  stir  abroad, 
saw  nobody  at  home,  but  my  old  male  friend,  whom 
I  have  mentioned  above ;  and  the  doctor,  with  his 
lady,  from  whose  conversation,  also,  I  was  at  last 
excluded. 

Nevertheless,  I  contrived  to  steal  a  meeting  now 
and  then  with  mv  late  benefactor,  for  whom  I  enter- 
tained a  great  share  of  affection,  exclusive  of  that 
gratitude  that  was  due  to  his  generosity.  It  was 
not  his  fault  that  I  compromised  matters  with  my 
lord  ;  for  he  was  as  free  of  his  purse  as  I  was  unwilling 
to  use  it.  It  would,  therefore,  have  been  unfriendly, 
unkind,  and  ungrateful  in  me,  now  that  I  was  in 
affluence,  to  avoid  all  intercourse  with  a  man  who  had 
supported  me  in  advei-sity.  I  think  people  cannot 
be  too  shy  and  scrupulous  in  receiving  favours ;  but 
once  they  are  conferred,  they  ought  never  to  forget 
the  obligation.  And  I  was  never  more  concerned  at 
anv  incident  of  my  life,  than  at  hearing  that  this 
gentleman  did  not  recei  ve  a  letter,  in  which  I  acknowl- 
edged the  last  proof  of  his  friendship  and  liberality 
which  I  had  occasion  to  use,  because  I  have  since 
learned  that  he  suspected  me  of  neglect. 

But,  to  return  to  my  situation  in  Bond  Street.  I 
bore  it  as  well  as  I  could  for  the  space  of  three 
months,  during  \vhich  I  lived  in  the  midst  of  spies, 
who  were  employed  to  watch  my  conduct,  and  under- 
went every  mortification  that  malice,  power,  and 
folly  could  inflict.  Nay,  so  ridiculous,  so  unreason- 
able was  my  tyrant  in  his  spleen,  that  he  declared 
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he  would  even  be  jealous  of  Heydigger,  if  there  was 
no  other  man  to  incur  his  suspicion.  He  expected 
that  I  should  spend  my  whole  time  with  him  tete-a- 
tete  ;  when  I  sacrificed  my  enjoyment  to  these  com- 
fortable parties,  he  never  failed  to  lay  hold  on  some 
innocent  expression  of  mine,  which  he  made  the 
foundation  of  a  quarrel ;  and,  when  I  strove  to  avoid 
these  disagreeable  misinterpretations  by  reading  or 
writing,  he  incessantly  teased  and  tormented  me 
with  the  imputation  of  being  peevish,  sullen,  and 
reserved. 

Haraissed  by  this  insufferable  behaviour,  I  commu- 
nicated my  case  to  Dr.  S  and  his  lady,  intimating 

that  I  neither  could  nor  would  expose  myself  any 
longer  to  such  usage.    The  doctor  exhorted  me  to 

bear  my  fate  with  patience ;  and  Mrs.  S  was 

silent  on  the  subject ;  so  that  I  still  hesitated  be- 
tween staying  and  going,  when  the  doctor,  being  one 
night  at  supper,  happened  to  have  some  words  with 
my  lord,  who  was  so  violently  transported  with 
passion,  that  I  was  actually  afraid  of  going  to  bed 
with  him  ;  and  next  morning,  when  he  awaked,  there 
was  such  an  expression  of  frantic  wildness  in  his 
countenance,  that  I  imagined  he  was  actually 
distracted. 

This  alarming  circumstance  confirmed  me  in  my 
resolution  of  decamping  and  I  accordingly  moved 
my  quarters  to  a  house  in  Sackville  Street,  where  I 
had  lodged  when  I  was  a  widow.    From  thence  I 

sent  a  message  to  the  Duke  of  L  ,  desiring  he 

would  make  my  lord  acquainted  with  the  place  of 
my  abode,  my  reasons  for  removing,  and  my  intention 
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to  defend  myself  against  all  his  attempts.  The  first 
night  of  this  separation  I  went  to  bed  by  myself 
with  as  much  pleasure  as  a  man  would  feel  in  going 
to  bed  to  his  mistress  whom  he  had  long  solicited  in 
vain,  so  rejoiced  was  I  to  be  delivered  from  my  ob- 
noxious bedfellow ! 

From  these  lodgings  I  soon  moved  to  Brook  Street, 
where  I  had  not  long  enjoyed  the  sweets  of  my  escape, 
when  I  was  importuned  to  return,  by  a  new  steward 
whom  my  lord  had  engaged  in  the  room  of  H — n. 
This  gentleman,  who  bore  a  very  fair  character,  made 
such  judicious  representations,  and  behaved  so  can- 
didly in  the  discharge  of  his  function,  that  I  agreed  he 
should  act  as  umpire  in  the  difference  betwixt  us,  and 
once  more  a  reconciliation  was  effected,  though  his 
lordship  began  to  be  dissatisfied  even  before  the  exe- 
cution of  our  agreement ;  in  consequence  of  which 
he  attended  me  to  Bath,  whither  I  went  for  the 
benefit  of  my  health,  which  was  not  a  little 
impaired. 

This  accommodation  had  a  surprising  effect  upon 
my  lover,  who,  notwithstanding  his  repeated  declara- 
tions, that  no  woman  should  ever  gain  such  an  ascend- 
ency over  his  heart  as  to  be  able  to  give  him  pain, 
suffered  all  the  agonies  of  disappointed  love,  when 
he  now  found  himself  deprived  of  the  opportuni- 
ties of  seeing  me,  and  behaved  very  differently 
from  what  he  had  imagined  he  should.  His  words 
and  actions  were  desperate :  one  of  his  expressions 
to  me  was,  "  It  was  like  twisting  my  heart-strings, 
and  tearing  it  out  of  my  body.""  Indeed,  I  never 
should  have  acted  this  part  had  I  foreseen  what 
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he  would  have  suffered;  but  I  protest  I  believed 
him  when  he  said  otherwise  so  much,  that  his  dec- 
laration on  that  subject  was  the  occasion  of  my 
giving  him  up ;  and  it  was  now  too  late  to  retract. 

In  our  expedition  to  Bath,  I  was  accompanied 
by  a  very  agreeable  young  lady,  with  whom  I 
passed  my  time  very  happily,  amid  the  diversions 
of  the  place,  which  screened  me,  in  a  good  meas- 
ure, from  the  vexatious  society  of  my  hopeful 
partner.  From  this  place  we  repaired  to  his  seat 
in  the  country,  where  we  spent  a  few  months,  and 
thence  returned  again  to  our  house  in  Bond  Street. 
Here,  while  I  was  confined  to  my  bed  by  illness,  it  was 
supposed  my  indisposition  was  no  other  than  a  pri- 
vate lying-in,  though  I  was  under  the  roof  of  my 
lord,  and  attended  by  his  servants. 

While  the  distemper  continued,  my  lord  (to  do 
him  justice)  behaved  with  all  imaginable  tenderness 
and  care ;  and  his  concern  on  these  occasions  I  have 
already  mentioned  as  a  strange  inconsistency  in  his 
disposition.  If  his  actions  were  at  all  accountable, 
I  should  think  he  took  pains  to  fret  me  into  a  fever 
first,  in  order  to  manifest  his  love  and  humanity 
afterwards.  When  I  recovered  my  strength  and 
spirits,  I  went  abroad,  saw  company,  and  should  have 
been  easy,  had  he  been  contented ;  but  as  my  satis- 
faction increased,  his  good-humour  decayed,  and 
he  banished  from  his  house,  one  by  one,  all  the 
people  whose  conversation  could  have  made  my 
life  agreeable. 

I  often  expostulated  with  him  on  his  malignant 
behaviour,  protesting  my  desire  of  living  peaceably 
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with  him,  and  begging  he  would  not  lay  me 
under  the  necessity  of  changing  my  measures.  He 
was  deaf  to  all  my  remonstrances,  though  I  warned 
him  more  than  once  of  the  event,  persisted  in  his 
maxims  of  persecution  ;  and,  after  repeated  quarrels, 
I  again  left  his  house  fully  determined  to  suffer  all 
sorts  of  extremity,  rather  than  subject  myself  to  the 
tyranny  of  his  disposition. 

This  year  was  productive  of  one  fatal  event,  which 
I  felt  with  the  utmost  sensibility  of  sorrow,  and  I 
shall  always  remember  with  regret  —  I  mean  the 

death  of  Mr.  B  ,  with  whom  I  had  constantly 

maintained  an  intimate  correspondence  since  the 
first  commencement  of  our  aquaintance.  He  was 
one  of  the  most  valuable  men,  and  promised  to  be 
one  of  the  brightest  ornaments  that  this  or  any 
other  age  had  produced.  I  enjoyed  his  friendship 
without  reserve;  and  such  was  the  confidence  he 
reposed  in  my  integrity,  from  long  experience  of 
my  truth,  that  he  often  said  he  would  believe  my 
bare  assertion,  even  though  it  should  contradict  the 
evidence  of  his  own  senses.  These  being  the  terms 
upon  which  we  lived,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
I  bore  the  loss  of  him  without  repining.  Indeed, 
my  grief  was  unspeakable ;  and,  though  the  edge  of 
it  be  now  smoothed  by  the  lenient  hand  of  time,  I 
shall  never  cease  to  cherish  his  memory  with  the 
most  tender  remembrance. 

During  the  last  period  of  my  living  with  my  lord, 
I  had  agreed  to  the  expediency  of  obtaining  an  act 
of  parliament,  which  would  enable  him  to  pay  his 
debts ;  on  which  occasion  there  was  a  necessity  of 
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cancelling  a  deed  that  subsisted  between  us,  relating 
to  a  separate  maintenance,  to  which,  on  certain  pro- 
visions, I  was  entitled ;  and  this  was  to  be  set  aside, 
so  far  as  it  interfered  with  the  above-mentioned 
scheme,  while  the  rest  of  it  should  remain  in  force. 
When  this  affair  was  about  to  be  transacted,  my 
lord  very  generously  insisted  upon  my  concurrence 
in  annulling  the  whole  settlement ;  and,  when  I 
refused  to  comply  with  this  demand,  because  this 
was  the  sole  resource  I  had  against  his  ill-usage,  he 
would  not  proceed  in  the  execution  of  his  plan, 
though,  by  dropping  it,  he  hurt  nobody  but  himself ; 
and  he  accused  me  of  having  receded  from  my  word, 
after  I  had  drawn  him  into  considerable  expense. 

This  imputation  of  breaking  my  word,  which  I 
defy  the  whole  world  to  prove  I  ever  did,  incensed 
me  the  more,  as  I  myself  had  proposed  the  scheme 
for  his  service,  although  I  knew  the  accomplishment 
of  it  would  endanger  the  validity  of  my  own  settle- 
ment ;  and  my  indignation  was  still  more  augmented 

by  the  behaviour  of  Mr.  G  ,  who  had  always 

professed  a  regard  for  my  interest,  and  upon  my 
last  accommodation  with  my  lord,  undertaken  to 
effect  a  reconciliation  between  my  father  and  me; 
but,  when  he  was  questioned  about  the  particulars 
of  this  difference,  and  desired  to  declare  whether  his 
lordship  or  I  was  to  blame,  he  declined  the  office  of 
arbitrator,  refused  to  be  explicit  upon  the  subject, 
and  by  certain  shrewd  hums  and  ha's,  signified  his 
disapprobation  of  my  conduct.  Yet  this  very  man, 
when  I  imparted  to  him,  in  confidence,  my  intention 
of  making  another  retreat,  and  frankly  asked  his 
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opinion  of  my  design,  seemed  to  acquiesce  in  the 
justice  of  it  in  these  remarkable  words :  —  "  Madam, 
if  I  thought  or  had  hopes  of  my  lord  growing  better, 
I  would  down  on  my  knees  to  desire  you  to  stay ; 
but,  as  I  have  not,  I  say  nothing."" 

If  he  connived  at  my  conduct  in  this  particular, 
should  he  disapprove  of  it  when  all  I  asked  was  but 
common  justice?  But  he  was  a  dependent;  and 
therefore  I  excuse  his  phlegmatic  (not  to  call  it 
unfriendly)  behaviour.  Indeed,  he  could  not  be  too 
cautious  of  giving  offence  to  his  lordship,  who  some- 
times made  him  feel  the  effects  of  that  wrath  which 
other  people  had  kindled;  particularly  in  conse- 
quence of  a  small  adventure  which  happened  about 
this  very  period  of  time. 

A  very  agreeable,  sprightly,  good-natured  young 
man,  a  near  relation  of  my  lord,  happening  to  be  at 
our  house  one  evening,  when  there  was  a  fire  in  the 
neighbourhood,  we  agreed  to  go  and  sup  at  the 
tavern  en  famille ;  and,  having  spent  the  evening 
with  great  mirth  and  good-humour,  this  young 
gentleman,  who  was  naturally  facetious,  in  taking 
his  leave,  saluted  us  all  round.  My  lord,  who  had 
before  entertained  some  jealousy  of  his  kinsman, 
was  very  much  provoked  by  this  trifling  incident, 
but  very  prudently  suppressed  his  displeasure  till 
he  returned  to  his  own  house,  where  his  rage 
co-operating  with  the  champagne  he  had  drank, 
inflamed  him  to  such  a  degree  of  resolution,  that  lie 
sprang  upon  the  innocent  G — n,  and  collared  him 
with  great  fury,  though  he  was  altogether  uncon- 
cerned in  the  cause  of  his  indignation. 
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This  extravagant  and  frantic  behaviour,  added  to 
other  grievances  under  which  I  laboured,  hastened 
my  resolution  of  leaving  him ;  and  he  to  this  day 
blames  his  relation  as  the  immediate  cause  of  my 
escape,  whereas  he  ought  to  place  it  to  the  account 
of  his  own  madness  and  indiscretion.  When  I 
retired  to  Park  Street,  he  cautioned  all  my  trades- 
men, not  even  excepting  my  baker,  against  giving 
me  credit,  assuring  them  that  he  would  not  pay  any 
debts  I  should  contract ;  and  the  difficulties  to  which 
I  was  reduced,  in  consequence  of  this  charitable 
declaration,  together  with  the  reflection  of  what  I 
had  suffered,  and  might  undergo,  from  the  caprice 
and  barbarity  of  his  disposition,  affected  my  health 
so  much,  that  I  was  taken  again  ill,  and  my  life 
thought  in  danger. 

My  constitution,  however,  got  the  better  of  my 
distemper,  and  I  was  ordered  into  the  country  by 
my  physicians,  for  the  benefit  of  the  air ;  so  that 
I  found  myself  under  the  necessity  of  keeping  two 
houses,  when  I  was  little  able  to  support  one,  and 
set  up  my  chariot,  because  I  could  not  defray  the 
expense  of  a  hackney-coach;  for  I  had  as  much 
credit  given  me  as  I  asked  for,  notwithstanding  my 
lord's  orders  to  the  contrary. 

Having  recruited  my  spirits  in  the  country,  I 
returned  to  town,  and  was  visited  by  my  friends,  who 
never  forsook  me  in  adversity,  and  in  the  summer 
removed  to  a  house  in  Essex,  where  I  lived  a  few 
months  in  great  tranquillity,  unmolested  by  my 
tyrant,  who  sometimes  gave  me  a  whole  year's 
respite.    Here  I  used  to  ride  and  drive  by  turns, 
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as  my  humour  dictated,  with  horses  which  were  lent 
me ;  and  I  had  the  company  of  my  lover,  and 
another  gentleman,  who  was  a  very  agreeable  com- 
panion, and  of  singular  service  to  me  in  the  sequel. 

At  last,  my  lord  having  received  intelligence  of 
the  place  of  my  abode,  and  his  tormenting  humour 
recurring,  he  set  out  for  my  habitation,  and  in  the 
morning  appeared  in  his  coach  and  six,  attended  by 
Mr.  G — n  and  another  person,  whom  he  had  engaged 
for  the  purpose,  with  several  domestics  armed.  I 
immediately  shut  up  my  doors  at  his  approach,  and 
refused  him  admittance,  which  he  endeavoured  to 
obtain  by  a  succession  of  prayers  and  threats ;  but 
I  was  deaf  to  both,  and  resolved  to  hold  out  to  the 
last.  Seeing  me  determined,  he  began  his  attack, 
and  his  servants  actually  forced  their  way  into  the 
house;  upon  which  I  retreated  upstairs,  and  forti- 
fied myself  in  my  apartment,  which  the  assailants 
stormed  with  such  fury,  that  the  door  began  to 
give  way,  and  I  retired  into  another  room. 

WHiilst  I  remained  in  this  post,  Mr.  G — n 
demanded  a  parley,  in  which  he  begged  I  would 
favour  my  lord  with  an  interview,  otherwise  he 
knew  not  what  might  be  the  consequence.  To  this 
remonstrance  I  replied,  that  I  was  not  disposed  to 
comply  with  his  request ;  and  though  their  design 
should  be  murder,  I  was  not  at  all  afraid  of  death. 
Upon  this  declaration  they  renewed  their  attacks, 
which  they  carried  on  with  indifferent  success  till 
the  afternoon,  when  my  lord,  as  if  he  had  been  at 
play,  sent  a  formal  message  to  me,  desiring  that 
all  hostilities  should  cease,  till  after  both  parties 
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should  have  dined.  At  the  same  time,  my  own 
servants  came  for  instructions ;  and  I  ordered  them 
to  let  him  have  everything  which  he  should  call  for, 
as  far  as  the  house  would  afford. 

He  did  not  fail  to  make  use  of  this  permission ; 
but  sitting  down  with  his  companions,  ate  up  my 
dinner  without  hesitation,  after  he  had  paid  me  the 
compliment  of  desiring  to  know  what  he  should  send 
up  to  my  apartment.  Far  from  having  any  stomach 
to  partake  of  his  meal,  I  sat  solitary  upon  my  bed, 
in  a  state  of  melancholy  expectation,  having  fastened 
the  door  of  the  outward  room  for  my  security,  while 
I  kept  my  chamber  open  for  the  convenience  of  air, 
the  weather  being  excessively  hot. 

His  lordship,  having  indulged  his  appetite,  resumed 
his  attempt,  and  all  of  a  sudden  I  heard  a  noise  in 
the  next  room ;  upon  which  I  started  up,  and  per- 
ceiving that  he  had  got  into  my  ante-chamber,  by 
the  help  of  a  bench  that  stood  under  the  window,  I 
flung  to  the  door  of  my  room,  which  I  locked  with 
great  expedition,  and  opening  another  that  com- 
municated with  the  staircase,  ran  out  of  the  house, 
through  a  crowd  of  more  than  a  hundred  people, 
whom  this  fray  had  gathered  together. 

Being  universally  beloved  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  respected  by  my  lord's  servants,  I  passed  among 
them  untouched,  and  took  refuge  in  a  neighbour- 
ing cottage;  while  his  lordship  bawled  and  roared 
for  assistance,  being  afraid  to  come  out  as  he  had 
gone  in.  Without  waiting  for  his  deliberations,  I 
changed  clothes  with  the  poor  woman  who  had  given 
me  shelter,  and  in  her  blue  apron  and  straw  hat 
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sallied  out  into  the  fields,  intending  to  seek  protec- 
tion in  the  house  of  a  gentleman  not  far  off,  though 
I  was  utterly  ignorant  of  the  road  that  led  me  to  it. 
However,  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  meet  with  a 
farmer,  who  undertook  to  conduct  me  to  the  place ; 
otherwise  I  should  have  missed  my  way,  and  in  all 
probability  lain  in  the  fields ;  for  by  this  time  it  was 
eight  o'clock  at  night. 

Under  the  direction  of  this  guide,  I  traversed 
hedges  and  ditches  (for  I  would  not  venture  to  travel 
in  the  highway,  lest  I  should  fall  into  the  hands  of 
my  pursuer),  and  after  I  had  actually  tumbled  into 
the  mire,  and  walked  six  or  seven  long  miles  by  the 
help  of  a  good  spirit,  which  never  failed  me  on  such 
occasions,  I  arrived  at  the  place,  and  rung  the  bell  at 
the  garden  gate  for  admittance.  Seeing  my  figure, 
which  was  very  uncouth,  together  with  my  draggled 
condition,  they  denied  me  entrance  ;  but,  when  they 
understood  who  I  was,  immediately  opened  the  door, 
and  I  was  hospitably  entertained,  after  having  been 
the  subject  of  mirth,  on  account  of  my  dress  and 
adventure. 

Next  day  I  returned  and  took  possession  of  my 
house  again,  where  I  resumed  my  former  amusements, 
which  I  enjoyed  in  quiet  for  the  space  of  a  whole 
month,  waiting  with  resignation  for  the  issue  of  my 
lawsuit ;  when,  one  afternoon,  I  was  apprised  of  his 
lordship"'s  approach  by  one  of  my  spies,  whom  I 
always  employed  to  reconnoitre  the  road;  and  so 
fortunate  was  I  in  the  choice  of  these  scouts,  that  I 
never  was  betrayed  by  one  of  them,  though,  they 
were  often  bribed  for  that  purpose. 
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I  no  sooner  received  this  intelligence,  than  I 
ordered  my  horse  to  be  saddled,  and,  mounting,  rode 
out  of  sight  immediately,  directing  my  course  a  dif- 
ferent way  from  the  London  road.  I  had  not  long 
proceeded  in  this  tract,  when  my  career  was  all  of  a 
sudden  stopped  by  a  five-bar  gate,  which,  after  some 
hesitation,  I  resolved  to  leap  (my  horse  being  an  old 
hunter),  if  I  should  find  myself  pursued.  However, 
with  much  difficulty  I  made  a  shift  to  open  it,  and 
arrived  in  safety  at  the  house  of  my  very  good  friend 

Mr.  G  ,  who,  being  a  justice  of  the  peace,  had 

promised  me  his  protection,  if  it  should  be  wanted. 

Thus  secured  for  the  present,  I  sent  out  spies  to 
bring  information  of  his  lordship's  proceedings,  and 
understood  that  he  had  taken  possession  of  my  house, 
turned  my  servants  adrift,  and  made  himself  master 
of  all  my  movables,  clothes,  and  papers.  As  for  the 
papers,  they  were  of  no  consequence,  but  of  clothes  I 
had  a  good  stock  ;  and,  when  I  had  reason  to  believe 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  relinquish  his  conquest,  I 
thought  it  was  high  time  for  me  to  remove  to  a  greater 
distance  from  his  quarters.  Accordingly,  two  days 
after  my  escape,  I  set  out  at  eleven  o''clock  at  night,  in 
a  chariot  and  four,  which  I  borrowed  of  my  friend, 
attended  by  a  footman,  who  was  a  stout  fellow,  and 
well  armed,  I  myself  being  provided  with  a  brace  of 
good  pistols,  which  I  was  fully  determined  to  use 
against  any  person  who  should  presume  to  lay  violent 
hands  upon  me,  except  my  lord,  for  whom  a  less 
mortal  weapon  would  have  sufficed,  such  as  a  bodkin 
or  a  tinder-box.  Nothing  could  be  farther  from 
my  intention  than  the  desire  of  hurting  any  living 
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creature,  much  less  my  husband ;  my  design  was  only 
to  defend  myself  from  cruelty  and  oppression,  which 
I  knew,  by  fatal  experience,  would  infallibly  be  my 
lot,  should  he  get  me  into  his  power.  And  I  thought 
I  had  as  good  a  right  to  preserve  my  happiness,  as 
that  which  every  individual  has  to  preserve  his  life, 
especially  against  a  set  of  ruffians,  who  were  engaged 
to  rob  me  of  it  for  a  little  dirty  lucre. 

In  the  midst  of  our  journey,  the  footman  came  up, 
and  told  me  I  was  dogged ;  upon  which  I  looked  out, 
and,  seeing  a  man  riding  by  the  chariot  side,  pre- 
sented one  of  my  pistols  out  of  my  window,  and 
preserved  that  posture  of  defence,  until  he  thought 
proper  to  retreat,  and  rid  me  of  the  fears  that 
attended  his  company.  I  arrived  in  town,  and, 
changing  my  equipage,  hired  an  open  chaise,  in 
which,  though  I  was  almost  starved  with  cold,  I 
travelled  to  Reading,  which  I  reached  by  ten  next 
morning ;  and  from  thence  proceeded  farther  in 
the  country,  with  a  view  of  taking  refuge  with  Mrs. 

C  ,  who  was  my  particular  friend.   Here  I  should 

have  found  shelter,  though  my  lord  had  been  before- 
hand with  me,  and  endeavoured  to  prepossess  her 
against  my  conduct,  had  not  the  house  been  crowded 
with  company,  among  whom  I  could  not  possibly 
have  been  concealed,  especially  from  her  brother, 
who  was  an  intimate  friend  of  my  persecutor. 

Things  being  thus  situated,  I  enjoyed  but  a  very 
short  interview  with  her,  in  which  her  sorrow  and 
perplexity  on  my  account  appeared  with  great 
expression  in  her  countenance;  and,  though  it  was 
not  in  her  power  to  afford  me  the  relief  I  expected, 
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she,  in  the  most  genteel  manner,  sent  after  me  a 
small  sum  of  money,  thinking  that,  considering  the 
hurry  in  which  I  left  my  house,  I  might  have  occa- 
sion for  it  on  the  road,  I  was  by  this  time  benumbed 
with  cold,  fatigued  with  travelling,  and  almost  fret- 
ted to  death  by  my  disappointment.  However, 
this  was  no  time  to  indulge  despondence;  since 
nobody  could  or  would  assist  me,  I  stood  the  more  in 
need  of  my  own  resolution  and  presence  of  mind. 
After  some  deliberation,  I  steered  my  course  back  to 
London  ;  and,  being  unwilling  to  return  by  the  same 
road  in  which  I  came,  as  well  as  impatient  to  be  at 
the  end  of  my  journey,  I  chose  the  Bagshot  way, 
and  ventured  to  cross  the  heath  by  moonlight. 

Here  I  was  attacked  by  a  footpad  armed  with  a 
broadsword,  who  came  up  and  demanded  my  money. 
My  stock  amounted  to  twelve  guineas  ;  and  I  fore- 
saw, that,  should  I  be  stripped  of  the  whole  sum,  I 
could  not  travel  without  discovering  who  I  was,  and 
consequently  running  the  risk  of  being  detected  by 
my  pursuer.  On  these  considerations  I  gave  the 
fellow  three  guineas  and  some  silver ;  with  which  he 
was  so  far  from  being  satisfied,  that  he  threatened 
to  search  me  for  more.  But  I  ordered  the  coachman 
to  proceed,  and  by  good  fortune  escaped  that  cere- 
mony, though  I  was  under  some  apprehension  of 
being  overtaken  with  a  pistol  bullet  in  my  flight, 
and  therefore  held  down  my  head  in  the  chaise,  in 
imitation  of  some  great  men,  who  are  said  to  have 
ducked  in  the  same  manner  in  the  day  of  battle. 

My  fears  happened  to  be  disappointed.  I  lay  at 
an  inn  upon  the  road,  and  next  day  arrived  in  town, 
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in  the  utmost  difficulty  and  distress ;  for  I  knew  not 
where  to  fix  my  habitation,  and  was  destitute  of  all 
means  of  support.  In  this  dilemma,  I  applied  to 
my  lawyer,  who  recommended  me  to  the  house  of 
a  tradesman  in  Westminster,  where  I  lodged  and 
boarded  upon  credit,  with  my  faithful  Abigail,  whom 
I  shall  distinguish  by  the  name  of  Mrs.  S — r,  for  the 
space  of  ten  weeks,  during  which  I  saw  nobody,  and 
never  once  stirred  abroad. 

While  I  was  thus  harassed  out  of  all  enjoyment  of 
life,  and  reduced  to  the  utmost  indigence,  by  the 
cruelty  of  my  persecutor,  who  had  even  stripped  me 
of  my  wearing  apparel,  I  made  a  conquest  of  Lord 

D  ,  a  nobleman  who  is  now  dead,  and  therefore 

I  shall  say  little  of  his  character,  which  is  perfectly 
well  known.  This  only  will  I  observe,  that,  next  to 
my  own  tyrant,  he  was  the  person  of  whom  I  had  the 
greatest  abhorrence.  Nevertheless,  when  these  two 
came  in  competition,  I  prefen^ed  the  offers  of  this 
new  lover,  which  were  very  considerable ;  and  as  an 
asylum  was  the  chief  thing  I  wanted,  agreed  to  follow 
him  to  his  country  seat,  whither  I  actually  sent  my 
clothes,  which  I  had  purchased  upon  credit. 

However,  upon  mature  deliberation,  I  changed  my 
mind,  and  signified  my  resolution  in  a  letter,  desiring 
at  the  same  time,  that  my  baggage  might  be  sent 
back.  In  consequence  of  this  message,  I  expected 
a  visit  from  him,  in  all  the  rage  of  indignation  and 
disappointment,  and  gave  orders  that  he  should  not 
be  admitted  into  my  house.  Yet,  notwithstanding 
this  precaution,  he  found  means  to  procure  entrance  ; 
and  one  of  the  first  objects  that  I  saw,  next  morning, 
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in  my  bedchamber,  was  my  lover,  armed  with  a 
horse-whip,  against  which,  from  the  knowledge  of 
the  man,  I  did  not  think  myself  altogether  secure ; 
though  I  was  not  much  alarmed,  because  I  believed 
myself  superior  to  him  in  point  of  bravery,  should 
the  worst  come  to  the  worst.  But,  contrary  to  my 
expectation,  and  his  usual  behaviour  to  our  sex,  he 
accosted  me  very  politely,  and  began  to  expostulate 
on  the  contents  of  my  letter.  I  freely  told  him,  that 
I  had  rashly  assented  to  his  proposal,  for  my  own 
convenience  only  ;  that,  when  I  reflected  on  what  I 
had  done,  I  thought  it  ungenerous  in  me  to  live  with 
him  upon  these  terms ;  and  that,  as  I  did  not  like 
him,  and  could  not  dissemble,  such  a  correspondence 
could  never  tend  to  the  satisfaction  of  either.  He 
allowed  the  inference  was  just,  though  he  was  very 
much  chagrined  at  my  previous  proceeding.  He 
relincjuished  his  claim,  restored  my  clothes,  and  never 
afterwards  upbraided  me  with  my  conduct  in  this 
affair ;  though  he  at  one  time  owned,  that  he  still 
loved  me,  and  ever  should,  because  I  had  used  him 
ill ;  a  declaration  that  strongly  marks  the  peculiarity 
of  his  character.  As  for  my  own  part,  I  own  that 
my  behaviour  on  this  occasion  is  no  other  way  excus- 
able, than  on  account  of  the  miserable  perplexity  of 
my  circumstances,  which  were  often  so  calamitous, 
that  I  wonder  I  have  not  been  compelled  to  take 
such  steps  as  would  have  rendered  my  conduct  much 
more  exceptionable  than  it  really  is. 

At  last  all  my  hopes  were  blasted  by  the  issue  of 
my  suit,  which  was  determined  in  favour  of  my  lord. 
Even  then  I  refused  to  yield;  on  the  contrary, 

[  238  J 


MEMOIRS  OF  A  LADY  OF  QUALITY 


coming  out  of  retirement,  I  took  lodgings  in  Suffolk 
Street,  and  set  my  tyrant  at  defiance.  But,  being 
unwilling  to  trust  my  doors  to  the  care  of  other 
people,  I  hired  a  house  in  Conduit  Street;  and  no 
sooner  appeared  in  the  world  again,  than  I  was  sur- 
rounded by  divers  and  sundry  sorts  of  admirers.  I 
believe  I  received  the  incense  and  addresses  of  all 
kinds  under  the  sun,  except  that  sort  which  was  most 
to  my  liking,  a  man  capable  of  contracting  and 
inspiring  a  mutual  attachment ;  but  such  a  one  is 
equtilly  rare  and  inestimable ;  not  but  that  I  own 
myself  greatly  obliged  to  all  those  who  cultivated 
my  good  graces,  though  they  were  very  little  beholden 
to  me  ;  for  where  I  did  not  really  love,  I  could  never 
profess  that  passion ;  that  sort  of  dissimulation  is  a 
slavery  that  no  honest  nature  will  undergo.  Except 
one  w^orthy  young  man  whom  I  sometimes  saw,  they 
were  a  strange  medley  of  insignificant  beings;  one 
was  insipid,  another  ridiculously  affected,  a  third 
void  of  all  education,  a  fourth  altogether  inconsistent ; 
and,  in  short,  I  found  as  many  trifling  characters 
among  the  men,  as  ever  I  observed  in  my  own  sex. 
Some  of  them  I  endeavoured  to  bring  over  to  my 
maxims,  while  they  attempted  to  make  a  proselyte 
of  me ;  but,  finding  the  task  impracticable  on  both 
sides,  we  very  wisely  dropt  each  other. 

At  length,  however,  I  was  blessed  with  the 
acquaintance  of  one  nobleman,  who  is,  perhaps,  the 
first  character  in  England,  in  point  of  honour, 
integrity,  wit,  sense,  and  benevolence  ;  when  I  have 
thus  distinguished  him,  I  need  scarce  mention  Lord 

 .    This  great,  this  good  man,  possesses  every 
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accomplishment  requisite  to  inspire  admiration,  love, 
and  esteem.  With  infinitely  more  merit  than  almost 
ever  fell  to  one  man"'s  share,  he  manifests  such 
diffidence  of  his  own  qualifications,  as  cannot  fail  to 
prepossess  every  company  in  his  favour.  He  seems 
to  observe  nothing,  yet  sees  everything ;  his  manner 
of  telling  a  story,  and  making  trifles  elegant,  is 
peculiar  to  himself ;  and,  though  he  has  a  thousand 
oddities,  they  serve  only  to  make  him  more  agreeable. 
After  what  I  have  said,  it  may  be  supposed  that  I 
was  enamoured  of  his  person  ;  but  this  was  not  the 
case  ;  love  is  altogether  capricious  and  fanciful ;  yet 
I  admire,  honour,  and  esteem  him  to  the  highest 
degree,  and  when  I  observe  that  his  character 
resembled  that  of  my  dear  departed  friend  Mr. 

B  ;  or  rather,  that  Mr.  B  ,  had  he  lived, 

would  have  resembled  Lord  ,  I  pay  the  highest 

compliment  I  can  conceive  both  to  the  living  and 
the  dead. 

In  this  nobleman'^s  friendship  and  conversation  I 
thought  myself  happy;  though  I  was,  as  usual, 
exposed  to  the  indefatigable  efforts  of  my  lord,  who, 
one  day,  while  I  was  favoured  with  the  company  of 
this  generous  friend,  appeared  at  my  door  in  his 
coach,  attended  by  another  gentleman,  who  demanded 
entrance  with  an  air  of  authority.  A  very  honest 
footman,  who  had  been  long  in  my  service,  ran 
upstairs  in  the  utmost  consternation,  and  gave  me 
an  account  of  what  had  happened  below.  Upon 
which  I  told  him  he  had  nothing  to  answer  for,  and 
ordered  him  to  keep  the  door  fast  shut  against  all 
opposition ;  though  I  was  so  much  affected  with 

[  240  ] 


MEMOIRS   OF  A  LADY   OF  QUALITY 


this  unexpected  assault,  that  Lord  said  he  was 

never  more  surprised  and  shocked  in  his  Hfe,  than 
at  the  horror  which  appeared  in  my  countenance, 
when  I  saw  the  coach  stop  at  my  door. 

My  httle  hero  being  refused  admittance,  went 
away,  threatening  to  return  speedily  with  a  reinforce- 
ment ;  and  during  this  interval,  I  provided  myself 
with  a  soldier,  whom  I  placed  sentinel  at  the  door, 
within  side,  to  guard  me  from  the  danger  of  such 
assaults  for  the  future.  My  lord,  true  to  his  prom- 
ise, marched  back  with  his  auxiliaries,  reinforced  with 
a  constable,  and  repeated  his  demand  of  being  admit- 
ted; and  my  soldier  opening  the  sash,  in  order  to 
answer  him,  according  to  my  directions,  he  no  sooner 
perceived  the  red  coat,  than  he  was  seized  with  such 
a  panic,  that  he  instantly  fled  with  great  precipita- 
tion; and,  when  he  recounted  the  adventure,  like 
FalstafF  in  the  play,  multiplied  my  guard  into  a  whole 
file  of  musqueteers.  He  also  made  a  shift  to  discover 
the  gentleman  who  had  been  so  kind  as  to  lend  me 
one  of  his  company,  and  complained  of  him  to  the 

Duke  of  N  ,  in  hopes  of  seeing  him  broke  for  his 

misdemeanour ;  but  in  that  expectation  he  was  luck- 
ily disappointed. 

Perceiving  that  in  England  I  should  never  enjoy 
peace,  but  be  continually  subject  to  those  alarms  and 
disquiets  which  had  already  impaired  my  health  and 
spirits,  I  resolved  to  repair  again  to  France,  my  best 
refuge  and  sure  retreat  from  the  persecution  of  my 
tyrant.  Yet,  before  I  took  this  step,  I  endeavoured, 
by  the  advice  of  my  friends,  to  conceal  myself  near 
Windsor ;  but  was  in  a  little  time  discovered  by  my 
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lord,  and  hunted  out  of  my  lurking-place  accordingly. 
I  then  removed  to  Chelsea,  where  I  suffered  incon- 
ceivable uneasiness  and  agitation  of  mind,  from  the 
nature  of  my  situation,  my  tranquillity  being  thus 
incessantly  invaded  by  a  man  who  could  not  be  satis- 
fied with  me,  and  yet  could  not  live  without  me.  So 
that,  though  I  was  very  much  indisposed,  I  set  out 
for  France,  by  the  way  of  the  Hague,  as  the  war  had 
shut  up  all  other  communication,  having  no  other 
attendant  but  my  woman  S — r,  who,  though  she 
dreaded  the  sea,  and  was  upon  the  brink  of  matri- 
mony, would  not  quit  me  in  such  a  calamitous  con- 
dition, until  I  was  joined  by  my  footman  and  another 
maid,  whom  I  ordered  to  follow  me  with  the  baggage. 
But,  before  my  departure,  I  sent  a  message  to  Lord 

 ,  demanding  my  clothes,  which  he  had  seized  in 

Essex ;  and,  he  refusing  to  deliver  them,  I  was  obliged 
to  equip  myself  anew,  upon  credit. 

I  was    supplied  with  money  for    my  journey 

by  my  good  friend  L  ;  and,  after  a  short  and 

pleasant  passage,  arrived  at  the  Hague,  where  I 
stayed  two  months,  and  parted  with  S — r,  on  whom 
I  settled  an  annuity  of  five-and-twenty  pounds,  pay- 
able out  of  the  provision  which  I  had  or  might 
obtain  from  my  husband.    The  same  allowance  had 

I  prevailed  upon  Lord  B  to  grant  to  another 

maid,  who  attended  me  while  I  lived  in  his  house. 

I  did  not  much  relish  the  people  in  Holland,  be- 
cause they  seemed  entirely  devoted  to  self-interest, 
without  any  taste  for  pleasure  or  politeness ;  a  species 
of  disposition  that  could  not  be  very  agreeable  to 
me,  who  always  despised  money,  had  an  unbounded 
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benevolence  of  heart,  and  loved  pleasure  beyond 
every  other  consideration.  When  I  say  pleasure,  I 
would  not  be  understood  to  mean  sensuality,  which 
constitutes  the  supreme  happiness  of  those  only  who 
are  void  of  sentiment  and  imagination.  Neverthe- 
less, I  received  some  civilities  in  this  place  ;  and, 
among  the  rest,  the  reputation  of  having  for  my 

lover  the  King  of  P  's  minister,  who  was  young 

and  airy,  and  visited  me  often ;  circumstances  that 
were  sufficient  to  lay  me  under  the  imputation  of  an 
amour,  which  I  frequently  incurred  without  having 
given  the  least  cause  of  suspicion. 

Having  taken  leave  of  my  Dutch  friends,  I  de- 
parted from  the  Hague,  in  company  with  an  English 
woman,  whom  I  had  chosen  for  that  purpose,  and 
arrived  at  Antwerp  with  nmch  difficulty  and  danger, 
the  highway  being  infested  with  robbers.  After 
having  reposed  myself  a  few  days  in  this  city,  I  hired 
a  coach  for  myself,  and  set  out  with  my  companion 
for  Brussels ;  but,  before  we  reached  Mechlin,  our 
vehicle  was  attacked  by  two  hussars,  who,  with  their 
sabres  drawn,  obliged  the  coachman  to  drive  into  a 
wood  near  the  road.  I  at  first  imagined  that  they 
wanted  to  examine  our  passports,  but  was  soon  too 
well  convinced  of  their  design  ;  and,  though  very 
much  shocked  at  the  discovery,  found  resolution 
enough  to  suppress  my  concern,  so  that  it  should  not 
aggravate  the  terrors  of  the  young  woman,  who  had 
almost  died  with  apprehension.  I  even  encouraged 
her  to  hope  for  the  best ;  and,  addressing  myself  to 
the  robbers  in  French,  begged,  in  the  most  suppliant 
manner,  that   they  would  spare  our  lives ;  upon 
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which  one  of  them,  who  was  a  little  fellow,  assured 
me,  in  the  same  language,  that  we  had  nothing  to 
fear  for  our  persons. 

When  we  were  conveyed  in  a  state  of  dreadful 
suspense  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  into  the 
wood,  the  ruffians  came  into  the  coach,  and,  taking 
my  keys,  which  I  kept  ready  in  my  hand  for  them, 
opened  three  large  trunks  that  contained  my  bag- 
gage, and  emptying  them  of  everything  but  my 
hoops  and  a  few  books,  packed  up  their  booty  in  a 
cloth ;  then  robbed  me  of  my  money  and  jewels, 
even  to  my  shoe-buckles  and  sleeve-buttons,  took 
my  footman"'s  laced  hat,  and  gave  it,  by  way  of 
gratification,  to  a  peasant,  who  came  from  behind 
the  bushes,  and  assisted  them  in  packing. 

This  affair  being  despatched,  they  ordered  us  to 
return  to  the  road  by  a  different  way  from  that  in 
which  we  were  carried  into  the  wood ;  and  mounting 
their  horses,  rode  off  with  the  plunder,  though  not 
before  the  little  fellow,  who  was  the  least  ferocious 
of  the  two,  had  come  and  shaken  me  by  the  hand, 
wishing  us  a  good  journey ;  a  compliment  which  I 
heartily  returned,  being  extremely  well  pleased  with 
the  retreat  of  two  such  companions,  who  had  detained 
us  a  whole  half-hour ;  during  which,  notwithstand- 
ing the  assurance  I  had  received,  I  was  in  continual 
apprehension  of  seeing  their  operation  concluded 
with  the  murder  of  us  all ;  for  I  suppose  they  were 
of  that  gang  who  had  some  time  before  murdered  a 
French  officer,  and  used  a  lady  extremely  ill,  after 
having  rifled  her  of  all  she  had. 

Having  thus  undergone  pillage,  and  being  reduced 
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to  the  extremity  of  indigence  in  a  foreign  land,  it  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  my  reflections  were  very 
comfortable ;  and  yet,  though  I  sustained  the  whole 
damage,  I  was  the  only  person  in  the  company  who 
bore  the  accident  with  any  resolution  and  presence 
of  mind.  My  coachman  and  valet  seemed  quite 
petrified  with  fear ;  and  it  was  not  till  I  had  re- 
peated my  directions  that  the  former  drove  farther 
into  the  wood,  and  took  the  first  turning  to  the 
right,  in  order  to  regain  the  road,  according  to  the 
command  of  the  robbers,  which  I  did  not  choose  to 
disobey. 

This  misfortune  I  suffered  by  the  misinformation  I 
received  at  Antwerp,  where  I  would  have  provided 
myself  with  an  escort,  had  not  I  been  assured  that 
there  was  not  the  least  occasion  to  put  myself  to 
such  extraordinary  expense.  And  indeed  the  robbers 
took  the  only  half-hour  in  which  they  could  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  plundering  us;  for  we  no 
sooner  returned  into  the  highway,  than  we  met  with 
the  French  artillery  coming  from  Brussels,  which  was 
a  security  to  us  during  the  rest  of  our  journey.  We 
were  afterwards  informed  at  a  small  village,  that 
there  was  actually  a  large  gang  of  deserters,  who 
harboured  in  that  wood,  from  which  they  made  ex- 
cursions in  the  neighbourhood,  and  kept  the  peasants 
in  continual  alarms. 

Having  proceeded  a  little  way,  we  were  stopped  by 
the  artillery  crossing  a  bridge ;  and,  as  the  train  was 
very  long,  must  have  been  detained  till  night,  had 
not  a  soldier  informed  me,  that,  if  I  would  take  the 
trouble  to  come  out  of  my  coach,  and  apply  to  the 
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commandant,  he  would  order  them  to  halt,  and  allow 
me  to  pass.  I  took  the  man''s  advice,  and  was  by 
him  conducted,  with  much  difficulty,  through  the 
crowd,  to  some  officers,  who  seemed  scarce  to  deserve 
the  name ;  for,  when  I  signified  my  request,  they 
neither  rose  up,  nor  desired  me  to  sit  down ;  but, 
lolling  in  their  chairs,  with  one  leg  stretched  out, 
asked,  with  an  air  of  disrespectful  raillery,  where  I 
was  going  ?  and  when  I  answered,  "  To  Paris,*"  de- 
sired to  know  what  I  w  ould  do  there  ? 

I,  who  am  naturally  civil  where  I  am  civilly  used, 
and  saucy  enough  where  I  think  myself  treated  with 
disregard,  was  very  much  piqued  at  their  insolent 
and  unmannerly  behaviour,  and  began  to  reply  to 
the  impertinent  questions  very  abruptly  ;  so  that  a 
very  tart  dialogue  would  have  ensued,  had  not  the 
conversation  been  interrupted  by  a  tall,  thin,  genteel 
young  French  nobleman,  an  officer  in  the  army,  who, 
chancing  to  come  in,  asked  with  great  politeness,  what 
I  would  please  to  have  ?  I  then  repeated  my  desire, 
and  produced  my  passports,  by  which  he  learned 
who  I  was.  He  immediately  gave  orders  that  my 
coach  should  pass  ;  and  afterwards  visited  me  at  Paris, 
having  obtained  my  permission,  and  taking  my 
address  at  parting  ;  while  the  others,  understanding 
my  name  and  quality,  asked  pardon  for  their  im- 
polite carriage,  which  they  told  me  was  owing  to  the 
representation  of  the  soldier,  who  gave  them  to 
understand,  that  I  was  a  strolling  actress. 

I  could  not  help  laughing  heartily  at  this  mis- 
take, which  might  have  proceeded  from  the  circum- 
stances of  my  appearance,  my  footman  having  been 
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obliged  to  change  hats  with  the  peasant,  and  myself 
being  without  buckles  in  my  shoes  and  buttons  in  my 
riding-shirt,  while  my  countenance  still  retained 
marks  of  the  fear  and  confusion  I  had  undergone. 
After  all,  perhaps  the  fellow  was  a  droll,  and 
wanted  to  entertain  himself  at  my  expense. 

The  day  was  so  far  consumed  in  these  adventures, 
that  I  was  obliged  to  take  up  my  lodgings  at  Mech- 
lin, where  I  addressed  myself  to  the  intendant,  giving 
him  an  account  of  the  disaster  I  had  met  with,  and 
desiring  I  might  have  credit  at  the  inn,  as  our  whole 
company  could  not  raise  the  value  of  a  sixpence. 
This  gentleman,  though  a  provincial,  was  polite  in 
his  way,  and  not  only  granted  my  request,  but 
invited  me  to  lodge  at  his  own  house.  I  accordingly 
gave  him  my  company  at  supper,  but  did  not  choose 
to  sleep  at  his  quarters,  because  he  appeared  to  be 
what  the  French  call  un  vieux  debauche. 

Next  day  he  sent  a  trumpet  to  the  general,  with  a 
detail  of  my  misfortune,  in  hopes  of  retrieving  what 
I  had  lost ;  but,  notwithstanding  all  possible  search, 
I  was  fain  to  put  up  with  my  damage,  which,  in 
linen,  laces,  clothes,  and  baubles,  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  seven  hundred  pounds,  a  loss  which  never  de- 
prived me  of  one  moment's  rest ;  for,  though  I  lodged 
at  a  miserable  inn,  and  lay  in  a  paltry  bed,  I  slept  as 
sound  as  if  nothing  extraordinary  had  happened, 
after  I  had  written  to  London  and  Paris,  directing 
that  the  payment  of  my  bills  of  credit  might  be 
stopped.  Indeed,  I  know  but  of  two  misfortunes  in 
life  capable  of  depressing  my  spirits,  namely,  the  loss 
of  health  and  friends  ;  all  others  may  be  prevented  or 
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endured.  The  articles  of  that  calamity  which  I 
chiefly  regretted,  were  a  picture  of  Lord  W — m,  and 
some  inimitable  letters  from  Mr.  B  . 

From  Mechlin  I  proceeded  to  Brussels,  where, 
being  known,  I  got  credit  for  some  necessaries,  and 
borrowed  twenty  guineas,  to  defray  the  expense  of 
my  journey  to  Paris.  Having  consulted  with  my 
friends,  about  the  safest  method  of  travelling 
through  Flanders,  I  was  persuaded  to  take  places  in 
the  public  voiture ;  and  accordingly  departed,  not 
without  fears  of  finding  one  part  of  the  country  as 
much  infested  with  robbers  as  another.  Nor  were 
these  apprehensions  assuaged  by  the  conversation  of 
my  fellow-travellers,  who,  being  of  the  lower  sort  of 
people,  that  delight  in  exaggerating  dangers,  enter- 
tained me  all  the  way  with  an  account  of  all  the  rob- 
beries and  murders  which  had  been  committed  on 
that  road,  with  many  additional  circumstances  of 
their  own  invention. 

After  having  been  two  days  exposed  to  this  com- 
fortable conversation,  among  very  disagreeable  com- 
pany, which  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  disagreeable 
situations  in  life,  I  arrived  at  Lisle,  where,  thinking 
the  dangerous  part  of  the  journey  was  now  past,  I 
hired  a  post-chaise,  and  in  two  days  more  reached 
Paris  without  any  further  molestation. 

Upon  my  arrival  in  the  capital,  I  was  immediately 
visited  by  my  old  acquaintances,  who,  hearing  my 
disaster,  offered  me  their  clothes,  and  insisted  upon 
my  wearing  them,  until  I  could  be  otherwise  pro- 
vided. They  likewise  engaged  me  in  parties,  with  a 
view  of  amusing  my  imagination,  that  I  might  not 
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grow  melancholy  in  reflecting  upon  my  loss ;  and 
desired  me  to  repeat  the  particulars  of  my  story 
forty  times  over,  expressing  great  surprise  at  our  not 
being  murdered,  or  ravished  at  least.  As  for  this 
last  species  of  outrage,  the  fear  of  it  never  once 
entered  my  head,  otherwise  I  should  have  been  more 
shocked  and  alarmed  than  I  really  was.  But  it 
seems  this  was  the  chief  circumstance  of  my  com- 
panion's apprehension ;  and  I  cannot  help  observing, 
that  a  homely  woman  is  always  more  apt  to  enter- 
tain those  fears,  than  one  whose  person  exposes  her 
to  much  more  imminent  danger.  However,  I  now 
learned,  that  the  risk  I  ran  was  much  greater  than  I 
imagined  it  to  be,  those  ruffians  being  familiarised  to 
rape  as  well  as  murder. 

Soon  after  my  appearance  at  Paris,  I  was  favoured 
with  the  addresses  of  several  French  lovers;  but  I 
never  had  any  taste  for  foreigners,  or  indeed  for  any 
amusement  of  that  kind,  except  such  as  were  likely 
to  be  lasting,  and  settled  upon  a  more  agreeable 
footing  than  that  of  common  gallantry.  When  I 
deviated  from  this  principle,  my  conduct  was  the 
effect  of  compulsion,  and  therefore  I  was  never  easy 
under  it,  having  been  reduced  to  the  alternative  of 
two  evils,  the  least  of  which  I  was  obliged  to  choose, 
as  a  man  leaps  into  the  sea,  in  order  to  escape  from 
a  ship  that  is  on  fire. 

Though  I  rejected  their  love,  I  did  not  refuse 
their  company  and  conversation ;  and,  though  my 
health  was  considerably  impaired  by  the  shock  I 
received  in  my  last  adventure,  which  was  considerably 
greater  than  I  at  first  imagined,  and  affected  my 
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companion  so  much,  that  she  did  not  recover  her 
spirits  till  she  returned  to  England,  I  say,  though 
I  was  for  some  time  a  valetudinarian,  I  enjoyed 
myself  in  great  tranquillity  for  the  space  of  ten 
months,  during  which  I  was  visited  by  English, 
Scotch,  and  French,  of  all  parties  and  persuasions  ; 
for  pleasure  is  of  no  faction,  and  that  was  the  chief 
object  of  my  pursuit;  neither  was  I  so  ambitious  of 
being  a  politician,  as  to  employ  my  time  and 
thoughts  upon  subjects  which  I  did  not  understand. 
—  I  had  admirers  of  all  sides,  and  should  have  spent 
my  time  very  much  to  my  liking,  had  not  I  felt  my 
funds  sensibly  diminish,  without  any  prospect  of 
their  being  repaired ;  for  I  had  been  obliged  to  lay 
out  a  great  part  of  the  sum  allotted  for  my  subsist- 
ence, in  supplying  my  companion,  my  servant,  and 
myself  with  necessaries,  in  lieu  of  those  which  we  had 
lost. 

Having  before  my  eyes  the  uncomfortable  pros- 
pect of  wanting  money  in  a  strange  place,  I  found 
myself  under  the  necessity  of  returning  to  England, 
where  I  had  more  resources  than  I  could  possibly 
have  among  foreigners  ;  and  with  that  view  wrote 

to  Lord  ^'s  agents,  desiring  that  I  might  be 

enabled  to  discharge  my  obligations  at  Paris,  by  the 
payment  of  my  pin-money.  Thus  a  negotiation 
commenced,  and  his  lordship  promised  to  remit 
money  for  the  clearance  of  my  Paris  debts,  which 
amounted  to  four  hundred  pounds  :  but  he  would 
not  advance  one  farthing  more,  though  I  gave 
him  to  understand,  that,  while  he  protracted  the 
agreement,  I  must  inevitably  be  adding  to  my 
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encumbrances,  and  that  I  should  be  as  effectually 
detained  by  a  debt  of  twenty  pounds,  as  if  I  owed 
a  thousand.  Notwithstanding  all  my  representa- 
tions, he  would  not  part  with  one  shilling  over  the 
net  sum  which  I  at  first  stipulated ;  so  that  all 
my  measures  were  rendered  abortive,  and  I  found 
it  altogether  impracticable  to  execute  those  reso- 
lutions I  had  formed  in  his  favour. 

Thus  did  he,  for  a  mere  trifle,  embarrass  the 
woman  for  whom  he  professes  the  most  unlimited 
love,  and  whose  principles  he  pretends  to  hold  in  the 
utmost  veneration.  Indeed,  his  confidence^  in  my 
integrity  is  not  without  foundation ;  for  many 
wives,  with  one  half  of  my  provocation,  would  have 
ruined  him  to  all  intents  and  purposes ;  whereas, 
notwithstanding  all  the  extraordinary  expenses  to 
which  I  have  been  exposed  by  his  continual  persecu- 
tion, he  never  paid  a  shilling  on  my  account  except 
one  thousand  pounds,  exclusive  of  the  small  allow- 
ance which  was  my  due.  In  a  word,  so  much  time 
elapsed  before  my  lord  could  prevail  upon  himself  to 
advance  the  bare  four  hundred,  that  I  was  involved 
in  fresh  difficulties,  from  which  I  found  it  impossible 
to  extricate  myself ;  and  though  I  had  occasion  to 

write  a  letter  to  my  benefactor  Lord  ,  in  which 

I  expressed  my  acknowledgment  of  past  favours,  I 
could  not  venture  to  solicit  more,  even  when  I  was 
encouraged  by  a  very  obliging  answer,  wherein  he 
declared,  that  the  good  qualities  of  my  mind  and 
heart  would  bind  him  to  me  in  friendship  for  ever. 

While  I  ruminated  on  my  uncomfortable  situation, 
which  would  neither  permit  me  to  return  to  FiUg- 
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land,  nor  to  stay  much  longer  where  I  was,  a  young 
Englishman  of  immense  fortune  took  Paris  in  his 
way  from  Italy,  accompanied  by  a  most  agreeable 
Scotchman  of  very  good  sense  and  great  vivacity.  It 
was  my  good  or  ill  fortune  to  become  acquainted 
with  these  gentlemen,  who,  having  seen  me  at  the 
opera,  expressed  a  desire  of  being  known  to  me,  and 
accordingly  favoured  me  with  a  visit  one  afternoon, 
when  the  brisk  North  Briton  engrossed  the  whole 
conversation,  while  the  other  seemed  fearful  and 
diffident  even  to  a  degree  of  bashfulness,  through 
which,  Jiowever,  I  could  discern  a  delicate  sensibility 
and  uncommon  understanding. — There  was  in  his 
person  (which  was  very  agreeable),  as  well  as  in  his 
behaviour,  a  certain  naivete  that  was  very  pleasing ; 
and,  at  this  first  interview,  we  relished  each  other's 
company  so  well,  that  a  sort  of  intimacy  immediately 
commenced,  and  was  carried  on  in  a  succession  of 
parties  of  pleasure,  in  the  course  of  which  I  found 
him  fraught  with  all  the  tenderness  and  sentiment 
that  render  the  heart  susceptible  of  the  most  refined 
love ;  a  disposition  that  immediately  made  me  par- 
tial to  him,  while  it  subjected  his  own  heart  to 
all  the  violent  impressions  of  a  passion,  which  I 
little  imagined  our  correspondence  would  have 
produced. 

Nevertheless,  I  was  far  from  being  displeased  with 
my  conquest,  because  his  person  and  qualifications, 
as  well  as  his  manner  of  address,  were  very  much  to 
my  liking,  and  recommended  him  in  a  particular 
manner  to  my  affection.  Indeed,  he  made  greater 
progress  in  my  heart  than  I  myself  suspected ;  for 
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there  was  something  congenial  in  our  souls,  which, 
from  our  first  meeting,  I  believe,  had  attracted  us, 
unknown  to  ourselves,  under  the  notions  of  friend- 
ship and  regard,  and  now  disclosed  itself  in  the  most 
passionate  love. 

I  listened  to  his  addresses,  and  we  were  truly 
happy.  His  attachment  was  the  quintessence  of 
tenderness  and  sincerity,  while  his  generosity  knew 
no  bounds.  Not  contented  with  having  paid  twelve 
hundred  pounds  on  my  account,  in  the  space  of  one 
fortnight,  he  would  have  loaded  me  with  present 
after  present,  had  I  not  absolutely  refused  to  accept 
such  expensive  marks  of  his  munificence.  I  was  even 
mortified  at  those  instances  of  his  liberality,  which 
my  situation  compelled  me  to  receive,  lest,  being  but 
little  acquainted  with  my  disposition,  he  should  sus- 
pect me  of  being  interested  in  my  love,  and  judge 
my  conduct  by  the  malicious  reports  of  common 
fame,  which,  he  afterwards  owned,  had  at  first 
obtained  such  credit  with  him,  that  he  believed 
our  mutual  attachment  would  not  be  of  long  dura- 
tion. But,  in  this  particular,  he  was  soon  unde- 
ceived. His  heart,  though  naturally  adapted  for 
the  melting  passion,  had  hitherto  escaped  untouched 
by  all  the  ladies  of  Italy  and  France ;  and  therefore 
the  first  impressions  were  the  more  deeply  fixed.  As 
he  was  unpractised  in  the  ways  of  common  gallantry 
and  deceit,  the  striking  simplicity  in  his  character 
was  the  more  likely  to  engage  the  heart  of  one 
who  knew  the  perfidy  of  the  world,  and  despised  all 
the  farce  and  bombast  of  fashionable  profession, 
which  I  had  always  considered  as  the  phrase  of 
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vanity  and  ostentation,  rather  than  the  genuine  lan- 
guage of  love.  Besides,  gratitude  had  a  considerable 
share  in  augmenting  my  affection,  which  manifested 
itself  in  such  a  warm,  cordial,  artless  manner,  as 
increased  his  esteem,  and  riveted  his  attachment; 
for  he  could  easily  perceive,  from  the  whole  tenor  of 
my  conduct,  that  my  breast  was  an  utter  stranger  to 
craft  and  dissimulation ;  yet  I  was  at  first  fearful  of 
contracting  any  engagement  with  him,  because,  being 
younger  than  me,  he  might  be  more  apt  to  change, 
and  the  world  might  be  malicious  enough  to  suppose 
I  had  practised  upon  his  inexperience ;  but,  conscious 
of  my  own  integrity,  I  set  slander  at  defiance,  trust- 
ing to  my  own  behaviour,  and  his  natural  probity, 
for  the  continuance  of  his  love.  Though  we  did  not 
live  together  in  the  same  house,  the  greatest  part  of 
our  time  was  spent  in  each  other's  company;  —  we 
dined  and  supped  at  the  same  table,  frequented  pub- 
lic places,  went  upon  parties  to  the  country,  and 
never  parted,  but  for  a  few  hours  in  the  night, 
which  we  passed  in  the  utmost  impatience  to  meet 
again. 

In  this  agreeable  manner  did  the  days  roll  on, 
when  my  felicity  was  interrupted  by  a  fit  of  jealousy 
with  which  I  happened  to  be  seized.  I  had  con- 
tracted an  acquaintance  with  a  young  married 
lady,  who,  though  her  personal  attractions  were 
but  slender,  was  upon  the  whole  an  agreeable, 
cheerful,  good-natured  companion,  with  a  little  dash 
of  the  coquette  in  her  composition.  This  woman 
being  in  very  indigent  circumstances,  occasioned  by 
some  losses  her  husband  had  sustained,  no  sooner 
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had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  and  conversing  with 
my  lover,  than  she  formed  the  design  of  making  a 
conquest  of  him.  I  should  have  forgiven  her  for 
this  scheme,  whatever  pangs  it  might  have  cost  me, 
had  I  believed  it  the  effect  of  real  passion ;  but  I 
knew  her  too  well  to  suppose  her  heart  was  suscep- 
tible of  love,  and  accordingly  resented  it.  In  the 
execution  of  her  plan,  she  neglected  nothing  which 
she  thought  capable  of  engaging  his  attention.  She 
took  all  opportunities  of  sitting  near  him  at  table, 
ogled  him  in  the  most  palpable  manner,  directed  her 
whole  discourse  to  him,  trod  upon  his  toes  ;  nay,  I 
believe,  squeezed  his  hand.  My  blood  boiled  at  her, 
though  my  pride,  for  some  time,  enabled  me  to  con- 
ceal my  uneasiness ;  till  at  length  her  behaviour 
became  so  arrogant  and  gross,  that  I  could  no 
longer  suppress  my  indignation,  and  one  day  told 
my  lover  that  I  would  immediately  renounce  his 
correspondence. 

He  was  greatly  alarmed  at  this  unexpected  decla- 
ration ;  and,  when  he  understood  the  cause  of  it, 
assured  me,  that,  for  the  future,  he  would  never 
exchange  one  word  with  her.  Satisfied  with  this 
mark  of  his  sincerity  and  regard,  I  released  him  from 
his  promise,  which  he  could  not  possibly  keep,  while 
she  and  I  lived  upon  any  terms ;  and  we  continued 
to  visit  each  other  as  usual,  though  she  still  persisted 
in  her  endeavours  to  rival  me  in  his  affection,  and 
contracted  an  intimacy  with  his  companion,  who 
seemed  to  entertain  a  passion  for  her,  that  she  might 
have  the  more  frequent  opportunities  of  being  among 
us  ;  for  she  had  no  objection  against  favouring  the 
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addresses  of  both.  One  evening,  I  remember,  we 
set  out  in  my  coach  for  the  opera ;  and,  in  the  way, 
this  inamorata  was  so  busy  with  her  feet,  that  I  was 
incensed  at  her  behaviour ;  and,  when  we  arrived  at 
the  place,  refused  to  alight ;  but,  setting  them  down, 
declared  my  intention  of  returning  home  immediately. 
She  was  so  much  pleased  with  this  intimation,  that 
she  could  not  conceal  the  joy  she  felt  at  the  thoughts 
of  conversing  with  him,  uninterrupted  by  my  pres- 
ence ;  an  opportunity  with  which  I  had  never  favoured 
her  before.  This  open  exultation  increased  my  anger 
and  anxiety.  I  went  home ;  but,  being  still  tortured 
with  the  reflection  of  having  left  them  together, 
adjusted  myself  in  the  glass,  though  I  was  too  angry 
to  take  notice  of  my  own  figure,  and  without  further 
delay  returned  to  the  opera. 

Having  inquired  for  the  box  in  which  they  sat,  I 
took  possession  of  one  that  fronted  them,  and,  recon- 
noitring them,  without  being  perceived,  had  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  him  removed  to  as  great  a  dis- 
tance from  her  as  the  place  would  permit,  and  his 
head  turned  another  way.  Composed  by  this  exam- 
ination, I  joined  them  without  further  scruple,  when 
my  young  gentleman  expressed  great  joy  at  my 
appearance,  and  told  me  he  was  determined  to  have 
left  the  entertainment,  and  come  in  quest  of  me,  had 
I  not  returned  at  that  instant. 

In  our  way  homewards,  my  rival  repeated  her 
usual  hints,  and  with  her  large  hoop  almost  over- 
shadowed my  lover  from  my  view ;  upon  which  my 
jealousy  and  wrath  recurred  with  such  violence,  that 
I  pulled  the  string  as  a  signal  for  the  coachman  to 
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stop,  with  a  view  of  getting  out,  and  going  home 
afoot ;  a  step  which  would  have  afforded  a  new  spec- 
tacle to  the  people  of  Paris.  But  I  reflected  in  a 
moment  upon  the  folly  of  such  a  resolution,  and  soon 
recollected  myself,  by  calling  my  pride  to  my  assist- 
ance. I  determined,  however,  that  she  should  act  no 
more  scenes  of  this  kind  in  my  presence,  and  that 
same  night  insisted  upon  my  lover''s  dropping  all 
intercourse  and  connexion  with  this  tormentor.  He 
Tery  cheerfully  complied  with  my  desire,  and  was 
even  glad  of  an  occasion  to  break  off  his  acquaint- 
ance with  a  person  about  whom  I  had  plagued  him 
so  much. 

Thus  was  I  freed  from  the  persecution  of  one  of 
those  creatures,  who,  though  of  little  consequence  in 
themselves,  are  yet  the  pests  of  society,  and  find  means 
to  destroy  that  harmony  which  reigns  between  two 
lovers,  by  the  intrusion  of  a  loose  appetite,  void  of  all 
sensibility  and  discretion  ;  having  no  feelings  them- 
selves, they  cannot  sympathise  with  that  of  other 
people,  and  do  mischief  out  of  mere  wantonness. 

My  lover  being  obliged  to  go  to  England,  had 
settled  me  in  a  genteel  house  in  Paris,  with  a  view 
of  returning  when  his  affairs  should  be  adjusted ;  but, 
when  the  time  of  his  departure  approached,  he  began 
to  be  uneasy  at  the  prospect  of  separation,  and,  in 
order  to  alleviate  his  anxiety,  desired  me  to  accom- 
pany him  to  Calais,  where  we  stayed  together  three 
or  four  days,  during  which  the  dread  of  parting 
became  more  and  more  intense ;  so  that  we  deter- 
mined upon  my  following  him  into  England  by  the 
first  opportunity,  where  I  should  live  altogether 
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incog.,  that  I  might  be  concealed  from  the  inquiries 
and  attempts  of  my  lord.  Even  after  this  resolution 
was  fixed,  we  parted  with  all  the  agonies  of  lovers 
who  despair  of  ever  meeting  again;  and  the  wind 
blowing  very  high  after  he  had  embarked,  increased 
my  fears.  But,  by  the  return  of  the  packet-boat  I 
was  blessed  with  the  report  of  his  being  safe  arrived 
in  England,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  perusing  his 
letters  by  every  post. 

My  admirer  being  thus  detached  from  me,  my 
thoughts  were  entirely  employed  in  concerting  some 
private  method  of  conveying  myself  to  him.  As  I 
would  not  trust  myself  in  the  common  packet,  for 
fear  of  being  discovered,  after  having  revolved  divers 
schemes,  I  determined  to  transport  myself  in  one  of 
the  Dutch  fishing-boats,  though  I  knew  the  passage 
would  be  hazardous  ;  but,  in  a  case  of  such  interest- 
ing concern,  I  overlooked  all  danger  and  inconven- 
ience. Before  I  put  this  resolution  in  practice,  I 
was  so  fortunate  as  to  hear  of  a  small  English  vessel, 
that  arrived  in  Calais  with  a  prisoner  of  war,  in  which 
I  embarked,  with  my  companion  and  another  lady, 
who  lived  with  me  for  some  time  afterwards ;  and, 
when  we  came  on  board,  discovered  that  the  ship 
was  no  other  than  a  light  collier,  and  that  her  whole 
company  amounted  to  no  more  than  three  men. 
Nevertheless,  though  the  sea  was  so  rough,  and  the 
weather  so  unpromising,  that  no  other  boat  would 
venture  to  put  to  sea,  we  set  sail,  and,  between  two 
storms,  in  about  three  hours  arrived  in  safety  in 
Dover. 

From  hence  my  first  companion  went  to  her  friends 
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in  the  stage-coach,  while  the  other  lady  and  I  hired 
an  open  post-chaise,  though  it  snowed  very  hard,  and, 
without  any  accident,  performed  our  journey  to  Lon- 
don, where  I  met  with  my  lover,  who  flew  to  my 
arms  in  all  the  transports  of  impatient  joy;  and, 
doubtless,  I  deserved  his  affection  for  the  hardships, 
perils,  and  difficulties  I  had  undergone  to  be  with 
him  ;  for  I  never  scrupled  to  undertake  anything 
practicable,  in  order  to  demonstrate  the  sincerity  of 
what  I  professed. 

In  consequence  of  our  plan,  I  assumed  a  fictitious 
name,  and  never  appeared  in  public,  being  fully 
satisfied  and  happy  in  the  company  and  conversation 
of  the  man  I  loved;  and,  when  he  went  into  the 
country,  contented  myself  with  his  correspondence, 
which  he  punctually  maintained,  in  a  series  of  letters, 
equally  sensible,  sincere,  and  affectionate. 

Upon  his  return  to  town  for  the  remainder  of  the 
season,  he  devoted  the  greatest  part  of  his  time  to 
our  mutual  enjoyment ;  left  me  with  reluctance, 
when  he  was  called  away  by  indispensable  business, 
and  the  civility  which  was  due  to  his  acquaintance, 
and  very  seldom  went  to  any  place  of  public  enter- 
tainment, because  I  could  not  accompany  and  share 
with  him  in  the  diversion ;  nay,  so  much  did  I  engross 
his  attention,  that  one  evening,  after  he  had  been 
teased  into  an  agreement  of  meeting  some  friends  at 
a  play,  he  went  thither  precisely  at  the  appointed 
hour,  and,  as  they  did  not  arrive  punctually  at  the 
very  minute,  he  returned  to  me  immediately,  as  much 
rejoiced  at  his  escape  as  if  he  had  met  with  some 
signal  deliverance.    Nor  was  his  constancy  inferior 
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to  the  ardour  of  his  love.  We  went  once  together 
to  a  ball  in  the  Haymarket,  where,  in  the  midst  of  a 
thousand  fine  women,  whose  charms  were  enhanced 
by  the  peculiarity  of  the  dresses  they  wore,  he  re- 
mained unshaken,  unseduced,  preserving  his  attach- 
ment for  me  in  spite  of  all  temptation. 

In  the  summer,  he  provided  me  with  a  house  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  his  own ;  but  the  accommoda- 
tions being  bad,  and  that  country  affording  no  other 
place  fit  for  my  residence,  he  brought  me  home  to 
his  own  seat,  and,  by  that  step,  raised  such  an  uni- 
versal clamour ;  though  I  saw  no  company,  and  led 
such  a  solitary  life,  that  nothing  but  excessive  love 
could  have  supported  my  spirits.  Not  but  that  he 
gave  me  as  much  of  his  time  as  he  could  possibly 
spare  from  the  necessary  duties  of  paying  and  receiv- 
ing visits,  together  with  the  avocations  of  hunting, 
and  other  country  amusements,  which  I  could  not 
partake.  Formerly,  indeed,  I  used  to  hunt  and 
shoot,  but  I  had  left  off  both,  so  that  I  was  now 
reduced  to  the  alternative  of  reading  and  walking 
by  myself ;  but  love  made  up  for  all  deficiencies  to 
me,  who  think  nothing  else  worth  the  living  for ! 
Had  I  been  blessed  with  a  partner  for  life,  who 
could  have  loved  sincerely,  and  inspired  me  with  a 
mutual  flame,  I  would  have  asked  no  more  of  fate. 
Interest  and  ambition  have  no  share  in  my  composi- 
tion ;  love,  which  is  pleasure,  or  pleasure,  which  is 
love,  makes  up  the  whole.  A  heart  so  disposed 
cannot  be  devoid  of  other  good  qualities;  it  must 
be  subject  to  the  impressions  of  humanity  and 
benevolence,  and  enemy  to  nothing  but  itself.  This 
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you  will  give  me  leave  to  affirm,  in  justice  to  myself, 
as  I  have  frankly  owned  my  failings  and  misconduct. 

Towards  the  end  of  summer,  my  heart  was  a  little 
alarmed  by  a  report  that  prevailed,  of  my  lover's 
being  actually  engaged  in  a  treaty  of  marriage ; 
however,  I  gave  little  credit  to  this  rumour,  till  I 
was  obliged  to  go  to  town  about  business,  and  there 
I  heard  the  same  information  confidently  affirmed. 
Though  I  still  considered  it  as  a  vague  surmise,  I 
wrote  to  him  an  account  of  what  I  had  heard ;  and, 
in  his  answer,  which  is  still  in  my  possession,  he 
assured  me,  with  repeated  vows  and  protestations, 
that  the  report  was  altogether  false.  Satisfied 
with  this  declaration,  I  returned  to  his  house ;  and, 
though  the  tale  was  incessantly  thundered  in  my 
ears,  still  believed  it  void  of  all  foundation,  till  my 
suspicion  was  awakened  by  a  very  inconsiderable 
circumstance. 

One  day,  on  his  return  from  hunting,  I  perceived 
he  had  a  very  fine  pair  of  Dresden  ruffles  on  his 
shirt,  which  I  could  not  suppose  he  would  wear  at 
such  a  rustic  exercise ;  and,  therefore,  my  fears  took 
the  alarm.  When  I  questioned  him  about  this  par- 
ticular of  his  dress,  his  colour  changed;  and  though 
he  attempted  to  elude  my  suspicion,  by  imputing  it 
to  a  mistake  of  his  servant,  I  could  not  rest  satisfied 
with  this  account  of  the  matter,  but  inquired  into 
the  truth  with  such  eagerness  and  penetration,  that 
he  could  not  deny  he  had  been  to  make  a  visit.  By 
degrees,  I  even  extorted  from  him  a  confession,  that 
he  liad  engaged  himself  further  than  he  ought  to 
have  proceeded,  without  making  me  acquainted  with 
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his  design,  though  he  endeavoured  to  excuse  his  con- 
duct, and  pacify  my  displeasure,  by  saying,  that  the 
affair  would  not  be  brought  to  bear  for  a  great  while, 
and,  perhaps,  might  never  come  to  a  determination  ; 
but  he  was  in  great  confusion,  and,  indeed,  hardly 
knew  what  he  said. 

I  would  have  quitted  his  house  that  moment,  had 
not  he  beforehand  obtained  a  promise  that  I  would 
take  no  rash  resolution  of  that  kind,  and  put  it  out 
of  my  power  to  procure  any  method  of  conveyance 
by  which  I  could  make  my  retreat.  I  gave  no  vent 
to  reproaches,  but  only  upbraided  him  with  his 
having  permitted  me  to  return  in  ignorance  to  the 
country,  after  I  was  once  fairly  gone;  upon  which 
he  swore  that  he  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of 
parting  with  me.  This  declaration  was  a  mystery 
at  that  time,  but  I  have  been  since  so  fully  satisfied 
of  his  reasons  for  his  conduct,  that  I  heartily  acquit 
him  of  all  injustice  to  me.  And,  indeed,  it  is  my 
sincere  opinion,  that,  if  ever  young  man  deserved  to 
be  happy,  he  is  certainly  entitled  to  that  privilege ; 
and,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  judge,  has  an  heart  sus- 
ceptible of  the  most  refined  enjoyment. 

The  violence  of  the  grief  and  consternation  which 
I  suffered  from  this  stroke  having  a  little  subsided,  I 
deliberated  with  myself  about  the  measures  I  should 
take,  and  determined  to  leave  his  house  some  day 
when  he  should  be  abroad.  I  was  encouraged  in 
this  resolution  bv  the  advice  of  our  Scotch  friend, 
who  came  about  this  time  from  London,  on  a  visit 
to  his  fellow-traveller.  "  We  thought  such  an  abrupt 
departure  would  be  less  shocking  than  to  stay  and 
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take  a  formal  leave  of  my  lover,  whose  heart  was  of 
such  a  delicate  frame,  that,  after  I  told  him  I  should 
one  day  withdraw  myself  in  his  absence,  he  never 
came  home  from  the  chase,  or  any  other  avocation, 
without  trembling  with  apprehension  that  I  had 
escaped. 

After  he  had  been  some  time  accustomed  to  these 
fears  by  my  previous  intimation,  I  at  length  de- 
camped in  good  earnest,  though  my  heart  ached 
upon  the  occasion,  because  I  left  him  loving  and 
beloved ;  for  his  affection  was  evident,  notwithstand- 
ing the  step  he  had  taken  by  the  advice  and  impor- 
tunity of  all  his  relations,  who  laid  a  disagreeable 
restraint  upon  his  inclinations,  while  they  consulted 
his  interest  in  every  other  particular. 

While  I  halted  in  the  next  great  town,  until  I 
could  be  supplied  with  fresh  horses,  I  was  visited 
by  a  gentleman  who  had  been  formerly  intimate 
with  my  lover ;  but  a  breach  had  happened  in  their 
friendship,  and  he  now  came  to  complain  of  the 
treatment  he  had  received.  Perceiving  that  I  was 
not  in  a  humour  to  listen  to  his  story,  he  shifted  the 
conversation  to  my  own,  and  observed,  that  I  had 
been  extremely  ill-used.  I  told  him  that  I  was  of 
a  different  opinion ;  that  it  was  not  only  just,  but 

expedient,  that  a  young  man  of  Mr.  \s  fortune 

should  think  of  making  some  alliance  to  strengthen 
and  support  the  interest  of  his  family ;  and  that  I 
had  nothing  to  accuse  him  of  but  his  letting  me 
remain  so  long  in  ignorance  of  his  intention.  He 
then  gave  me  to  understand,  that  I  was  still  ignorant 
of  a  great  part  of  the  ill-usage  I  had  received ; 
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affirming,  that,  while  I  lived  in  his  house,  he  had 
amused  himself  with  all  the  common  women  in  that 
town,  to  some  of  whom  this  gentleman  had  person- 
ally introduced  him. 

At  first,  I  could  not  believe  this  imputation ;  but 
he  supported  his  assertion  with  so  many  convincing 
circumstances,  that  I  could  no  longer  doubt  the  truth 
of  them ;  and  I  felt  so  much  resentment,  that  my 
love  vanished  immediately  into  air.  Instead  of  pro- 
ceeding on  my  journey  to  London,  I  went  back  a 
considerable  way,  and  sent  a  message  desiring  to  see 
him  in  a  little  house,  about  midway  between  his  own 
habitation  and  the  town  from  whence  I  came.  He 
obeyed  my  summons,  and  appeared  at  the  place 
appointed,  where  I  reproached  him  with  great  bit- 
terness. He  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge,  so  far  as 
acknowledging  that  he  had  corresponded  with  other 
women  lately,  in  order  to  get  the  better  of  his  affec- 
tion for  me,  but  the  experiment  had  failed,  and  he 
found  that  he  should  be  for  ever  miserable. 

I  did  not  look  upon  this  candid  confession  as  a 
sufficient  atonement  for  his  past  dissimulation,  and, 
in  the  sharpness  of  my  revenge,  demanded  a  settle- 
ment, which  he  peremptorily  refused  ;  so  that  for 
tlie  present  we  held  each  other  in  the  utmost  con- 
tempt. Indeed,  I  afterwards  despised  myself  for  my 
condescension,  which  was  owing  to  the  advice  of  my 
companion,  supported  and  inflamed  by  the  spirit  of 
resentment.  Nevertheless,  he  begged  that  I  would 
return  to  his  house,  or  stay  all  night  where  I  was ; 
but  I  was  deaf  to  his  entreaties,  and,  after  a  great 
deal  of  ironical  civility  on  my  side,  I  took  my  leave, 
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and  went  away ;  yet,  before  I  set  out,  I  looked  back, 
and  saw  him  on  horseback,  with  such  an  air  of  sim- 
plicity and  truth,  as  called  up  a  profound  sigh,  not- 
withstanding all  that  had  passed  in  our  conversation. 

Upon  my  arrival  in  London,  I  took  lodgings  in 
Leicester  Fields,  and  answered  a  letter  which  I  had 
some  months  before  received  from  my  lord,  telling 
him  that  I  would  go  home  to  him,  without  stipulat- 
ing for  any  terms,  to  try  what  effect  my  confidence 
would  have  upon  his  generosity.  He  readily  embraced 
the  offer,  and  took  a  house  in  St.  James's  Street, 
where  I  proposed  to  comply  with  his  humour  in 
everything  that  was  consistent  with  my  own  peace 
and  tranquillity. 

Meanwhile,  my  lover  passed  his  time  very  dis- 
agreeably in  the  country,  with  his  friend,  of  whom, 
it  seems,  he  had  conceived  some  jealousy,  which  was 
increased  by  a  letter  I  wrote  to  that  gentleman,  till 
he  was  made  acquainted  with  the  contents,  which  he 
read  over  forty  times ;  and  then  his  passion  breaking 
out  with  more  violence  than  ever,  he  not  only 
expressed  his  feeling,  in  an  epistle  which  I  immediately 
received,  but  when  he  came  to  town  suffered  such 
agonies  of  despair  as  I  had  never  seen  before,  except 

in  Lord  B  .    It  was  then  in  my  power  to  have 

taken  ample  revenge  upon  him,  as  well  as  upon  my 
insolent  rival,  who  had  insisted  upon  my  leaving  his 
house  in  a  very  abrupt  manner,  though  he  absolutely 
refused  to  gratify  her  malice,  for  he  was  now  disposed 
to  do  anything  for  my  satisfaction.  But  I  knew  his 
worth,  and  had  too  much  regard  for  his  reputation 
to  advise  him  to  act  inconsistent  with  his  honour. 
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About  this  time,  many  tender  feelings  and  sorrow- 
ful partings  happened  between  us,  till  the  marriage 
knot  was  tied,  when  he  sent  me  a  bank-note  for  a 
thousand  pounds,  by  way  of  specimen,  as  he  called 
it,  of  his  friendship,  and  of  what  he  would  do  for  me, 
should  I  ever  want  his  assistance.  This  mark  of  his 
generosity  I  received  in  a  most  tender  billet,  which 
I  shall  never  part  with,  together  with  his  picture  set 
in  diamonds. 

I  now  employed  my  thoughts  in  keeping  measures 
with  my  lord ;  we  lay  in  the  same  apartment,  and 
for  the  first  four  or  five  months  I  neither  dined  nor 
supped  abroad  above  twice ;  and  then  he  knew  where 
I  was,  and  approved  of  my  company.  But  all  this 
complacency  and  circumspection  had  no  effect  upon 
his  temper,  which  remained  as  capricious  and  dis- 
satisfied as  ever.  Nay,  to  such  a  provoking  degree 
did  this  unhappy  humour  prevail,  that  one  day,  in 
the  presence  of  his  lawyer,  he  harangued  upon  my 
misconduct  since  our  last  reunion;  and  very  freely 
affirmed,  that  every  step  I  had  taken  was  diametrically 
opposite  to  his  will. 

Conscious  of  the  pains  I  had  been  at  to  please  him, 
I  was  so  incensed  at  these  unjust  invectives,  that, 
starting  up,  I  told  him  he  was  a  little  dirty  fellow ; 
and  would  have  left  the  house  immediately,  had  not 
his  lawyer,  and  others,  who  were  in  the  room,  inter- 
posed, and  by  dint  of  argument  and  importunity 
diverted  me  from  my  purpose.  By  the  bye,  I  have 
been  informed  by  a  person  of  rank,  that  my  lord  dis- 
covered exactly  the  same  disposition  in  his  father's  life- 
time, and  only  changed  the  subject  of  his  complaint 
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from  the  word  father  to  that  of  wife.  Indeed, 
he  takes  all  opportunities  of  plaguing  my  dear  parent, 
£is  he  has  just  sagacity  enough  to  know,  tliat  this  is 
the  most  effectual  way  he  can  take  to  distress  me. 

After  repeated  trials,  I  have  given  up  all  hopes  of 
making  him  happy,  or  of  finding  myself  easy  in  my 
situation,  and  live  with  him  at  present  to  avoid  a 
greater  inconvenience.  Not  that  his  ill-nature  is  all 
the  grievance  of  which  I  complain ;  exclusive  of  the 
personal  disgust  I  entertain  for  him,  his  folly  is  of 
that  species  which  disobliges  rather  than  diverts,  and 
his  vanity  and  affectation  altogether  intolerable  ;  for 
he  actually  believes  himself,  or  at  least  would  impose 
himself  upon  mankind,  as  a  pattern  of  gallantry  and 
taste ;  and,  in  point  of  business,  a  person  of  infinite 
sagacity  and  penetration.  But  the  most  ridiculous 
part  of  his  character  is,  his  pretended  talent  for 
politics,  in  which  he  so  deeply  concerns  himself,  that 
he  has  dismissed  many  a  good  servant,  because  he 
suspected  him  of  having  wrong  connexions ;  a  theme 
upon  which  he  has  often  quarrelled  with  me,  even 
almost  to  parting,  accused  me  with  holding  corre- 
spondence with  the  Earls  of  B  and  C  ,  and 

Mr.  H          V  ,  though  I  never  had  the  least 

acquaintance  with  any  of  these  gentlemen,  except 

the  Earl  of  C  ,  to  whom  I  have  not  spoken  these 

ten  years  past. 

In  short,  I  have  often  been  at  a  loss  to  know, 
whether  he  was  more  mad  and  malicious  in  those  fits 
of  enthusiasm,  wherein  he  seemed  transported  with 
zeal  for  the  commonwealth,  and  tormented  me  with 
his  admonitions  out  of  all  temper  and  patience. 
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At  length,  however,  I  contrived  an  expedient  which 
freed  me  from  these  troublesome  expostulations,  and 
silenced  him  effectually  on  the  score  of  politics. 
This  was  no  other  than  an  open  avowal  of  being 
connected  with  all  those  people  whom  I  have  named. 
Indeed,  I  knew  him  too  well  to  believe  there  was 
anything  solid  in  his  intention  or  professions,  even 
when  he  carried  himself  so  far  as  to  demand  a  private 

audience  of  the  K  ,  in  order  to  communicate  a 

scheme  for  suppressing  the  rebellion ;  and  that  being 

denied,  solicited  the  Duke  of  D  ""s  interest,  for 

permission  to  raise  and  head  a  regiment  of  Kentish 
smugglers.  Nay,  to  such  a  pitch  did  his  loyalty 
soar,  that  he  purchased  a  firelock  of  particular 
mechanism,  calculated  for  the  safety  of  the  bearer, 
in  case  he  had  been  placed  sentinel  at  his  Majesty''s 
door,  and  kept  his  horses  ready  caparisoned,  with  a 
view  of  attending  his  sovereign  to  the  field.  Not- 
withstanding all  these  pompous  preparations,  had  he 
been  put  to  the  proof,  he  would  have  infallibly  crept 
out  of  his  engagements,  through  some  sneaking 
evasion,  his  imagination  being  very  fertile  in  such 
saving  pretences.  Yet  he  will  talk  sometimes  so 
fervently,  and  even  sensibly,  on  the  subject,  that  a 
stranger  would  mistake  him  for  a  man  of  under- 
standing, and  determined  zeal  for  the  good  of  his 
country. 

Since  my  last  return  to  his  house,  that  act  of 
parliament  passed,  by  which  he  was  enabled  to  pay 
his  debts,  and,  among  the  rest,  a  thousand  pounds  of 
my  contracting,  the  only  burden  of  that  kind  I  ever 
entailed  upon  him,  exclusive  of  my  pin-money,  which 
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was  never  regularly  paid  ;  nor  would  he  have  been 
subject  to  this,  had  he  not,  by  his  persecution  and 
pursuit,  exposed  me  to  an  extraordinary  expense.  I 
have  also  had  it  in  niy  power  to  reward  some  of 
my  faithful  Abigails ;  in  particular,  to  relieve  from 
extreme  distress  that  maid  to  whom,  as  I  have 

already  observed.  Lord  B  granted  an  annuity, 

M'hich  she  had  sold  ;  so  that  she  was  reduced  to  the 
most  abject  poverty,  and  I  found  her  in  a  dismal 
hole,  with  two  infants  perishing  for  want ;  a  spectacle 
which  drew  teai*s  from  my  eyes,  and  indeed  could 
not  but  make  deep  impression  upon  a  heart  like 
mine,  which  the  misery  of  my  fellow-creatures  never 
failed  to  melt. 

Nor  did  I  upon  this  occasion  forget  the  attach- 
ment and  fidelity  of  my  other  woman  Mrs.  S  , 

who,  hearing  I  was  robbed  in  my  passage  through 
Flanders,  had  generously  relinquished  the  allowance 
I  had  settled  upon  her  at  parting.  The  exercise  of 
such  acts  of  humanity  and  benevolence,  and  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  my  dear  and  tender  parent  often, 
in  some  measure  alleviate  the  chagrin  to  which  I  am 
subject  from  the  disagreeable  disposition  of  my  lord, 
who,  consistent  with  his  former  inconsistency,  upon 
our  last  reconciliation,  cheerfully  agreed  to  a  pro- 
posal I  made  of  having  concerts  in  the  house,  and 
even  approved  of  the  scheme  with  marks  of  partic- 
ular satisfaction.  But,  before  one  half  of  the 
winter  was  expired,  he  found  means  to  banish  all 

the  company,  beginning  with  Lord  R          B  , 

who,  as  he  walked  upstairs  one  evening,  was  stopped 
by  a  footman,  who  plainly  told  him  he  had  orders 
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to  say  to  him  in  particular,  that  his  lordship  was 
not  at  home ;  yet  the  very  next  day,  perceiving  that 
nobleman  and  me  walking  together  in  the  park,  he 
joins  us  with  an  air  of  alacrity,  as  if  no  such  thing 

had  happened,  and  even  behaved  to  Lord  R  

with  the  most  fawning  complaisance.  His  depoil:- 
ment  was  equally  absurd  and  impertinent  to  the 
rest  of  his  friends,  who  forsook  us  gradually,  being 
tired  of  maintaining  any  friendly  communication 
with  such  a  disagreeable  composition  of  ignorance 
and  arrogance.  For  my  own  part,  I  look  upon  him 
as  utterly  incomgible ;  and,  as  fate  had  subjected 
me  to  his  power,  endeavour  to  make  the  bitter 
draught  go  down,  by  detaching  myself  as  much  as 
possible  from  the  supposition  that  there  is  any  such 
existence  upon  earth.  Indeed,  if  I  had  not  fatal 
experience  to  the  contrary,  I  should  be  apt  to 
believe  that  such  a  character  is  not  to  be  found 
among  the  sons  of  men ;  because  his  conduct  is 
altogether  unaccountable  by  the  known  rules  and 
maxims  of  life,  and  falls  entirely  under  the  poefs 
observation,  when  he  says, 

T  is  true,  no  meaning  puzzles  more  than  wit. 

Her  ladyship  having  thus  concluded  her  story,  to 
the  entertainment  of  the  company,  and  the  admira- 
tion of  Peregrine,  who  expressed  his  astonishment 
at  the  variety  of  adventures  she  had  undergone, 
which  was  such  as  he  thought  sufficient  to  destroy 
the  most  hardy  and  robust  constitution,  and  therefore 
infinitely  more  than  enough  to  overwhelm  one  of 
her  delicate  frame ;  one  of  the  gentlemen  present 
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roundly  taxed  her  with  want  of  candour,  in 
suppressing  some  circumstances  of  her  Hfe,  which 
he  thought  essential  in  the  consideration  of  her 
character. 

She  reddened  at  this  peremptory  charge,  which  had 
an  evident  effect  upon  the  countenances  of  the  whole 
audience,  when  the  accuser  proceeded  to  explain  his 
imputation,  by  observing,  that,  in  the  course  of  her 
narration,  she  had  omitted  to  mention  a  thousand 
acts  of  uncommon  charity,  of  which  he  himself  knew 
her  to  be  guilty ;  and  that  she  had  concealed  a  great 
many  advantageous  proposals  of  marriage,  which  she 
might  have  accepted  before  she  was  engaged. 

The  company  were  agreeably  undeceived  by  this 
explanation ;  which  her  ladyship  acknowledged  in 
very  polite  terms,  as  a  compliment  equally  genteel 
and  unexpected.  And  our  hero,  after  having  testi- 
fied the  sense  he  had  of  her  complaisance  and  con- 
descension, in  regaling  him  with  a  mark  of  her 
confidence  and  esteem,  took  his  leave,  and  went 
home  in  a  state  of  confusion  and  perplexity;  for, 
from  the  circumstances  of  the  tale  he  had  heard, 
he  plainly  perceived,  that  her  ladyship's  heart  was 
too  delicate  to  receive  such  incense  as  he,  in  the 
capacity  of  an  admirer,  could  at  present  pay ; 
because,  though  he  had  in  some  measure  abridged 
the  empire  of  Emilia  in  his  own  breast,  it  was  not 
in  his  own  power  to  restrain  it  so  effectually,  but 
that  it  would  interfere  with  any  other  sovereign 
whom  his  thoughts  should  adopt ;  and  unless  Lady 
■  could  engross  his  whole  love,  time,  and  atten- 
tion, he  foresaw  that  it  would  be  impossible  for 

[  271  ] 


PEREGRINE  PICKLE 


him  to  support  the  passion  which  he  might  have 
the  good  fortune  to  inspire.  He  was,  moreover, 
deterred  from  declaring  his  love,  by  the  fate  of  her 
former  admirers,  who  seemed  to  have  been  wound 
up  to  a  degree  of  enthusiasm,  that  looked  more  like 
the  effect  of  enchantment,  than  the  inspiration  of 
human  attractions;  an  ecstasy  of  passion  which 
he  durst  not  venture  to  undergo.  He  therefore 
resolved  to  combat  with  the  impressions  he  had 
already  received,  and,  if  possible,  cultivate  her 
friendship  without  soliciting  her  affection.  But, 
before  he  could  fix  upon  this  determination,  he 
desired  to  know  the  footing  on  which  he  stood  in 
her  opinion ;  and,  by  the  intelligence  of  Crabtree, 
obtained  in  the  usual  manner,  understood  that  her 
sentiments  of  him  were  very  favourable,  though 
without  the  least  tincture  of  love.  He  would  have 
been  transported  with  joy,  had  her  thoughts  of  him 
been  of  a  more  tender  texture ;  though  his  reason 
was  better  pleased  with  the  information  he  received ; 
in  consequence  of  which  he  mustered  up  the  ideas  of 
his  first  passion,  and  set  them  in  opposition  to  those 
of  this  new  and  dangerous  attachment;  by  which 
means  he  kept  the  balance  in  equilibrio,  and  his 
bosom  tolerably  quiet. 


[272] 


CHAPTER  EIGHTY-TWO 


HE  PERSUADES  CADWALLADER  TO  ASSUME  THE  CHAR- 
ACTER OF  A  MAGICIAN,  IN  WHICH  HE  ACQUIRES  A 
GREAT  SHARE  OF  REPUTATION,  BY  HIS  RESPONSES 
TO  THREE  FEMALES  OF  DISTINCTION,  WHO  SEVER- 
ALLY CONSULT  THE   RESEARCHES  OF  HIS  ART. 


IS  heart  being  thus,  as  it  were,  sus- 
pended between  two  objects  that 
lessened  the  force  of  each  other's 
attraction,  he  took  this  opportunity 
of  enjoying  some  respite,  and  for  the  present 
detached  his  sentiments  from  both,  resolving  to 
indulge  himself  in  the  exercise  of  that  practical 
satire  which  was  so  agreeable  and  peculiar  in  his 
disposition.  In  this  laudable  determination  he  was 
confirmed  by  the  repeated  suggestions  of  his  friend 
Cadwallader,  who  taxed  him  with  letting  his  talents 
rust  in  indolence,  and  stimulated  his  natural  vivacity 
with  a  succession  of  fresh  discoveries  in  the  world 
of  scandal. 

Peregrine  was  now  seized  with  a  strange  whim,  and 
when  he  communicated  the  conceit  to  Cadwallader, 
it  in  a  moment  acquired  his  approbation.  This 
notion  he  imparted  in  a  proposal  to  subject  the 
town  to  their  ridicule,  by  giving  responses  to  the 
character  of  a  professed  conjurer,  to  be  personated 
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by  the  old  misanthrope,  whose  aspect  was  exbremely 
well  calculated  for  the  purpose.  The  plan  was 
immediately  adjusted  in  all  its  parts ;  an  apartment 
hired  in  a  house  accommodated  with  a  public  stair, 
so  that  people  might  have  free  ingress  and  egress, 
without  being  exposed  to  observation ;  and,  this 
tenement  being  furnished  with  the  apparatus  of  a 
magician,  such  as  globes,  telescopes,  a  magic- 
lanthorn,  a  skeleton,  a  dried  monkey,  together 
with  the  skins  of  an  alligator,  otter,  and  snake, 
the  conjurer  himself  took  possession  of  his  castle, 
after  having  distributed  printed  advertisements  con- 
taining the  particulars  of  his  undertaking. 

These  bills  soon  operated  according  to  the  wish  of 
the  projectors.  As  the  price  of  the  oracle  was  fixed 
at  half  a  guinea,  the  public  naturally  concluded  that 
the  author  was  no  common  fortune-teller  ;  and,  the 
very  next  day.  Peregrine  found  some  ladies  of  his 
quality  acquaintance  infected  with  the  desire  of  mak- 
ing an  experiment  upon  the  skill  of  this  new  con- 
jurer, who  pretended  to  be  just  arrived  from  the 
Mogul's  empire,  where  he  had  learned  the  art  from 
a  Brachman  philosopher.  Our  young  gentleman 
affected  to  talk  of  the  pretensions  of  this  sage  with 
ridicule  and  contempt,  and  with  seeming  reluctance 
undertook  to  attend  them  to  his  apartment,  observ- 
ing, that  it  would  be  a  very  easy  matter  to  detect 
the  fellow's  ignorance,  and  no  more  than  common 
justice  to  chastise  him  for  his  presumption.  Though 
he  could  easily  perceive  a  great  fund  of  credulity  in 
the  company,  they  affected  to  espouse  his  opinion, 
and,  under  the  notion  of  a  frolic,  agreed  that  one 
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particular  lady  should  endeavour  to  baffle  his  art,  by 
appearing  before  him  in  the  dress  of  her  woman, 
who  should  at  the  same  time  personate  her  mistress, 
and  be  treated  as  such  by  our  adventurer,  who  prom- 
ised to  squire  tliem  to  the  place.  These  measures 
being  concerted,  and  the  appointment  fixed  for  the 
next  audience-day.  Peregrine  furnished  his  friend 
with  the  necessary  information ;  and,  when  the  hour 
of  assignation  arrived,  conducted  his  charge  to  this 
oraculous  seer. 

They  were  admitted  by  our  hero''s  valet-de- 
chambre,  whose  visage,  being  naturally  meagre  and 
swarthy,  was  adorned  with  artificial  whiskers;  so 
that  he  became  the  Persian  dress  which  he  wore,  and 
seemed  a  very  proper  master  of  the  ceremonies  to  an 
Oriental  necromancer.  Having  crossed  his  arms  upon 
his  breasts,with  an  inclination  of  the  head,  he  stalked 
in  solemn  silence  before  them  into  the  penetralia  of 
the  temple,  where  they  found  the  conjurer  sitting  at 
a  table,  provided  with  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  divers 
books,  mathematical  instruments,  and  a  long  white 
wand  lying  across  the  whole.  He  was  habited  in 
a  black  gown  and  fur  cap.  His  countenance,  over 
and  above  a  double  proportion  of  philosophic  grav- 
ity, which  he  had  assumed  for  the  occasion,  was 
improved  by  a  thick  beard,  white  as  snow,  that 
reached  to  his  middle,  and  upon  each  shoulder  sat  a 
prodigious  large  black  cat  which  had  been  tutored 
for  the  purpose. 

Such  a  figure,  w^hich  would  have  startled  Peregrine 
himself,  had  not  he  been  concerned  in  the  mystery, 
could  not  fail  to  make  an  impression  upon  those 
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whom  he  accompanied.  The  fictitious  chambermaid, 
in  spite  of  all  her  natural  pertness  and  vivacity, 
changed  colour  when  she  entered  the  room,  while  the 
pretended  lady,  whose  intellects  were  not  quite  so 
enlightened,  began  to  tremble  in  every  joint,  and 
ejaculate  petitions  to  Heaven  for  her  safety.  Their 
conductor,  advancing  to  the  table,  presented  his 
offering,  and,  pointing  to  the  maid,  told  him,  that 
lady  desired  to  know  what  would  be  her  destiny  in 
point  of  marriage.  The  philosopher,  without  lifting 
up  his  eyes  to  view  the  person  in  whose  behalf  he 
was  consulted,  turned  his  ear  to  one  of  the  sable 
familiars  that  purred  upon  his  shoulder,  and,  taking  up 
the  pen,  wrote  upon  a  detached  slip  of  paper  these 
words,  which  Peregrine,  at  the  desire  of  the  ladies, 
repeated  aloud  :  "  Her  destiny  will,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, depend  upon  what  happened  to  her  about  nine 
oY'lock  in  the  morning  on  the  third  day  of  last 
December.'"* 

This  sentence  was  no  sooner  pronounced,  than  the 
counterfeit  lady  screamed,  and  ran  into  the  ante- 
chamber, exclaiming,  "  Christ  have  mercy  upon  us ! 
Sure  he  is  the  devil  incarnate  ! Her  mistress,  who 
followed  her  with  great  consternation,  insisted  upon 
knowing  the  transaction  to  which  the  response 
alluded  ;  and  Mrs.  Abigail,  after  some  recollection, 
gave  her  to  understand  that  she  had  an  admirer, who, 
on  that  very  hour  and  day  mentioned  by  the  cun- 
ning man,  had  addressed  himself  to  her  in  a  serious 
proposal  of  marriage.  This  explanation,  however, 
was  more  ingenious  than  candid ;  for  the  admirer 
was  no  other  than  the  identical  Mr.  Pickle  himself, 
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who  was  a  mere  dragon  among  the  chambermaids, 
and,  in  his  previous  information  communicated  to  his 
associate,  had  given  an  account  of  this  assignation, 
with  which  he  had  been  favoured  by  the  damsel  in 
question. 

Our  hero  seeing  his  company  very  much  affected 
with  the  circumstance  of  the  wizard's  art,  which  had 
ahnost  frightened  both  mistress  and  maid  into  hys- 
teric fits,  pretended  to  laugh  them  out  of  their  fears, 
by  observing  that  there  was  nothing  extraordinary  in 
this  instance  of  his  knowledge,  which  might  have 
been  acquired  by  some  of  those  secret  emissaries 
whom  such  impostors  are  obliged  to  employ  for 
intelligence,  or  imparted  by  the  lover  himself,  who 
had,  perhaps,  come  to  consult  him  about  the  success 
of  his  amour.  Encouraged  by  this  observation,  or 
rather  prompted  by  an  insatiable  curiosity,  which 
was  proof  against  all  sorts  of  apprehension,  the  dis- 
guised lady  returned  to  the  magician''s  own  apart- 
ment, and,  assuming  the  air  of  a  pert  chambermaid, 
"  Mr.  Conjurer,""  said  she,  "  now  you  have  satisfied 
my  mistress,  will  you  be  as  good  as  to  tell  me  if  ever 
I  shall  be  married  ? "  The  sage,  without  the  least 
hesitation,  favoui'ed  her  with  an  answer,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  :  "  You  cannot  be  married  before  you 
are  a  widow ;  and  whether  or  not  that  will  ever  be 
the  case,  is  a  question  which  my  art  cannot  resolve, 
because  my  foreknowledge  exceeds  not  the  term  of 
thirty  years."" 

This  reply,  which  at  once  cut  her  off  from  her 
pleasing  prospect  of  seeing  herself  independent  in 
the  enjoyment  of  youth  and  fortune,  in  a  moment 

[  277  ] 


PEREGRINE  PICKLE 


clouded  her  aspect ;  all  her  good-humour  was  over- 
cast, and  she  went  away,  without  further  inquiry, 
muttering  in  the  rancour  of  her  chagrin,  that  he  was 
a  silly  impertinent  fellow,  and  a  mere  quack  in  his 
profession.  Notwithstanding  the  prejudice  of  this 
resentment,  her  conviction  soon  recurred ;  and  when 
the  report  of  his  answers  was  made  to  those  con- 
federates by  whom  she  had  been  deputed  to  make 
trial  of  his  skill,  they  were  universally  persuaded 
that  his  art  was  altogether  supernatural,  though 
each  affected  to  treat  it  with  contempt,  resolving  in 
her  own  breast  to  have  recourse  to  him  in  private. 

In  the  meantime,  the  maid,  though  laid  under  the 
most  peremptory  injunctions  of  secrecy,  was  so  full  of 
the  circumstance  which  related  to  her  own  conduct, 
that  she  extolled  his  prescience,  in  whispers,  to  all 
acquaintances,  assuring  them,  that  he  had  told  her 
all  the  particulars  of  her  life ;  so  that  his  fame  was 
almost  instantaneously  conveyed,  through  a  thou- 
sand different  channels,  to  all  parts  of  the  town ;  and, 
the  very  next  time  he  assumed  the  chair,  his  doors 
were  besieged  by  curious  people  of  all  sects  and 
denominations. 

Being  an  old  practitioner  in  this  art,  Cadwallader 
knew  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  support  his 
reputation  in  the  promiscuous  exercise  of  fortune- 
telling,  because  every  person  that  should  come  to  con- 
sult him  would  expect  a  sample  of  his  skill  relating 
to  things  past ;  and  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  he 
was  acquainted  with  the  private  concerns  of  every 
individual  who  might  apply  to  him  for  that  purpose. 
He  therefore  ordered  his  minister,  whom  he  distin- 
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guished  by  the  name  of  Hadgi  Rourk,  to  signify  to 
all  those  who  demanded  entrance,  that  his  price  was 
half  a  guinea ;  and  that  all  such  as  were  not  dis- 
posed to  gratify  him  with  that  consideration,  would 
do  well  to  leave  the  passage  free  for  the  rest. 

This  declaration  succeeded  to  his  wish;  for  this 
congregation  consisted  chiefly  of  footmen,  chamber- 
maids, prentices,  and  the  lower  class  of  tradesmen, 
who  could  not  afford  to  purchase  prescience  at  such 
a  price ;  so  that,  after  fruitless  offers  of  shillings  and 
half-crowns,  they  dropped  off  one  by  one,  and  left 
the  field  open  for  customers  of  a  higher  rank. 

The  first  person  of  this  species  who  appeared  was 
dressed  like  the  wife  of  a  substantial  tradesman  ;  but 
this  disguise  could  not  screen  her  from  the  penetra- 
tion of  the  conjurer,  who  at  first  sight  knew  her  to 
be  one  of  the  ladies  of  whose  coming  he  had  been 
apprised  by  Peregrine,  on  the  supposition  that  their 
curiosity  was  rather  inflamed  than  allayed  by  the 
intelligence  they  had  received  from  his  first  client. 
This  lady  approached  the  philosopher  with  that 
intrepidity  of  countenance  so  conspicuous  in  matrons 
of  her  dignified  sphere,  and,  in  a  soft  voice,  asked 
with  a  simper,  of  what  complexion  her  next  child 
would  be  ?  The  necromancer,  who  was  perfectly 
well  acquainted  with  her  private  history,  forthwith 
delivered  his  response  in  the  following  question, 
written  in  the  usual  form  :  "  How  long  has  Pompey 
the  black  been  dismissed  from  your  ladyship's 
service  ? 

Endued  as  she  was  with  a  great  share  of  that  for- 
titude which  is  distinguished  by  the  appellation  of 
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effrontery,  her  face  exhibited  some  signs  of  shame 
and  confusion  at  the  receipt  of  this  oracular  inter- 
rogation, bv  which  she  was  convinced  of  his  extraor- 
dinary inteUigence ;  and,  accosting  him  in  a  very 
serious  tone,  "  Doctor,"*'  said  she,  "  I  perceive  vou  are 
a  person  of  great  abilities  in  the  art  you  profess ; 
and  therefore,  without  pretending  to  dissemble,  I 
will  own  you  have  touched  the  tme  string  of  my 
aj)prehensions.  I  am  persuaded  I  need  not  be  more 
particular  in  my  inquiries.  Here  is  a  purse  of 
money ;  take  it,  and  deliver  me  from  a  most  alarm- 
ing and  uneasy  suspense.""  So  saying,  she  deposited 
her  offering  upon  the  table,  and  waited  for  his 
answer,  with  a  face  of  fearful  expectation,  while  he 
was  emploved  in  writing  this  sentence  for  her 
perusal :  "  ITiough  I  see  into  the  womb  of  time,  the 
prospect  is  not  perfectly  distinct ;  the  seeds  of  future 
events  lie  mingled  and  confused.  So  that  I  am 
under  the  necessity  of  assisting  my  divination  in 
some  cases,  bv  analogy  and  human  intelligence ;  and 
cannot  possibly  satisfy  your  present  doubts,  unless 
you  will  condescend  to  make  ine  privy  to  all  those 
occurrences  which  you  think  might  have  interfered 
with  the  cause  of  your  apprehension."" 

The  ladv  having  read  the  declaration,  affected  a 
small  emotion  of  shyness  and  repugnance,  and,  seat- 
ing herself  upon  a  settee,  after  having  cautiously 
informed  herself  of  the  privacy  of  the  apartment, 
gave  such  a  detiil  of  tlie  succession  of  her  lovers,  as 
amazed  while  it  entertained  the  necromancer,  as  well 
as  his  friend  Pickle,  wlio,  from  a  closet  in  which  he 
had  concealed  himself,  overheaid  every  syllable  of 
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her  confession.  Cadwalluder  listened  to  her  story 
with  a  KK)k  of  infinite  importance  and  sagacity,  and, 
aAer  a  short  pause,  told  lier,  tliat  he  would  not  pre- 
tend to  give  a  categorical  answer,  until  he  should 
have  delibemtctl  maturely  upon  the  various  circum- 
stances of  the  aH'air;  but,  if  she  would  take  the 
trouble  of  honouring  him  with  another  visit  on  his 
next  public  day,  he  hoped  he  should  be  able  to  give 
her  full  satisfaction.  Conscious  of  the  importance 
of  her  doubts,  she  could  not  help  connnending  his 
caution,  and  took  her  leave,  with  a  promise  of  re- 
turning at  the  appointed  time.  Then  the  conjurer 
being  joined  by  his  associate,  they  gave  a  loose  to 
their  mirth,  which  having  indulged,  they  began  to 
concert  measures  for  inHicting  some  disgraceful 
punishment  on  the  shameless  and  insatiate  terma- 
gant who  had  so  impudently  avowed  her  own 
prostitution. 

They  were  interrupted,  however,  in  their  confer- 
ence, by  the  arrival  of  a  new  guest,  who  being 
announced  by  Hadgi,  our  hero  retreated  to  his 
lurking-place,  and  Cadwallader  resumed  his  mys- 
terious appearance.  This  new  client,  though  she 
hid  her  face  in  a  mask,  could  not  conceal  herself 
from  the  knowledge  of  the  conjurer,  who  by  her 
voice  recognised  her  to  be  an  unmanned  lady  of  his 
own  acquaintance.  She  had,  within  a  small  compass 
of  time,  made  hei*self  remarkable  for  two  adventures, 
which  had  not  at  all  succeeded  to  her  expectation. 
Being  very  much  addicted  to  play,  she  had,  at  a 
certain  rout,  indulged  that  passion  to  such  excess,  as 
not  only  got  the  better  of  her  justice,  but  also  of 
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her  circumspection ;  so  that  she  was  unfortunately 
detected  in  her  endeavoui-s  to  appropriate  to  herself 
what  was  not  lawfully  her  due.  This  small  slip  was 
attended  with  another  indiscretion,  which  had  like- 
wise an  unlucky  effect  upon  her  reputation.  She 
had  been  favoured  with  the  adch'esses  of  one  of  those 
hopeful  heirs  who  swarm  and  swa^<rcr  about  town, 
under  the  denomination  of  bucks ;  and,  in  the  con- 
fidence of  his  honour,  consented  to  be  one  of  a  party 
that  made  an  excursion  as  far  as  Windsor,  thinking 
herself  secured  from  scandal  by  the  company  of  an- 
other young  lady,  who  \u\d  also  condescended  to 
tmst  her  person  to  the  protection  of  her  admirer. 
I'he  two  gallants,  in  the  course  of  this  expedition, 
were  said  to  use  the  most  perfidious  means  to  intoxi- 
cate the  passions  of  their  mistresses  by  mixing  drugs 
with  their  wine,  which  inflamed  their  constitutions  to 
such  a  degree,  that  they  fell  an  easy  sacrifice  to  the 
appetites  of  their  conductoi-s,  who,  upon  their  return 
to  town,  were  so  base  and  inhuman  as  to  boast  among 
their  companions  of  the  exploit  they  had  achieved. 
Ilius  the  story  was  circulated,  with  a  thousand  addi- 
tional circumstances  to  the  prejudice  of  the  sufferers, 
one  of  whom  had  thought  proper  to  withdraw  into 
the  countrv,  until  the  scandal  raised  at  her  expense 
should  subside ;  while  the  other,  who  wa.s  not  so 
easily  put  out  of  countenance,  resolved  to  outface 
the  report,  as  a  treacherous  aspersion,  invented  by 
her  lover  as  an  excuse  for  his  own  inconstancy ;  and 
actually  appeared  in  public,  as  usual,  till  she  found 
hei*self  neglected  by  the  greatest  part  of  her 
acquaintance. 
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In  consetjucnce  of  tliis  disgrace,  wliich  she  knew 
not  wlu'tlier  to  impute  to  the  card  afliiir,  or  to  the 
bust  fuud'  pds  she  had  committed,  she  now  came  to 
consult  the  conjurcr,  and  si«rinfied  her  errand,  by 
askiii"^  whether  the  cause  of  lier  present  disquiet  was 
of  the  town  or  the  country  ?  Cadwallader  at  once  per- 
tviving  her  alhision,  answered  her  (juestion  in  tliese 
terms:  "  Tliis  lionest  world  will  for«;ive  a  young 
gamester  for  indiscretion  at  play,  but  a  favour 
gmnted  to  a  babbling  coxcomb  is  an  unpardonable 
offence.**  This  Rvsponse  she  received  with  e(jual 
astonishment  and  chagrin;  and,  fully  convinced  of 
the  necromancer\s  onniiscience,  implored  his  advice, 
touching  the  retrieval  of  her  reputation  :  upon  which 
he  counselled  her  to  wed  with  the  first  opportunity. 
She  seemed  so  well  pleased  with  his  admonition,  that 
she  gratified  him  with  a  double  fee,  and,  dropping  a 
low  curtsey,  retired. 

Our  undertakers  now  thouj'ht  it  hijih  time  to 
silence  the  oracle  for  the  dav,  and  Hadgi  was  accord- 
ingly ordered  to  exclude  all  comers,  while  Peregrine 
and  his  friend  renewed  the  deliberations  which  had 
been  interrupted,  and  settled  a  plan  of  operations 
for  the  next  occasion.  Meanwhile  it  was  resolved 
that  Hadgi  should  not  only  exercise  his  own  talents, 
but  also  employ  inferior  agents,  in  procuring  general 
intelligence  for  the  support  of  their  scheme ;  that 
the  expense  of  this  ministry  should  be  defrayed  from 
the  profits  of  their  professions ;  and  the  remainder 
be  distributed  to  poor  families  in  distress. 
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PEREGRINE  AND  HIS  FRIEND  CADWALLADER  PROCEED 
IN  THE  EXERCISE  OF  THE  MYSTERY  OF  FORTUNE- 
TELLING,  IN  THE  COURSE  OF  WHICH  THEY  ACHIEVE 
VARIOUS  ADVENTURES. 

THESE  preliminaries  being  adjusted,  our 
hero  forthwith  repaired  to  a  card  assem- 
bly, which  was  frequented  by  some  of 
the  most  notable  gossips  in  town,  and, 
having  artfully  turned  the  conversation  upon  the 
subject  of  the  fortune-teller,  whose  talents  he  pre- 
tended to  ridicule,  incensed  their  itch  of  knowing 
secrets  to  such  a  degree  of  impatience,  that  their 
curiosity  became  flagrant,  and  he  took  it  for  granted, 
that  all  or  some  of  them  would  visit  Albumazar  on 
his  very  first  visiting-day.  While  Peregrine  was 
thus  engaged,  his  associate  made  his  appearance  in 
another  convocation  of  fashionable  people,  where  he 
soon  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  the  conjurer 
brought  upon  the  carpet  by  an  elderly  gentle- 
woman, remarkable  for  her  inquisitive  disposition, 
who,  addressing  herself  to  Cadwallader,  asked,  by  the 
help  of  the  finger-alphabet,  if  he  knew  anything  of 
the  magician  that  made  such  a  noise  in  town  ?  The 
misanthrope  answered,  as  usual,  in  a  surly  tone  :  "  By 
your  question  you  must  either  take  me  for  a  pimp  or 
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an  idiot.  What,  in  the  name  of  nonsense,  should  I 
know  of  such  a  rascal,  unless  I  were  to  court  his 
acquaintance  with  a  view  to  feast  my  own  spleen, 
in  seeing  him  fool  the  whole  nation  out  of  their 
money?  Though,  I  suppose,  his  chief  profits  arise 
from  his  practice,  in  quality  of  pander.  All  for- 
tune-tellers are  bawds,  and,  for  that  reason,  are  so 
much  followed  by  people  of  fashion.  This  fellow, 
I  warrant,  has  got  sundry  convenient  apartments 
for  the  benefit  of  procreation ;  for  it  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  those  who  visit  him  on  the  pretence 
of  consulting  his  supernatural  art,  can  be  such  fools, 
such  drivellers,  as  to  believe  that  he  can  actually 
prognosticate  future  events.*" 

The  company,  according  to  his  expectation,  im- 
puted his  remarks  to  the  rancour  of  his  disposition, 
which  could  not  bear  to  think  that  any  person  upon 
earth  was  wiser  than  himself ;  and  his  ears  were 
regaled  with  a  thousand  instances  of  the  conjurer's 
wonderful  prescience,  for  which  he  was  altogether 
indebted  to  fiction.  Some  of  these  specimens  being 
communicated  to  him  by  way  of  appeal  to  his  opin- 
ion, "  They  are,"  said  he,  "  mere  phantoms  of  igno- 
rance and  credulity,  swelled  up  in  the  repetition,  like 
those  unsubstantial  bubbles  which  the  boys  blow  up 
in  soap-suds  with  a  tobacco-pipe.  And  this  will  ever 
be  the  case  in  the  propagation  of  all  extraordinary 
intelligence.  The  imagination  naturally  magnifies 
every  object  that  falls  under  its  cognisance,  especially 
those  that  concern  the  passions  of  fear  and  admira- 
tion ;  and  when  the  occurrence  comes  to  be  rehearsed, 
the  vanity  of  the  relater  exaggerates  every  circum- 
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stance  in  order  to  enhance  the  importance  of  the 
communication.  Thus  an  incident,  which  is  but 
barelv  uncommon,  often  gains  such  accession  in  its 
progress  through  the  fancies  and  mouths  of  those 
who  represent  it,  that  the  original  fact  cannot  pos- 
sibly be  distinguished.  ITiis  observation  might  lie 
proved  and  illustrated  by  a  thousand  undeniable 
examples,  out  of  which  I  shall  onlv  select  one  in- 
stance, for  the  entertainment  and  edification  of  the 
company. 

"  A  very  honest  gentleman,  remarkable  for  the 
gravity  of  his  deportment,  was  one  day  in  a  cer- 
tain coffee-house  accosted  by  one  of  his  particular 
friends,  who,  taking  him  by  the  hand,  exj)ressed 
uncommon  satisfaction  in  seeing  him  abroad,  and 
in  good  health,  after  the  dangerous  and  porten- 
tous malady  he  had  undergone.  Surprised  at  this 
salutation,  the  gentleman  replied,  it  was  true  he 
had  been  a  little  out  uf  order  overnight,  but 
there  was  nothing  at  all  extraordinary  in  his  in- 
disposition. *Jesu!  not  extraordinary!'  cried  the 
other,  *  when  you  vomited  three  black  crows."*  'lliis 
strange  exclamation  the  grave  gentleman  at  first  mis- 
took for  raillery,  though  his  friend  was  no  joker; 
but,  perceiving  in  him  all  the  marks  of  sincerity  and 
astonishment,  he  suddenly  changed  his  opinion,  and, 
after  a  short  reverie,  taking  him  aside,  expressed  him- 
self in  these  words:  *Sir,  it  is  not  unknown  to  you 
that  I  am  at  present  engaged  in  a  treaty  of  marriage, 
which  would  have  been  settled  long  ago,  had  it  not 
been  retarded  bv  the  repeated  machinations  of  a  cer- 
tain person  who  professed  himself  my  rival.    Now  I 
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am  fully  j)ersua(le(l  that  this  affair  of  the  three  crows 
is  a  storv  of  his  invention,  calculated  to  prejudice  me 
in  the  opinion  of  the  ladv,  who,  to  be  sure,  would 
not  clu)ose  to  marry  vl  man  who  htus  a  rookery  in  his 
!K)wels ;  and  thei-efore  I  must  insist  upon  knowing 
your  author  of  this  scandalous  report,  that  I  may  be 
able  to  vindicate  my  character  from  the  malicious 
a-siKM-sion/  His  friend,  who  thought  the  demand 
was  very  reasonable,  told  him,  without  hesitation, 
that  he  was  made  actjuainted  w  ith  the  circumstances 
of  his  distemper  by  Mr.  Such-a-one,  their  common 
actpiaintance ;  upon  which  the  person  who  conceived 
himself  injured  went  immediately  in  quest  of  his 
supposed  defamer,  and,  having  found  him  : 

ii  i  pj^y^  j^ir^^  ^\^\  w  ith  a  peremptory  tone, 
*who  told  you  that  I  vomited  three  black  crows?' 
—  *  Three  ? '  answered  the  gentleman,  '  I  mentioned 
two  only.'  —  *  Zounds  !  Sir,'  cried  the  other,  incensed 
at  his  indifference,  *  you  will  find  the  two  too  many, 
if  you  refuse  to  discover  the  villanous  source  of  such 
calumny.'  The  gentleman,  surprised  at  his  heat, 
said  he  was  sorry  to  find  he  had  been  the  accidental 
instrument  of  giving  him  offence,  but  translated  the 
blame,  if  any  there  was,  from  himself  to  a  third 
person,  to  whose  information  he  owed  his  knowledge 
of  the  report.  The  plaintiff,  according  to  the  direc- 
tion he  received,  repaired  to  the  house  of  the 
accused ;  and  his  indignation  being  inflamed  at 
finding  the  storv  had  already  circulated  among  his 
acquaintance,  he  told  him,  with  evident  marks  of 
displeasure,  that  he  was  come  to  pluck  the  same 
brace  of  crows  which  he  said  he  had  disgorged.  The 
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defendant,  seeing  him  very  much  irritated,  positively 
denied  that  he  had  mentioned  a  brace :  *  One  indeed,' 
said  he,  '  I  own  I  took  notice  of,  upon  the  authority 
of  your  own  physician,  who  gave  me  an  account  of  it 
this  morning.'  — '  By  the  Lord ! '  cried  the  sufferer, 
in  a  rage,  which  he  could  no  longer  contain,  'that 
rascal  has  been  suborned  by  my  rival  to  slander  my 
character  in  this  manner ;  but  I  '11  be  revenged,  if 
there  be  either  law  or  equity  in  England.'  He  had 
scarce  pronounced  these  words,  when  the  doctor  hap- 
pened to  enter  the  room :  when  his  exasperated 
patient  lifting  up  his  cane,  *  Sirrah,'  said  he,  'if  I 
live,  I  '11  make  that  black  crow  the  blackest  circum- 
stance of  thy  whole  life  and  conversation.'  The 
physician,  confounded  at  this  address,  assured  him 
that  he  was  utterly  ignorant  of  his  meaning,  and, 
when  the  other  gentleman  explained  it,  absolutely 
denied  the  charge,  affirming  he  had  said  no  more 
than  that  he  had  vomited  a  quantity  of  something 
as  black  6is  a  crow.  The  landlord  of  the  house 
acknowledged  that  he  might  have  been  mistaken ; 
and  thus  the  whole  mystery  was  explained." 

The  company  seeming  to  relish  the  story  of  the 
three  black  crows,  which  they  considered  as  an  im- 
promptu of  Cadwallader's  own  invention ;  but, 
granting  it  to  be  true,  they  unanimously  declared 
that  it  could  have  no  weight  in  invalidating  the 
testimony  of  divers  persons  of  honour,  who  had  been 
witnesses  of  the  magician's  supernatural  skill.  On 
the  next  day  of  consultation,  the  necromancer  being 
in  the  chair,  and  his  friend  behind  the  curtain,  the 
outward  door  was  scarce  opened,  when  a  female 
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visitant  flounced  in,  and  discovered  to  the  magician 
the  features  of  one  of  those  inquisitive  ladies,  whose 
curiosity,  he  knew,  his  confederate  had  aroused  in 
the  manner  above  described.  She  addressed  herself 
to  him  with  a  familiar  air,  observing,  that  she  had 
heard  much  of  his  great  knowledge,  and  was  come  to 
be  a  witness  of  his  art,  which  she  desired  him  to  dis- 
play, in  declaring  what  he  knew  to  be  her  ruling 
passion. 

Cadwallader,  who  was  no  stranger  to  her  disposi- 
tion, assumed  the  pen  without  hesitation,  and  fur- 
nished her  with  an  answer,  importing,  that  the  love 
of  money  predominated,  and  scandal  possessed  the 
next  place  in  her  heart.  Far  from  being  offended  at 
his  freedom,  she  commended  his  frankness  with  a 
smile ;  and,  satisfied  of  his  uncommon  talents,  ex- 
pressed a  desire  of  being  better  acquainted  with  his 
person  ;  nay,  she  began  to  catechise  him  upon  the 
private  history  of  divers  great  families,  in  which  he 
happened  to  be  well  versed  ;  and  he,  in  a  mysterious 
manner,  dropt  such  artful  hints  of  his  knowledge, 
that  she  was  amazed  at  his  capacity,  and  actually 
asked  if  his  art  was  communicable.  The  conjurer 
replied  in  the  affirmative;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
gave  her  to  understand,  that  it  was  attainable  by 
those  only  who  were  pure  and  undefiled  in  point  of 
chastity  and  honour,  or  such  as,  by  a  long  course  of 
penitence,  had  weaned  themselves  from  all  attach- 
ments to  the  flesh.  She  not  only  disapproved,  but 
seemed  to  doubt  the  truth  of  this  assertion ;  telling 
him,  with  a  look  of  disdain,  that  his  art  was  not 
worth  having,  if  one  could  not  use  it  for  the  benefit 
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of  one's  pleasure ;  she  had  even  penetration  enough 
to  take  notice  of  an  inconsistency  in  what  he  had 
advanced ;  and  asked,  why  he  himself  exercised  his 
knowledge  for  hire,  if  he  was  so  much  detached  from 
all  worldly  concerns  ?  "  Come,  come,  doctor,"  added 
she,  "you  are  in  the  right  to  be  cautious  against 
impertinent  curiosity,  but,  perhaps,  I  may  make  it 
worth  your  while  to  be  communicative.'' 

These  overtures  were  interrupted  by  a  rap  at  the 
door,  signifying  the  approach  of  another  client ; 
upon  which  the  lady  inquired  for  his  private  passage, 
through  which  she  might  retire,  without  the  risk  of 
being  seen.  When  she  understood  he  was  deficient 
in  that  convenience,  she  withdrew  into  an  empty  room 
adjoining  to  the  audience-chamber,  in  order  to  con- 
ceal herself  from  the  observation  of  the  new-comer. 
This  was  no  other  than  the  inamorata,  who  came,  by 
appointment,  to  receiv^e  the  solution  of  her  doubts ; 
and  the  misanthrope,  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
pose her  to  the  censure  of  such  an  indefatigable 
minister  of  fame  as  the  person  who  he  knew  would 
listen  from  the  next  apartment,  laid  her  under  the 
necessity  of  refreshing  his  remembrance  with  a  re- 
capitulation of  her  former  confession,  which  was 
almost  finished,  when  she  was  alarmed  by  a  noise  at 
the  door,  occasioned  by  two  gentlemen,  who  at- 
tempted to  enter  by  force. 

Terrified  at  this  uproar,  which  disconcerted  the 
magician  himself,  she  ran  for  shelter  into  the  place 
which  was  preoccupied  by  the  other  lady,  who,  hear- 
ing this  disturbance,  had  closed  the  window-shutters, 
that  she  might  have  the  better  chance  of  remaining 
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unknown.  Here  they  ensconced  themselves  in  the 
utmost  consternation,  while  the  necromancer,  after 
some  recollection,  ordered  Hadgi  to  open  the  door, 
and  admit  the  rioters,  who,  he  hoped,  would  be  over- 
awed by  the  authority  of  his  appearance.  The  janitor 
had  no  sooner  obeyed  his  instructions,  than  in  rushed 
a  young  libertine,  who  had  been  for  some  time  upon 
the  town,  together  with  his  tutor,  who  was  a  worn- 
out  debauchee,  well  known  to  the  magician.  They 
were  both  in  that  degree  of  intoxication  necessary  to 
prepare  such  dispositions  for  what  they  commonly 
call  frolics,  and  the  sober  part  of  mankind  feel  to  be 
extravagant  outrages  against  the  laws  of  their  country, 
and  the  peace  of  their  fellow-subjects.  Having 
staggered  up  to  the  table,  the  senior,  who  undertook 
to  be  spokesman,  saluted  Cadwallader  with,  "  How 
do'st  do,  old  Capricorn  ?  Thou  seem''st  to  be  a  most 
venerable  pimp,  and,  I  doubt  not,  hast  abundance  of 
discretion.  Here  is  this  young  whoremaster,  a  true 
chip  of  the  old  venereal  block  his  father,  and  myself, 
come  for  a  comfortable  cast  of  thy  function.  I  don't 
mean  that  stale  pretence  of  conjuring — d — n  futurity ; 
let  us  live  for  the  present,  old  Haly.  Conjure  me  up 
a  couple  of  hale  wenches,  and  I  warrant  we  shall  get 
into  the  magic  circle  in  a  twinkling.  \\Tiat  says 
Galileo  ?  What  says  the  Reverend  Brahe  ?  Here 
is  a  purse,  you  pimp.  Hark,  how  it  chinks  !  This 
is  sweeter  than  the  music  of  spheres.'^ 

Our  necromancer,  perplexed  at  this  rencontre,  made 
no  reply  ;  but,  taking  up  his  wand,  waved  it  around 
his  head  in  a  very  mysterious  motion,  with  a  view  of 
intimidating  these  forward  visitants,  who,  far  from 
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being  awed  by  this  sort  of  evolution,  became  more 
and  more  obstreperous,  and  even  threatened  to  pull 
him  by  the  beard,  if  he  would  not  immediately  com- 
ply with  their  desire.  Had  he  called  his  associate, 
or  even  Hadgi,  to  his  aid,  he  knew  he  could  have 
soon  calmed  their  turbulence ;  but,  being  unwilling 
to  run  the  risk  of  a  discovery,  or  even  of  a  riot,  he 
bethought  himself  of  chastising  their  insolence  in 
another  manner,  that  would  be  less  hazardous,  and 
rather  more  effectual.  In  consequence  of  this  sug- 
gestion, he  pointed  his  wand  towards  the  door  of  the 
apartment  in  which  the  ladies  had  taken  sanctuary ; 
and  the  two  rakes,  understanding  the  hint,  rushed  in 
without  hesitation. 

The  females,  finding  their  place  of  retreat  taken  by 
assault,  ran  about  the  room  in  great  consternation, 
and  were  immediately  taken  prisoners  by  the  assail- 
ants, who,  pulling  them  towards  the  windows,  opened 
the  shutters  at  the  same  instant  of  time,  when, 
strange  to  tell !  one  of  the  heroes  discovered  in  the 
prize  he  had  made,  the  very  wife  of  his  bosom ;  and 
his  companion  perceived  that  he  had  stumbled  in  the 
dark  upon  his  own  mother.  Their  mutual  astonish- 
ment was  unspeakable  at  this  eclaircissement,  which 
produced  an  universal  silence  for  the  space  of  several 
minutes.  During  this  pause,  the  ladies  having  recol- 
lected themselves,  an  expostulation  was  begun  by  the 
elder  of  the  two,  who  roundly  took  her  son  to  task 
for  his  disorderly  life,  which  laid  her  under  the  dis- 
agreeable necessity  of  watching  his  motions,  and 
detecting  him  in  such  an  infamous  place. 

While  the  careful  mother  thus  exercised  her  talent 
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for  reprehension,  the  hopeful  young  gentleman,  with 
an  hand  in  each  fob,  stood  whistling  an  opera  tune, 
without  seeming  to  pay  the  most  profound  regard  to 
his  parents  reproof ;  and  the  other  lady,  in  imitation 
of  such  a  consummate  pattern,  began  to  open  upon 
her  husband,  whom  she  bitterly  reproached  with  his 
looseness  and  intemperance,  demanding  to  know  what 
he  had  to  allege  in  alleviation  of  his  present  miscon- 
duct. The  surprise  occasioned  by  such  an  unexpected 
meeting,  had  already,  in  a  great  measure,  destroyed 
the  effects  of  the  wine  he  had  so  plentifully  drank, 
and  the  first  use  he  made  of  his  recovered  sobriety, 
was  to  revolve  within  himself  the  motives  that  could 
possibly  induce  his  wife  to  give  him  the  rendezvous 
in  this  manner.    As  he  had  good  reason  to  believe 
she  was  utterly  void  of  jealousy,  he  naturally  placed 
this  rencontre  to  the  account  of  another  passion ; 
and  his  chagrin  was  not  at  all  impaired  by  the 
effrontery  with  which  she  now  presumed  to  repri- 
mand him.     He  listened  to  her,  therefore,  with  a 
grave,  or  rather  grim,  aspect ;  and  to  the  question 
with  which  she  concluded  her  rebuke,  answered,  with 
great  composure,  "  All  that  I  have  to  allege,  madam, 
is,  that  the  bawd  has  committed  a  mistake,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  we  are  both  disappointed ;  and  so, 
ladies,  your  humble  servant."    So  saying,  he  retired, 
with  manifest  confusion  in  his  looks ;  and,  as  he 
passed  through  the  audience-chamber,  eyeing  tlie 
conjurer  askance,  pronounced  the  epithet  of  precious 
rascal^  with  great  emphasis.    Meanwhile,  the  junior, 
like  a  dutiful  child,  handed  his  mamma  to  her  chair  ; 
and  the  other  client,  after  having  reviled  the  necro- 
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mancer,  because  he  could  not  foresee  this  event,  went 
away  in  a  sbate  of  mortification. 

The  coast  being  clear,  Peregrine  came  forth  from 
his  den,  and  congratulated  his  friend  upon  the 
peaceable  issue  of  the  adventure,  which  he  had  over- 
heard ;  but,  that  he  might  not  be  exposed  to  such 
inconvenience  for  the  future,  they  resolved,  that  a 
grate  should  be  fixed  in  the  middle  of  the  outward 
door,  through  which  the  conjurer  himself  might 
reconnoitre  all  the  visitants,  before  their  admission ; 
so  that,  to  those  whose  appearance  he  might  not 
like,  Hadgi  should,  without  opening,  give  notice, 
that  his  master  was  engaged.  By  this  expedient 
too,  they  provided  against  those  difficulties  which 
Cadwallader  must  have  encountered,  in  giving  satis- 
faction to  strangers,  whom  he  did  not  know :  for  the 
original  intention  of  the  founders  was  to  confine  the 
practice  of  their  art  to  people  of  fashion  only,  most 
of  whom  were  personally  known  to  the  counterfeit 
magician  and  his  coadjutors. 

Indeed  these  associates,  Cadwallader  in  particular, 
notwithstanding  his  boasted  insight  into  the  char- 
acters of  life,  never  imagined  that  his  pretended 
skill  would  be  consulted  by  any  but  the  weaker- 
minded  of  the  female  sex,  incited  by  that  spirit  of 
curiosity  which  he  knew  was  implanted  in  their 
nature ;  but,  in  the  course  of  his  practice,  he  found 
himself  cultivated  in  his  preternatural  capacity  by 
people  of  all  sexes,  complexions,  and  degrees  of  repu- 
tation, and  had  occasion  to  observe,  that,  when  the 
passions  are  concerned,  howsoever  cool,  cautious, 
and  deliberate  the  disposition  may  otherwise  be, 
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there  is  nothing  so  idle,  frivolous,  or  absurd,  to 
which  they  will  not  apply  for  encouragement  and 
gratification.  The  last  occurrence,  according  to  the 
hopes  and  expectation  of  the  confederates,  was 
whispered  about  by  the  ladies  concerned,  in  such  a 
manner,  that  the  whole  affair  was  in  a  few  days  the 
universal  topic  of  discourse,  in  which  it  was  retailed 
with  numberless  embellishments,  invented  by  the 
parties  themselves,  who  had  long  indulged  a  pique 
at  each  other,  and  took  this  opportunity  of  enjoy- 
ing their  revenge. 

These  incidents,  while  they  regaled  the  spleen,  at 
the  same  time  augmented  the  renown  of  the  con- 
jurer, who  was  described  on  both  sides  as  a  very 
extraordinary  person  in  his  way ;  and  the  alteration 
in  his  door  was  no  sooner  performed,  than  he  had  oc- 
casion to  avail  himself  of  it,  against  the  intrusion  of  a 
great  many,  with  whom  he  would  have  found  it  very 
difficult  to  support  the  fame  he  had  acquired. 

Among  those  who  appeared  at  his  grate,  he  per- 
ceived a  certain  clergyman,  whom  he  had  long  known 
an  humble  attendant  on  the  great,  and  with  some 
the  reputed  minister  of  their  pleasures.  This 
Levite  had  disguised  himself  in  a  greatcoat,  boots,  and 
dress  quite  foreign  to  the  habit  worn  by  those  of 
his  function ;  and,  being  admitted,  attempted  to 
impose  himself  as  a  country  squire  upon  the  con- 
jurer, who,  calling  him  by  his  name,  desired  him  to 
sit  down.  This  reception  corresponding  with  the 
report  he  had  heard,  touching  our  magician''s  art, 
the  doctor  said  he  would  lay  aside  all  dissimulation. 
After  having  professed  an  implicit  belief,  that  his 
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supernatural  knowledge  did  not  proceed  from  any 
communication  with  evil  spirits,  but  was  the  imme- 
diate gift  of  heaven,  he  declared  the  intention  of  his 
coming,  was  to  inquire  into  the  health  of  a  good 
friend  and  brother  of  his,  who  possessed  a  certain 
living  in  the  country,  which  he  named  ;  and,  as  he 
was  old  and  infirm,  to  know  what  space  of  time  was 
allotted  to  him  in  this  frail  state  of  mortality,  that 
he  might  have  the  melancholy  satisfaction  of  attend- 
ing him  in  his  last  moments,  and  assisting  him  in 
his  preparations  for  eternity. 

The  conjurer,  who  at  once  perceived  the  purport 
of  this  question,  after  a  solemn  pause,  during  which 
he  seemed  absorbed  in  contemplation,  delivered  this 
response  to  his  consulter :  "  Though  I  foresee  some 
occurrences,  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  omniscient.  I 
know  not  to  what  age  that  clergyman's  life  will  ex- 
tend ;  but  so  far  I  can  penetrate  into  the  womb  of 
time,  as  to  discern,  that  the  incumbent  will  survive 
his  intended  successor.'*  This  dreadful  sentence  in  a 
moment  banished  the  blood  from  the  face  of  the 
appalled  consulter,  who,  hearing  his  own  doom  pro- 
nounced, began  to  tremble  in  every  joint ;  he  lifted  up 
his  eyes  in  the  agony  of  fear,  and  saying,  "  The  will 
of  God  be  done,"  withdrew  in  silent  despondence, 
his  teeth  chattering  with  terror  and  dismay. 

This  client  was  succeeded  by  an  old  man  about  the 
age  of  seventy-five,  who,  being  resolved  to  purchase 
a  lease,  desired  to  be  determined  in  the  term  of 
years  by  the  necromancer's  advice,  observing,  that,  as 
he  had  no  children  of  his  own  body,  and  had  no 
regard  for  his  heirs-at-law,  the  purchase  would  be 
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made  with  a  view  to  his  own  convenience  only ;  and 
therefore,  considering  his  age,he  himself  hesitated  in 
the  period  of  the  lease,  between  thirty  and  three- 
score years. 

The  conjurer,  upon  due  deliberation,  advised  him 
to  double  the  last  specified  term,  because  he  distin- 
guished in  his  features  something  portending  extreme 
old  age  and  second  childhood,  and  he  ought  to  pro- 
vide for  that  state  of  incapacity,  which  otherwise 
would  be  attended  with  infinite  misery  and  affliction. 
The  superannuated  wretch,  thunderstruck  with  this 
prediction,  held  up  his  hands,  and  in  the  first  trans- 
ports of  his  apprehension,  exclaimed,  "Lord  have 
mercy  upon  me !  I  have  not  wherewithal  to  pur- 
chase such  a  long  lease,  and  I  have  long  outlived  all 
my  friends ;  what  then  must  become  of  me,  sinner 
that  I  am,  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  hence ! " 
Cadwallader,  who  enjoyed  his  terror,  under  pretence 
of  alleviating  his  concern,  told  him  that  what  he  had 
prognosticated  did  not  deprive  him  of  the  means 
which  he  and  every  person  had  in  their  power,  to 
curtail  a  life  of  misfortune ;  and  the  old  gentleman 
went  away,  seemingly  comforted  with  the  assurance, 
that  it  would  always  be  in  his  power  to  employ  an 
halter  for  his  own  deliverance. 

Soon  after  the  retreat  of  this  elder,  the  magician 
was  visited  by  one  of  those  worthies  known  among 
the  Romans  by  the  appellation  of  Heredipetes,  who 
had  amassed  a  large  fortune  by  a  close  attention  to 
the  immediate  wants  and  weakness  of  raw  inexperi- 
enced heirs.  This  honourable  usurer  had  sold  an 
annuity  upon  the  life  of  a  young  spendthrift, 
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being  thereto  induced  by  the  affirmation  of  his 
physician,  who  had  assured  him  his  patient's  consti- 
tution was  so  rotten,  that  he  could  not  live  one 
year  to  an  end.  He  had,  nevertheless,  made  shift  to 
weather  eighteen  months,  and  now  seemed  more  vig- 
orous and  healthy  than  he  had  ever  been  known  :  for 
he  was  supposed  to  have  nourished  an  hereditary  pox 
from  his  cradle.  Alarmed  at  this  alteration,  the  seller 
came  to  consult  Cadwallader,  not  only  about  the 
life  of  the  annuitant,  but  also  concerning  the  state 
of  his  health  at  the  time  of  his  purchasing  the 
annuity,  purposing  to  sue  the  physician  for  false 
intelligence,  should  the  conjurer  declare  that  the 
young  man  was  sound  when  the  doctor  pronounced 
him  diseased.  But  this  was  a  piece  of  satisfaction  he 
did  not  obtain  from  the  misanthrope,  who,  in  order 
to  punish  his  sordid  disposition,  gave  him  to  under- 
stand, that  the  physician  had  told  him  the  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth ;  and  that  the  young  gentle- 
man was  in  a  fair  way  of  attaining  a  comfortable 
old  age.  "  That  is  to  say,"  cried  the  client,  in  the 
impatience  of  his  mortification  at  this  answer,  "  bat- 
ing accidents ;  for,  thank  God,  the  annuitant  does 
not  lead  the  most  regular  life.  Besides,  I  am 
credibly  informed  he  is  choleric  and  rash,  so  that 
he  may  be  concerned  in  a  duel.  Then  there  are  such 
things  as  riots  in  the  street,  in  which  a  rake''s  skull 
may  be  casually  cracked  ;  he  may  be  overturned  in  a 
coach,  overset  in  the  river,  thrown  from  a  vicious 
horse,  overtaken  with  a  cold,  endangered  by  a  sur- 
feit ;  but  what  I  place  my  chief  confidence  in,  is  an 
hearty  pox,  a  distemper  which  hath  been  fatal  to  his 
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whole  family.  Not  but  that  the  issue  of  all  these 
things  is  uncertain,  and  expedients  might  be  found 
which  would  more  effectually  answer  the  purpose. 
I  know  they  have  arts  in  India,  by  which  a  man  can 
secure  his  own  interest,  in  the  salutation  of  a  friendly 
shake  by  the  hand  ;  and  I  don't  doubt  that  you,  who 
have  lived  in  that  country,  are  master  of  the  secret. 
To  be  sure,  if  you  was  inclined  to  communicate  such 
a  nostrum,  there  are  abundance  of  people  who  would 
purchase  it  at  a  very  high  price."" 

Cadwallader  understood  this  insinuation,  and  was 
tempted  to  amuse  him  in  such  a  manner  as  would 
tend  to  his  disgrace  and  confusion ;  but,  consider- 
ing that  the  case  was  of  too  criminal  a  nature  to  be 
tampered  with,  he  withstood  his  desire  of  punishing 
this  rapacious  cormorant  any  other  way  than  by  tell- 
ing him  he  would  not  impart  the  secret  for  his  whole 
fortune  ten  times  doubled;  so  that  the  usurer 
retired,  very  much  dissatisfied  with  the  issue  of  his 
consultation. 

The  next  person  who  presented  himself  at  this 
altar  of  intelligence,  was  an  author,  who  recom- 
mended himself  to  a  gratis  advice,  by  observing, 
that  a  prophet  and  poet  were  known  by  the  same 
appellation  among  the  ancients ;  and  that,  at  this 
day,  both  the  one  and  the  other  spoke  by  inspiration. 
The  conjurer  refused  to  own  this  affinity,  which,  he 
said,  formerly  subsisted,  because  both  species  of  the 
Vates  were  the  children  of  fiction  ;  but  as  he  himself 
did  not  fall  under  that  predicament,  he  begged  leave 
to  disown  all  connexion  with  the  family  of  the  poets ; 
and  the  poor  author  would  have  been  dismissed 
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without  his  errand,  though  he  offered  to  leave  an 
ode  as  security  for  the  magician"'s  fee,  to  be  paid  from 
the  profits  of  his  first  third  night,  had  not  Cadwal- 
lader  s  curiosity  prompted  him  to  know  the  subject 
of  this  gentleman''s  inquiry.  He  therefore  told  him, 
that,  in  consideration  of  his  genius,  he  would  for 
once  satisfy  him  without  a  fee ;  and  desired  him 
to  specify  the  doubts  in  which  he  wished  to  be 
resolved. 

The  son  of  Parnassus,  glad  of  this  condescension, 
for  which  he  thanked  the  necromancer,  gave  him  to 
understand,  that  he  had  some  time  before  presented 
a  play  in  manuscript  to  a  certain  great  man,  at  the 
head  of  taste,  who  had  not  only  read  and  approved 
the  performance,  but  also  undertaken  to  introduce 
and  support  it  on  the  stage ;  that  he,  the  author, 
was  assured  by  this  patron,  that  the  play  was  already, 
in  consequence  of  his  recommendation,  accepted  by 
one  of  the  managers,  who  had  faithfully  promised  to 
bring  it  to  light ;  but  that,  when  he  waited  on  this 
said  manager,  to  know  when  he  intended  to  put  his 
production  in  rehearsal,  the  man  declared  he  had 
never  seen  or  heard  of  the  piece.  "Now,  Mr. 
Conjurer,"  said  he,  "  I  want  to  know  whether  or  not 
my  play  has  been  presented,  and  if  I  have  any  sort 
of  chance  of  seeing  it  acted  this  winter.*" 

Cadwallader,  who  had,  in  his  younger  days,  sported 
among  the  theatrical  muses,  began  to  lose  his  temper 
at  this  question,  which  recalled  the  remembrance  of 
his  own  disappointments  ;  and  despatched  the  author 
with  an  abrupt  answer,  importing  that  the  affairs  of 
the  stage  were  altogether  without  the  sphere  of  his 
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divination,  being  entirely  regulated  by  the  daemons 
of  dissimulation,  ignorance,  and  caprice. 

It  would  be  an  endless  task  to  recount  every  in- 
dividual response  which  our  magician  delivered  in 
the  course  of  his  conjuration.  He  was  consulted  in 
all  cases  of  law,  physic,  and  trade,  over  and  above 
the  ordinary  subjects  of  maniage  and  fornication ; 
his  advice  and  assistance  were  solicited  by  sharpers, 
who  desired  to  possess  an  infallible  method  of  cheat- 
ing unperceived  ;  by  fortune-hunters,  who  wanted  to 
make  prize  of  widows  and  heiresses  ;  by  debauchees, 
who  were  disposed  to  lie  with  other  men's  wives ;  by 
coxcombs,  who  longed  for  the  death  of  their  fathers ; 
by  wenches  with  child,  who  wished  themselves  rid  of 
their  burdens ;  by  merchants,  who  had  insured 
above  value,  and  thirsted  after  the  news  of  a  wreck  ; 
by  underwriters,  who  prayed  for  the  gift  of  prescience, 
that  they  might  venture  money  upon  such  ships  only 
as  should  perform  the  voyage  in  safety;  by  Jews, 
who  wanted  to  foresee  the  fluctuations  of  stock  ;  by 
usurers,  who  advance  money  upon  undecided  causes ; 
by  clients,  who  were  dubious  of  the  honesty  of  their 
counsel.  In  short,  all  matters  of  uncertain  issue 
were  appealed  to  this  tribunal ;  and,  in  point  of  cal- 
culation, De  Moivre  was  utterly  neglected. 
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THE  CONJURER  AND  HIS  ASSOCIATE  EXECUTE  A  PLAN  OF 
VENGEANCE  AGAINST  CERTAIN  INFIDELS  WHO  PRE- 
TEND TO  DESPISE  THEIR  ART;  AND  PEREGRINE 
ACHIEVES  AN  ADVENTURE  WITH  A  YOUNG  NOBLEMAN. 

BY  these  means,  the  whole  variety  of  char- 
acters, undisguised,  passed,  as  it  were,  in 
review  before  the  confederates,  who,  by 
divers  ingenious  contrivances,  punished 
the  most  flagrant  offenders  with  as  much  severity  as 
the  nature  of  their  plan  would  allow.  At  length 
they  projected  a  scheme  for  chastising  a  number  of 
their  own  acquaintance,  who  had  all  along  professed 
the  utmost  contempt  for  the  talent  of  this  conjurer, 
which  they  endeavoured  to  ridicule  in  all  companies, 
where  his  surprising  art  was  the  subject  of  discourse  ; 
not  that  they  had  sense  and  discernment  enough  to 
perceive  the  absurdity  of  his  pretensions,  but  afl'ected 
a  singularity  of  opinion,  with  a  view  of  insulting  the 
inferior  understandings  of  those  who  were  deceived 
by  such  an  idle  impostor. 

Peregrine,  indeed,  for  obvious  reasons,  had  always 
espoused  their  judgment  in  this  case,  and  joined 
them  in  reviling  the  public  character  of  his  friend. 
But  he  knew  how  far  the  capacities  of  those  virtuosi 
extended,  and  had  frequently  caught  them  in  the 
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fact  of  recounting  their  exploits  against  the  conjurer, 
which  were  the  productions  of  their  own  invention 
only.  On  these  considerations,  his  wrath  was 
kindled  against  them,  and  he  accordingly  concerted 
measures  with  his  coadjutor,  for  overwhelming  them 
with  confusion  and  dismay. 

In  the  first  place,  a  report  was  spread  by  his  emis- 
saries, that  the  magician  had  undertaken  to  entertain 
their  view  with  the  appearance  of  any  person  whom 
his  customers  should  desire  to  see,  whether  dead,  or 
at  the  distance  of  a  thousand  leagues.  This  extraor- 
dinary proposal  chancing  to  be  the  subject  of  con- 
versation in  a  place  where  most  of  those  infidels  were 
assembled,  they  talked  of  it  in  the  usual  style,  and 
some  of  them  swore  the  fellow  ought  to  be  pilloried 
for  his  presumption. 

Our  hero,  seizing  this  favourable  opportunity, 
acquiesced  in  their  remarks,  and  observed,  with  great 
vehemence,  that  it  would  be  a  meritorious  action  to 
put  the  rascal  to  the  proof,  and  then  toss  him  in  a 
blanket  for  non -performance.  They  were  wonder- 
fully pleased  with  this  suggestion,  and  forthwith 
determined  to  try  the  experiment ;  though,  as  they 
understood  the  apparition  would  be  produced  to  one 
only  at  a  time,  they  could  not  immediately  agree 
in  the  choice  of  the  person  who  should  stand  the 
first  brunt  of  the  magician's  skill.  While  each  of 
them  severally  excused  himself  from  this  preference 
on  various  pretences.  Peregrine  readily  undertook 
the  post,  expressing  great  confidence  of  the  conjurer''s 
incapacity  to  give  him  the  least  cause  of  apprehension. 

This  point  being  settled,  they  detached  one  of  their 
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number  to  Crabtree,  in  order  to  bespeak  and  adjust 
the  hour  and  terms  of  the  operation,  which  he  in- 
sisted upon  performing  at  his  ovra  apartment,  where 
everything  was  prepared  for  the  occasion.  At  the 
appointed  time,  they  went  thither  in  a  body,  to 
the  number  of  seven,  in  full  expectation  of  detecting 
the  impostor  ;  and  were  received  with  such  gloomy 
formality,  as  seemed  to  have  an  effect  upon  the 
countenances  of  some  among  them  ;  though  they 
were  encouraged  by  the  vivacity  of  Pickle,  who 
affected  a  double  share  of  petulance,  for  the  more 
effectual  accomplishment  of  his  purpose. 

Cadwallader  made  no  reply  to  the  interrogations 
they  uttered,  in  the  levity  of  their  insolence,  at  the 
first  entrance,  but  ordered  Hadgi  to  conduct  them 
through  the  next  room,  that  they  might  see  there 
was  no  previous  apparatus  to  affright  their  deputy 
with  objects  foreign  to  his  undertaking.  They  found 
nothing  but  a  couple  of  wax  tapers  burning  on  a 
table  that  stood  with  a  chair  by  it  in  the  middle  of 
the  apartment,  and  returned  to  the  audience- 
chamber,  leaving  Peregrine  by  himself,  to  encounter 
the  phantom  of  that  person  whom  they  should,  with- 
out his  knowledge,  desire  the  magician  to  conjure 
up  to  his  view. 

All  the  doors  being  shut  and  the  company  seated, 
a  profound  silence  ensued,  together  with  a  face  of 
dreadful  expectation,  encouraged  by  the  blue  flame 
of  the  candles,  which  were  tipped  with  sulphur  for 
that  purpose,  and  heightened  by  the  dismal  sound 
of  a  large  bell,  which  Hadgi  tolled  in  the  ante- 
chamber.   Cadwallader  having  thus  practised  upon 
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their  ignorance  and  fear,  desired  them  to  name  the 
pei-son  to  be  produced.  After  some  whispers  among 
themselves,  one  of  them  took  the  pen,  and,  writing 
the  name  of  Commodore  Trunnion  upon  a  slip  of 
paper,  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the  magician,  who 
rose  from  his  seat,  and,  opening  the  door  of  his 
closet,  displayed  to  their  view  a  skull,  with  thigh 
bones  crossed,  upon  a  table  covered  with  black 
cloth. 

This  melancholy  spectacle  made  a  remarkable 
impression  upon  the  imaginations  of  the  company, 
already  prepossessed  by  the  previous  ceremony ;  and 
they  began  to  survey  one  another  with  looks  of  con- 
sternation, while  Cadwallader,  shutting  himself  in 
the  closet,  that  was  contiguous  to  the  chamber  in 
which  his  friend  Peregrine  was  stationed,  thrust  the 
label  with  his  uncle's  name  through  a  small  chink  in 
the  partition,  according  to  agreement,  muttering  at 
the  time  a  sort  of  gibberish,  that  increased  the  panic 
of  his  audience  ;  then  returning  to  his  chair,  the 
knell  was  tolled  again,  and  Pickle  called  aloud, 
"  D — n  your  mummery,  why  don't  you  despatch  ?  " 

This  was  a  signal  to  Crabtree,  who  thus  certified 
of  his  having  received  the  paper,  stood  up  and 
waved  his  wand  in  the  figure  of  an  S.  The  motion 
being  thrice  performed,  their  ears  were  all  of  a  sud- 
den invaded  by  a  teri'ible  noise  in  the  next  room, 
accompanied  with  the  voice  of  Peregrine,  who  ex- 
claimed, in  a  tone  of  horror  and  amazement,  "  Guard 
me.  Heaven!  my  uncle  Trunnion!"  This  ejacula- 
tion had  such  an  effect  upon  the  hearers,  that  two 
of  them  swooned  with  fear,  a  third  fell  upon  his 
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knees  and  prayed  aloud,  while  the  other  three,  in  a 
transport  of  dismay  and  distraction,  burst  open  the 
door,  and  rushed  into  the  haunted  chamber,  where 
they  found  the  table  and  chair  overturned,  and  Pere- 
gi*ine  extended  (in  all  appearance)  without  sense  or 
motion  upon  the  floor. 

They  immediately  began  to  chafe  his  temples, 
and  the  first  symptom  of  his  recovery  which  they 
perceived  was  a  hollow  groan ;  after  which  he  pro- 
nounced these  words  :  "  Merciful  powers  !  if  I  live  I 
saw  the  commodore  with  his  black  patch,  in  the 
very  clothes  he  wore  at  my  sister's  wedding.*"  This 
declaration  completed  their  astonishment  and  terror ; 
they  observed  a  wildness  in  his  looks,  which  he  seemed 
to  bend  on  something  concealed  from  their  view  ;  and 
were  infected  by  his  appearance  to  such  a  pitch  of 
superstition,  that  it  would  have  been  an  easy  matter 
to  persuade  them  that  the  chair  and  table  were  ap- 
paritions of  their  forefathers.  However,  they  con- 
ducted Peregrine  into  the  counsel  chamber,  where 
the  conjurer  and  Hadgi  were  employed  in  minister- 
ing to  those  who  had  fainted.  The  patients  having 
retrieved  the  use  of  their  faculties,  Cadwallader,  as- 
suming a  double  portion  of  severity  in  his  aspect, 
asked  if  they  were  not  ashamed  of  their  former 
incredulity  ;  declaring,  that  he  was  ready  to  give 
them  more  convincing  proofs  of  his  art  upon  the 
spot,  and  would  immediately  recall  three  generations 
of  their  progenitors  from  the  dead,  if  they  were  dis- 
posed to  relish  such  company.  Then  turning  to  one 
of  them,  whose  grandfather  had  been  hanged,  "  Are 
you,''   said    he,   "  ambitious   of   seeing   the  first 
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remarkable  personage  of  your  family  ?  Say  the  word, 
and  he  shall  appear." 

This  youth,  who  had  been  the  most  insolent  and 
obstreperous  in  the  whole  society,  and  was  now  de- 
pressed with  the  same  proportion  of  fear,  alarmed  at 
the  proposal,  assured  the  magician  he  had  no  curios- 
ity of  that  sort  remaining ;  and  that  what  he  had 
already  seen  would,  he  hoped,  have  a  good  effect 
upon  his  future  life  and  conversation.  Every  one  of 
these  heroes  made  an  acknowledgment  and  profession 
of  the  same  kind,  some  of  which  were  attended  with 
tears;  and  Hadgi  having  provided  chairs  for  the 
whole  company,  they  departed  exceedingly  crest- 
fallen. Two  of  the  number  actually  sickened  with 
the  agitation  they  had  undergone,  while  our  hero 
and  his  associate  made  themselves  merry  with  the 
success  of  their  enterprise. 

But  this  scheme  of  fortune-telling  did  not  engross 
his  whole  attention ;  he  still  continued  to  maintain 
his  appearance  in  the  beau  monde ;  and,  as  his  ex- 
pense far  exceeded  his  income,  strove  to  contract 
intimacies  with  people  of  interest  and  power ;  he 
showed  himself  regularly  at  court,  paid  his  respects 
to  them  in  all  places  of  public  diversion,  and  fre- 
quently entered  into  their  parties,  either  of  pleasure 
or  cards.  In  the  course  of  this  cultivation,  he  hap- 
pened one  evening,  at  a  certain  chocolate-house,  to 
overlook  a  match  of  piquet,  in  which  he  perceived  a 
couple  of  sharpers  making  a  prey  of  a  young  noble- 
man, who  had  neither  temper  nor  skill  sufficient  to 
cope  with  such  antagonists. 

Our  hero,  being  a  professed  enemy  to  all  knights 
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of  industry,  could  not  bear  to  see  them  cheat  in 
public  with  such  insolent  audacity.  Under  pretence 
of  communicating  some  business  of  importance,  he 
begged  the  favour  of  speaking  to  the  young  gentle- 
man in  another  corner  of  the  room,  and  in  a  friendly 
manner  cautioned  him  against  his  opponents.  This 
hot-headed  representative,  far  from  thinking  or  own- 
ing himself  obliged  to  Pickle  for  his  good  counsel, 
looked  upon  his  advice  as  an  insult  upon  his  under- 
standing ;  and  replied,  with  an  air  of  ferocious  dis- 
pleasure, that  he  knew  how  to  take  care  of  his  own 
concerns,  and  would  not  suffer  either  him  or  them  to 
bubble  him  out  of  a  shilling. 

Peregrine,  offended  at  the  association,  as  well  as  at 
the  ingratitude  and  folly  of  this  conceited  coxcomb, 
expressed  his  resentment,  by  telling  him,  that  he  ex- 
pected at  least  an  acknowledgment  for  his  candid 
intention ;  but  he  found  his  intellects  too  much 
warped  by  his  vanity  to  perceive  his  own  want  of 
capacity  and  experience.  Inflamed  by  this  reproof, 
the  young  nobleman  challenged  him  to  play  for  five 
hundred  pounds,  with  many  opprobrious,  or  at  least 
contemptuous  terms  of  defiance,  which  provoked  our 
hero  to  accept  the  proposal.  After  the  other  had 
disengaged  himself  from  the  old  rooks,  who  were 
extremely  mortified  at  the  interruption,  the  two 
young  champions  sat  down,  and  fortune  acting  with 
uncommon  impartiality.  Pickle,  by  the  superiority  of 
his  talents,  in  two  hours  won  to  the  amount  of  as 
many  thousand  pounds,  for  which  he  was  obliged 
to  take  his  antagonist's  note,  the  sharpers  having 
previously  secured  his  ready  money. 
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Frantic  with  his  loss,  the  rash  young  man  would 
have  continued  the  game,  and  doubled  stakes  every 
time ;  so  that  Peregrine  might  have  increased  his 
acquisition  to  ten  times  the  sum  he  had  gained ;  but 
he  thought  he  had  already  sufficiently  chastised  the 
presumption  of  the  challenger,  and  was  unwilling  to 
empower  fortune  to  ravish  from  him  the  fruits  of  his 
success ;  he  therefore  declined  my  lord's  proposal, 
unless  he  would  play  for  ready  money  ;  and  his  lord- 
ship having  in  vain  tried  his  credit  among  the  com- 
pany, our  adventurer  withdrew,  leaving  him  in  an 
ecstasy  of  rage  and  disappointment. 

As  the  insolence  of  his  behaviour  had  increased 
with  his  ill-luck,  and  he  had  given  vent  to  divers 
expressions  which  Peregrine  took  amiss,  our  young 
gentleman  resolved  to  augment  his  punishment,  by 
teasing  him  with  demands  which  could  not,  he  knew, 
be  immediately  satisfied ;  and  next  day  sent  Pipes  to 
his  father''s  house  with  the  note,  which  was  drawn 
payable  upon  demand.  The  debtor,  who  had  gone 
to  bed  half-distracted  with  his  misfortune,  finding 
himself  waked  with  such  a  disagreeable  dun,  lost  all 
patience,  cursed  Pickle,  threatened  his  messenger, 
blasphemed  with  horrible  execrations,  and  made 
such  a  noise  as  reached  the  ears  of  his  father,  who, 
ordering  his  son  to  be  called  into  his  presence,  ex- 
amined him  about  the  cause  of  that  uproar,  which 
had  disturbed  the  whole  family.  The  young  gentle- 
man, after  having  essayed  to  amuse  him  with  sundry 
equivocations,  which  served  only  to  increase  his  sus- 
picion and  desire  of  knowing  the  truth,  acknowledged 
that  he  had  lost  some  money  overnight  at  cards,  to 
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a  gamester  who  had  been  so  impertinent  as  to  send  a 
message,  demanding  it  that  morning,  though  he  had 
told  the  fellow  that  it  would  not  suit  him  to  pay 
him  immediately.  The  father,  who  was  a  man  of 
honour,  reproached  him  with  gi*eat  severity  for  his 
profligate  behaviour  in  general,  and  this  scandalous 
debt  in  particular,  which  he  believed  to  be  some 
trifle  ;  then  giving  him  a  bank-note  for  five  hundred 
pounds,  commanded  him  to  go  and  discharge  it  with- 
out loss  of  time.  This  well-principled  heir  took  the 
money ;  but,  instead  of  waiting  upon  his  creditor, 
he  forthwith  repaired  to  the  gaming-house,  in  hopes 
of  retrieving  his  loss ;  and,  before  he  rose  from  the 
table,  saw  his  note  mortgaged  for  seven-eighths  of  its 
value. 

Meanwhile,  Pickle,  incensed  at  the  treatment 
which  his  servant  had  received,  and  informed  of 
his  lordship's  second  loss,  which  aggravated  his 
resentment,  determined  to  preserve  no  medium ; 
and,  taking  out  a  writ  the  same  day,  put  it 
immediately  in  execution  upon  the  body  of  his 
debtor,  just  as  he  stept  into  his  chair  at  the  door 
of  White's  chocolate-house.  The  prisoner,  being 
naturally  fierce  and  haughty,  attempted  to  draw 
upon  the  bailiffs,  who  disarmed  him  in  a  twinkling ; 
and  this  effort  served  only  to  heighten  his  disgrace ; 
which  was  witnessed  by  a  thousand  people,  most  of 
whom  laughed  very  heartily  at  the  adventure  of  a 
lord's  being  arrested. 

Such  a  public  transaction  could  not  long  escape 
the  knowledge  of  his  father,  who  that  very  day 
had  the  satisfaction  to  hear  that  his  son  was  in  a 

[310] 


A   PROFLIGATE  HEIR 


spunging-house.  In  consequence  of  this  informa- 
tion, he  sent  his  steward  to  learn  the  particulars 
of  the  arrest,  and  was  equally  offended,  surprised, 
and  concerned,  when  he  understood  the  nature  of 
the  debt,  which  he  imagined  his  son  had  already 
discharged.  Unwilling  to  pay  such  a  considerable 
sum  for  a  spendthrift,  whom  he  had  but  too  much 
indulged,  and  who  in  less  than  one  week  might 
involve  himself  in  such  another  difficulty,  the  old 
gentleman  wrote  a  letter  to  Peregrine,  representing 
what  a  hardship  it  would  be  upon  him  to  forfeit 
such  sums  by  the  indiscretion  of  a  son,  whose 
engagements  he  was  not  bound  to  fulfil,  and  desir- 
ing some  mitigation  in  his  demand,  as  it  was  not 
a  debt  contracted  for  value  received,  but  incurred 
without  subjecting  him  to  the  least  damage  or 
inconvenience. 

Our  adventurer  no  sooner  received  this  letter, 
than  he  went  in  person  to  wait  upon  the  author, 
to  whom  he,  in  a  candid  manner,  related  the  par- 
ticular circumstances  of  the  match,  together  with 
the  ingratitude  and  audacity  of  his  son,  which  he 
o\vned  had  stimulated  him  to  such  measures  as  he 
otherwise  would  have  scorned  to  take.  The  noble- 
man acknowledged  that  the  revenge  was  hardly 
adequate  to  the  provocation,  and  condemned  the 
conduct  of  his  son  with  such  justice  and  integ- 
rity, as  disarmed  Peregrine  of  his  resentment,  and 
disposed  him  to  give  an  undoubted  proof  of  his 
own  disinterestedness,  which  he  immediately  exhib- 
ited, by  producing  the  note,  and  tearing  it  to 
pieces,  after  having  assured  his  lordship  that  the 
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writ  should  be  withdrawn,  and  the  prisoner  dis- 
charged before  night. 

The  earl,  who  perfectly  well  understood  the  value 
of  money,  and  was  no  stranger  to  the  characters  of 
mankind,  stood  amazed  at  the  sacrifice,  which  Pickle 
protested  was  offered  by  his  esteem  for  his  lordship ; 
and,  after  having  complimented  him  upon  his  gener- 
osity, in  a  very  uncommon  strain  of  encomium, 
begged  the  favour  of  his  acquaintance,  and  insisted 
upon  his  dining  with  him  next  day.  The  youth, 
proud  of  having  met  with  such  an  opportunity  to 
distinguish  himself,  in  less  than  an  hour  performed 
every  article  of  his  promise;  and  in  the  morning 
was  visited  by  the  debtor,  who  came,  by  the  express 
order  of  his  father,  to  thank  him  for  the  obligation 
under  which  he  was  laid,  and  to  ask  pardon  for  the 
offence  he  had  given. 

This  condescension  was  very  glorious  for  our  hero, 
who  graciously  received  his  submission,  and  accom- 
panied him  to  dinner,  where  he  was  caressed  by  the 
old  earl  with  marks  of  particular  affection  and 
esteem.  Nor  was  his  gi'atitude  confined  to  exterior 
civility;  he  offered  him  the  use  of  his  interest  at 
court,  which  was  very  powerful,  and  repeated  his 
desire  of  serving  him  so  pressingly,  that  Peregrine 
thought  he  could  not  dispense  with  the  opportunity 
of  assisting  his  absent  friend  Godfrey,  in  whose 
behalf  he  begged  the  influence  of  his  lordship. 

The  earl,  pleased  with  this  request,  which  was 
another  proof  of  the  young  gentleman''s  benevolence, 
said,  he  would  not  fail  to  pay  the  utmost  regard  to 
his  recommendation;  and  in  six  weeks  a  captain's 
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commission  was  actually  signed  for  the  brother  of 
Emilia,  who  was  very  agreeably  surprised  at  the 
intimation  he  received  from  the  War  Office,  though 
he  was  utterly  ignorant  of  the  canal  through  which 
he  obtained  that  promotion. 
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